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2 ON THE CREATION. [sERM. I. 

adopt the computations of the astronomer to cal- 
culate the periodical return of some wandering body 
in the heavens, or if we foUow the researches of 
the naturalist to develop the uses of some of the mi- 
nute parts of organized matter, — ^let us be apprized, 
that all the hope of a successful result to our labours 
rests on the foimdation here laid, that the world is 
the work of an all-wise Being, who has exerted in- 
finite goodness and power in its creation. " He hath 
made the earth by his power," saith the Prophet, 
" he hath established the world by his wisdom, and 
hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion*." 

But who is the person that undertakes to disclose 
to us these sublime and important truths ? Who has 
been admitted into the counsels of the Most High, 
and authorized to publish an, account of what no 
man was alive to have witnessed ? The writer of the 
HistoJ^ is Moses, the celebrated lawgiver of God's 
fi^you];ed n^^ion^ who under a divine coimnis^ioa 
brought foi\h the chjosen people of th^ Lord ficom 
tb^ house of bondage in th^ land of Egypt. lu many 
i[espe<^6c Moses wa$ a, type of the Redeemer of the 
WK)rld; in njiany passages of Imb writing, Moses is the 
prophet of his coming, of bis acts, an4of hi^ office. 
Hi* coiijpetency 9-8 historian of the Divine Artificer 
of tbe ufliyerse is undeniable : that he was a man 
approved by sjjgns and wonders to be the interpreter 
l^tween God ^ad his people is beyond dispute. 
Those who admit the authority of any part of the 

* Jer. X. 12. 
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Scriptures must believe this ; for almost every other 
of the various parts of Scripture bears reference to 
the writings of Moses, and quotes them as delivered 
under the inspiration of God. Let those who do not 
admit this authority, account, if they can, for the 
spreading of his name over so large a portion of the 
inhabited globe, and for the observance of his laws 
by the Jewish people for a period of more than three 
thousand three hundred years to the present day. 
His talents have had one of the ablest critics of an- 
tiquity, citing a sublime passage from this very 
chapter, for their encomiast*: his acknowledged 
integrity, supported by the internal evidence of his 
writings, places him above the charge of wilful mis- 
representation. It is true, that in the early ages of 
the world the knowledge of past events was handed 
down not by written documents, but by oral tradi- 
tion, and that Moses flourished two thousahd fite 
hundred years after some of the incidents which he 
relates; But in answer to this objection, we are td 
c^iisid^r, that in the great length of patriarchal life; 
a very siteall number of reporters would be sufficient 
to carry a traditioil through a period of very ex- 
tended duration. The names of seven persons may 
be stated, through whom, in succession, the inci- 
dents in AdaAi's day might have been conveyed io 
Modes'* ; while at the present ordinary duration of 
huinan life, a succession of seventy would have been 
necessaiy. And who was more likely than the great 

* Longinus. ^ Vid. Note A. 
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4 ON THE CREATION. [sERM. I. 

leader of the Jews through the wilderness, to have be- 
come well acquainted with their traditional history ? 
And who was more competent than Moses, learned 
as he was in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, to in- 
vestigate the truth ? God gave him knowledge, as 
he gave him authority ; and whatever he announces 
of the acts or the counsels of the Deity has the 
sanction of his Spirit, to attest its veracity and to 
seal its acceptance. 

Under this sanction, Moses, in the first chapter 
of this book, gives us his brief narration of the crea- 
tion of the heaven and of the earth. Those who are 
unacquainted with the complicated perplexity of suc- 
cessive generations in which the Oriental sages in- 
volved this subject, or with the allegorical mysteries 
or elaborate metaphysics in which the priests and 
philosophers of other countries darkened it, lose an 
argument of great strength in support of the Mosaic 
account. It alone speaks a language intelligible to 
the mass of mankind: it is succinct, yet perspicuous ; 
it is simple, and it is sublime. To expand its bre- 
vity to the full measure of the wisdom displayed in 
the construction of what it describes, or the bene- 
ficence of its various uses, is a task to which the 
powers of human intellect are not adequate. Thou- 
sands of volumes have been written on detached 
. parts of it, and new volumes daily coming forth 
prove the subjects not yet exhausted. Omitting, 
therefore, any distinct examination of the particu- 
lars (impossible to any extent in a discourse of this 
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sort), let me rather call your attention to such mat- 
ters of importance connected with the general sub- 
ject of the Creation, as may best guard against mis- 
apprehension, and may raise in us suitable ideas of 
the wisdom and the goodness of the all-powerful 
Creator. 

The account given by Moses describes the crea- 
tion as the distinct work of six successive days. But 
let us beware of degrading the Deity in our concep- 
tions by any estimate drawn from the analogies of 
human weakness : " the everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary*." ^^ Let there be light,'* he said ; 
" and there was light''.'* And with the equal power 
of his commanding word, every part of the created 
world would at his bidding have in an instant started 
into existence. If a different mode took place, the 
reason respects others more than himself. It was 
to acconunodate the magnificence of the work to 
the understanding of that being for whose uses 
chiefly it was designed : it was to keep alive in man, 
by the return of a day of rest after the six of labour, 
a remembrance of the goodness and of the power of 
the Creator : it was to awake him to the gratitude 
which he should feel, and to call on him for the 
homage which he owed to the Parent of the whole 
world of matter and of intelligence. ^^ In the begin- 
ning," said Moses, " God created the heaven and the 
earth *^." There is, then, no co-eternal existence of 

* Isaiah xl. 28. * Gen. i. 3. "" Gen. i. 1 . 
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senseless and inanimate matter : there is no eternal 
Gircumvolution of unthinking atoms^ settling at last 
fortuitously in the most exquisite and admirable 
order. All was ^^ without form and void%" until 
God gave it existence, and assigned it its due place : 
the matter and the form were alike his work. The 
creation of each day, good indeed in itself, served as 
the introduction to some greater good ; it was either 
the substance of which that greater good was to be 
a modification, the food on which it was to subsist, 
or the dwelling wherein it was to abide. Each was 
in fact an intermediate step in that great climax of 
creation, which, beginning with what had neither 
symmetry nor activity, ^nded in the beauty of the 
human proportions and the energy of th^ human 
intellect. 

The first distinct creation was that of the most 
subtile of all mechanical agents, the element of fire 
or light. The next, another of a similar order and 
powerful efiicacy, the expanse of air, the firmament 
which separated the waters that were held suspended 
above, from those of greater weight that remained 
below. The third day divided the earth from the sea, 
the dry land from the waters : ^^ The waters,'* saith 
the Psalmist, ^^ stood above the mountains : at thy 
rebuke they fled ; at the voice of thy thunder they 
hasted away. Thou hast set a bound that they may 
BOt pass over ; that they turn not again to cover the 
earth''." ^^He layeth up the depth in storehouses^." 

* Gen. i. 2. •» Ps. civ. 6, 7, 9. *^ Ps. xxxiii. 7. 
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powerful efiicacy, the expanse of air, the firmament 
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below. The third day divided the earth from the sea, 
the dry land from the waters : " The waters," saith 
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* Gen, i. 2. •» Ps. civ. 6, 7, 9. *"■ Ps. xxxiii. 7. 
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^^He laid the foundations of the earthy that it should 
not be removed for ever*." After the elements had 
first been brought into existence^ then were formed 
those various classes of living creatures of which 
they were the component parts. '^And the eart^ 
brought forth/' at the command of God^ its grassy 
covering ^^ the herb and the fruit tree V' with a pro- 
vision for their continuance. Next were formed the 
great bodies in the heavens^ dispensers of those es- 
sentials to all life ; that lights which plants are found 
to follow^ and that heat^ without which animated 
nature can know little comfort. Thus in gradual 
and progressive convenience arose^ firsts the vege* 
table life ; and afterwards^ the animal^ which it was to 
support : and of animals^ firsts the classes which in**- 
habit regions distinct from the earth ; and then^ those 
more various in their formation^ more diversified in 
their instincts^ which dwell upon the earth. Thus 
was every region of created space peopled with its 
appropriate inhabitants : and when the heavens wer^ 
illuminated for man's convenience^ and the earth was 
beautified for his abode,^— last of all was called into 
existence the Lord of all^ the likeness of the Creator4 
^^AndGrod saw ev^y thing that he had made ; and^ be- 
hold^ it was very good^." Approved before distinctly^ 
in each individual part> at the end of each day's suxi-« 
cessive creation; now^ when "the heavens and the 
earth were finished^ and all the host of them V' die 

«Ps. civ. 5. •'Vid. Gen. i. 12. 

''Gen. i. 31. ''Gen.ii. 1. 
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whole has the approval of Infinite Intelligence and 
is pronounced to he complete in its construction^ 
and adequate to its uses. ^^And on the seventh 
day God ended his work which he had made : and he 
rested>on the seventh day from all his work which 
he had made. And God blessed the seventh day^ and 
sanctified it ; because that in it he had rested from 
all his work which God created and made V 

Here is the simple and perspicuous account of 
the creation given by Moses in its detail of gradual 
IM^cent and progressive adaptation. But the philoso- 
pher is not satisfied; and the flippant witling attacks 
it with his petulant conceits. " Here are days," he 
fiays, " before the creation of that being whose mo- 
tions are to mark them out : here is light it seems 
three days before the existence of the sun." Is it in 
language like this that short-sighted mortals raise 
their weak objections against the creative process of 
the All-wise, and against the authority of the book 
of his inspiring ? But bold as is its petulance, no 
less contemptible at the same time is its sophistry. 
As if, when we have once got from the visible ap- 
pearances of the heavenly bodies our notion of the 
length of a day, we could not transfer this measure 
to periods before those heavenly bodies had exist- 
ence; when confessedly we can do this to periods of 
duration to come, in which nothing yet can have 
existence. And as if the great Creator, from whom 
alone the sun could have derived its peculiar power 

' Gen. ii. 2, 3. 



S£RM, I.] ON TU£ CRSATZON. 9 

of giving or exciting light and heat^ could by no 
other mode have produced these^ when human i&* 
genuity has in so many ways supplied itself with 
both for man s use^ during the periods of the suh*a 
absence. The philosopher too has not here enough 
to satisfy him ; he would have Moses describe the 
stars as suns of so many different systems. Yet 
observe, the words of Moses, " He made the stars 
also %" though they do not put this forward, in no 
respect deny a theory redounding so highly to the 
glory of the Creator. The philosopher would have 
Moses, instead of speaking according to the ob- 
servable appearances, speak according to the true, 
motions of the heavenly bodies by which these are 
produced. With equal reason might the supporters 
pf a false philosophy, when it had a general accept- 
ance, have required that he should have spoken the 
erroneous language of the school which then pre- 
vailed. But whatever be the system of the philoso- 
pher himself, to be understood, he must speak, and 
he always does speak, according to visible appear- 
ance and popular apprehension. With an ill grace 
then is it objected that Moses does the very same. 
Those who complain that they do not find in the 
fir$t chapter of Genesis, and those who pretend that 
their elaborate research has found there, an inspired 
delineation of the true celestial physics, equatty be^ 
tray an ignorance of the purpose for which Moses 
wrote his history, and of the persons for whom it 

• Gen, i. 1 6. 
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was in the first instance intended. What could the 
children of Israel in the desert have known of geo^ 
logical disquisitions^ or of the theory of gravitation ? 
Moses had higher objects in view than to instruct 
them^ or those who were to succeed them^ in natural 
science. Coming out from the multitudinous super-* 
stitions of the Egyptians^ his design was to show 
them that the objects of adoration in Egypt were 
but ereaiures, while the God of the Hebrews was 
the great Cteaiar of the universe. Under the com- 
mand of Him, he had led them forward to expel the 
corrupt and idolatrous Canaanites from the pro- 
mis^d land; and the object of his book is to declare 
the promises made to their forefathers^ and to give 
a history of God's providential dealings from the be- 
ginning of the world. The appetite for knowledge, 
like the appetite for food, might seem to want re- 
straint rather than indulgence. The historian has 
left nothing in his pages for its gratification in spe- 
culations that were more curious than usefrd ; but 
for the knowledge of the true God in his magnifi- 
cence and in his loving-kindness, he has made ample 
provision all through his account of the patriarchal 
dispensation, and no where with more efi*ect than in 
the chapter with which it opens» For here he for- 
tifies his people against polytheism, by referring the 
creation of every thing to one all-wise and all-power^ 
fttl God ; and here he excites the grateful feeling of 
their hearts, by a display of that bounteous good^ 
ness which in the creation has in such a variety of 
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modes provided for the comforta and accommodah 
tion of man. 

Let us now advert to the creation of man himself* 
^^ And God said^ Let us make man in our image^ after 
our likeness ; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea^ and over the fowl of the air^ and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God 
created man in his own image ; in the image of God 
created he him : male and female created he them. 
And God hlessed them, and God said unto them. Be 
firuitftil, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it : and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and ovev every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth*." Com* 
paring these words with those which had described 
the several works of former days, we find here a cre- 
ation of no ordinary class. ^^ Let us make man." — 
K we may be permitted with reverence to look mi- 
nutely to the import of these words, they seem to 
impfy that at some antecedent consultation the 
existence of such a being had been determined on, 
a^d that now the determination was to be brought 
into act. The ordaining of the heavenly bodies: for 
signs and seasons, and days and years, would have 
been useless without the existence of some living 
soul which could measure out its. acts by periods of 
duration : all things on earth, it would seem, had 
been formed to provide a suitable habitation, and 

* Gen, i. 26, 27, 28. 
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here is brought into existence the great inhabitant. 
The diversified ranks of animated creation, indepen- 
dent of, and at variance with, each other, composed 
an aggregate which had no unity until one super- 
intending mind was constituted, with authority to 
correct the peculiarities of each, and reduce the 
whole to the subordination of a system. With God's 
blessing, man was to replenish tlie earth; and in God's 
image, he was to have dominion over every living 
thing that moved upon its surface. The air, the sea, 
the forests, the rocks, the clay, — all were peopled 
with beings endowed with forms, and instincts, and 
movements, and industry, suited to their respective 
stations ; but all were created in subserviency to man : 
these were to be the domestics of his household, 
and the whole earth was given to him as an inheri- 
tance. 

But vain had been this pre-eminence, if Adam 
were to have possessed it in singleness and solitude. 
In Paradise he had indeed no cares to require com- 
fort, but he had pleasures too great for solitary 
enjoyment : placed wholly above the sphere of all 
other created beings, he wanted an associate on 
terms more near those of equality. Abroad, he had 
much to excite admiration, much to fill him with de- 
light ; but he wanted some one to whom he might 
express this admiration, some one with whom he 
might share this delight. Without the enjoyment 
of familiar converse, without the softening of aflFec- 
tionate attention, his exertions might have been 
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spiritless; his enjoyments would have been selfish. 
It was the Lord God who said, "It is not good that 
the man should be alone ; I will make him an help 
meet for him*." Nor was this an afterthought of 
creative wisdom: God did not need the lessons of 
experience to teach him the natural workings of 
the faculties he had bestowed ; nor did he in his gra- 
cious mercy leave Adam to learn the advantages of a 
social state, by feeling long the uncomfortable help- 
lessness of its opposite. So short was the time of 
his continuance alone upon the earth, that the very 
verse which speaks of the creation of man, looks on 
it as already past, and assumes also the existence 
of woman : " Male an*d female created he them '*." 
The command to be fruitful and multiply ^oi iieces9\tY 
supposes both, and the dominion conferred is given 
to both. The words in the original rendered with 
precision are, " Be ye fruitful^ have ye dominion^ 

As connected with the creation of man, let us 
look into the second chapter of Genesis, where the 
subject is resumed, and the creation of male and 
female is distinctly detailed. Of man it is said, 
"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life ; and man became a living soul*^." In the other 
parts of his handy work God had shown his power 
in producing and in modifying the material world; 
and here he exhibits an equal power in the spiritual* 
By his breath man became a living soul, capable of 

• Gen. ii. 18. ^ Gen. i. 27. ' Gen. ii. 7. 
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sublime contemplations^ and ennobled to high as- 
piring: but to keep down the vanity of the creature, 
to humble the pride of God's vicegerent on the 
earth,— of that very earth, of the dust of the ground, 
are formed the elements of his corporeal frame. 
Unhappily, we shall too soon see him accelerate his 
return to that dust from whence he was created. 

The creation of woman is thus described. ^^ And 
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, 
and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed 
up the flesh instead thereof. And the rib which the 
Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman ^'' 
The companion whom God gave to Adam, he en- 
deared to his affection by making her of a part of 
himself: she was ^' bone of his bones, and flesh of his 
flesh ^." Thus did he assiu*e Adam that their per- 
ceptions would be similar, and their emotions would 
be congenial. Thus also did he lead the posterity 
of Adam in aftertimes to respect the sanctity of a 
marriage union ; and thus did he express that poly- 
gamy had no recommendation in the original for- 
mation of the species. Associated at first, as from 
the words before quoted it should seem, on terms 
of equal authority with Adam, unhappily we shall 
too soon see that she forfeits her title to it, and is 
made subject to her husband. To both, at first, had 
been given dominion; for both had been created in 
the image of God. So much that term, the image 
of God, obviously implies ; but the expression, as 

» Gen.ii. 21, 22. ^ Gen. ii. 2S. 
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occurring in other passages of Scripture^ we find 
has a further^ and to us^ a more important meaning. 
^^ God created man," says the author of the Book of 
Wisdom, " to be immortal, and made him to be the 
image of his own eternity*.'* St. Paul says of the 
new man, restored after the fall to his original dig^ 
nity, that ^^ after God he is created in righteous- 
ness and true hoUness ^." And he elsewhere speaks 
of him as ^^ renewed in knowledge after the image 
of him that created him^.*' The image of God, then^ 
denotes that universal rectitude of understanding 
and of will, by which these are at all times capable of 
their respective operatioils, thus perfecting holiness 
after God. In this was our first parent created ; and 
this, lost in the first Adam by^his transgression, was 
renewed in the second, who is in the highest sense 
^^ the image of the invisible God, and the first-born" 
(or Lord^) ^^of every creature®," who is elsewhere 
styled "the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person V' 

But let me not anticipate what more properly be<^ 
longs to another discourse : the creation of a world 
k a subject of amplitude more than sufficient for 
this. What a stupendous theatre on which to exhibit 
the great, the unbounded power of the Creator ! to 
display his admirable wisdom! to show forth ihe 
qon^licadons of his all-bounteous and adorabla 
goodness ! Well might the Psalmist exclaim, " O 

• Wisd. ii. 23. •» Eph. iv. 24. « Col. iii. 10. 

•» Vid. Note B. • ^Col, i. 15. ^ Heb. i. 3. 
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Lord^ how mahifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast 
thou made them all%'* when by his creating all 
things, and ^^ filling men's hearts with food and 
gladness, he left not himself without witness V' 
even to the Heathens* Their learned physician^, 
who made our bodily frame the subject of his ac- 
Gm*ate research, challenges any, upon one hundred 
years of study, to find how any the least fibre or 
most minute particle could be more commodiously 
placed for advantage either of use or beauty. The 
most eloquent of their moral and philosophic wri- 
ters^ rebukes the systems which looked to chance 
or to matter for the formation of the universe, in 
analogical reasoning of irresistible force. " When 
we see," he says, " any thing moved by some me- 
chanical device, as a sphere, or a time-piece, or when 
we come into a house, we acknowledge at first sight 
that it is the work of art and understanding ; and 
when we behold the heavens moved with incredible 
velocity, performing constantly their anniversary vi- 
cissitudes^ shall we make any doubt that they are 
the works of the most excellent and divine reason?" 
These are the observations of men, whose minds 
were not enlightened by the perusal of any works 
of revelation: and yet among us, on whom the 
brightness of the Gospel light has shone, are to be 
found those who cavil at the writings of Moses, 
supported as he is in his character of prophet, law- 
giver, and historian, by innumerable passages in the 
• Pg. civ. 24. •» Acta xiv. 1 7. * Galen. •* Cicero. 




8ERM. I.] OK THE CREATION. 17 

New Testament. Some of these cavillers set up the 
accounts of China % a country pretending to aur 
tiquity beyond what Moses assigns to the world, 
although they must be convinced that there is no 
country whatever less accessible to the inquisitive 
stranger, and none whose writings are more indus- 
triously made obscure. The vanity of nations may 
indeed be easily gratified by a series of kings and 
dates long before the known invention of written 
characters to preserve them : but little stress is to 
be laid on dates where the length of the year is 
irregular, or on lists of names multiplied with- 
out acts assigned or historical records to refer to. 
Other cavillers, from some complexional diversity 
in the inhabitants of various parts of the earth **, 
dispute the descent of all from one original pair. 
These will make no allowance for climate, or food, 
or mode of life, producing their effects by gradual 
operation through a series of ages ; though they 
might have noticed greater variations from the na- 
tural state which these produce in other animals 
when long domesticated. The Mosaic account of 
the creation from God, who gives to us on all such 
subjects as much or as little light as he deems fit- 
ting, has support which places it above such objec- 
tions. It is supported as to the date that it assigns 
to the world, by the origin, which can be traced to 
no very remote period, of several of those useful 
arts and sciences, without which the human speciei^ 

• Vide Note C. «» Vide Note D. 
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could not long have subsisted : and it is supported 
as to other particulars^ by those poetical stories in 
popular acceptance^ of a chaos from whence the di- 
vine agent formed the worlds and of a first pair 
from whom the whole human race was derived. 
These must have been either the remains^ corrupt- 
ed, as might be imagined, of an original revelation ; 
or traditions, transmitted from the earliest time 
through a series of intermediate ages. But above 
all other collateral confirmation, the custom preva- 
lent in so many countries of computing time by 
weeks % (a portion of duration not marked out as 
the day, or the month, or the year, by any periodi- 
cal appearances or visible positions of the heavenly 
bodies,) can only be accounted for by reference to 
the Scriptural system of six days employed in the 
construction of the world, and the seventh in which 
God rested from his work, and which he sanctified 
to commemorate the birthday of the heavens and 
the earth. 

And can we, my brethren, look back to that great 
event without hallowed reverence for the Being 
whose powerful word called all things into exist- 
ence ? For ^^ he spake, and it was done ; he com- 
manded, and it stood fast^.'* Who can refuse to join 
in that glorious hallelujah, with which the heavens 
and the earth rang, ^^ when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy^" ? 
^^ Fearfully and wonderfully made^'^'-'^csLn we with- 

* Vide Note E. * Ps. xxxiii. 9. • Job xxxviii. 7. 
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hold our gratitude from Him, by whose constant 
care^ by whose continually renewed creation we are, 
amidst unnumbered perils, protected and sustained ? 
To us, no less than to the followers of Moses in 
the wilderness, does this lesson address itself: nearly 
six thousand years have passed since the formation 
of the world which it describes, yet, what one part 
of the great structure has failed ? what one joint or 
spring of its complicated machinery has given way ? 
Could chance hav? held a course so regular ? could 
a plurality of governors have concurred in the har- 
monious constitution of thfe universe, and with such 
according perseverance have so maintained its un- 
interrupted preservation? Suppositions like these 
cannot for a moment be entertained; reason and 
experience revolt against them. In unity of sub- 
stance and of will, (not to speak now of personal 
distinctions of the Godhead, which, however, find 
a support in this very Scripture,) — in unity of 
substance and of will the Creator is one, ind all 
things else are his creation. In the highest rank of 
that creation was the first man, Adam; dignified 
with glorious privilege, formed for immortality. In 
that state, after his fall, are you : in you, the first man 
is renewed through Christ. ^^ Children ofwrathy^ you 
are become under the Gospel " children of graced 
a new creation hath shown itself in you, a new pa- 
radise is opened to you. Serve not then, my be- 
loved brethren, the creatures more than the Crea- 

• Pb. cxxxix. 14. 
c2 
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tor : forsake the idols of this present life^ which set 
themselves up against him: change not his truth 
into a lie : knowing God^ glorify him as God, and 
give him thanks for his creation in the flesh, and 
his regeneration in the spirit. ^^ Praise him in his 
holiness : praise him in the firmament of his power. 
Praise him in his nohle acts : praise him according 
to his excellent greatness. Let every thing that 
hath breath praise the Lord*." 

To him, one God in three persons, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed all power, 
majesty, might, and dominion, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

•Ps. cl. 1,2,6. 
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SERMON II. 

(Sexagssima Sunday.) 
ON THE FALL OF MAN. 



Genesis, Chap. iii. ver. 6. 

'* And when tJie woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes^ and a tree to he desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did eat; and 
gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat" 

How delightful must have been that state in which 
our first parents found themselves placed ! For them 
the earth spontaneously brought forth all the rich 
varieties of its herbage and of its fruits ; all that 
was beauteous to the sight, or pleasant to the taste. 
Before them, all the other classes of animated na- 
ture, made subject to their dominion, performed 
the several actions of their diversified movement in 
harmless and respectful gaiety. Happy in their con- 
verse with each other, it was his to speak the lan- 
guage of manly and instructive sense, and to receive 
in return that of grateful and endearing affection ; 
while the communion of both with their God was 
as that of a man with his friend. Formed as they 
were in the likeness of the Deity, their understand- 
ings, in the clearness of original rectitude, were 
fitted to comprehend and delighted to admire the 
treasures of the creation ; while their will, prompt 
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to follow the dictates of unprejudiced judgement, 
directed them to ascribe all glory to their Creator, 
and to pour out their hearts in gratitude before his 
throne. Pain found no entrance into their Para- 
dise ; sickness and sorrow were unknown in their 
dwelling. 

Little, indeed, of the remains of such a constitu- 
tion do we perceive in the world about us ; little of 
it do we find when we look around upon our fellows, 
or pry narrowly into ourselves. For us the earth 
produces nothing spontaneous but the thorn and the 
thistle : all that is necessary to the support and the 
comfort of human life requires premeditating care 
and laborious industry. Even these are not exerted 
with a certainty of success; but through causes, 
which he cannot control, the harvest often disap- 
points the toils of the tiller. The tribes of ani- 
mated nature live in hostility towards each other, 
and in rebellion against him who has been styled 
the lord of the creation. Where is his dominion 
over the lion or the tiger, the shark or the croco- 
dile, when those classes which have been most do- 
mesticated sometimes turn upon their master, and 
infix their fatal venom even in the hand which feeds 
them ? In the little world of man, the subordination 
of the parts seems to have been lost, and the har- 
mony of the system to be destroyed. Our bodily 
frame, subject to decay, to sickness, and to death, 
reacts upon our spiritual in sadness and vexation : 
passion oftdti usurps the seat of reason, and the will 
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rejects the counsels of the understanding. How are 
we to reconcile this view of the natural and the mo- 
ral world with what has been told us, that *^God saw 
everything that he had made^and, behold, it was very 
good* ?** The origin of evil was indeed a difficulty 
often started by heathen philosophers, to which, un- 
acquainted with God*s revealed Scriptures, and not 
assured of a life to come, they could give no satis- 
factory solution. Some were inclined to suppose 
an evil being, of equal power, still counteracting the 
good which God created. The chapter whence the 
text is taken makes such unsupported and objec- 
tionable supposition unnecessary. Every thing that 
came from the hand of God, it admits, was good : 
and then it shows us how man abused the liberty 
which God had bestowed on him, and transgressed 
the commandment which God had given. This leads 
us to the true account of the origin of all evil. Moral 
evil came by man's sin, and natural evil came for his 
punishment. 

In the second chapter of Genesis we read that it 
had pleased God, when he placed man in Paradise^ 
to lay one restriction upon his will : " Of every tree 
of the garden,** he said, "thou may est ifreely eat ; but 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil^, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die *^." As we know that 
our first parents did not die until many years after 
their violation of the command, the meaning of 

•Gen. i. 31. ^ Vide Note F. « Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
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these latter words must be, that from that day they 
became subject to death : and as evidently they im- 
ply, that before their transgession this had not been 
the case. Much cavil hath been made against this 
system, as imposing too heavy a penalty on an of- 
fence which these objectors consider so trifling. 
But if it be acknowledged that God could originally 
have formed the human race subject to death, (and 
who will deny his right in this respect?) it must 
equally be admitted that he might have made a 
change in their state, from life to death, a conse- 
quence dependent on whatever condition he might 
think proper to specify: and were the condition 
one the fulfilling or not fulfilling of which rested 
wholly on man's will, man had a manifest advan- 
tage. If a trial were to be made of obedience to 
God, a condition in its own nature of no import- 
ance would seem to be peculiarly suited to the pur- 
pose ; for no other motive could have influence to 
induce the performance of it, but the authority of 
the command. Now it cannot appear unreasonable 
that the great proprietor of the universe should ex- 
act from his vassals some acknowledgement of his 
sovereignty ; and if the tribute which he required 
was small, it could be paid with less difficulty, and 
to withhold it was an act of greater contumacy. The 
forcible expostulation of the servants with Naanian 
the Syrian was, " If the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it * ? " 

• 2 Kings, V. 13. 
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And if God only required of Adam that he should 
abstain from the fruit of a single tree^ when he 
gave him the fruit of every other tree in the garden, 
Adam had much reason to be thankful for the easi- 
ness of the duty imposed on him. That in the minds 
of those most concerned no objection arose from 
any apparent unimportance in the command, we 
have the strongest grounds for believing. Had there 
been such, we should have had the tempter fastening 
on it, for weakening the authority of the command; 
or Adam urging it as an excuse for his disobedience. 
Those to whom it does appear on that ground ob- 
jectionable, are, it is to be apprehended, judging 
by analogy in cases wholly dissiniilar, and applying 
ideas acquired in the advanced stages of society, to 
the infancy of the world and the simplicity of its 
first inhabitants. Many of the injunctions which 
might relate to subjects proper for denunciation at 
the present day, would have been wholly inappli- 
cable six thousand years ago : to our first parents 
many precepts of the Decalogue would have been 
absolutely unintelligible. What ideas could they 
have of graven images, from which there was in af- 
tertimes so strong reason to warn the Jews ? what 
of honouring parents, or bearing false witness ? 
Avarice or ambition, which at our day exert a 
powerful influence, and produce the most important 
consequences, could have little temptation • wher^ 
no possible advantage could be gained by hoarding, 
and in a population of but two persons ! What in- 
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ducemcnt to covet, or to steal, could they have had, 
on whom the whole earth and all its treasures had 
been bestowed ? In truth, before the artificial con- 
stitutions of refined society had existence, the sub- 
jects best adapted for the trial of obedience must 
have been restrictions on animal appetite: and to 
those who will endeavour in thought to place them- 
selves in the state of our first parents, a command 
better fitted to its purpose than that which was 
given, will not readily occur. Let it in general be 
remarked, that those who would enter on the study 
of the ancient Scriptures should be careful to banish 
from their minds, as criteria by which to judge of 
their probability, ideas formed in remote countries, 
where the modes of life are so different as ours, or 
in stages of society where the human character has 
had such change. It cannot surely be unreasonable 
to expect for the Sacred Writings, allowances which 
are constantly claimed for such as are not so. 

Moses, in his account of the temptation of our 
first parents, delivers it according to the exterior 
and visible appearance, as they may be supposed to 
have transmitted it to their posterity. He there- 
fore gives to the serpent the agency which from 
other scriptures we learn is to be ascribed to an 
evil being of a higher order, who availed himself of 
the serpent* s shape and subtilty. That evil being the 
book of Revelations speaks of, as " that old ser- 
pent, called the Devil, and Satan*, which deceiveth 

• Vide Note G. 
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the whole world*.*' He was the chief of those ^^ angels 
that sinned^ whom," as St. Peter says, ^^ God spared 
not, but cast them down to hell^;" the adversary 
of the holiness of God and of the happiness of man ; 
" a murderer from the beginning — a liar, and the 
father of lies ^;" ^^who walketh about seeking whom 
he may devour V' and "to destroy whose works the 
Son of God was manifested*." That there should 
have been various orders of created spirits, endowed 
with faculties superior to those of man, were reve- 
lation silent on the subject, we have reason to infer 
from the gradual scale of existence in the beings 
below us. That some of them may have abused 
their freedom, is a supposition which our own ex- 
perience makes familiar to our minds. That God 
should have left them the power (as sinners we 
know they must have the will) to entice others to 
follow their wicked ways, and to join the society of 
their condemnation, is a point of doctrine to which 
no objection can lie, while we are assured that 
" God will not suflFer any to be tempted above that 
he is able V and that those who " resist the devil 
he will flee froms." That resistance our first pa- 
rents did not give ; and thus by them " sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin^." 

To accomplish the ruin of a whole species just 
formed for the glory of the Creator, the foe alike 

• Rev. xii. 9. •» % Pet. ii. 4. « Vid. John viii. 44. 

* 1 Pet. V. 8. " Vid. 1 John iii. 8. 

' Vide 1 Cor. x. 13. » Vide James iv. 7. '» Rora. v. 12. 
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of God and man, clad in the shape of the serpent, 
puts forth all its characteristic wiliness. With an 
intimation of the hardship of God*s command, and 
a seeming doubt whether so cruel an exercise of 
authority could have come from a being of such 
goodness, he says, ^^ Yea, hath God said** — is it, can 
it be true that he has said — ^^^Ye shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden*?** But of the reality of 
the command, whatever she might now be induced 
to think of its severity. Eve could entertain no 
doubt ; and she recites in answer, the words in which 
the command had been given, and the sad penalty 
which had been annexed to its violation. What 
God had already done could admit of no question ; 
but what he had threatened had yet all the uncer- 
tainty of futurity: against the penalty, therefore, 
Satan directs his opposition ; and this he would re- 
present as what could never be exacted. " Ye shall 
not,*' he says, ^^ surely die : for God doth know, that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil **." Good already she knew, abundantly : 
was it her wish to know evil ? Fatal curiosity ! too 
soon she knew it. She had no doubt of the autho- 
rity under which the penalty had been denounced ; 
—did she now inquire into the authority on which 
the serpent had told her it would not be enforced? 
She knew how bountifully God had showered down 
good upon them ; — did she reflect whether possibly 

• Gen. iii. 1. •» Gen. iii. 4, 5. 
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this prohibition, thus coming from the All-wise, 
might not itself be a good ? She did not : her de- 
sires are excited for the gratification which is for- 
bidden, and she gives ready credence to whatever 
voice would tell her that such gratification would 
be safe. She is not now afraid to look the tempta- 
tion in the face : that which God had commanded 
her not to touch, she went now to look upon. The 
consequence could easily be imagined : ^^ And when 
the woman saw" (what her desire, rather than her 
sight, must have found out) — ^^ when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat V 

The fall of Adam comes on in the narrative al- 
most as a matter of course: a single line is sufficient 
to describe it. Eve will have an associate in her 
sin: "She gave also unto her husband with her, and 
he did eat*'." Little comment is necessary here: the 
powerful recommendation is easily understood. Half 
the work, indeed, was accomplished, when the half 
of the one flesh had yielded to the tempter. Adam 
had, it is true, superior intelligence : but he has a 
most influential tempter. He had superior intelli- 
gence ; and he was therefore, perhaps, more acces- 
sible to that temptation which promised to make 
him wiser. When the Apostle Paul says, ^^ Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman being deceived 

* Gen. iii. 6. <jen. Hi. 6. 
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was in the transgression*/* he means not to acquit 
him of transgression, as numerous passages in 
his works prove ; but merely to state that it was 
not with him that Satan parleyed. The arguments 
of the wily serpent came to him in accents more 
persuasive : is his the only case in which the weaker 
has subdued the stronger? The blandishments of 
eloquent affection from the lips of her he loved, 
threw a spell aroimd his understanding. ^^ With her 
much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the 
flattering of her lips she forced him ''.'* Easy and 
uxorious, he became a partner in her guilt: he 
found out too late that " the knowledge of wicked- 
ness is not wisdom, neither at any time the counsel 
of sinners prudence ^." 

Sin had now entered into the world, and the me- 
lancholy train of its loathsome attendants quickly 
follows it. Shame, and fear, and falsehood, imme- 
diately exhibit themselves. ^^ The eyes of our first 
parents were now opened^ :^ opened to the know- 
ledge of guilt, and opened to the sense of shame. 
Shall we not say, however, that it was a false shame 
which could be ashamed of being found in that 
state in which God had created them, and which he 
had given them no directions to alter ? They were 
now ashamed of what in the days of their inno- 
cence had excited no ideas that were improper, and 
no emotions of shame. They were now afraid of 

• 1 Tim. ii. 14. »» Prov. vii. 21. 

' Ecclus. xix. %1. ' Gen. iii. 7. 
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him, whose presence in the days of their innocence 
must have been the excitement of their lively gra- 
titude, and the glory of their Paradise. Fear was 
now their predominant feeling : fear of that being 
whose goodness called on them for love, whose mar 
jesty for veneration. The " fearful looking for of 
judgement*" took early hold of their sinful hearts^ 
and they ^^ hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God, among the trees of the garden''." ^^ Per- 
adventure," they might have said, " the darkness 
shall cover us ^: " but the God whom they would 
escape, was he to whom ^^ darkness and light are 
both alike*'." What was the secret place where he 
who formed the eye could not see ? And where, my 
beloved brethren, is the place where the sinner can 
be safe, — safe from the terrors of conscience, or safe 
from the vengeance of the Lord? Setting aside ^^the 
spirit of love and of a sound mind*^" through their 
oflFence, our first parents "received the spirit of 
bondage to fear V Happy had it been for them, if 
they had cherished in their hearts that wholesome 
" fear of the Lord" which " is the instruction of 
wisdoms," which "hateth evil," and "tendeth to 
life^:" now a,re they slaves to that " fear which hath 
torment*," which entereth into the clefts of the rocks 
and the caves of the earth ; and would hide in the 
dust from his presence. Called unwillingly into that 

* Heb. X. 27. ^ Gen. iii. 8. * Ps. cxxxix. 10. ^ Is. cxxxix. 12. 

• 2 Tim. i. 7. ' Rom. viii. 15. « Prov. xv. 33. 
^ Vid. Prov. viii. 13. and xix. 23. * 1 John. iv. 18. 
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presence, with all the dexterity of prevarication in 
which the sinner becomes at once an adept, the man 
would throw all the blame upon the woman, and the 
woman would throw all the blame upon the serpent. 
What was the amount of this defence, but a mere* 
assertion that something had been said by some 
other person to tempt each of them to transgress ? 
If this were an exculpation, who is a sinner? for 
who ever commits an offence to which he may not 
say he has had temptation ? God well knew how 
little resistance the temptation met, how readily the 
will went with the tempter. Mercy and compas- 
sion might have been appealed to by confession and 
contrition ; but '' he that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper*." The judge proceeds to sentence to appro- 
priate punishment the unthankfulness with which 
his bounty had been requited, the mistrust with 
which his word had been entertained, and the con- 
tumacy with which his authority had been set at 
nought. 

On the first mover the first punishment is de- 
nounced. Satan was in reality the tempter; but 
Eve could refer the guilt of deceiving her no further 
than to the serpent, his instrument. On Satan, al- 
ready under sentence of " everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels V' no heavier punish- 
ment can fall : and the serpent, of whose powers he 
availed himself, is not a moral agent, and therefore 
not strictly an object of punishment. The sentence, 

■ Prov. xxviii. IS. •* Matth. xxv. 41. 
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however pronounced on him, ^^ Thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field : 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life%" is not altogether an 
unimportant record. By the obvious inference, that 
its former shape had been erect, and its appearance 
probably beautiful, we are led to account for the 
familiarity with which Eve held conference with it. 
She might, perhaps, have mistaken it for some angel 
of light; for into such, we are told, at times " Satan 
is transformed^.'* Altered now in its movement and 
its habits, it could not fail to keep alive in the minds 
of the unhappy pair a wholesome sense of their 
guilt, with a certainty of that part of their own pu- 
nishment, which was yet to come. On Eve, who 
had both sinned herself, and enticed Adam to sin, 
the punishment is next denounced. As she was to 
give birth to a race of sinners, she was to be re- 
minded of her crime by the pains of her travail ; 
and she is specially to be subject to the husband, 
over whom, when she had an ascendancy, she so 
much abused it. " In sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children,*' said the Lord, her Judge ; ^^ and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee ^.'* 
To mark more strongly the punishment of Adam, 
it is exhibited in legible characters of woe over the 
whole terrestrial globe : " The ground is cursed for 
his sake, that he may eat of it in sorrow all the days 
of his life ^." Its luxuriance of wholesome vesreta^ 

■ Gen. iii. 14. *2Cor. xi. 14. 

« Gen. iii. 16. « Vide Gen. iii. 17, 18, 19. 
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tion is at an end : thorns and thistles it is to bring 
forth : that in the sweat of his face he is to eat bread*. 
The penalty of death, originally annexed to a trans- 
gression of the command, is now again distinctly 
denounced ; and the changes in the world around 
him give assurance of the change which is hereafter 
to take place in himself. ^^ Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return V' was the sad sentence, by 
which sin brought down the lord of the creation 
to the level with the subjects of. his dominion ; by 
which sin degraded in death the image of the ever- 
lasting God. 

This is the account which the inspired lawgiver 
and historian has given of the fall of the first pair 
from their state of innocence. Uninspired tradition 
gives it .confirmation in those popular fables of the 
depreciation, of man's moral character in the dif- 
ferent ages of the world ^ ; those allegories in which 
the ancient poets delighted to veil the remains of 
early history. And who can without strong emotion 
contemplate the calamitous reverse in the fortunes 
of persons so interesting ! The first representation 
of human life is a tragedy of universal interest and 
strong impression. For know, my brethren, that 
in that tragedy we are more than spectators ; our 
fates are involved in its catastrophe. Our treasures 
of immortality were embarked with those of our 
first progenitors, and suffered shipwreck by their 
temptation. We are the heirs of their corruption ; 

• Vide Gen. iii. 17, 18, 19. »» Gen. iii. 19. "^ Vide Note H. 
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we are the followers of their transgression; the 
image of God was defaced in their posterity^ and 
all are " shapen in iniquity, conceived and bom in 
sin*." In the generation immediately following 
theirs, we find a slayer of his brother; and soon we 
have all the earth ^ied with violence. When men 
had begun to multiply, " God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. And it repented the Lord** that 
he had made man on the esffth, and it grieved him 
at his heart ^.'* 

*^ Who," says the Patriarch Job, " can bring a 
clean thing out of an unclean^ ?" '' Do men," says 
our blessed Lord, ^^ gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
of thisdes ® ?" That man is fallen from the upright- 
ness in which God created Adam, is a doctrine which 
the Scriptures everywhere attest. There we read 
that ^^ the heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked^." " The whole head is sick«." 
*^ The flesh is weak V ^^ If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us*."^ ^^ Through the oflPence of one, many 
are dead^." ^^ By one man's disobedience many are 
made sinners ^" ^^ By the offence of one, judgement 
is come upon all men to condemnation"*." These 

• Vide Ps. li. 5. »• Vide Note I. * Gen. vi. 5. 

* Job xiv. 4. • Matth. vii. 16. ' Jer, xvii. 9. 
<I8.L5. » Matth. xxyi. 41. U John i. 8. 

i Vide Note J. ^ Rom. v. 15. * Rom. v. 19. 
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are a few from texts innumerable, by which we 
maintain the doctrine of Original sin. It is defined 
by the Articles of our Church, " the fault and cor- 
ruption of every man that naturally is engendered 
of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far 
gone from original righteousness, and is of his own 
nature inclined to evil.*' By these texts, we defend 
it against the objections of those who would have 
God lay before them the whole system of his ways, 
and satisfy, in each particular, their querulous cu- 
riosity. These men complain of having the posterity 
of Adam bound in penalty for his offence; as if, 
among ourselves, the acts of an individual did not 
often involve the unoffending members of his family 
in the natural, moral, and municipal consequences 
of his guilt ; and as if, among ourselves, any were 
to be found who have not added to the imputation 
of original, the commission of actual and wilful 
sin. But they turn aside from^ these considerations, 
to ask us as to the case of those who die in infancy, 
or of those to whom God's revealed will has never 
been disclosed. Let them be aware, that no unau- 
thorized determination which we might make of 
remote and obscure cases, can throw any additional 
light on those which are plainly decided in Scrip- 
ture. And to all questions of this sort, it is a suffi- 
cient answer, that the fates of all are in the hands 
of Him who knows the respective situations of 
each, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose 
goodness is equally shown in withholding from man 
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the knowledge that is unnecessary, as in giving 
him that which is useful. ^^ Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate%** was our Lord's marked rebuke 
to those who appeared to concern themselves — so 
far, at least, as to ask captious questions-— about the 
salvation of others, while, perhaps, they overlooked 
their own. Of the corrupt state of man, none can 
doubt, whose eyes are not shut against experience. 
Try human nature in circumstances most favour* 
able; try it in those on whose tender years the 
world has yet had little influence, and whose pas- 
sions have not gained strength by long indulgence. 
But, first, you must banish from your minds those 
fictitious characters in which poetical fancy has ar- 
rayed them ; and you must subdue the partialities of 
individual afiection. Bring, then, among any num-^ 
her of the youth of either sex collected together ; 
bring one of moral qualities more estimable than 
theirs, and how few will be improved : bring one of 
an opposite description, and how many will be cor- 
rupted. See^ whether, in things indifferent laid be-* 
fore them, the prohibition of any one does not make 
it an object of peculiar desire. See how short a time 
it is before many of them give signs of envy, and 
pride, and passion, and cunning, and insincerity ; 
some even of cruelty, avarice, and dishonesty. I 
will not go into the adult world further than to read 
the description which St. Paul gives of the natural 
man in the person of himself : " For I know that 

Luke xiii. 24. 
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in me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me^ but how to perfonh 
that which is good I find not. For the good that 
I would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not, 
that I do^.*^ Who will lay his hand upon his heart, 
and say, this is not a faithfid picture of what passes 
within himself ? Who will not join with the Apo- 
stle in his pathetic exclamation, "Oh, wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
ofthisdeath^r 

Lift up your hearts, my beloved brethren, and 
learn that a deliverer has appeared, " Jesus Christ 
the righteous : and he is the propitiation for our 
sins^." In his blood has been fotmd what will re- 
lease you from the penalty of Adam*s sin, and from 
the punishment of your own. Here is the atone- 
ment which satisfies the justice of God, while his 
loving-kindness dispenses mercy to his frail and re- 
penting creatures. The ground was cursed for 
Adam's sake ; the serpent was cursed because it 
beguiled Eve : but our first parents were not cursed ; 
for even at the fall, their merciful Master was pleased 
to contemplate their restoration to his favour, and 
hasted to communicate to their contrition the pro- 
mise of that " seed of the woman which was to 
bruise the serpent's head, while the serpent should 
but bruise his heel**." That seed was Christ, bom 
peculiarly of the woman, as without an earthly 

* Rom. vii. 18, 19. ^ Rom. vii. 24. 

' 1 John ii. 1,2. •* Vide Gen. iii. 15. 
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father, and wounded in his inferior nature, in his 
flesh upon the cross, while he crushed the power of 
Satan, and through death, destroyed him which had 
the power of death. Let none then complain that 
he is made a partner in the sin of Adam, when, in 
the same pages which declare this, he is proclaimed 
also a partaker in the righteousness of Christ. 
" As by one man*s disobedience many were made 
sinners ; so by the obedience of one shall many 
be made righteous *." " As in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive ^." ^* As by the 
oflfence of one, judgement came upon all men to con- 
demnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men imto justification 
of life^." But observe, if you would bear the image 
of the heavenly^ you must not have the affections of 
the earthy : if you would become the children of 
the second Adam^ you must ^^ put off the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts *^." 
You must resist the tempter, however subtle in ad- 
dress or attractive in appearance : you must enter- 
tain no longing for the pleasure which is forbidden: 
you must not thirst after the knowledge which is 
denied: you must not present the ready ear to any 
who would excite in you a mistrust in God's words, 
who would represent his commands as grievous, or 
his punishments as never to be inflicted. You must 
humble your minds to be content with such know- 

» Rom. V. 1 9. •» 1 Cor. xv. 22. 

*= Rom. V. 18. ^ Vide Eph. iv. 22. 
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ledge of God's dispensations^ as he has vouchsafed 
to give ; you must take the blessings of his salva- 
tion on such terms as he has thought proper to pro- 
pound. " If you continue in the faith grounded 
and settled^ and be not moved away from the hope 
of the Gospel %" then have you the comforting as- 
surance in him who hath ^^ made peace through the 
blood of the cross V' that you that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works^ yet now hath he reconciled in the body of 
his flesh, through death, to present you wholly and 
unblameable, and unreproveable in his sight®.'* 

" Col. i. 2S. ^ Col. i. 20. ^ Col. i. 21, 22. 
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SERMON III. 

(QUINQUAOESIMA SuNDAY.) 

ON THE DELUGE. 



Genesis, Chap. vi. ver. 8. 
" But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord'^ 

X HE name of Noah leads our thoughts directly to 
the destruction of the human race by the general 
deluge. This awful visitation in its cause, its pro- 
cess, and its consequences, forms the subject of 
this discourse. 

Sin, introduced by the transgression of our first 
parents, soon began to multiply itself upon the 
earth, and established a permanent residence among 
their descendants. Cain, their eldest bom, had the 
inheritance of their guilt : he proved his title by the 
murder of his brother, the righteous Abel, and was 
driven, by the sentence of an especial curse, a fugi- 
tive and a vagabond, from the dwelling of his father. 
Unfit to possess tJie promise of that seed of the wo- 
man which was to bruise the serpents head^ ill quali- 
fied to comprehend, or to be honoured with a spi- 
ritual blessing, his descendants lived altogether for 
this world, for its enjoyments and its occupations ; 
while his brother Seth, that other seed, *' appointed 
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instead of Abel*," gave birth to a progeny, who 
** called themselves by the name of the Lord^." In 
the family of Cain, diligent in worldly wisdom, are 
enumerated the inventors of sundry of the useful 
and ornamental arts, *^ the instructors of every ar- 
tificer in brass and iron,*' ^^ the fathers of such as 
dwelt in tents and had cattle," and " handled the 
harp and the organ ^." In that of Seth, we find him, 
of whom it was particularly said, that " he walked 
with God*^, and was exalted by him, without pass- 
ing through the gates of death, from earth to 
heaven * ; and him, who is described as " a just man, 
and perfect in his generations ^," and who was saved, 
by the grace of God, from perishing in the waters. 
Thus differing in their thoughts and in their habits, 
the two families, for some generations, lived sepa- 
rate; for, as the Apostle says, ^^what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? what 
communion," as by his apposite similitude he il- 
lustrates his position, ^^ hath light with darkness ? 
or what part hath he that believeth, with an infidel s?" 
But, in the tenth generation, when the licentious- 
ness of human passions broke down this salutary 
separation, the light of righteousness became dark- 
ened, and the faith of the believer bowed down be- 
neath the contagious intercourse with the levity of 
the dissolute, and the ungodliness of the worldly. 

» Vide Gen. iv. 25. •» Vide Gen. iv. 26. (Marg. Vers.) 

« Vide Gen. iv. 22, 20, 21. * Gen. v. 22. 

• Vide Gen. v. 24. ' Gen. vi. 9. » 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. 
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What a lamentable proof does this exhibit to us 
of the early^ yet strong propensity of human na- 
ture to sin ? The family of Seth were the represe»« 
tatives of AbeFs righteousness: in Cain^ banished 
from the presence of the Lord; and in Enoch, ex- 
alted by a miraculous translation to tt^ — ^they had 
witnessed the punishment attendant on the viola- 
tion of God's laws^ and the reward annexed to theiv 
observance : they had known the way of the Lord 
so remarkably^ as to have obtained for themselves 
the title of '^ sons of God*." Yet when they united 
themselves with " the daughters of (sinful) . men^^ 
deemed fair in their eyes ; so far were they from 
converting the sinner to the sense of his guilty and 
the scoffer to the knowledge of his God, that they 
themselves, on the contrary, lost the uprightness by 
which they had been distinguished. The offspring 
of this impure association was a. race of supema- 
tural growth in vice and mischief. From those 
who had conversed with Adam himself, they might 
have been taught the power and goodness of the 
Most High in the grand detail of his works ; yet 
there is reason for believing, that they forsook tlae 
service of the Lord, and set up the worship .of 
senseless images of wood and stone in his pl^e. 
Wisely was it, in aftertimes, forbidden to God's 
chosen people to intermarry with the idolatrous 
Canaanites; " for," as the Lord declares, " they will 
turn aside thy sons from following me, that they 

* Gen. vi. 2. 
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may serve other gods *." Balaam gave to the Moar- 
bites his mischievous advice, founded cto this very 
hope, and fortified by this example. When those 
who were styled the sons of God, took wives from 
the daughters of the corrupt, they became wedded 
to their corruption. " And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And it repented the Lord 
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart. And the Lord said, I will de- 
stroy man, whom I have created, from the face of 
the earth ^." 

Dreadful as this visitation was, we may be as- 
sured, from the loving-kindness and the long-suf- 
fering of the Lord, that, to the manifestation of 
6od*s justice, and to the carrying on of his systems, 
it was especially requisite. " The earth was filled 
with violence*^." " All flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth**." The eflForts of divine mercy to 
convert man from the error of his ways had failed 
of their effect, before the Lord made the declara* 
tion, ^^ My spirit will not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh «." When the flesh had 
obtained a mastery over the spirit, and '^ the cor* 
ruptible body pressed down the soul ^ ; " when the 
curse that was on Cain was despised by the heirs of 
the promise, and hope of reformation subsisted no 

Deut. vii. 4. •» Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7. • Gen. vi. 11. 

* Gen. vi. 12. ' Gen. vi. 3. f Wisd. ix. 15. 
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longer, — ^what remained but to pass sentence of ge- 
neral desifeuction on the corrupt dwellers on the 
earth ? Yet even then the divine mercy did not 
in an instant cast them off: one hundred and 
twenty years were allowed them while the ark waa 
in building, and " Noah (was) a preacher of right- 
edusness *." As, when in an after period. Lot called 
to his sons-in-law to come out from the city which 
the Lord had threatened to destroy, " he seemed as^ 
one that mocked unto his sons-in-law*';" — :with no 
less unhappy disregard was the warning voice of 
Noah heard by those " mighty men," those " mea 
of renown V' whose tents were filled with the arti^- 
ficers of weapons for their violence to use, or with 
minstrels to administer to their luxuries. Who 
will say, there was cruelty in destroying those op 
whom so many expedients of enduring compas- 
sion had been tried in vain, unless indeed it cau 
be supposed, that the threats of the Almighty can 
be powerless, and the word of the All-wise a false* 
hood ; unless the God of infinite goodness is, by a 
general impunity, to encourage the sinner, and to 
reward the impenitent. The unabated wickedness 
of man forced the execution of the dreadful judge- 
ment on God's reluctant mercy. The renovation of 
the human race, after the flood, shows that his 
mercy was not extinguished, and that the judge- 
ment extended no further than its necessity to the 
systems of the All-wise required. 

* 2 Pet. ii. 5. ^ Gen. xix. 14. ^ Gen. vi. 4. 
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When the hundred and twenty years were now 
completed, the period permitted for man*s reforma- 
tion, and mis-spent in thoughtlessness and vice, the 
great Creator of all things summoned to the work 
of general destruction those natural instruments^ 
whose strength had before been repressed in sub- 
jugation, and moderated to man's convenience. At 
the Creation, had ^^ the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters %" and had sent them sub- 
tilized into the atmosphere, or had sunk them to 
the centre, to leave the earth a wholesome resi- 
dence for a race which might speak the glory of the 
Creator, and testify their gratitude for his good- 
ness. But when all remembrance of this goodness 
was now obliterated, and the voice of gratitude was 
become dumb, then was God's restraining hand 
withdrawn from the waters, and the barriers of their 
confinement gave way at his command. Hear, in 
the words of the sacred historian, the dread detail 
of the process : — ^^ In the six-hundredth year of 
Noah's Ufe, in the second month, the seventeenth 
day of the month, the same day were all the foun«- 
tains of the great deep broken up, and the win- 
dows of heaven were opened. And the rain was 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights. And the 
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; and 
all the high hills that were under the whole heaven 
were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon 
the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, 

■ Gen. i. 1. 
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and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earthy and every ncian: all in whose nostrils was 
the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land 
died. And every living substance was destroyed 
which was upon the face of the ground, both man 
and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of 
the heaven ; and they were destroyed from the 
earth*." 

Such is the defined, yet sublime description which 
Moses has given us of the execution of the great 
sentence of general destruction. With what solemn 
precision does he begin the narrative ! With what 
impressive copiousness does he carry it on I And 
yet there are those who would tell you, that this is 
merely a. description of some partial inundation^ by 
which the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
lestine .were drowned. Is all this waste of words, 
the common style of this historian ? Is it the cha- 
r^x^teir of his composition to give to trivial subjects 
an ostentatious and disproportionate magnificence ? 
Far from, it : except when the Deity is introduced 
uxtQ his pages, performing, or denouncing in per^ 
son, his mighty and miraculous works, the words of 
Mo^es are those of simple truth and chastened so-? 
berneaa*. If a universal deluge had taken place, in 
wl^t plronger language could it have been der 
sifiubed)? And does aqiy deem it impossible for Him 
v^o created the wqrld to have destroyed it ? Surely^ 
the waters which had been driven from the face of 

» Gen. vii. 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. "» Vide Note K. 



48 ON THE D£LUG£. [s£RM. III. 

the earth into their ^^ storehouses * ," could^ when 
recalled again^ have covered the land. Raised in any 
one part, as we are told they were, fifteen cubits to 
cover the mountains, what was to prevent their 
spreading, by the force of gravity, over all that was 
lower, unless the Deity interposed to prevent it ? 
If his power be infinite, is it by our gauge that we 
are to calculate the depth to which forty days and 
forty nights of rain would cover the earth, or the 
quantity which opening the fountains of the great 
deep would let loose? But those philosophers 
who, to invalidate the Mosaic accounts, would mea- 
sure, by their span, the power of the Almighty, do 
not enter into a computation of the population of 
the world, at the period assigned to the deluge'', by 
which it must, to destroy the whole of the race of 
man, have gone very far beyond the limit which 
they assign. When the duration of human life was 
from six to nine hundred years, the increase in the 
period which intervened between the creation and 
the deluge might have been such as extended itself 
over a very large proportion of the earth^s surface, 
and no local deluge would have sufficed for its de- 
struction. But there are persons always anxious 
to lower the tone of Scripture, and to exclude any 
miraculous interposition of the Deity, in the world 
which he created. " Beware lest any man," my 
l)eloved brethren, " spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit^." Be assured, that those who are 

• Ps. xxxiii. 7. " Vide Note L. * Col. ii. 8. 
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perpetually carping at the books of the Old Testa 
ment^ are attacking in its outworks the Gospel of 
Christ. They are warring against the pure system 
of morals taught through Christ Jesus^ by weapons 
pretended to have been drawn from the natural phi- 
losophy of Moses. Were the duties of the Gospel 
more accommodated to their self-indulgence^ we 
should have less of their labour to reduce the mag- 
nitude of Scripture facts and Scripture denunciation. 
The deluge was an event of such striking im- 
pression and such stupendous magnificence^ that 
we might naturally expect to find some traces of it 
in the conformation of the earth as it subsists at 
present^ and testimonies of it in the ancient records 
of the dwellers in its different divisions. In this 
expectation we are not disappointed. Quantities 
of marine fossils are found in almost every country^ 
at great distance from the seas to which they origi- 
nally belongs and at various depths below the sur- 
face. It must be acknowledged that this argument 
is opposed by some able naturalists^ who con- 
tend that^ imbedded as these are often found in 
the hardest substances^ a much more distant aera 
must be assigned for their formation. But wheii 
we know how much philosophic conjecture was 
mistaken in the period which it assigned for the 
formation of vegetable earth from the lava, of the 
burning mountain^ we are not to suppose that the 
modem science of geology has yet established ita 
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principles to demonstrative certainty. By what 
mechanical agency ^^ all the fountains of the great 
deep were in the same day broken up%" we have 
not been informed: the expression certainly de- 
motes M eftect wrought by considerable force^ suffi- 
cient perhs^s to have removed from the bottom 
of the sea mountains formed from the creation^ to 
have convulsed their strata, or tx) have liquefied their 
eontents. It is, at all events, too much to confine 
withiit the calculation of tranquil regularity the 
works of Almighty vengeance destroying and disr 
organizing. It is true, that the instruments of na- 
ture were employed in their mechanical offices to 
execute the work ; but God^ who gave them their 
commission to punish, by lus power gave them 
their sufi^iency to overwhelm the world, ^^ Behold^ 
I^ even I^ do bring a flood of waters ^on the earth 
to destroy all fleshy wherein is the breath of life^ 
firom under heaven : and every thing ih»t is in the 
earth shall dieV* These axe words which, dis^ 
claiming the restrictions of ordinary agency, resolve 
all into the power of Him. who can make the 
weakest of his creatures strong to the fulfilling 6f 
his word. 

Leave we then the speculations of the philoso- 
pher, to find recorded in the pages of the traveller 
and the historian decisive corroboration of the fact. 
And whether we go to the North ov.to the South, 4o 

* Geti^yit. 11. ^ Gen. vi. 17. 
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the East or to the West, we find in nations at di- 
stance from us and from each other, traditions in 
each^ corrupted perhaps with fable or veiled in al«- 
l^ory, of a flood sweeping away the inhabitants of 
the earth in punishment for their wickedness, and 
of the restoration of the human race by one family 
miraculously preserved from the general destruc- 
tion. In Asia, in Europe, in Africa, and even in. 
America, amongst people savage or refined, learned 
or illiterate, we still meet some popular story de- 
claratory of this, or some custom which bears re- 
ference to it. DoubtSi which at a former period 
were entertained as to the existence of such tra- 
dition among the inhabitants of certain countries, 
have by a more intimate acquaintance with their 
laiiguagi^ and their habits been removed : and we 
may now maintain, that from Scythia to Hindostan, 
from Babylon to Mexico, from Rome to China, 
from Egypt to the South Sea Islands, attestation 
to the Mosaic account of the deluge has been every- 
where discovered^ The Bxk, the first ship, advanced 
to a place among the constellations of their sphere } 
the dove, respected in peculiar sanctity, and even 
the story of its being sent forth to ascertain the fall 
of the waters recorded ; the number eight, that of 
the survivors after the flood, connected with these 
traditions ; and Noah, recognized in various coun- 
tries under different names, willi allusions to ser 
veral particulars of his life, in greater or less re- 

' Vide Note M. 
E 2 
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semblance ; — these give to the narrative of Moses 
all the authority which profane or fabulous history 
could be expected to furnish. 

To go into any detail of the well-known mode in 
which Noah and his family were preserved^ to ad- 
vert to the structure and the capacity of the ark% 
cannot be thought necessary: constructed at the 
command and under the direction of the Divine Ar- 
tificer, it must have been adequate to its uses. But 
it is of greater importance to look to those who 
were saved in it from the destruction which swept 
away all the other dwellers on the earth : your at- 
tention may profitably be directed to those quali- 
ties by which " Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord^.** We cannot be at a loss in discovering* 
them : ^^ Come thou, and all thy house, into the 
ark/ said the Lord unto Noah : ^* for thee have I 
seen righteous before me in this generation ^P Him- 
who was righteous amidst a world of sinners, God- 
would not confound in an indiscriminate fate with 
the profligate and the impious. ^^ When the earth 
was filled with violence V* to have held in steadiness 
the balance of equal justice \ when ^^ all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth V' to have avoided 
the taint of the infectious pollution, — these were 
qualities which, with a God who knoweth his own 
end is known of them, found for Noah in the day 
of wrath a fihelter from the storm. The righteous- 

• Vide Note N. ^ Gen. vi. 8. "^ Gen. vii. 1. 

* Gen. vi. 1». • Gen. vi, \%, 
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11688 of Noah^ like ^^ the alma and the prayers of 
Cornelius^ went up for a memorial before God^ :** 
and '^ in the time of wrath/' as the son of Sirach 
says^ ^^ he was taken in exchange for the world ; 
therefore (because *^ he was perfect and righteous") 
was he left as a remnant unto the earth when the 
flood came^.*' Separating himself from the way of 
the licentious^ and the worship of the idolater^ Noah 
" walked with God V' and was honoured with an 
early communication of the secret counsels of Pro- 
vidence at a distant day to be brought in ven- 
geance on a corrupt race. New virtues here de- 
veloped themselves in his character; and in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews we have a eulogium on his 
faith : " By faith Noe, being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet^ moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house ; by the which 
he condemned the worlds and became heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith ^/' Noah was ^^ a 
preacher of righteousness V' but his voice was lost 
in. the . maddening riot of dissolute joy: heipro^ 
claimed the season of impending wrath^ but the 
scoffers derided the deferring of the day^ and 
mocked the saving mercies of the Lord. His faith 
condemned their unbelief, and Noah^ righteous and 
faitkfvl^ *^ found grace in the eyes of the LordV* 
while the flood was pouring forth its vengeance 
upon the sins : of the ungodly. Where was now 

• Acts X. 4. * Ecclus, xliv. 17. • Gen. vi. 9. 

* Heb. xi. 7. * « Pet. ii. 5. ^ Gen. vi. 8, 
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the festive merriment of the licentious ? Nought 
was to be heard but shrieks and wailing. Where 
were now the gibes of the scomer ? Too late is the 
sGomer changed into a suppliant. All without the 
ari£ was dismay, remorse^ despair : and the Lord 
closed the doors of mercy against a world of sinners. 
Let us now come to the page which imfolds the 
new birth of the world. ^^ And it came to pass,"* 
says the inspired historian^ ^^ in the six hundredth 
and first year'* of Noah's life, ^^ in the first mwdi, 
the first day of the month, the waters were dried 
up from off the earth*." " And God,"— for in every 
part of this stupendous work was his voice to be 
heard and his hand seen,-^^ And God spake unto 
Noah, saying. Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy 
wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee^.** 
He came forth to the sad survey of a land of deso- 
lation, to the melancholy recollection of those 
scoffers who perished in the waters, and perhaps to 
some perplexity as to the mode in which should be 
supplied the comforts of his own state of future ex- 
istence in a much-altered world. But in the devout 
mind of the patriarch, thoughts of earth quickly 
gave place to thoughts of heaven ; and grateful £or 
his so signal deliverance, the first act we read of 
Noah was, that ^^ he builded an altar unto the Lord, 
and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar ^/* 
With the " sweet savour" of his piety was the Lord 

» Gen. vili. 13. * Gen. viii. 15, 16. • Gett. viii. 20. 
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well pleased ; and Noah, the second fovmder of the 
human race, waa specially invested with all the pri*- 
vileges and authority of the first. The corruption 
of sinful generations had justly forfeited aU the 
rights of Adam; but at the restoration of man, after 
the days of vengeanee, at the new creation after 
the flood, these rights were graciously renewed and 
increased to Noah and his posterity. And pf that 
posterity, ^of them/* the three sons of Noah« 
^* wail the whole earth overspread • ;" and however 
infidelity may have disputed the position, more ap- 
curate research has confirmed it^. Between the two 
continents, removed in their populous and best 
Isnown parts hma each other by such an extent of 
sea as in the early and imperfect stages of the art 
of navigation may have been impassible, improved 
geographical knowledge has shown in other parti 
a distance wholly inconsiderable, if not an actual 
contiguity. Here then, my brethren, we find, as 
in so many other instances, the cavils of the supers 
ficial objector removed by discovery more fuU and 
observation more accurate. Thus you see tlutt 
wisdom ^'leadeth in theway of righteousness V* ^nd 
that tile ^ wise understand the loving-kindness of 
the Lord V 

When God made the first communication to 
Noah of his design to bring to an end all fiesh, he 
accompanied it with a declaration, that he would 

• (Sen. ix. 19. * Vide Kote O. 

* Vide Prov. viii. gO. * Vide P«. cvii. 4S. 
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the festiye merriment of the licentious ? Nought 
was to be heard but shrieks and \raiUng. Wher^ 
were now the gibes of the scorner ? Too late is die 
scomer changed into a suppliant. All without the 
Brk was dismay, remorse, despair : and the Lord 
closed the doors of mercy against a world of siimeri. 
Let us now come to the page which imfolds the 
new birth of the world. ^^ And it came to pass,** 
says the inspired historian, ^^ in the six hundredth 
and first year" of Noah's life, '^ in the first mondi^ 
the first day of the month, the wateiB Were dned 
iq> from off Ae earth*." *^ And God,"-^for in every 
part of this stupendous work was his voice to be 
heard and his hand seen,*— «^^ And God spake unto 
Noah, saying. Go forth of the ark, thou, and fty 
wife, and thy sons, and thy s<ms* wives with dee^.** 
He came forth to the sad survey of a land of deio^ 
lation, to the melancholy recolleetaon of diove 
scoffers who perished in the waters, and perhaps to 
some perplexity as to the mode in which should he 
supplied the comforts of his own state of future esr*- 
istence in a much-^tered worid. But in the devout 
mind of the patriarch, thoughts of earth quiddy 
gave place to thoughts of heaven ; and graitoM fin* 
his so signal deliverance, the first act we read of 
Noah was, that ^^ he builded an altar unto the Lord^ 
and took of every clean beast, and of every dean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar ^.'^ 
With the " sweet savour" of his piety was the Lord 

» Gen. viii. 13. * Gen. viii, 15, 16. • Gem viii. 20. 
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the Most High have bended it */' Look at the rain- 
bow^ might the favoured patriarch say to his 
children's children^ beautiful in its brightness, it is 
yet more interesting in that which by a special 
ordinance it indicates, even that loving-kindness of 
the Lord, which, ^^ when he maketh inquisition for 
blood V' he yet remembereth ; for this is the bow 
which he set in the cloud to be his faithful witness 
against the waters, that there should not ^^ any 
more be a flood to destroy the earth ^." 

But as the bow, my brethren, was thus a token 
of the covenant with Noah, so is Noah, with the 
ark which by affording safety to his family gave 
birth to a renewed world, a type of Him whose 
saving mercies redeemed the world from the rigours 
of universal punishment, and restored man, born 
again in grace, to the favour of a righteous and 
merciful God. To Adam was given, after the fall, 
the promise of that *^ seed of the woman^^ which 
was ^^ to bruise the serpent's head**." To Abraham 
was this renewed in the promise, that ^^ in bis seed 
should all the nations of the earth be blessed®." 
Through whom could it have descended but through 
Noah, in whom all the other privileges of Adam 
centred, and who, in the exercise of his testamen- 
tary right, conferred it on one of his younger sons? 
Indeed, the words " I will establish my covenant 
with thee^" would seem to refer to some covenant 

• Ecclus. xliii. 11. '^ Ps. ix. 12. « Gen. ix. 11, 

* Vide Gen. iii. 15. ^ Gen. xxii. 18. ' Gen. vi. 18. 
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which had been known to have had an antecedent 
existence; while the time when they were first 
pronounced^ one hundred and twenty years before 
the flood, would seem not well suited to a commu^ 
nication that the earth should but once be de^ 
stroyed by the waters of a flood. The covenant^ 
then, with Noah takes a greater range, and as^ 
fiumes a higher character : it goes back to the sin 
of Adam, and contemplates the spiritual deliverance 
from its penalty in the sufferings of a Saviour. 
^^ In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For 
this is as the waters of Noah unto me : for as I 
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth ; so have I sworn that I 
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. 
iFor the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but my kindness shall not depart, neither 
«hall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee*."' These are 
the words of the evangelical prophet, referring to 
the covenant with Noah : and the wise and pious 
compilers of the Services of our Church, catching 
hold in the Baptismal office of the allusion of the 
Apostle Peter'*, pray to the ^^ Almighty and ever- 
lasting Ood, who of his great mercy did save 
Noah and his family in the ark from perishing 
by water; that the child brought to the holy bap- 

• Is. liv. 8, 9, 10. * Vide 1 Pet. iii. 20, &c. 
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tism of hti well-beloved Son^ being delivered from 
tlie wnEith of God^ may be received into the ark of 
Chriirt's Church*.** Thus collating one Scripture 
with another^ we explain the type by that which 
corresponds vndt it; we interpret the prophecy by 
its accomplishment; and we find redemption by 
the great deliverer^ the object of the hope of the 
patriarchy as wdil as the faith of the Christian : we 
find Jesus Christy ^^ the AlphdM and the Omega^^ 
from the first origin of transgression to the final 
ic(msummation of ail things. 

And he^ my brethren^ hath himself borne testi- 
mony to the ncutative of Moses^ and in awful watti^ 
ing has applied to the uses of the Christian world 
his record of the flood. ^^ But as the days of Noe 
were/' says our Lord ; ^^ so also shall the coming 
of iJie Son of Man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood, they were eating and driak^ 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until 
the flood came, and took them all away ; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of Man be^/* In the 
first interpretation of this prophesied coming, he 
£d come, indeed, to blot out from among the na- 
tions those who had been long the favourites of 
Heaven, to take especial vengeance on those who 
had spumed the Messenger of the Covenant , and 

* Baptismal Office, 1st Prayer. 

^ Rev. xxii. IS. Vid^ also Is. xliv. 6. 

* Matth. xxiv. 37, 3S, 39. 
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had slain the Just One : he came to level to the 
ground by heathen armies^ that which had long been 
called the Holy City ; ^^ righteousness had lodged 
in it, but now murderers*." And horrible in the 
historic page, beyond all former havoc, is the de- 
tailed account of its destruction ! Yet is this but a 
faint type of the latter day, ^^ when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty an- 
gels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power ^." ^^ But 
who/* my beloved brethren, " may abide the day of 
his coming? and who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth^?" Not those who, engaged as in the days 
of Noe, live in heedless security, indifferent to 
aught beyond this present life: not the scoffers, 
who abuse the long-suffering of the Lord, and say, 
'* Where is the promise of his coming** ?" Not those 
who play upon the brink of the precipice, who walk 
^^ in rioting and drunkenness, in chambering and 
wantonness, in strife and envying*^." No: those 
only who listen to the warnings of the Lord; those 
servants who do his pleasure ; the fervent in Christy 
who love his appearing; the faithful, the pious, the 
poor in spirit, the pure in heart; — these shall obtain 
favour of the Lord; these shall receive from Christ 

' Is. i. 21. ^2 Thegg. i. 7, 8, 9. « Mai. iii. 2. 

^ 2 Pet. iii. 4. • Rom. xiii. 13. 
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the crown of righteousness. Your ears have this day^ 
my brethren^ been opened to the cries of those who 
in the days of Noah would have given worlds to have 
called back their negligence and atoned for their sins. 
The summits of the mountains to which they fled 
gave them no protection : the waters washed them 
from the sides of the ark which they had before 
derided. You commiserate their fate^ you condemn 
their folly : — ^be warned then by their example^ that 
you be not found in equal condemnation. To you, 
as to them, a period has been assigned: to you, as 
to them, righteousness is preached : you are equally 
tempted by the allurement of the world and by 
the deceitfulness of the heart; you are equally 
and powerfully aided by the loving-kindness of your 
Heavenly Father, and the suggestions and strivings 
of his Spirit. The Son of God has pronounced your 
case to be the same as theirs ; — ^that your sentence 
be not the same, may God of his infinite mercy 
incline your hearts to his wisdom, and guide your 
Bteps in the way of his commandments. 
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SERMON TV. 

(FlABT SUKDAT IN LSMT.) 

THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN DESTROYED.. 
THE CALL OF ABRAHAM. 



GslTEflifl, Chap. xix. ver. S0. 

*' And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities oftheplain^ 
thai God temmhered Abraham^ and s^t Lot out of the mdH 
t(f the overthroWf when he overthrew the cUiee in the whiah 
Lot dwelt.** 

It might perhaps be thought reasonable to expect 
that the awful visitation of a general deluge should 
have hft upon the minds of the favoured sunrivors 
hn indelible impression of the power and the jua«- 
tioe of God> and should have extended a wholesome, 
morale and religious influence even to a late poster 
rity. Let us not attribute to human nature a rec* 
titude of judgement which it is not always found to 
possess^ or a regulation of conduct which it does 
not always exhibit. Let us, my brethren, avoid all 
indirect ways of flattering ourselves by expressing 
opinions or expectations as to the acts of others, 
which perhaps would not be justified by our own. 
Every page in the history of the world lays before 
us lamentable proofs of the unreasonableness and 
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the vices of man. The very chapter which begins 
with GocTb pronouncing after the deluge a blessing 
upon Noah and his sons, records before its conclu- 
sion a curse pronouncc4|pn one of his son's sond, 
in punishment of his wickedness. ^^ Cursed be 
Canaan/' said Noah to the son of Ham^ ^^ a ser- 
vant of servants/' that is> the vilest servant, ^^ shall 
he be unto his brethren. And he said. Blessed be 
the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his 
servant"'." That God approved the sentence on 
Canaan^ the subsequent history affords ample 
proof. The abominations of the Canaanites were 
in aftertimes notorious. But even into the family 
of that son of Noah^ through whom the promised 
blessing was to be transmitted^ corruption soon 
found its way; and the veneration due to a Crod who 
had cieated the heavens and the earthy was changed 
for the senseless worship of the creatures of hife 
hand. The remembrance of that poWer which 
had swept away a generation of sinners from the 
earthy and the gracious mercy which had been 
shown to the family of Nodii^ and restored the bus- 
man race in a second creation^ were soon obliterated $ 
and in the tenth generation after the flood, God 
thought it fitting to begin a new system of provi- 
dential administration^ to keep alive and uncbh- 
taminate the promise of him ^^ in whom all families 
of the earth should be blessed ^.^' 

If corruption and idolatry defiled the descendants 

• Gca. ix. «5, 26. ^ Vide Gen- xii. 3. 
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of Noah's favoured son^ imagination may conceive 
to what extent the flagitious wickedness and daring 
impiety of him who was cursed might reach. The 
Canaanites occupied the^rtile land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah : the 19th chapter of the Book of Ge- 
nesis records an especial judgement sent down from 
heaven in punishment of their abominations. ^^ The 
cry of them/* the Lord said, was " great ;" and their 
sin was ^* very grievous*.*' The Lord speaking to 
his sinful people, in the Book of the Prophet Eze- 
kiel, says : " Behold, this was the iniquity of thy 
sister Sodom : pride, fulness of bread, and abun- 
dance of idleness was in her and in her daughters : 
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and 
needy. And they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me ; therefore I took them away 
as I saw good ^ ." The Lord had indeed sworn that 
be would not again destroy all flesh by the waters 
of a flood ; but the crimes of particular districts 
might be such as to provoke the long-sufiering 
mercy of God, and to call for an especial vengeance 
to cut off the pestilent example from the earth. And 
on all the cities of the plain, confederates in ini- 
quity, " the Lord rained brimstone and fire from 
the Lord out of heaven ^ . And he overthrew those 
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground*.** 
So dreadful was this visitation, that after a period 

' Vide Gen. xviii. 20. ^' Ezek. xvi. 49, 50. 

• Vide Note P. * Gen. xix. 24, «5. 
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of 3700 years^ trayellers of intelligeiice and respec- 
tability have discovered, in the nature of the soil 
and in the qualities of the lake which now occu- 
pies the place of those .^||proted cities^ strong con- 
firmation of the Mosaic account of their destruc- 
tion*. Throughout the Scriptures their iniquity is 
almost proverbial; and with the example of the 
general deluge, the overthrow which turned the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes is re- 
ferred to for ^^ an ensample unto those that after 
should hve ungodly ^." The divine foimder of our 
faith impressed them on the men of his day who 
were inquiring when the coming of the Son of 
Man should be : and in St. Luke's Gospel they are 
registered to awaken sinners in every generation 
which should come after; ^^ Likewise also/' he 
says, " as it was in the days of Lot ; they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded^." What is this, my brethren, but a 
description of what every day is going forward in 
the world, a description of ourselves in our several 
secular employments ? Hear now the sad result, the 
vengeance of eternal fire punishing those who ba- 
nished God from their hearts, and lived for this 
world and its idolatries. " But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all**." How af- 
fecting is this record ! How portentous the warn- 

» Vide Note Q. »» 2 Pet. ii. 6. 

• Luke xvii. 28. ^ Luke xvii. 29. 
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ing ! for ^^ even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of Man is revealed*/* But let us not sor- 
row ^* as others who have no hope**." The Apostle 
Peter, drawing his iiidj^limi from the two visita- 
tions, the general deluge and the overthrow of 
the cities of the plain, has declared to us that ^^ the 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the 
day of judgement to be punished*^." When God 
brought a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy 
all flesh, he saved Noah and his family in the ark 
from the destruction: — ^when God destroyed the 
cities of the plain, he ^^ remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow*." . 

Lot was the nephew and the brother-in-law of 
Abraham. His father had died early, and Lot was 
the associate of Abraham in his sojourn, and the 
partaker of his fortunes. The Lord says of Abrar 
ham, ^^ I know that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgement*.** 
We are prepared therefore for the praise bestowed 
by the Apostle on the ^^ righteousness" of Lot, 
brought up under his guardianship ; though in their 
dealings with each other, the superiority of Abrar 
ham, in integrity as well as in wisdom ^ is every 
where manifest. St. Peter speaks of Lot as ^^ vexed 

• Vide Luke xvii. 30. »» 1 Thess. iv. 13. 
«^ 2 Pet. ii. 9. ^ Gen. xix. 29. 

• Gen. xviii. 19. f Vide Note «. 
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witk the filthy coiiveniatioii of the wicked ;* ' audi 
says^ ^^ that righteoua man dwelling among them^ 
in seeing and hearings vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their iinjuifiil deeds*/' Yet we 
have not from him, on record, pious labours for their 
conversion, or supplications for their deliverance, 
or even any expressed intention of withdrawing 
from tiieir polluted presence : he lingered, after no-* 
tiee of the designed destruction^ and one of his 
fsunily fell a prey to her curiosity or her cupidity. 
The same communication of God's intention made 
to Abraham, though dwelling at a distance, prompts 
him to intercede with the Lord, to spare the city for 
the righteous that were therein. He apologizes in 
an humUed feding of the degraded state of human 
nature, for the importunity of his repeated expos* 
tulation ; and the Lord promises to the earnestness 
of his intercession, that '^ if ten righteous were 
found in the city he would not destroy it**.'* That 
number, in the fulness of its population, was not 
to he found ; and the fire came down from heai/sen 
to consume the sinners and their city. ^^ But the 
Lord remembered iJbraham^,'* and ddivered the 
righteous, who were dear to him, from the over?- 
throw. And if the intercession of a man who was 
^ but dust and ashes " found favour with the Lord, 
how much more have we to hope, my brethren, 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, who, after he made the 
sacrifice for sin, ^^ sat down for ever at the right 

• 2 Pet.ii. 7, 8, *• Vide Gen. xviii. 32. * Gen. xix. 29. 

f2 
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hand of God%'' to make intercession for us. How 
anxious then should we be, by faith in his blood, to- 
avail ourselves of his sacrifice ? how anxious to have 
^^ our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience V' a» 
our bodies are washed by> his baptism, that his in-^ 
tercession be not made vain by our impenitence^ 
but that, through his merits, our sins be no more 
remembered? If " exceeding great and precious 
promises have been given us," it is, " that by these 
we might be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust*^." ^^ With those who are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end with them is 
worse than the beginning*^.*' 

To the character and the acts of the patriarch 
Abraham our attention is called by numerous re- 
ferences in the New Testament. The author of 
the Book of Genesis has given his history in a 
length of detail which marks its importance ; and 
the appellations by which he has been designated, 
'' the friend of God %" and '' the father of the faith- 
fill V* point him out as one of the most remark- 
able personages of the older Scripture. Pagan 
writers of high antiquity speak of him with much 
respect, and through the East to this day his name 
is held in honour ^. The Jews look up to him as 
the founder of their nation : the prophet speaks of 
him as ^^ the rock whence they are hewn, and the 

• Heb. X. 12. " Heb. x. 22. ^ 2 Pet. i. 4. 

*» Vide 2 Pet. ii. 20. • Jam. ii. 23 ; also 2 Chron. xx. 7. 
f Vide Gal. iii. 7. » Vide Note S. 
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hole of the pit whence they are digged *." The 
rite by which the followers of the true God were to 
enter into his reUgion was estabUshed with him, 
and no less than eight divine communications with 
him are recorded in the Book of Genesis. The 
patriarchs Isaac and Jacob, and those who came 
after them, held under his covenant, and some of 
the most important prophecies delivered in Scrip- 
ture were given to or transmitted through him. 
Recommended in some essential particulars as an 
example to the consideration of the Christian 
Church, we neglect our duty if we do not in these 
particulars at least make his history an object of 
our study. 

^^ The God of glory," says St. Stephen, tracing 
out to the Jews the origin of their nation and po- 
lity, ^^ appeared unto our father Abraham, when 
he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Char- 
ran; and said unto him. Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and come into the 
land which I shall show thee. -Then came he out 
of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Char- 
ran : and from thence, when his father was dead, he 
removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell ^.*' 
This call of Abraham removed one family into the 
land of God's appointment, there to preserve the 
memory of his wonders, and the promises of his 
grace. This patriarchal dispensation, extended in 
aftertimes, became under Moses the system of the 

* Vide Ib. li. 1, 2. " Acts vii. 2, 3, 4. 
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Jewish establishment^ bj which God blessed a 
favoured nation to be the guardian of his prophe- 
cies and the register of his covenants. And this 
again^ at his appointed period^ opened out to uni- 
versal admission, in that grand and final dispensa- 
tion on earth, under him who was the fulfilling of 
the Patriarchal promises, and the substance of the 
Jewish types ; who redeemed the world from the 
dominion of death, and restored man, purified from 
the sin of Adam, to the favour of God. 

The prompt obedience of Abraham to the hea^ 
venly call, which brought him from his own country 
and from amidst his friends, is one of those works 
of faith which the Apostolic Epistles to the Christian 
Church celebrate in terms of peculiar praise. The 
principal object of the earliest veneration among 
those who walked by sight and not by divine 
knowledge, handed down from their first parents, 
was the great luminary of the firmament. The 
Chaldeans were worshippers of the heavenly host^ 
chiefly of Baal or* the Sun. That the wondiip of 
the family of Abraham was the same, there are 
especial grounds for thinking^. Yet for purposes 
known to that wisdom which looks through agrs 
as through minutes for the completion of its sy- 
stems, the Lord of his £ree grace called Abralain 
from among the Heathens, as in aftertimes of a 
like free grace he called P^ul from among the per- 
secutors of the Christian faith. The energy of 

• Vide Note T. 
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Paul's character might have made him a fit in- 
sirumeiit for Qod*s uses^ as the righteoiuuieas of 
Abraham might have qualified him for the aervice 
for which he was designed : but as God can give 
sufficiency to the weakest vessel^ the call of each 
was of especial grace, and the election not of 
merits. Abraham, like Paul, ^^ was not disobe- 
dient to the heavenly vision *:" *^ and he went out, 
not knowing whither he went. By faith he so- 
journed in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dweUing in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise ^.*' 
The family of the patriarch, under him who was 
called to be the father of many nations, came 
out of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in 
Charran : and Grod removed them with Abraham, 
when his father was dead, into the promised land. 
Over that land, however, God gave him no domi- 
nion: ^^ he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not 
so much as to set his foot on : yet" (although) ^^ he 
promised that he would give it to him for a posses- 
sion, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had 
no child *^." Yet, ^^ he staggered not at the promise of 
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giv- 
ing glory to God : and being fully persuaded that 
what he had promised he was able also to per- 
form^.'' Abraham ^^ against hope, believed in hope* :" 
he rested on the Lord for the performance of his 

• Acts xxvi. 19. •» Heb. xi. 8, 9. "" Acts vii. 5. 

^ Ram. iv. 20, 21. • Rom. iv. 18. 
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promise and the recompense of his reward. He 
was high in that glorious band, " the elders" who 
^^ received not the promise, though they obtained 
a good report through faith*;" the first of those 
whose faith and its immediate reward the Old Scrip- 
tures testify, and of which the New repeat the praise. 
^^ Abraham believed in the Lord, and he counted it 
to him for righteousness^." 

" I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee," said the Lord, ^^ and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee ; and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed ^" Abraham certainly afterwards was " very 
rich in cattle, and silver, and gold^:" Lot also, which 
went with him, " had flocks, and herds, and tents*." 
'^ Their substance was great, so that they could 
not dwell together." The neighbouring kings saw 
the hand of God working with him in all he did^ 
and spoke of him as a mighty prince among them^ 
This may indicate temporal prosperity : but taking 
the whole of Abraham^s history into account, his 
temporal prosperity cannot be considered as the 
completion of the prophecy to its extent. God 
caused him to wander from his own country, and 
at different times to change his abode : Abraham 
found famine in the land of promise, and war broke 

» Vide Heb. xi. 39. *» Gen. xv. 6 ; and Rom. iv. 3. 

' Gen. xii. 2, 3. ** Gen. xiii. 2. 

• Gen. xiii. 5. ' Vide Gen. xxi. 22 ; andxxiii. 6. 
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in upon his comfort ; he dwelled in tents^ and late 
in life he declared himself ^^ a stranger, and a so- 
journer *" in the land of promise. For a length of 
time he had no child ; and every day that part of the 
promise which went to make his seed numerous 
as the ^* stars of the heaven V' ^^ or the dust of the 
earth V' became more improbable. Sarah in her 
incredulity laughed at the promise ; and Abraham 
was eighty-six years old before the birth of Ish- 
mael, — one hundred before that of Isaac, the heir of 
the promise. 

The line of Isaac was not the most prosperous 
of the issue of the patriarch ; and for four hun- 
dred years, as was revealed to him, was the seed 
of Abraham to be afflicted, and in servitude, ^^ a 
stranger in the land that was not theirs^." If 
the promise were to be taken in its literal accep- 
tation, it has never been accomplished. The Jewish 
commentators accordingly consider the earthly Car- 
naan but as a type of the heavenly ; and the pro- 
mise of their living in it for ever, but as a parable 
representing their future happiness in the world to 
come. In that world, they say, all Israelites have 
their portion, — according to their interpretation of 
the words of Isaiah the prophet, " Thy people shall 
be all just : they shall inherit the land for ever *.*' 
But through whom have they the inheritance? 
Even through him whom they crucified. ^^ His day 

* Gen. xxiii. 4. ** Vide Gen. xv. 5. ^ Gen. xiii. 16. 

* Gen. XV. 13. « Is. Ix. 21. 
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Abraham rejoiced to see ; and he saw it, and was 
glad*.** The Jews eighteen hundred years after 
his death still look for one who is to prove a title 
to the office of their Messiah, and to lead them into 
their everlasting possession. In the dispersion of 
their nation, in the havoc of their records, to prove 
snch title in any other at this day would be impos« 
Bible ; and Jesus of Nazareth was he who ^^ was 
sent to bless the race of men, by turning every man 
from his iniquities^." Abraham and the other il- 
lustrious patriarchs ^^ died in (the) faith (of him), 
not having received (what fulfilled) the promises, 
but having seen them afar off." Hear the reason- 
ing of the Apostle from their confession *^ that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth ^." 
** They that say such things, declare plainly that 
they seek a country. And truly if they had been 
mindful of that country from whence they came 
out," (if that were in their minds,) " they might 
have had opportunity to have returned. But now 
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly^." 
The father of him who was sent before our Lord 
to prepare his way, Zechariah, with his mouth 
miraculously unsealed, in the fulness of the pro- 
phetic spirit, pronounces *^ the holy covenant, the 
oalh which God sware to our father Abraham to 
be a deliverance from our spiritual enemies through 
Christ, and the service of God in righteousness 

• Vide John viii. 6, 6, ^ Vide Acts iii. 26. 

« Heb. xi. 13. •* Heb. xi. 14, 15, 16. 
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aod holiness*.** '^ Blessed be tbe Lord God of 
Itanttli for'* in the birth of Jesus Christ, the seed 
promised to the patriarchal ages, in the latter 
days, ^^ he hath visited and redeemed his people K' 
That the Jews alone were his people and the 
heirs of his promise was their frequent and pre- 
Humptuous boast. When our Lord declares to 
diem, that if they continue in his word ^^ they 
should know the truth, and the truth should make 
diem free^;*' they answer him, ^*We be Abraham's 
aeed, and were never in bondage to any man ^.** 
Boasting, my brethren, rarely makes out its case 
without the aid of falsehood. The Jews, slaves at 
one time to the Egyptians, at another in captivity 
to the Babylonians, and now in helpless subjection 
to the Romans, boast that they ^^ never we^ in 
bondage to any man.** So &r from admitting 
their exclusive right, our Lord altogether denies 
them a spiritual descent from die patriarch. ^^ If 
ye were,** said he, " Abraham's children, ye would 
do the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to 
kiU me, a man that hath told you die truth, 
which I have heard of God: this did not Abra- 
ham ' ?** From die sinfulness of dieir works our 
Lord tvaces out for them a far different descent : 
^* Ye are,** he says, ^^ of your father the Devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do ^** ^ For they 

• Vide Luke i. 72, &c. ^ Vide Luke i. 68, 

• Vide John viii. 32. " Vide Jobn viii. 33. 
John viii, 39, 40. f Vide John viii. 44. 



76 CITIES OF THfi PLAIN DESTROYED. [sERM. IV. 

are not all Israel^ which are of Israel : neither, be- 
cause they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children*." But when Zaccheus, the publican^ 
gave one half of his goods to feed the poor, our 
Lord pronounced him, 5^ a son of Abraham ^ : ** 
Nathanael, in whom was no guile, was pronounced 
by him ^^an Israelite indeed*^.** Abraham obeyed 
every divine suggestion ; Abraham gave ready re- 
ception to every heavenly messenger: those of 
whatever country who do this are the children 
of Abraham ; for God is able of what is lowest in 
^estimation, " of the stones" which cumber the 
ground, *^ to raise up children unto Abraham^" to 
the performance of his covenant. " The faith" 
which *^ was reckoned to Abraham for righteous- 
ness," was reckoned to him when he was ^^ in un- 
circumcision :" and those ^^ who also walk in the 
steps of that faith which he had, being yet uncir- 
cumcised," are children of Abraham, and heirs of 
the promise *. The idle boast of the Jews, that the 
descent and inheritance were exclusively theirs, was 
one of the most powerful prejudices which the 
Apostles had to contend against, and whole chap- 
ters in their Epistles are occupied with the contro- 
versy. But the boasting of the Jew is put down 
by the Gospel of Christ ; and Abraham, by him, is 
the fether of many nations. *^ If ye," says the 
Apostle Paul to his Gralatian converts, *^ If ye be 

' Rom. ix. 6, 7. " Luke xix, 9. • John i. 47. 

"" Matth. iii. 9. * Vide Rom. iv. 3, &c. 
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Christ's^ then are ye Abraham's seed^ and heirs ac- 
cording to the promise *." The blessing of Abra- 
ham has thus come upon the Gentiles^ and ^^ the fall 
of the Jews" has become " the riches of the world **." 
For ^^ Christ hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us:" viz. '^the circumcision in 
the fleshy and the aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel ;" having abolished the enmity, even the law 
of commandments contained in ordinances ; ^^ for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace ;" — ^^ peace to them that were far ofl^ as well as 
to them that are nigh ^." This is the everlasting co- 
venant which God entered into with Abraham ; and 
in Christ all the nations of the earth are blessed. 

And highly, my brethren, are all the nations to 
h(dd in honour that illustrious personage with 
whom God entered into this covenant ; the man 
who was thus called from a world of sinners to be 
a depositary of the intended mercies of Heaven, 
and the representative of all the faithful that should 
arise on the earth. ^^ Who," says the prophet 
Isaiah, ^^ raised up the righteous man from the 
East, called him to his foot, gave the nations 
before him, and made him" in his posterity '' rule 
over kings ^?" It was the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven and earth, before whom he 
walked, and with whom he found favour. At his 
command Abraham forsook the land of his fathers 

• Gal. ill. 29. * Vide Rom. xi. 1«. 

• Vide Eph. ii. 1 1 , &c. ' Is. xli.^2. 
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and the society of his friends^ and journeying in 
perils and in painfuhiess turned not back ; but aetr 
tied among those vho^ strangers to his person and 
his customs, could not but have looked on his in^ 
trusion with suspicion and on his prosperity witii 
jealousy. At every change of his abode we find 
him ^^ building an altar, and calling on the name 
of the Lord ^ :" and in gracious acceptance of hiB 
piety, whenever he stood in need of consolaiiofli, 
some new communication was vouchsafed hioaiy 
floztte confirmation of the heavenly promises waa 
given him. Yet in him these peculiar notices of 
divine favour raised no spiritual pride, and even ia 
the moments of prosperity we find him meek m4 
condescending. In his settlement with Lot he does 
not insist on the authority of guardianship or the 
pretensions of rank: returning flushed with the 
glory of victory, he presents the tenth part of hia 
spoils to the claim of the priest and king. That 
he was not wholly without fault serves but to ac- 
commodate his history to our uses, by showing ua 
that the character exhibited is that of a man like 
ourselves. Yet let us not censure Abraham for the 
polygamy which the earlier Scriptures have not 
marked with disapprobation, and which only has ^ 
condemnation in the purer morals of the Chriatiaji 
aystem. Nor let us found any charge of unkindr 
Aiess or unfaithfulness against him from his taking 
Hag^ 9iS a concubine, according to the permitted 

* Vide Gen. xii. 7, S ; also xiii. 18. 
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practice of his day ; when this was done at tbe so- 
licitation of Sarah herself^ misapprehending ihe 
divine intention^ and too eager to have the pro- 
phecy, by whatever means, fulfilled. But freely let 
us condemn his fallacy in passing Sarah as his sis« 
ter, and the prevarication with which he sought to 
elude detection : for in his age as well as in ours, 
and in every age from the first dawn of human 
reason, the rule for the honest intercourse of hu- 
man society is, ^ Speak ye every man the truth 
to his neighbour*/* The dangers which in this 
case might but for the special interference of ¥ra^ 
videace have resnked, should guard us against any 
act of decekfalness and falsehood ; and the history 
of the, patriarch furnishes us in this instance a 
warning against what is wrong, as in so many 
other instances it gives us an example of what is 
commendable. 

Above aU, my beloved brethren, let us look to 
timt quality for which from the Prophets and the 
Apostles, for which in the Jewish records and in 
the Christian Gospels, Abraham hath obtained 
high and highly merited praise: let us look to that 
characteristic faith, of which from his first call in 
Chaldea even to his death in Canaan he was so 
illustrious an example. That his faith ^^ was im- 
puted to him for righteousness was not written,** 
as the Apostle says, ^^ for his sake alone : but 
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we be- 

^ Zecfa. yiii. 16. 
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lieve on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead *." " Fear not, Abram," said the Lord ; 
" I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward \** 
And in the heavenly mansions the Christian Scrip- 
tures represent him residing in the enjoyment of the 
rewards of a life spent in the service of his God ^. 
But what is the office there which the parable of our 
blessed Saviour^ assigns to him ? To comfort him 
who in this world had misery, to denounce torments 
prepared in another life for those who consign to 
vain and selfish uses their good things in this, and to 
proclaim the sufficiency of Moses and the Prophets 
to the Jews as preachers of repentance. Such a 
task our Lord well knew was appropriate to the 
character of the patriarch. Let not the wholesome 
lesson be lost on you, my brethren : be warned, my 
beloved, by these terrors to avoid those sins againsf 
which he denounces punishment; be led by hi& 
suggestions to do good and to distribute ; to read 
Moses and the Prophets, and, in the greater extent 
of your light and your duties, to study Christ and 
his Apostles. May you with readiness of mind^ 
with meekness of spirit, receive that word which is 
able to save your souls : and may God of his infi- 
nite mercy graft it inwardly in your hearts, that it 
may bring forth in you the fruit of good living to 
the honour and praise of his name, through Jesua* 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

» vide Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24, «» Gen. xv. 1. * Vide Luke xvi. 22. 
* Parable of the rich man and Lazarus.' (St. Luke xvi.) 
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SERMON V. 

(Preached om Good Friday,) 
ABRAHAM AND ISAAC. 



Epistle to the Hebrews, Chap. xi« rer. 17, IS, 19» 

^ By fakh Ahraham^ when he was tried^ offered up Isaac : ami 

he that had received the promises offered iqi his only begotten 

son, of whom it was said^ Thai in Isaac shall thy seed he 

called : accounting that God was able to raise him up, even 

from the dead ; from whence also he received him in ajigure" 

jLhose who object a^inst the command given to 
our first parents, as in its nature too trivial for a 
trial of obedience on which depended so tremen- 
dous an extent of important consequence, have, in 
the command given to Abraham, what they cannot 
but admit stands clear of this objection. To sa- 
crifice a son, a beloved son, heir to great rever- 
sionary promise, and in assured hope predestined 
fieither of a numerous progeny, must indeed be ac- 
knowledged by all to be a trial of a most serious 
and most affecting kind. But when the same ob- 
jection does not lie against this, those whose minds 
are always fruitful in o))jections soon find a diffe- 
rent one to bring against it : for they represent the 
command to Abraham as in too great degree re- 
volting to the feelings to have been adopted as a 
trial of obedience ; too cruel to be admitted fis pro- 
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ceeding from a God of mercy and loving-kindness. 
The modes and shiftings of those who oppose the 
Divine dispensations are the same in every age : and 
our Lord's most apposite illustration, by which he 
rebuked those who at his time opposed his mis- 
sion, is equally applicable to the infidel of the pre- 
sent day. " Whereunto,** says our Lord, led to the 
consideration of the treatment which his fore- 
runner had received, and which he himself wa» to re- 
ceive at the hands of the Jews, ^^ Whereunto then 
shall I liken the men of thia generation ? and to 
what are they like ? They are Uke unto children 
sitting in the market place^ and calling one to an- 
other, and saying. We have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced ; we have mourned to you, and ye 
have not wept*.** But however those who reject 
the voice of 6od*s revealed word, on grounds that 
are opposite and inconsistent, may have condemned 
the austere deportment of the Baptist, and equally 
condemned the familiar condescension of our Lord; 
however they may object to the trial of obedience 
in our first parents, by an injunction which had 
importance solely from the command; and object 
equally to the trial of obedience in Abraham, by 
that which natural instinct and human affections 
must pronounce to have an interesting importance 
in itself; — still, as our blessed Lord assures us, 
" Wisdom is justified of all her children**.'* Those 
who are brought up in the ways of religious wis- 

' Luke vii. 31, 32. * Luke vii. 35. 
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dom^ who are invtraeted in the doctrines of Divme 
Truths will recognise in evei^ part of this variety of 
Hieans^ an adaptation still to the ends of the whole 
Scriptural system^ the glory of Grod and the]salvation 
of man. All the methods of Divine Providence ap- 
prove themselves as wise to those who are lovers of 
that which is tme^ and followers of that which is 
good; 

The text refers to the well-kaiown incident re- 
corded in the 22nd chapter of the Book of Grene- 
sis. It begins thus : ^^ And it came to pass after 
these things^ that Grod did tempt Abraham*.** 
2^se things were the different events reported 
in the chapters immediately preceding as having 
taken pliace from the time in which Abraham had 
been called out of the land of Haran^ until he had 
attained the age of 125 years. In these the Jewish 
Commentators find nine different temptations^ 
prior to that powerful and extraordinary tempta- 
tion> which surpassed and almost annihilated^ by 
comparison^ all that was recorded before. But 
does not the Apostle James rebuke any who says 
he is tempted of 6od^ declaring that ^^ Godcannot 
be tempted of evily neither tempteth he any man*^." 
And can the Apostle of Christ be at variance with 
the inspire^ Jewish historian ? By no means : what 
follows ilnmediately^ in the Epistle shows that the 
meaning he- here atmexks toihe'WorA tef^ation, 
that in which it cannot be ascribed to God, is that 

Gen. xxii; 1. *» Vide Note U. ^ James i. 13, 

G 2 
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of enticing man to sin : for he subjoins^ ^^ But every 
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust and enticed^.** In the other sense of the word, 
making trial of fidelity by affliction, or of love by 
command, he had before said, ^^ Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation : for when he is tried, he 
shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to them that love him**." And in this 
sense was the patriarch tempted, when ^^ God said 
unto him, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering, 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee 
of ^/* Abraham had before fedlen into divers temp- 
tations ; but here is one, greatest of all with which 
flesh and blood could be assailed. The fondest 
sympathies of the human heart are called by the 
words of the command to his recollection, and he is 
required to do an act by which it is to be shown 
that they are all subdued. He hesitates not to 
obey the voice of the Lord : he makes haste, and 
delayeth not to perform his bidding : he rises early, 
he cleaves the wood for the burnt-offering : he goes 
a three days journey in the endearing society of 
the well-beloved son whom he is to offer. Arrived 
at the spot where that connection is, by a parent's 
hand, to be cut off, that hand does not draw back 
firom the sacrifice, nor does the mind of the pa- 
triarch falter from its determined purpose. He 

• James i. 14. ^ James i. 12. • Gen. xxii. ^. 
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builds an altar there, he lays the wood in order, he 
binds Isaac, he lays him on the altar upon the 
wood, he stretches forth his hand, he takes the 
knife to slay his son. And now the triumph of 
faith over feeling, the triumph of piety over paren- 
tal affection, is complete. In will and purpose the 
offering is made, and Isaac slain : but God, who 
" looketh down from the height of the sanctuary, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner, and to loose 
those who are appointed to death V' interposeth 
the strong barrier of bis restraint between the in- 
tention and the act, and saves the victim from the 
sacrifice by a father. The death of Isaac was not 
necessary to the trial of Abraham ; and God hath 
not ^^ so much delight in sacrifices and burnt-offer- 
ings, as in obeying the voice of the Lord'*.'* So 
fixed was the determination of the patriarch to 
obey the command, that the two Apostles who re- 
fer to the transaction in their Epistles % speak of 
Isaac as if he had been actually offered upon the 
altar. But He who has no pleasure in the death of 
a sinner, sets a high price upon the life of the in- 
nocent. Isaac survives to give glory to God ; and 
Abraham, in the renewal and confirmation of the 
blessing, receives the reward of his obedience. 

Abraham withheld not firom God the dearest ob- 
ject of his affections : those who know they would act 
differently, wish the condemnation by his example 

• Psalm cii. 19, 20. ^ Vide 1 Sam. xv. 22. 

^ St. Paul and St. James. 
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erased from the volume which yet they would be 
thought to hold sacred. They would tell us, accord* 
ingly, that this temptation was not necessary to try 
the man who had so often been tried before ; that 
the demand was too cruel to be supposed by Abra- 
ham, or by any person, to have come from a mer- 
ciftd God ; that the temptation was a soliciting to 
violate the natural law of parental affection, and the 
record a justification of the barbarous superstition 
of human sacrifice. To what extent are these ob- 
jections to be pushed ? Are we to reject this chapter 
from the Book of Genesis ? or the Book of Qenesis 
from the Pentateuch? or the Pentateuch from the 
Canon of authentic Scriptures ? Or can it be in- 
tended to set aside the whole of the Old Testament 
as a narrative of incidents that cannot be believed, 
in order that the New Testament may then be re^ 
jected as resting on this for a foundation, by refe- 
rences to its histories, its types, and its prophecies ? 
Those who would not go so far, should be informed 
that the Canon of Scripture has by a variety of 
documents and testimonies of great weight been 
established : that the Pentateuch has been proved 
to be the work of the well-known Jewish legislator; 
and that the character of Moses vouches for the 
fidelity of his narrations. It is not for the petulant 
smatterer in moral criticism to garble the writings 
of the inspired historian, and say what chapters he 
will believe, and what other chapters, supported by 
the same external evidence, he will reject: what 
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chapters he will admit to be historical^ and what^ 
from an unwillingness to believe the facts they re- 
late^ he will pronounce must be allegorical. When 
the authenticity of the book is proved^ all that it 
contains must with submissive reverence be re^ 
ceived^ and with implicit fidelity believed. AJl rests 
on the same authority^ the inspiration of Him 
whose power was adequate to the creation of a 
worlds and whose wisdom is competent to regulate 
it. Until man has by him been made acquainted 
with the whole scheme of his providential admini- 
stration^ it is not for a creature of limited views and 
fallible judgement to pronounce what is suitable to 
Grod's system^ or what is at variance with his at- 
tributes. 

So much for a general answer to objections of 
this sort. To the specific objections on this point, 
we may say. That it was fitting that he who was to 
be the father of the favoured nation should un- 
dergo trials, which might impress most powerfully 
on those who should follow him, the example of 
his faith and obedience* His former trials had each 
some personal advantage in view, some remote but 
important interest in promise : it remained for him 
to meet a trial where no advantage to himself is in 
prospect, and where all remote interests must, ta 
apparent probability, be given up. Was the com- 
mand too cruel for Abraham to believe it to have 
come from God ? Abraham himself makes no such 
objection : he found it attended with the same marks 
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to authenticate its authority, as those many other 
divine communications with which he had been fa- 
voured before^; and he receives, and with deliberate 
firmness acts upon it. He who had interceded for 
the sinful inhabitants of the cities of the plain, would 
not readily have yielded to any thing but an indis- 
putably divine command to slay the child of his age, 
the heir of much promise. A second revelation, 
pointing out to him the place, confirmed the first, 
which commanded him to make the sacrifice. And 
was the command too cruel for a God of mercy to 
have given ? Let us beware of founding any argu- 
ment on what lies so much beyond the limits of our 
weak intellect as the inscrutable attributes of thei 
great Jehovah. The legislator of his appointing, 
the historian of his inspiring, furnishes authority 
for the fact, which no presumptuous surmise of 
ours, as to what the Almighty ought or ought not 
to have done, can set aside. Was it ever promised 
that Isaac should not die ? Every day the innocent 
and the useful and the good are taken away by 
disease, and removed into another region of the Al- 
mighty's kingdom ; and what God thus does by 
disease, he may execute by any other agent accre- 
dited by him. He gave Isaac, by a birth which was 
extraordinary ; and might he not, by a mode equally 
extraordinary, have him taken away ? In the event 
he is not taken away : the patriarch is tried, and 
Isaac lives to be the father of many nations. The 

• Vide Note X. 
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barbarity of human sacrifices then is here^ it seems, 
said to receive support from a case where no such 
sacrifice was made, and where a human sacrifice is 
forbidden. Sacrifices of idolaters for the expiation 
of ofiences, have no analogy with the case of Isaac, 
whose sacrifice was not called for to expiate any 
crime of his father. Any single portion of Scripture 
is to be explained in such manner as may best agree 
with the rest ; and the numerous texts condemning 
the barbarous superstitions of the Canaanites, ^^who 
made their sons and their daughters pass through 
the fire to their godsV* and the commands laid on 
the Israelites to destroy the Canaanites for these 
barbarities, speak a language completely contra- 
dictory to any support which the trial of Abraham 
may, by the grossest perversion, be assumed to give 
to the cruelty of their worship. 

But let us turn firom these cavils of the infidel, to 
the Scripture uses of the record to the believer. 
Let us consider the narrative as exhibiting an ex- 
ample never exceeded by hiunan nature, of obe- 
£ence and of faith. As an act of obedience, a test 
of submission to the Divine will, the Lord himself 
cdmmends and rewards it : ^^ Now I know,** he 
says, ^^that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me'*.** The 
father withheld not the child of his age, the heir of 
his great possessions ; the patriarch withheld not 
the son that had been given to his supplications, 

*Dcut. xii. 31. *Gen»xxii. 12, 
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the offspring through whom he had prcMnise of aa 
issue numerous as the stars^ the seed in whom all 
the nations of the earth were to be blessed. Had 
Abrah^wa been told that Isaac was to sicken and to 
die, it would have been a severe trial of the patient 
endurance of one whose hopes had been elated, and 
whose cup of joy had been filled to the brim at hia 
birth. Still this was a visitation over all the sons 
of men, passing daily before the eyes of Abraham, 
blunting often, by lingering disease, the finer edge 
of affection, and at last making death desirable, as 
the termination of the sufferer's pangs. But the 
trial was beyond all this. One violent disruption 
was at an instant to cut the cords which stayed the 
life of Isaac, and to send back every fibre of the 
father's heart-strings shrivelled to its source. Even 
this might have been borne, had the father been 
permitted to be inactive in the scene, — to hide his 
face from the scene of blood. But oh ! most dread- 
ful of all trials ! His were to be the homicidal hands ; 
his was to be the premeditating mind ; his the three 
days of fatal preparation ! Gracious Father of all 
that liveth upon the earth ! suffer us not ^^ to be 
tempted above that we are able; but with the 
temptation make a way to escape, that we may be 
able to bear it*!" 

Decisively does this Scripture proclaim the love 
of God paramount over every other affection of our 
nature. We have here the natural instinct which 

* Vide iCor. x. 13. 
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God had implanted in the breast of Abraham super- 
seded by it, and the fondness of the father sub- 
mitting in all humility to the piety of the patriarch. 
Is it because they do not read of Abraham's e»r- 
postulating against the command, or lamenting the 
calamity, that any persons would represent him as 
not feeling it ? It ijs for the impatient to be cla- 
morous, the sorrowful are silent. What could Abra^ 
ham plead to mitigate the severity of the conunaod, 
but what the words of the commaqd show were at 
that very moment in the view of Him from whom 
it proceeded ? ^^ Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest ; and offer him for a bumt- 
ofiering V The patriarch obeyed ; but if there had 
been no feeling for the offering, there would be no 
praise of the submission. The casting out of the 
bondwoman was so grievous in the sight of Abra- 
ham, that a communication from the Lord is ne* 
cessary to induce him to it^. Deeply then must he 
have felt the sacrifice he was to make of his sou ; 
and it is in the delicacy of this refined feeling that 
he tells it not to her who was a joint partaker of 
his parental affection. To be insensible to the 
charities of family regard made no part of the pa^ 
triarch's character ; but when God tried him in the 
fire for the examination of his heart, he found 
nature ready to submit to grace, and every other 
affisction subdued to obedience to his will. There- 
fore did the Lord confirm unto him his covenant 

* Gen* xxii. 2, * Vid^ Gen, xxi. 
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with an oath^ and bless and multiply the seed of his 
son for his servant Abraham's sake. ^' In thy seed,** 
says the Lord to Isaac^ ^^ shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed ; because that Abraham obeyed my 
voice^ and kept my charge, my commandments, my 
statutes, and my laws*." Thus honoured by the 
Lord with commendation and reward, the example 
of the patriarch's obedience comes sanctified to the 
uses of the people of the Lord, to the Jewish and 
the Christian world. The Jews, whose boast it was 
that they had Abraham for their father, are in- 
structed to look to the rock whence they were 
hewn, and the pit whence they were digged. . And 
the example equally instructs the disciples of Christ 
Jesus. To those who would be such, our Lord says, 
" He that loveth father or mother more than me, is 
not worthy of me : he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me''." Coidd any 
example be more precisely illustrative of this ; could 
any with more encouragement recommend it, than 
that of the patriarch, who was ready to sacrifice, 
who in will and intention, who in the language 
of Scripture sacrificed, his only, his beloved son, at 
the command of God ? 

But this record is in Scripture commended to our 
uses as exhibiting an example of faith no less than 
of obedience. Faith was, indeed, the characteristic 
quality of Abraham, giving an adjunct to his name, 
and connecting those who possess it in close re- 

• Gen. xxvi. 4, 5, ** Matth. x. 37. 
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lationship with him. ^' Know ye, therefore," says 
St. Paul to the Gralatians, ^^ that they which are of 
&ith, the same are the children of Abraham* :" and 
as such, he afterwards pronounces them ^^ blessed 
with faithful Abraham^.'* But his faith was not a 
mere acceptance of historical truth on evidence 
which could not be resisted; it was not a mere 
declaration of assent to an intellectual principle 
resting in theoretic abstraction : it was fruitful in 
works, inciting to appropriate action, animated 
zealous. ^^ Was not Abraham our father,*' says St. 
James, ^^ justified by his works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar ? Seest thou how £Euth 
wrought with his works, and by Works was faith 
made perfect^ ?'* The first declaration in Scripture 
of justification by faith is in his instance ; for his, 
as the Apostle argues, was the fEtith perfected by 
works, the faith which justifies. It was such an 
acquiescence of the mind in the truth of God's word 
of promise as was fitted to produce works, when 
any could be expected to follow in conformity (and 
such it must have appeared in the eyes of Him who 
knows the hearts of all men), ready to believe the 
promises of. God, and equally ready to obey the 
commands connected with and resting on the pro- 
mises. In two instances of the three referred to 
from Abraham's history in the Apostolic Epistles, 
an act of obedience was demanded of Abraham on 
the ground of his belief, and it was performed : in 

• Gal. iii. 7. »• Gal. iii. 9. « James ii. «i, 3^. 
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the third, though no act of obedience is called- fop> 
its analogy to one i» ^hich there wasy is disdhcdjff 
pointed out. ^^ By faith/' says the Epistle- to thd 
Hebrews, ^^ Abraham^- when he was caUed to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an in:' 
hevitEUice, obeyed; -and he went, not kno^ngwhithev 
he went V After this the Apostle, using the same 
phrase ^^ by (or thiwigh) feith>'* as of a similai* in^ 
stance tells of the faith in: this birth of Isaac ^ :> but 
here no* act being inquired as to arise out of that 
faith, the mere belief, the confidence in the promise 
of God that a birth, so improbable and so conse^ 
quential, should take place, is imputed to Abrahanl 
for' righteousness. Then in the words of the text 
it is recited, that ^^ by faith," — ^still the same formal 
phrase adhered to,— ^^' Abraham, when he was tried; 
offered up Isaac ; and he that had received the pro-i* 
mises offered up his only begotten son, of whom* it 
was said. That in Isaac shall thy seed be called®.** 
How this act of obedience was connected with his 
fiuth, the words which follow explain ; ^' accounting 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead**.** '* Fully persuaded that what God had pro* 
mised he was able also to perform^.'* Abraham 
had confidence that God would yet make him the 
father, through Iisaac, of many nations, even though 
Isaac should, at God*s command, be offered up • as 
a burnt-offering, *^ accounting that God was able,*' 

• Heb. xi. 8. «» Heb. xi. 11. « Heb. xi. 17, 18. 

^ Heb. xi. 19. « Rom. iv. 21. 
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i§ such should be the miractdons mode which he 
might think proper to adopts ^to raiBe him^ up, 
even from the dead^** The last words of the text 
^^ from wheace also/* that is, from the dtead^ " he 
received him in a figure V refer obviously t9^ the 
birth of Isaac from parents^at an age* which rendered 
th^n, as it were, deadi tO'the' hope of having; in 
human probability,^ children through whom the^ pro- 
mised blessing might be realixed^ Now, making 
the birth of Isaac thus a^ figurative' representation 
of what might take place on his being- ofiisred up 
sh0w» the feith^ mentioned^in both^ tohave^been of 
the same sort. ^^ Abraham staggered not,'* in either 
case^ ^^ through unbelief;* but was strong in fitith, 
giving glory to God>^ :** assured that, as the promise 
foiled' not in the first case, notwithstanding the 
deadness of the parents, so neither would it in the 
second through the deadness of the child. And the 
fiuth in the promise of Grod, under circumstances of 
such improbability as to the*birth*of Isaac, is^ im- 
puted to Abraham for righteousness^ though-widi- 
out any works to bring forward to prove it, w being 
analogous to that fiuth which had works to ei^nce 
its sincerity; faith in the same promise of Gbd of 
preserving Isaac to the perpetuating the blessing, 
notwithstanding the readiness of Abraham to - sa- 
crifice him as a bumt>.oiBfering. ""Now itwas not 
written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to 
him ; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if 

* Heb. xi. 19. •» Vide Note Y. * Rom. iv. 20. 
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we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord ' 
from the dead ; who was delivered for our offences, - 
and was raised again for our justification ^'' 

And this leads me to the last view I propose 
taking of this important Scripture, as a type of the 
great sacrifice in aftertimes made for the sins of the 
whole world, as a communication made by a sym-f 
bolical act to Abraham of the redemption of man • 
by the death and passion of our Liord Jesus Christ, 
and of the resurrection of the dead ascertained by • 
the certainty of his having risen from the grave. 
Isaac, on the mountain of Moriah, bearing the 
wood for the sacrifice of himself, represents our 
LfOrd on Calvary, (identically a part of the same 
niountain,) bearing the cross on which he was to - 
suffer. ' Isaac, . a child of promise, bom out of the 
ordinary course of nature, is, as Christ born of a 
pure virgin, to perform the promises which Gk>d 
had made to the Patriarchs, the oath which he had 
sworn to our father Abraham. Isaac, three days 
dead in the sight and purpose of his father, is Christ • 
three days in the heart of the earth, thence to rise 
triumphant over the powers of sin and of the grav^ 
as Isaac, restored by the interruption of the sacrifice, 
became -alive again to the inheritance of the pro- 
mised blessing. Christ, at whose command more 
than twelve legions of angels could have appeared, 
to rescue him from his enemies and to deliver him • 
from his sufferings, submitted yet in all things that 

* Rom. iv. 25, 24, 25. 
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the Scripture might be fulfilled. Isaax;^ strong 
enough to bear a load of great weighty could never 
at the age of twenty-five years have been over- 
powered by the aged patriarch, but must also have 
been a voluntary victim. As a meek and a patient 
sufferer, the words of the prophet are affectingly 
descriptive of either. " He is brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth*." The 
whole transaction is a scenic representation of the 
death and resurrection of our Lord, vouchsafed for 
the comfort of the patriarch, and for the strength- 
ening of the faith in those who were to follow. For 
that at the conclusion the intent of the mystery of 
Isaac sacrificed and yet surviving, in its similitude 
to the no less mysterious sacrifice of our Lord dy- 
ing and rising again, was explained to the patriarch, 
is most highly probable. " Your father Abraham," 
says our Lord to the Jews, " rejoiced to see my day; 
and he saw it, and was glad^." Now, what occasion 
so natural for this revelation does the Book of 
Genesis present to us, as this present chapter lays 
open ? And this chapter our Church accordingly 
has selected from the Old Testament as the appro- 
priate lesson to be read on the day appointed to 
commemorate the passion of our Redeemer. The 
day of our Lord marks out peculiarly the day of 
the*most important incident in his history, the day 
of his crucifixion: now unless the ends of that 

• Is. liii. 7. ^ John viii. 56. 

H 
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dispensation ; unless the benefits which the world 
was to derive from our Lord^s sufifering were also 
to be revealed^ the revelation of these sufferings 
would, to his great progenitor in the flesh, have 
been matter of sorrow, not of joy. But the great 
scheme of man's redemption, so many centuriei 
after, to be brought about by him of whom Isaac 
was a prototype, and the true spiritual nature of 
that seed in which all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed^ — ^these would have been a joyful disclo^ 
sure to the patriarch, an attestation of divine regard 
to him, and an encouragement to his descendants 
to follow the example of his faith and his obe-> 
dience, that faith which was counted to him for 
righteousness, and that obedience which gained him 
the friendship of God. 

Let the words of the infidel against the severity 
of the command given to Abraham now change in 
the mind of the believer to an eulogium on obe- 
dience thus gloriously rewarded. ^^ Wisdom pre- 
served the patriarch blameless unto God, and kept 
him strong against his tender compassion to his 
son^.** How must the affections of the father have 
been wrung, when on the way to the Mount his 
innocent, his beloved child says, ^^ Behold the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt <» 
offering'* ?*' The resort of Abraham is to heaven : 
thence only can come what may comfort suffering 
innocence on the earth — ^what may reconcile coU"- 

• Wisd. X. 5. ^ Gen. xxii. 7. 
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flicting relations— *what alone can supply strength 
in the day of trial. ^^ My son/' said the pa* 
triarch, ^^ Grod will provide himself a lamb for. a 
burnt-offering*." And while the admirer of the 
Classic page extols the justice and the patriotism 
of those fathers who condemned their children to 
deaths to support the discipline of their armies or 
the interests of their country,— rwill he withhold his 
praise from the piety of the patriarch obedient to 
the commands of Grod, and strong in his faith: 
believing firmly the promises^ while he was re^y 
to do that act which, to all ordinary seeming, shut 
out all prospect of their completion ? But this was 
at the command of Him who gave the promises, 
whose power is infinite, and whose purposes are 
inscrutable. Abraham knew him to be the rightful 
ruler over all the dwellers upon earth, and he found 
him to be the God whose loving-kindness is over 
all his works. ^^ They that sow in tears shall reap 
in joy'*." Abraham is tried, and Isaac lives to the 
inheritance of the blessing. In his seed were all 
the nations of the earth to be blessed : and we, my 
beloved brethren, ^^as Isaac was called to be, are the 
children of the promise*^.*' For " we have received 
the spirit of adoption ^ ;" we have received a *^ law** 
more pure, and a '' service" more spiritual : to us 
the " glory" of God aboundeth more and more : 
" Christ is the mediator of a better covenant, which 

Gen. xxii. 8. *» Ps. cxxvi. 5. 

' Gd. iv. 28. ^ Rom. viii. 15. 
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was established upon better promises^:*' to us are 
committed ^^ oracles'* more lively, even the records 
which show us the completion of their prophets 
and the fulfilling of the types of their law. " The 
blessedness" of the man ^^ to whom the Lord 
shall not impute sin/' cometh not ^^ upon the cir- 
cumcision only^ :" the ^^ promise" was not to Abra- 
ham " through the law, but through the righteous- 
ness of faith^." " To Abraham and his seed were 
the promises madeV' but *^ that seed was Christ :" 
Christ revealed to the patriarchs in figure, shadowed 
out by the types of the law, foretold by the pro- 
phets ; but in the latter days, when the fulness of 
time was come, sent to dwell upon earth. " He 
took on him the seed of AbrahamV' and on the 
mount whereon Solomon had built the temple for 
the oflfering of the daily sacrifice, there the Son of 
God, prefigured by Isaac, made by his blood an 
atonement for the sins of the whole world, and, for 
his meritorious sacrifice, through faith in him by 
grace are we saved. The faith of Abraham was 
faith in him ; let the obedience of Abraham, founded 
on faith, be ours, my brethren. Those who call 
themselves children of Abraham should do the 
works of Abraham^" Like him, they are to sub- 
mit every indulgence of their hope, every reasoning 
of their mind, every instinct of their nature to the 

« Heb. viii. 6. ^ Rom, iv. 8, 9. 

« Rom. iv. 13. ^ Gal. iii. 16. 

• Heb. ii. 16. ' Jobn viii. 39. 
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controul of God's command : they are not to love 
power or wealthy no nor yet country or child^ more 
than him : even to that extreme obedience which 
our Lord marks out by a comparison with plucking 
out a right eye^ or cutting off a right hand, are they 
to cast down imaginations and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God^ 
and to bring into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ. May you then, my beloved 
brethren, when ye fall into divers temptations, count 
it all joy, through him whose day the patriarch re- 
joiced to see, and the faith in whom overcometh 
the world. And as Abraham, when he had patiently 
endured, obtained the promise, so may you, fol- 
lowers of the example of his patience, become with 
him the joint partakers of his reward. 
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SERMON VI. 

(Second Sunday in Lent.) 
JACOB AND ESAU. 

Genesis, Chap, xxvii. ver. 35. 

** And he said, Thy hrotJter came with subiilty, and hath taken 

away thy blessing,** 

There are few chapters in the Mosaic Scriptures, 
which have given occasion to more cavil ihan the 
twenty-seventh chapter of the Book of Genesis: 
there are few incidents recorded by Moses^ on 
which, as a foundation, a more important super- 
structure has been attempted to be raised than the 
preference of Jacob to his elder brother Esau, as to 
the spiritual blessing transmitted through the pa- 
triarchs. If, while some of the chapters of this 
book contain little more than a bare enumeration 
of names and genealogies, this gives a minute detail, 
in all its circumstances, of one particular trans- 
action, we may be assured that the transaction had 
great importance in the eyes of the historian, and 
that the actors bore a distinguished part in the pro- 
vidential system of the world. Accordingly we find 
the favoured nation, to which were given a code 
of laws of God's enacting, and a succession of 
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prophets of his inspiring, was called after the name 
of Israel ; and we learn from the Christian Scrip- 
tures, that the promised blessing had its accom- 
plishment in the person and coming of a descendant 
of Jacob in the flesh. 

When God called Abraham out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, he promised that he would ^^ make of 
him a great nation, and that in him should all the 
nations of the earth be blessed*." To Isaac the 
Lord renewed this blessing in nearly the same words : 
" and I will perform," he said, " the oath which I 
sware unto Abraham thy father ^." " And in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed^." The 
chapter following this informs us, that at an ad- 
vanced period of his life Isaac wished before his 
death to give the blessing to his first-born^, and 
that to enable him to do this he called on Esau to 
get for him some of that strengthening food with 
which his attentive regard had often before supplied 
him. But his wife Rebecca, determining within 
herself to get the blessing for the younger brother, 
her favourite, urges Jacob more expeditiously to 
get such food as she dresses like to that which was 
desired, and prevails on him to pass himself for 
Esau on the dimness of Isaac, and bring the savoury 
meat to him in the character of his brother. By 
the artifice which she had used to disguise his ap- 
pearance, and by his directly asserting when inter- 

• Vide Gen. xii. 2, 3. ^ Gen. xxvi. 3, 4. « Vide Note Z. 
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rogated, that he was "Esau, his first-born,'* the 
stratagem is successful; and Jacob, thus anticipating 
Esau, intercepts the blessing of his father. When 
Esau ixt his return expostulates with his father in 
tears at finding himself thus supplanted, he obtains 
from Isaac a prophetic promise of temporal ad- 
vantage in the future fortunes of his house % but 
the blessing of Abraham is pronounced irrevocably 
fixed on Jacob ; and God is throughout the Scrip- 
tures declared the father of Jacob, as he had been 
of Abraham and of Isaac, his progenitors. 

This is the simple outline of the narrative, against 
which an outcry has been raised, as setting up fia^ 
vouritism against right, as levelling all the land- 
marks of natural justice, as encouraging duplicity 
and fraud, and making the patriarchs examples of 
subtilty and falsehood. The truth is, that men 
arrange from their own views a certain system^ 
according to which they think God's government 
should proceed, and God's inspired Scriptures should 
be composed ; and when the recorded facts are at 
variance with this system, and the Scriptural de- 
clarations will not submit to its standard, objections 
are started against the record, and infidel presump- 
tion rejects the declarations. To clear this and 
other similar narratives of their difficulties, it may 
be expedient to look beyond this immediate trans- 
action for the more general purpose of rectifying 
popular misapprehensions as to what may be ex- 

• Vide Note AA. 



SERM. VI.] JACOB AND. BSAU. sl05 

pected in. God's revealed word, and of removing 
false opinions, by which the morality of the patri- 
archal characters may have been wrongly estimated. 
But before we enter upon this, let us observe, that 
at least the merit of faithful integrity and of im- 
partial candour is due to the historian, who himself 
furnishes those grounds to the objector. Had it 
been the design of Moses to engage the. Jews to fol- 
low his standard, to free themselves from Egyptian 
bondage, and to seek elsewhere under him a country 
and a name, — ^what topic could he in human policy 
touch upon less adapted to this object, than relating 
what was discreditable in the lives of their fathers ? 
If his wish had been to have found favour with the 
Israelites, would he have detailed and dwelt upon 
what was disreputable to Israel ? No : as far as was 
practicable he would have drawn a veil over what- 
ever was culpable in the conduct of the patriarchs, 
had any other motive than a love of truth been 
operating on his mind. Let Moses then, and on 
similar grounds let the other historians of the Old 
and of the New Testament, have all the credit and 
the authority to which honest candour can lay 
claim. If the narratives which they lay before us 
evince, by unprejudiced and disinterested fidelity, 
an utter disregard for popular acceptance^ must we 
not consider the writers actuated by a higher mo* 
tive ? Must we not believe them when they an- 
nounce themselves as yielding obedience to the 
Spirit of God, which dictated to them what in 
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itself was true, and in its communication would be 
useful ? 

The first erroneous view of Scripture to which I 
shall advert, is that which supposes that it should 
present to us a full account of God's systems, and 
a satisfactory solution of all the difficulties respect- 
ing them which might arise in the mind of any. Now 
it is acknowledged that no part of natural science 
stands thus clear of objectionable matter, — and why 
should we expect that in moral science the case 
should be different? Why expect that God shall 
address us in the book of Grace, in a language 
which he never adopts in the book of Nature? 
The objects in this world most familiar to our 
view have their dark sides : the sciences which are 
most certain are not without their paradoxes. In 
temporal concerns of high importance we believe, 
we adjudge, and we act on grounds that are only 
probable ; in spiritual are we to lay it down as a 
rule that we are not to advance one step without 
rigid demonstration ? In spiritual concerns alone 
are we to assign to a question which cannot be 
answered, the force of an argument which refutes 
and disproves ? What rank in the creation do we 
arrogate to ourselves, that we should require the 
systems of the Divinity to be unrolled before us, 
and that we should reject from the Scriptures 
whatever does not satisfy our blindness or accord 
with our prejudice ? The trial chosen for our first 
parents was to abstain from what they were told 
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would make them wiser: they fell before the 
tempter; they acquired no new knowledge but 
that of sin ;-^and is it for their degraded descend- 
ants to expect that God shall in all particulars gra- 
tify the intemperance of their curiosity? Prove 
the Scriptures to be the revealed word of God, and 
every thing contained in them calls for our acqui- 
escence and belief; for every thing recorded in 
them is referred to a power to which nothing but 
what involves contradiction in itself is impossible. 
To humble our intellectual pride, to exercise our 
patience, to direct our thoughts to considerations 
liie most useful, and to the knowledge which is 
necessary, God has hid from us much of the know- 
ledge which is not so. Here ^^ we know in part'," 
now "we see through a glass darkly^:'* let us by 
this be excited to endeavour at attaining that state 
where we " shall know even as also we are known*." 
In so many ways does the loving-kindness of God 
work unseen to bring about the happiness of his 
creatures, that we may perhaps have equal reason 
to thank him for what has been in his wisdom 
withheld, as for what has been in his bounty be- 
stowed. The sky without a cloud would dazzle 
the eyes ; the eflFulgence of divine irradiation might 
be too powerful for the intellect of him who was 
created and corporeal. 

A second erroneous view often taken of Scrip- 

* 

ture respects the construction of particular pas- 

* 1 Cor. xiii. 9. «» 1 Cor. xiii. 12. «= Vide 1 Cor. xiii. 1^. 
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sages^ to which it gives an interpretation without 
reference to other scriptures by which this may be 
modified^ or to the rules of that species of compo- 
sition to which it belongs. For though we speak 
of Scripture but as one book^ it is a body of com- 
positions of various kinds, by men of different times 
and classes and ages and characters. The Scriptures 
contain histories and poems and prophecies and 
laws and apophthegms and visions and epistles : 
and one great evidence of their divine inspiration 
is the so general and harmonious accordance of 
writings in their natures dissimilar ^ But as compo- 
sitions, each is subject only to the laws applying 
to the species to which it belongs, and what would 
not be deemed objectionable in the profane writer 
is not to be objected against in the sacred. We 
are not to refuse to Moses the indulgence we would 
give to Livy or to Xenophon. It is the business of 
the historian to relate facts as they occurred ; for 
the morality of them he is not answerable: to sup- 
pose thai he approves all he does not specially 
condemn, would be to make him approve things 
opposite in their morals and their tendency. To 
require that Moses shall turn aside from his general 
purpose, to draw up at the end of each chapter (and 
the division by chapters is an arbitrary one,) a 
moral judgement on its contents, is to establish for 
his writings a rule by which no other historian has 
been considered bound. If we find therefore any 

■ Vide Note B B. 
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part of the works of Moses in which fraud is con- 
demned, we are not to say that his not formally 
giving his censure of it in the 27th chapter of Ge- 
nesis is an approbation of the fraud of Jacob. If 
one of his laws declares that person " accursed who 
maketh the blind to wander out of the way*/' we 
cannot mistake the judgement he would have pro- 
nounced, had he felt himself called on to pass 
judgement, on the act of Jacob. 

Another imperfect and erroneous view of Scrip- 
ture, respects the morality of its most remarkable 
characters. From the praises bestowed on the pa- 
triarchs, it would expect to find them immaculate 
and impeccable: but where is the man against 
whom temptation must be always unsuccessful, 
and in whom to sin is impossible ? Sons as all are 
of Adam, there is no passage in Scripture which 
pronounces the patriarchs exempt from the conse- 
quences of his fall. There may be a general praise 
of a character, which yet we are not warranted 
specially in applying to each particular act of the 
individual ; and much less is the approbation which 
in direct terms is expressed as given for one esti- 
mable quality, to be extended to the whole, and 
made to cover qualities of an evidently different 
kind. The Lord " commended the unjust steward, 
because he had done wisely V' but this qualified 
commendation gives no sanction to his injustice. 
The patriarchs are spoken of as ^* having obtained 

* Vide Deut. xxvii. 18. •* Luke xvi. 8. 
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a good report through faith*:'' and in the same 
chapter the quality of faith, generally ascribed to 
them all, is specified as a quality which each of 
those individually enumerated, exemplified in a va- 
riety of his actions. Among these we find Jacob 
praised for his faith : but is there one line in the 
New Testament which would justify his fraud? 
TTie Jews indeed, who contend for the sinless per- 
fections of their ancestor, labour to defend him 
against the charge of uttering a falsehood, even when 
he tells Isaac that " he is his very son Esau*':" he 
meant, say they, that " having purchased the birth- 
right of Esau, he now stood in his place to claim 
the blessing." All that this defence affects to do 
is to change a lie into an equivocation : for this 
was not an answer to the questions in the sense in 
which Isaac had asked him ; Who art thou, my 
son*^?" "Art thou my very son Esau^?" But 
when honest candour and common sense are to be 
opposed, it is sophistry which must furnish the 
arguments. 

The last error to which I shall advert is, con- 
cluding from any action recorded in Scripture as 
having been successful in its consequences, that it 
must therefore have had the sanction of divine ap- 
probation. Now this is not an inference which we 
draw respecting matters passing daily before our 
eyes; and what the difference can be as to those re- 

* Heb. xi. 39. * Gen. xxvii. 24. 

e Gen. xxvii. 18. * Gen. xxvii. 24. 
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corded in Scripture is not easy to say. From the 
great expounder of God's revealed will we know 
that it was a false opinion which could suppose 
^* those on whom the tower in Siloam fell to have 
heen greater sinners *" than those who had just be- 
fore passed by unhurt. The special providence of 
God^ the same in all dispensations^ does not con- 
tinually interrupt the relations of cause and eflFect 
which for wise and gracious purposes he has esta- 

I 

blished : when he wishes to disturb that order, he 
often announces his intention previously, and he 
always marks his interference in characters which 
cannot be mistaken. He can carry on his system 
by means apparently natural, and by agents who 
are unacquainted with that system and unconscious 
of their supporting it. He gave the blessing to 
Abraham, because Abraham had ^^ obeyed his 
voice ^;" he gave the blessing to Isaac, " because 
that Abraham had obeyed his voice and kept his 
charge, his commandments, his statutes, and his 
laws^." But there was no view, retrospective or 
prospective, of the acts of Jacob or of Esau in con- 
ferring the blessing on one rather than on the 
other. ^* The children not being yet bom, neither 
having done any good or evilV' it was ordained 
that ^^ the elder should serve the younger*.'* The 
blessing then was not to cover any fault of Jacob, 
nor was the withholding it a punishment on Esau: 

» Vide Luke xiii. 4. •» Vide Gen. xxii. 18. 

' Gen. xxvii. 5. ** Rom. ix. 11. * Rom. ix. 12. 
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Grod for bis own wise purposes made the ordinahcdi/ 
and Jacob had the blessing, as the Aposde expreas^^ 
ly declares, " not " as the " reward of works, biit' 
that the purpose of God according to eleotiOBf 
might stand*." j :rM 

If we have succeeded in setting aside these^ 
several erroneous and prejudiced views, on which 
the objections to this and many similar narratiima' 
in Scripture rest, there is no difficulty in Hke theupa: 
ter. The historian, feeling the importance of eoreicy^l 
thing connected with the promised blessing, giif^s \ 
us' a minute account of the mode by which it liif 
transferred to the younger instead of the elder. • Hei1 
tells us the cause of Esau s absence, the urgenff ^ 
solicitation of Rebecca to her son Jacob to avaik-t 
himself of this, her stratagem for his eseapingh 
detection, and the process of the fraud and falsQ^ : 
hood by which he imposed on his fathers blindTti 
ness, and supplanted his brother in obtaining the 
blessing. But through the whole detail, Mo^e^u 
has not given one word to indicate approbation of. ; 
that which the general tenor of his writing and the : 
spirit of his laws show he must have condenmed*M 
It does not suit the purposes of the divine justice i* 
imjnediately to punish the fraud of Jacob, as the. { 
objectors might in their sage wisdom expect to aeet i 
it punished. The blessing is confirmed tohim:-. 
though Isaac lived forty years after this time, and 
was fully sensible of the guile and the subtilty with 

* Vide Rom. ii. 
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which Jacob had acted^ no eflfort was made to re- 
verse it. Indeed the words of the old patriarch, 
^^ Yea, and he shall be blessed %" have in them a 
prophetic strain, which seems to refer to that 
higher power, whose counsels, by evil report as by 
good report, by artifice as by simplicity, by uncon- 
sciousness as by intention, by worldly policy as by 
spiritual purity, shall all in their due season be 
brought about. We do not constitute a court be- 
fore which the Almighty is to justify his acts and 
to explain his systems : but if the blessing was at 
his birth conferred in God's intention upon Jacob, 
fraud was not necessary to secure it for him, and 
the success of the fraud does not change the cha- 
racter of the act. High as the general praise of 
the patriarch may be, we are not enjoined (against 
the morality of reason and of Scripture) to follow 
his example, as if the favour which " his faith" has 
obtained could convert a deed of sin into a work 
of holiness. There is but one character in Scrip- 
ture held out to our complete and unqualified imi- 
tation ; for there was but one on earth who knew 
not sin, even the Son of God who came down from 
heaven to be a sacrifice for sin. As an ensample 
to us of godly life, his life from the cradle to the 
cross has been detatiled as a pattern of all that was 
good and aUi:ha;t wa^ amiable. He resisted temp- 
tation, he endured ignominy, he exemplified vir- 
tues of the most difficult class; and he encourages 

* Gen. xxvii. 33. 
I 
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US to follow bis Steps, by promises of gracious m- 
sistance, of remembrance, and of reward. ^^ Shi- 
ning lights'* in regions of darkness the patriarchs 
were; but their glory is sometimes lost, their 
splendour often obscure^l. Here is the ^^ siw of 
righteousness'''* giving out efiulgence which do^ 
not dazzle, and ardour that does not oppress; uni- 
form through his whole course, attracting observ- 
ance of all, penetrating the secret recesses of dark* 
ness^ and illuminating the way in which man shpuld 
walk. Here is ^^ the true light, which ligfateth 
every man that cometh into the world ^T here is 
that blessing, the spiritual nature of which, con- 
templated at distance by early ages as ^^ the gloiy 
of- his people Israel/' was recognized in later ones 
as ^^ the light to lighten the Gentiles^" also. The 
promise of his coming was the comfort of the pib- 
triarch : salvation by his name is the faith of th^ 
Christian. 

But ought not this illustrious character to have had 
his earthly descent of the purest kind ? Ought uQt 
his progenitors in the flesh to have been free fron 
the scandal of guilt, and distinguished for the hoUr 
ness of their courses ? In the mysterious arranger 
ment of God's providential dispensations, in the 
miraculous accomplishment of the systems of hip 
devising, we know little of what ought to be, bi)^ 
by what is. The Evangelist shows no respect to 

» Mai. iv. 2 — ^Vide also Luke i. 78, 79. »» John i. 9. 

* Vide Is. xlix. 6 ; and Luke ii. 32, 
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ofajeetioM sueh as this, wllieii^ in the geneidogy of 
our Lord^ he iday be said to gd out of his way, to 
recall to the recollection of his i^eaders the crimes 
of which David was guilty, and to bring (it might 
seem unnecessarily) into view his murder of tlriah 
and the adulterous intercourse with his wife. But 
Was it possible to have found a series of sinless 
men, through whom the promised blessing might 
have been transmitted ? ^^ Thei^e is none righttous> 
no not <m6* :** *^ the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from hi^ youth ^ :" " all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God*^." These are texts which 
apply to every period of duration, and which include 
all the dwellei^ at any tiine upon earth. The fraud 
of Jacob is not the first offence on record in the hi- 
story of those on whom the blessing was besto^M t 
Abraham, praised aiid reW^arded as he W^as of Cf^bd^ 
was not without fault. But would thos6 who would 
have the subtle guile of Jacob operate as an exclii- 
8ion,-^wotild they confer the blesdng upon Esau ? 
Yet, without a special and miracul6tiii increase of 
the family of Isaac, on one of th6 f\^ it was to 
descend. Was E«au free ftoih the pfOlltition of 
gUik ? For the gratification of an animal appe- 
tite, for a mean ^ mess of pottag;^," he sold ^* his 
birthright^'' and with it his exp^trtation 6f th^ ^- 
mised blessing; which heretofore went with the 
claims' of primdgeilitUr^. He had mafried iiitb a 

■ Rom. iii. 10. * Gen. viii. 21. 

* Rom. iii. 33. ^ Gen, Jtxv. 29, &c. 
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race which had been directly excluded from the in^ 
heritance of it, a race which had been cursed of 
the Lord. If works were to be regarded, was it in 
hinft " all the nations of the earth should be bless* 
ed?'' in one who had shown a total disregard of the 
blessing, and who remains in the apostolic page 
an example of " a profane person * !" For the guilt 
of Jacob, on the other hand, culpable as his act 
undoubtedly was, something yet might be said in 
extenuation. He had purchased the birthright^ and 
might conceive himself therefore entitled to the 
blessing: while the reasons on which the privileges 
attached to primogeniture ordinarily rest have in 
the case of twins no weight: to his mother a know- 
ledge of the prophecy which ordained that " the 
elder should serve the younger^" had been given; 
and she probably thought that the fulfilment of it 
called for and justified any practicable means for its 
accomplishment. The suggestion in the shape of a 
command comes from her, but we do not find in 
Jacob any promptitude to acquiesce in the device ; 
on the contrary, he starts difficulties to oppose its 
being acted on, and rather seems to comply under 
a sense of filial duty. But filial duty may be car- 
ried too far : adopting the advice of Rebecca, he 
makes the fault his own ; and culpable though he 
undoubtedly was, it must be admitted that he 
evinced a respect for the blessing which his brother 
before had slighted. This is the state of the two 

* Heb. xii. 16. ^ Gen. xxv. 23. 
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brothers, when we consider them as candidates for 
the blessing ; but how widely does the diflference in- 
crease, after it had been conferred ? Jacob, now heir 
to the promise, that in his seed should ^^ all the na- 
tions of the earth be blessed,*' and assured by the 
divine ordinance that ^^ the elder should serve the 
younger*," submits to the resentment of his bro- 
ther, and departs a patient exile from the house of 
his father. Esau adopts the principles and inten- 
tion, in envy and in enmity, of Cain, and is at the 
instant, in all but the corporal act, a slayer of his 
brother. 

But why, it is asked, should the elder serve 
the younger? If the aggregated learning of 
the world, employed for ages to frame an an- 
swer to this question, could yet find no other 
than that which one verse of the Book of Genesis 
supplies, — ^that on ^^ Rebecca's inquiring, God de- 
clared tmto her that *^ two nations were in her 
womb, and that the one people should be stronger 
than the other people, and that the elder should 
serve the younger' ;" — if this were all that ingenuity 
could devise and research could discover ; then I say 
that you have heard enough in this discourse to 
show you that the answer is a sufficient one. For 
the wisdom of the All-wise in the arrangement of 
his systems is not to be impeached, and the power 
of the Almighty in bringing about their accom- 
plishment is not to be controuled. But it may 
assist your views of the early Scriptures to be. in- 

* Gen. XXV. 23. 
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formed^ that to keep alive in men's minds the rocaU 
lection of the promised seed, to have the criteria 
carefully preserved by which» when the Mesaiab 
should appear on earthy he should be reco^iized 
as the lineal descendant of the patriarchs in the 
succesMon arranged in heaven and detailed by tlie 
inspired lawgiver of the Jews, — ^the regularity of tke 
natural system was by various modes interrupted^ 
and numerous impediments were thrown in ita way 
to excite attention and to exercise faith. Thus wm 
fkvA it pleased God to raise up several claims of ri^ 
valship in the succession, which might more strongs 
ly mark the importance of the blessing, and induce 
the possessor to keep more scrupulously the re- 
gister of the prophecies. Hence it is. that we have 
Abraham one hundred years old before the birth of 
the heii: of the promise : hence we have Sarah wad 
Rebecca, mothers of two of the patriarchs, ^pdlio. 
w^e to inherit it, barren from the period of their 
xnan:iage to an adyanc^ age : hence we have Iskt 
«K^1 son of the bondswoman to maintain a hostile 
epmpetition agains^t the son of the free : and hesoe 
we have Esau^ the ^Mler by births to suppioirt acoamt^ 
tef-dfi^ against Jacob preordained to its posaeei- 
sipns. All t\M succession of specialties and of mi*- 
mcle^ teadbkea^ us to, ascribe the, glory of the gift te 
the free bount;y of the Giver, and lifts the thoughte 
at once from natural means to the power of Him 
against whom no man can reply. ^^ For,** as Ae 
eloquent Apostle says, <^ shall the thing formed say 
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tb ktfiithat formed k, why hadt thou iti&de me thus? 
Hath not the potter power oyer the elay, of the 
sasme lump to' make one tesset uirto honour and 
another unto dii^onour"?*' 

But while I quote these words of the Apostle, so 
appositely ittufitratrve of this subject, I feel myself 
called on to proiiOunce, that they do not warrant, 
nor doe»t&e ApostleV quotation from the prophet 
Madachi, ^^ I hare loved Jacob a:Qd hated EsaiiV 
warraaf the uncomfortable and pernicious infer- 
ence whkb some persons have pretended to draw 
froin theii»~-thilt the God of infinite justice and 
mercy had, from amon^ his rational and account- 
able cireatores, pre-ordained, independently of all 
foreseen obedience, a certain number to eternal life ; 
while all the rest w^e, brfore tlxeir« birth, predes- 
tined to crternai and inevitable damnation. For if 
we'look'to die'histories which record God's original 
finnunjeiation,'and its accomplidhments, we find Ja- 
cob or Esau* not personally concerned, but merely 
named as the heads^^ of nations^ to aiis^ in their re- 
speetive posterities. The elder did not serve the 
younger until many yeard after both Jacob and 
Esau^ had? ceased to exist ; for the proph^y was not 
fi]lfiUed»until the time of ^ David^ by whom the Edom^ 
ites were subjected to the Israelites. If we look 
nlflo at the pasi^e quoted from Malachi> we shall 
see that not etevtial life> but temporal prosperity, 
was in the contemplation dP the prophet; for he 
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uses the words in reprobation of the ingratitude of 
the Jews, descendants of Jacob, whom God, by the 
fruitfulness of their land, showed that he loved; 
while he laid Esau s '' heritage waste for the dragonB 
of the wilderness*." How can this " loving Jacob,'* 
then, be construed to mean predestinating him to 
eternal life, and this ^^ hating Esau," mean consign- 
ing him before his birth to eternal damnation, 
which meaning the other Scriptures, to which the 
Apostle's words refer, we see do not support ? Nor 
is such meaning necessary to the Apostle's argu- 
ment, or borne out by the other instances of '' Moses 
and Pharaoh V' to which in the same passage he re- 
fers. The object of the Apostle is to justify Grod's 
dealing with the Jews, when, on their rejection of 
Christ, he called the Gentiles to his salvation : 
this he effects, by showing that the Gentiles had 
now as good a title as the descendants of Israel ori- 
ginally had ; and that they may therefore be now 
deemed heirs according to the promise, inasmuf^ 
as the inheritance had no other foundation than 
God's free choice, by which he might have called 
whatever nation he pleased to be his people. But 
for this argument it is by no means required that we 
take away all freedom from the world, — ^that by 
inaking subject to punishment those who could by 
no effort on their part avoid committing offence, 
we should in fact pronounce God the author of 
man s sin,— r-that we Umit the extent of Christ's sa- 

» Mai. i. 8. * Vide Note CC ; and Rom. ix. 15, 17. 
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ving merciesy confining^the benefits of his sacrifice 
to a few, when numberless passages in Holy Writ 
make the ofter of those benefits to the whole world; 
and that we thus hold opinions which would make 
repentance unnecessary, and prayer unavaiUng. 
God had foretold the coming in of the Gentiles ; 
and the Jews unwittingly gave occasion to the ac- 
complishment of the prophecy, by their crucifying 
the Just One : and in the same way, by the free 
acts of the parties, is accomplished the ordinance of 
God before the birth of the twins, that ^^ the elder 
should serve the younger." The blessing is trans- 
ferred from the first-born to his brother, by the ar- 
tifice of Rebecca and the falsehood of Jacob. 

But let us beware of erroneous principles insi- 
nuating themselves under the cover of this state- 
ment. This artifice^ and this falsehood, are not jus- 
tified by their having thus carried into eflfect what 
God had purposed. God's ordinance conferred on 
Jacob at his birth that right ; and this ordinance 
Isaac should have respected: but it should have 
been left to God to bring about, by hisr own means, 
(and these would have been very diflferent from 
fraud and fals^ood,) the accomplishment of his 
purpose. Let us beware, my brethren, in any case, 
of doing evil that good may come of it. It is h, 
dangerous doctrine, which would pretend to justify 
the means that might be adopted, by the end 
which is proposed ; the evil that is present, by the 
good which is in reversion : for the evil in such 
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case is certain^ while the good is only contiiigeiit^ 
That we be not led by the success to imitate the 
fraud, we have but to look to the subsequent hi- 
story of Rebecca and of Jacob, which shows the m- 
efficacy of success to the happiness of those who 
use unjustifiable means to attain it. Rebecca, m^ 
the latter part of this very chapter informs ns (so 
soon do we find the antidote to the poison), is com- 
pelled to send, through fear for his life, her fiEtvonr- 
ite son to a distance from her presence, and to dwell 
herself with the family of Esau; to dwell with 
those whose conduct towards her was probably un- 
kind, and whose race was pollution in her sight. 
*' I am weary of my life," she says, " on account of 
the daughters of Heth*.*' Jacob for nineteen years 
leads a life of poverty and apprehension : he is pu- 
nished in his property by the deceit of Laban : he 
is punished in his comfort by the deceit of his other 
sons, as to his favourite Joseph : he is punished in 
that same sort in which he had offended ; and his 
testimony to the king of Egypt is, '* Few and evil 
have the days of my life been^.'* All these things 
have been written for ensamples, for our instruc 
tion, positive of negative as it may be, to incite as 
patterns, or to forbid as warnings. But we are not 
to content ourselves with a single page of the book : 
we are not to stop satisfied at the end of a chapter : 
—-we are to piu*sue the narrative to its close ; we are 
to collate one Scripture with many others. We are 

• Vide Note DD. Gen. xxvii. 46. ^ Gen. xlvii. 9. 
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to read the patriarchal history with the Apostle^s 
comments : we are to compare the early prophecy 
with the evangelical record of its completion : we 
are to lay the Jewish ritual heside the life of him 
who was the substance of its types. Thus will we 
turn to their beat uses, those Scriptures which were 
" caused to be written for our learning*." And may 
God grant that we may '' so read, mark, Ipam, and 
inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort 
of his holy word we may embrace and ever hold 
fast the blessed hopiB of everlasting life, which he 
hath given us in our Saviour, Jesus Christ.** 



124 JOSEPH IN ADVERSITY, [SERM. VII. 



SERMON VIL 

(Thied Sunday in Lent.) 
JOSEPH IN ADVERSITY. 



Genesis, Chap, xxxix. ver. 21. 
** But the Lord mas with Joseph^ and showed him mercy.** 

The contents of the Book of Genesis embrace a 
period of time that extends through twenty-four 
centuries. But through the writings of the in- 
spired historians^ though the order of event be ge- 
nerally followed^ the proportion of incident by no 
means corresponds with the division of time or the 
relative magnitude of the parts of their works. The 
first half of the Book of Genesis gives the transac- 
tions of twenty-two centuries, while the latter half 
is occupied with the transactions of only two. For 
the design of Moses was not to give a regular nar- 
rative in detail, but to make a selection of such in- 
cidents, from the general course of events, as were 
best fitted to develope God's providential admini- 
stration of the world : and ^^ a thousand years in the 
sight of God," we know, ^^ are but as yesterday*." 

• Vide Ps. xc. 4. 
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Thus this historian passesover those men of renown 
the founders of mighty empires, whose name is over 
the nations, and he delights to dwell on those from 
whom the people of God derived their inheritance 
in the promises, and to exalt the humhle and meek 
on whom God has condescended to show his favour. 
The Jews looked to their progenitors in the flesh 
with pride and pleasure, regarding them as patterns 
of morals stamped by divine approbation for their 
descendants to imitate. But subject to human pas- 
sions and human infirmities as they were, the Chris- 
tian, to whom is presented a more perfect pattern, 
cannot adopt them for his unqualified imitation ; 
but must compare them with, and correct them by, 
him who " suflFered for us, leaving us an example 
that we should follow his steps*.'* Under this re- 
striction the Apostle tells us that the things re- 
corded in the older Scriptures ^^ are written for our 
admonition, on whom the ends of the world are 
come^.'* And if we find that the recorded life 
of one single individual among the patriarchs oc- 
cupies one-fourth of the entire of the Book of 
Genesis, even more than is occupied with the life 
of the father of the faithful himself, we may be as- 
sured that our time will be profitably employed in 
examining the history and studying the character 
of an individual so pre-eminently distinguished. 
That individual was Joseph, from whose history our 
Church has taken not less than five chapters, to be 

* 1 Pet. ii. 21. «• iCor. X. 11. 
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read in our Sunday's service. And as there was but 
one great dispensation of God's religions system to 
which this patriarch was instrumental^ we may 
look into his history with more minuteness for that 
moral admonition which the Apostfe mentions u 
one great purpose of these Scriptural commoniai-^ 
tions. 

The Son of Sirach speaks of Joseph in termi of 
the highest commendation, setting him ubam iM 
the eminent men who arose among the Jews^ and 
on a level with him whom God by a miracuhniB act 
of especial regard removed from the poUutiona of 
the earth to happiness in heaven. ^^ But upon tbe 
earth/' he says, ^^ was no man created like Enodi i 
for he was taken from the earth. Neither was that 
a man bom like unto Joseph, governor of hit 
brethren, a stay of the people, whose bones were 
regarded of the Lord^." And the accounts giren of 
him in the sacred records have from other sources 
every confirmation which could possibly be ex* 
pected. Josephus, the Jewish historian, agrees 
with it in all the important particulars. Heathen 
writers speak of the envy of his brethren, as causing 
his removal into Egypt, and of his elevation at the 
court of Pharaoh through his skill in the interpreta»» 
tion of dreams. They speak also of the famine iftthe 
land, and of Joseph's wise discretion as mitigadn^ 
its horrors^. One of them goes so far as to menh 

• Vide Note EE. ^ Vide Note PF. Ecclufi. xSx. 14, 15. 
« Vide Note GG. 
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tion his being sold by his brethren to foreign Iael^ 
dbanta ; and another tells of his assigning to ihe 
priests their portion of the lands. The Impostor of 
the East found the traditions of him in his country 
so strongly established^ that he has given a place 
for bis history at full length in his sacred volume ; 
making fabulous additions indeed to the facts, and 
ascribing to him a variety of inventions, which the 
Jewish reports had superadded to the Scripture nar- 
ratives* The character of so illustrious a person- 
age must be a study of high interest ; and happily 
the incidenta of his life are detailed in the Book 
of Genesis vlth a minuteness and a simpUcity which 
ascertains the precision as well as the fidelity of the 
historian. He has given, in a form approachmg to 
the dramatic by the spirit of the dialogue, the inci* 
dents of a life chequered by the greatest variety in 
its fortunes. Pathetic in its representations, fami- 
liar in its language, it will in every stage of society 
be a popul» story, to be taught to early youth, to 
be admired yet more, as judgement is matured and 
opinions beconu? settled. Though the scene be laid 
in remote countries ; though the tale be of other 
times, — ^founded as it is in the great principles of hu* 
man nature, there i» nothing in it difficult of com- 
prehension ; there is nothing difficult of acceptance 
to the reader, of whatever age or country. From 
tins pattern may the biographer be taught to have 
a strict regardfor truth, the historian to rest on the 
force of artless and dispassionate candour ; and here 



128 JOSEPH IN ADVERSITY. [SERM. VII. 

may the moralist milearn the mischievous and erro- 
neous position, that to excite interest, the morality 
of the characters which he describes must be wholly 
separated from religion. Why, in the most popular 
compositions of the present day, the hand of the 
Great Ruler of events is kept studiously out Off 
view, — ^why his name is never introduced but as an 
oath, or his faith treated of but as the word or dis- 
tinction of a party, or his Scriptures quoted but aa 
by persons, or in situations which bring them into 
ridicule, — ^these are questions which would lead me 
too far from my present subject. My business is 
with the life of Joseph as delivered by Moses in 
the Book of Genesis, where the great Creator of the 
world, who governs the destinies of dian, appears 
performing his sacred offices on the scene, and pre- 
siding over the fortunes of the patriarch. The di*^ 
versity of these fortunes naturally presents subject* 
for two discourses ; and perhaps I may be able to 
bring before you more useful matter, derivable 
from and connected with the history, by not con- 
fining myself to the precise incidents of the parti- 
cular chapters read to you as lessons in the two 
Sunday morning services, but by following that va- 
riety in the situations which adversity and prospe- 
rity present. I shall therefore proceed in this dis- 
course to consider Joseph in his adversity ; and in 
his advance from it to that prosperous condition^ 
his conduct and dispositions in which shall be the 

subject of the discourse which is to follow. 
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The afflictioiiB of Joseph are described as having 
begun when he was about the age of seventeen 
years. They were aggravated by the consideration 
that they were not the elFect of unthinking causes^ 
but that they originated from a combination of de^ 
liberate malice in those from whom an opposite 
conduct might naturally have been expected. Jo^ 
seph was the favourite of his father, and that cir- 
cumstance excited the envy of his brethren : ^^ When 
his brethren saw that their father loved him more 
tlum all his brethren, they hated him, and could 
not speak peaceably unto him*." Let this be duly 
weighed by all parents ; let it warn them against 
doing any thing in a family by which it may be 
known that any one of their children is preferred 
in their a£fections before the rest. If the sameness 
of the relationship of all does not point out the 
duty of equal regard for all, let this example prove 
to them that favouritism counteracts its own object, 
and brings mischief on the head of the person 
whose interests it would especially wish to promote. 
There may indeed sometimes be found justifiable 
grounds for a preference ; but too often those on 
which the decision is formed are founded in caprice, 
and they are as often shown in folly. The motives 
of Jacob, and the consequences to Joseph, make 
this example one of peculiar strength. ^' Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age ; and he made him a coat of 

* Gen. xxxvii. 4. 
K 



130 JOSEPH IN ADVERSITY. [sERM. VII. 

many colours^.'* The verse immediately before had 
assigned a cause which would have justified a supe-*- 
rior regard for Joseph, — ^the wickedness of his bre* 
thren, which Joseph reported to their father. But 
this was less relied on than an accidental circuiBL^ 
stance wholly distinct from the relative merits of 
each ; and a peculiar dress is provided for Joaeph, 
by which the inferiority of his brethren, in the ewrti- 
mation of their father, is held out visibly to them- 
selves and to the world. Wicked as on other occasions 
they had shown themselves, and hating their brothel*^ 
this mark of distinction could not fail of keeping 
constantly alive their jealousy towards Joseph. 

Other circumstances quickly occurred to increase 
that jealousy. Two dreams, which Joseph had at 
this time, portended to him advancement and pre- 
eminence : and in the artless simplicity of his age 
and character, he told them to his fadier and his 
brethren. " His brethren envied him; but his 
father observed the saying^." He rebuked, per- 
haps, some youthful vanity in the recital ; but he 
evidently noted them as divine communications, to 
be in aftertimes fulfilled by the event. Joseph's 
brothers mocked his pretensions to divine favour, 
and set themselves to defeat all prospect of his ad- 
vancement. They named him in contempt " the 
dreamer.^." " They hated their brother yet more 
for his dreams and for his words^.'* Soon they 

■ Gen. xxxvii. 3. *» Gen. xxxvii. 11. 

•^ Vide Gen. xxxvii. 19. «* Gen. xzxvii. 8. 
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fidund an opportunity of gratifying the utmost ma- 
lignity of their hatred; even an opportunity af- 
forded them by his readiness to undertake a duty 
of fond anxiety for their welfare, at the desire of 
his father. They were feeding their flocks at a 
distance from their father s house, in circumstances 
of some danger : and Israel said to Joseph, ^^ Qo, I 
pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, 
and well with the flocks, and bring me word 
again*.*' He went; but he brought back no word! 
For when his brethren ^^ saw him afar oflF; even 
before he came near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. And they said one to 
another. Behold this dreamer cometh : come now 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into 
some pit; and we will say. Some evil beast hath de- 
voured him : and we shall see what will become of 
his dreams^." The compunctious calls of natural 
affection were not so far subdued by resentment in 
the breasts of all, but that they listened to the ad- 
vice of one of them, who had secretly purposed to 
deliver him to his father : and they kept back the 
murderous hand from shedding his blood, and 
threw him into a pit, leaving it to hunger, while 
tiiey were at distance, to perform the fatal office. 
The anguish iof his soul was unheeded, ^^ when he 
besought them, and they would not hear*^." Yet 
perhaps when the deed was done they all looked 

» Gen. xxxvii. 14. *• Gen. xxxvii. 18, 19, 20. 

«= Vide Gen. xlii. 21. 

k2 
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back on it with horror ; and on the coming up of 
a company or caravan of Ishmaelitish merchants,- 
may we not hope that something like compassion 
readily caught hold of the chance of saving his 
life ? Certain it is, that on the coming of these 
traders they took up the idea of selling him to 
slavery, in a land at such a distance from Canaan 
that his return from thence to reign over them 
should be an event in the highest degree impro- 
bable. To remove all expectation of such an event, 
they contrived to have the report of his death put 
into circulation; and having dipped his coat in 
blood, they brought it to their father as if found by 
them in that state. The artful stratagem had its 
success : at once Jacob knew it and said, " It is my 
son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him: Joseph 
is without doubt rent in pieces*." The triumph of 
wickedness is complete, the favourite is exiled and 
enslaved, their father is deceived and in misery. 

If there be a crime in bringing up one child a fa- 
vourite, and if there be folly in making it known, 
Jacob is now abundantly punished. Yet, does not 
the deep malignity which the conduct of his sons- 
here exhibits, show their characters such that the 
preference of Joseph in his affections stands justi* 
lied? Some of them before had in an especial 
manner offended: some had shown themselves 
treacherous, resentful, violent; and one had de- 
filed the bed of his father. Yet lay not to the 

* Gen. xxxvii. 3S^ 
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Charge of the head of the house that they were 
wicked: all that example^ all that rebuke could 
effect, Jacob had done to have them otherwise ; 
they were, as the custom of those early times per- 
mitted, (and peculiar circumstances in this case 
gave occasion to it*), they were the sons of many 
mothers. Destitute unhappily of that mild direc- 
tion which the gentle superintendence of a mo- 
ther's affection might have given to the flexibility 
of- youth, they grew up men of violence, envious, 
malevolent. Yet when they witnessed the sad afflic- 
tion which they had brought on their father, — in the 
strange mixture of the human character, in the 
different aspect which crime before and after its 
commission assumes, — they all, ^' all the sons and 
aH the daughters of Jacob rose up to comfort 
him V He had lost the child of his age, the fa- 
vourite, deservedly the favourite object of his re- 
gards, and the stay of his hope. The garment 
which made ostentatious display of his affection for 
Joseph appears before him as the bloody register 
of an untimely and a horrible death. " Jacob rent 
his clothes, and put sackcloth on his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days ; and he refused to 
be comforted^." " I will go down," (in the pa- 
roxysm of grief that overpowered his reason,) he 
says, '^ I will go down into the grave unto my son 
mourning^." Wretched father ! restrain thy grief 5 

* Vide Note HH. ^ Gen. xxxvii. 35. 

^ Gen, xxxvii. 34, 35. ** Gen. xxxvii. 34, 06, 
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put thy trust in that gracious Lord in whose sight 
the blood of his saints is precious. By his good 
providence overruling the counsels of the wicked^ 
Joseph yet lives : by that mighty working which 
still out of evil educes good^ he will restore thy 
afflicted soul to happiness^ he will advance Joseph 
to prosperity and honour. 

The property which the merchants had in Joseph 
was speedily transferred : they sold him to an of- 
ficer high at the court of Egypt, to Potiphar, cap- 
tain of the king's guard. In his adversity Joseph 
was patient : we have on the record no murmur on 
his part at any of the misfortunes which befel him. 
Joseph was pious ; and the Liord hath pleasure in 
the prosperity of his servants. '^ The Lord was 
with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man. And 
his master saw that the Lord was with him, and 
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, 
and he served him ; and he made him overseer over 
his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 
And the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for 
Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was 
upon all that he had in the house and in the fields" 
This is the language of sacred history, which as- 
cends beyond facts to principles ; beyond the visible 
mechanism to the controuling hand, and superin- 
tending intelligence. An ordinary historian would 
have told us of the wisdom and industry of Joseph, 

* Vide Gen. xxxix. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
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without any consideration of Him from whom all 
wisdom is derived^ and whose blessing can alone 
make industry prosper. The language of Moses is : 
^^ The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a pros^ 
perous manr He found favour in the sight of his 
master ; and his master reposed in him the most 
unlimited confidence, and committed every thing 
that he possessed to his charge. But as the especial 
favour of his father was the cause of Joseph's first 
misfortune, by exciting the envy of his brethren, so 
did the favour of his master give occasion to a 
second, by bringing him forward to the notice and 
the sinfiil desire of his master's wife. The story is 
known to all. The first lesson (49th chapter of 
Gfenesis) read this day gives a distinct narrative of 
the last assault and the sad consequences of a 
temptation, of power which in many other cases 
had proved almost too strong for the resistance 
of inferior rank and youthful passion. Against a 
lesser temptation we know that neither the right 
spirit of David, nor the wisdom of Solomon, made 
successful resistance. How highly then are we to 
rate the integrity and the self-controul of him who 
was superior to them both, and how valuable to us 
to have such an example commended to our uses ! 
Fearful of encountering a temptation of such dan- 
ger, the first effort of Joseph is to avoid it : ^^ He 
hearkened not unto her, to be with her*." He next 
appears to have strengthened his mind with the 

» G6n. xxxix. 10. 



136 JOSEPH IN ADVERSITY. [sERM. VII 

consideration of the baseness of the crime to man^ 
and its sinfulness towards God. Unable to avoid 
all intercourse, he expostulates against the crime, by 
stating in argument what was at least as strong^ 
when applied to her as it was when applied to him, 
— ^the obligations he was under to Potiphar, and the 
criminality of the act in God's sight : ^' How then 
can I do," said he, " this great wickedness, and sin 
against God*?" To expostulate was useless, — ^to 
avoid her was impossible. She had lost all sense 
of the duty of a wife ; at last she throws away the 
delicacy of a woman : and now to resist her solici* 
tations, nothing remains but to fly from her pre- 
sence. Joseph continues faithful to his master s 
honour, and pure in the sight of God. Bitter was 
the rage of the licentious and shameless tempter, 
when her attractions were disregarded, when her 
criminal desires were disappointed. She dreads 
discovery, she must have revenge; and now her 
love is changed to hatred, and her desire to cruelty. 
She aggravates her adultery in thought, by the 
lying accusation which she knows must cause the 
ruin, perhaps the death of Joseph. She accuses 
him of an attempt to commit the crime which she 
had solicited, and he had refused : and her husband, 
deceived by her words and giving place to his 
wrath, at once throws Joseph into prison. No at- 
tempt indeed appears to have been made upon his 
life : perhaps Potiphar at his leisure might have 

* Gen. xxxix. 9. 
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reflected that the pretended outcries, which were 
heard by no person, carried with them little amount 
of proof, and that the garment left in his wife's hand 
was rather evidence of a flight than of an assault. 
Joseph, however, was consigned to the horrors of 
a prison, and thrown bound into the dungeon. 
^' His feet," as says the Psalmist, ^^ were hurt in 
the stocks : the iron entered into his soul*." But 
" gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in 
the furnace of adversity *•" 

Hearken, my beloved brethren, to the advice 
which Divine Wisdom gives ; and in the history of 
Joseph see an example which establishes by expe- 
rience the justice of the precepts, ^^ My son, forget 
not my law ; but let thine heart keep my command- 
ments : for length of days and long life and peace 
shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth 
forsake thee ; bind them about thy neck, write them 
upon the table of thine heart : so shalt thou find 
favour and good understanding in the sight of God 
and man. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not unto thy own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths ^." The text is in the Proverbs of the Wise 
Man : look for the commentary in the life of Jo- 
seph. Solicited by a most powerful temptation, he 
would ^^ keep the commandments of God:^ he did 
not ^' lean unto his own understanding i^ in the 
greatest exercises of it he gave all the glory to 

* Vide Psalm cv. 18. ^ Ecclus. ii. 5. • Prov% iii. 1 to 0*. 
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God. ^^ Mercy and truth did not forsake kimy He 
was faithful to all his trusts ; he harboured no re- 
sentment against his enemies: when obliged to 
mention the misfortune which had brought him 
into Egypt^ he does not so much as name those 
who had been the wicked causes of it: when 
he tells of his own innocence^ he vents no re- 
proach against those who had acted towards him 
as if he had been guilty. He was thrown into con- 
finement in a land of strangers^ committed to the 
prison where the king's prisoners were kept in 
bonds^ on a charge laid by one of the king's offi- 
cers ; in the whole country of Egypt he had no 
man to represent his innocence, to solicit his re- 
lease, to mitigate his sorrows. Yet was he not 
suffered to sink beneath those sorrows, and to grow 
old under the official tyranny of a capricious and 
cruel gaoler. He had a friend powerful above all 
his enemies ; even him who can direct the progress 
of events and rule the hearts of men. ^^ The Lord 
was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave 
him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison ; and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 
The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing 
that was under his hand, because the Lord was 
with him ; and that which he did, the Lord made it 
to prosper*." 

• Gen. xxxix. 21, 22, 23. 
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With the same faithful integrity with which he 
had discharged his duty to his former master^ with 
the same did he now execute the office to which he 
was appointed. Not building on the favour of the 
keeper to limit his services to what might be called 
a line of official duty, not studying to turn that 
favour with precipitate eagerness to obtain a re- 
lease for himself, we have reason to suppose that 
the comfort of those who were under his charge 
was his object, and his conduct such as should de- 
serve and thus gain their confidence. From one 
instance specially recorded^ it appears that his vigi- 
lance watched the very countenances of his pri- 
soners, and his kindness sought out every occasion 
of doing them service. Two officers of Pharaoh's 
household had offended their lord, and were com- 
mitted by him in his anger to the prison. For a 
season Joseph served them ; and on a certain day 
" Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and 
looked upon them, and behold they were sad. And 
he asked Pharaoh's officers, saying, Wherefore look 
ye so sadly to-day? And they said unto him. We 
have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter 
of it*." From many passages in Scripture we 
know that God often vouchsafed foreknowledge of 
future events in* the early ages of the world by 
dreams^; and Joseph tells them where they were to 
look for the interpretation. ^* Do not interpreta- 
tions/' said he, " belong unto God ? Tell me them, 
* Gen. xl. 6, 7, 8. * Vide Note II. 
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I pray you*," Within the walls of an Egyptian 
prison Joseph thus proclaims the knowledge of the 
true God ; and God gives to his prison servant that 
portion of his spirit lyhich rightly interpreted the 
dreams. They portended, within three days, the 
punishment of death to one of the officers, and to 
the other restoration to his office in the household 
of the king. From the kind intercession of the 
latter, it was natural for Joseph to have hoped 
his own liberation. " Think on me," he said, " when 
it shall be well with thee ; and show kindness, I pray 
thee, unto me ; and make mention of me unto Pha- 
raoh, and bring me out of this house ^." Joseph yet 
wanted the addition to his misfortunes of hope cfe- 
f erred. His solicitation floated on the full tide of 
buoyant gratitude at the instant of the favour being 
promised, but returned back to him who sent it 
when the favour was received and gratitude at its 
ebb. The history of Joseph is the history of hu- 
man nature. " Pharaoh restored the chief butler to 
his butlership again, and he gave the cup into 
Pharaoh's hand : yet did not the chief butler re- 
member Joseph, but forgat him*^." For two full 
years after did Joseph continue in prison ; when 
^' the Lord, who searchctli the heart, who trieth 
the reins, even to give every man according to his 
waysV* found him proof against the assaults of 
adversity, and raised him to honour. Never hacj he 

"" Gen. xl. 8. b Gen. xl. 14. 

' Gen. xl. 21, 2^. " Vide Jer. xvii. 10. 
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forsaken his saints ; by him they are preserved for 
ever. " When the righteous was sold, the wisdom 
of God forsook him not, but delivered him from 
sin : she went down with him into the pit, and left 
him not in bonds, till she brought him the sceptre 
of the kingdom, and power against those that op- 
pressed him. As for them that had accused him, 
she showed them to be liars, and gave him perpe- 
tual glory*." 

What a lesson, my brethren, have we here for 
those whose lot seems fallen in adverse ground. 
Let the example of the patriarch instruct them not 
to deem themselves, on that account, outcasts from 
the favour of the Lord. Let it instruct them not 
to despond, not to murmur ; but to be patient, and 
to be pious ; to hold fast their integrity in their 
dealings with man ; to resist all temptations to sin 
against God. Let them reflect, that ^^ man is born 
unto trouble, as the sparks fly upwards**." That 
^^ time and chance happen unto all ^ :" but much 
more let them be comforted with the thought, that 
" whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son that he receiveth^." Joseph despised 
not the chastening of the Lord, Joseph fainted not 
at his correction. In the pit tod in the prison he 
was taught by the wickedness of men, by the 
weakness of himself, to cast his care upon God, and 
put his trust in him. These were his schools for 

* Wisd, X. 13, 14. b Job V. 7. 

f Eccl. ix; 11. «» Heb.xii. C. 
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the exercise of piety, and here had he his instruc- 
tion in the lessons of humility : this was the pre- 
paration for his advancement, the trial he was to 
pass through on his road to honour. The Lord, 
hy the Psalmist, describes the progress : ^^ He shall 
call upon me, and I will answer him. I will be 
with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honour 
him*." But let us not press the example of the 
patriarch too far; it may not suit the wise pur- 
poses of Providence to exalt others as he exalted 
Joseph, or even to raise every man above the pres- 
sure of afflictions in this life : still there is a reward 
for each who holds fast his integrity, who repines 
not at the visitations of the Lord, and who is faith- 
ful unto the end. To such the Gospel opens 
through the merits and by the intercession of Christ, 
its rich reward beyond the limits of the present life, 
and above the region of its sorrows. Happy are 
the righteous servants of the Lord : perplexed, but 
not in despair ; troubled on every side, yet not dis- 
tressed ; persecuted, they are not forsaken ; cast 
down, they are not destroyed**. In this life they 
have their evil things, that in the next they may 
receive comfort. Even in this life, happy are they 
in the knowledge, happy in the assured hope, that 
through Christ, " this light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh out for them a far more 
exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory^.** 

• Ps. xci. 15. •» Vide 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. "2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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SERMON VIII. 

(Fourth Sunday in Lent.) 
JOSEPH IN PROSPERITY. 



Psalm cv. ver. £0, 21. 

" 71ie king sent and delivered him : the prince of tJie people 
let him go free. He made him lord also of his house, and ruler of 
all his substance.** 

The whole history of Joseph is a record of God*s 
providential direction of events, to preserve and to 
advance a favoured individual, for the accomplish- 
ment of a great purpose in the religious dispensa- 
tions of the world. That purpose was the bring- 
ing of the children of Israel down to Egypt, that 
he might afterwards display his miraculous power 
in their deliverance, to the astonishment and the 
remembrance of the most learned of the nations on 
the earth,— that he might lead them out by Moses 
an embodied people to the possession of the pro- 
mised land, — ^that he might in after times dignify 
and exalt them by a law of his inditing, and a go- 
vernment of his ordaining, to preserve amidst a 
world of idolators the testimony of himself, and 
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the prophecies of his Messiah. This was the gt^^ 
purpose ; — ^the individual by whom the first part wtw 
to be accomplished was the patriarch Joseph. Hie 
was " the shepherd" by whom the flock of the Israel^ 
ites was to be placed in the rich pastures of tlvi 
land of Egypt : he was *^ the stone," the foundatidii 
stone^ on whom the house ^* of Israel*" and all itir 
f3rtunes were to be built. You havlfe seen faini 
thrown into the pit to perish by hunger, and brougliif 
out only to be sold as a slave into a foreign la^d.^ 
You have seen him, because he was faithful to his 
master, and would not sin against God, hurried into 
the dungeon ; and disappointed by ingratitude of 
the hopes he might have entertained of his release? 
You are now to see him, after his trial by adversity/ 
come forth as pure gold^ ; for " God was with him,' 
and delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave 
him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh*' 
king of Egypt^" 

Not that the Lord now first adverted to the con- 
dition of Joseph, and took him into especial favour. 
Twice before, the same expression had been used/ 
" the Lord was with him^ ;" when in servitude under 
Potiphar, and when under the custody of the keepei* 
of the prison. For the Scripture informs us, and- 
indeed experience may prove to us, that worldly- 
prosperity is not to be simply taken as a mark of 
God's favour, or adversity always as a mark of his 

* Gen. xlix. 24. •* Acts vii. 9, 10. 

*^ Vide Note KK. ^ Gen. xxxix. iJ, 23. 
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displeasure ; often are the children of the Lord left 
for a season in heaviness^ ^^ that the trial of their 
feith may be found unto praise* ;" while ^^ they that 
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition^." The Lord was 
always with Joseph, for he never forsakes the 
righteous man: under the direction of the Lord 
the counsels of his enemies turned to their dis- 
comfiture and to Joseph's advancement, while a 
train of seemingly natural occurrences brought about 
effects the most improbable, to preserve him in 
danger and to extricate him from difficulties. The 
appearance of the Midianite merchants at the in- 
stant when his brethren had conspired to take away 
his life, raised him from the pit : their sale of him 
to an individual of Potiphar s disposition and opu- 
lence gave him a comfortable establishment, in 
which he might acquire a knowledge of the Egypt- 
ian language, habits, and character :— even the re- 
vengeful malice of Potiphar s wife, not permitted to 
compass his death, proved ultimately, by making 
him known to the chief butler, the means of his ad- 
vancement. For two years, indeed, the chief but- 
ler had forgotten him : but we are now come to a 
period in the history, when, by an act of tardy re- 
miniscence, he gives occasion to Joseph's being 
raised to high station at the court and to honour- 
able esteem throughout the land. The same man 

* Vide 1 Pet, i. 7. * 1 Tim. vi. 9, 
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who^ by forgetting for two years his innocence and 
his valuable services^ may be said to have continued 
for that time his bondage, is now, by a providential 
administration, to be the instrument for effecting 
his release. 

The king of Egypt about this time had two 
dreams, which made much impression on him: ^^ his 
spirit was troubled f * and of all the magicians qt 
Egypt, and of all the wise men of the land, *^ there 
was none that could interpret the dreams unto Pha- 
raoh*.** And the chief butler, acknowledging with 
shame his faults, now for the first time brings 
his name to Pharaoh's notice, as a person who in 
the prison had with such skill and such success 
interpreted the dreams for him and for the chief 
baker, his fellow prisoner. On the summons of 
Pharaoh, Joseph is brought in haste from the 
loathsome dungeon into the presence of the sove- 
reign. Does he here assume the airs of experienced 
wisdom, despising those who had failed in their in- 
terpretation, and stipulating for high rewards fcwr 
the exercise of his superior talent ? Far from it. 
When Pharaoh says to him, " I have heard say of 
thee, that thou canst understand a dream to inteiv 
pret itV he declines the praise in the language of 
humility, and gives utterance to his genuine sen- 
timents of piety and truth. ^^ It is not,*' he 8ays> 
" in me : God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace*^." And God did give to Pharaoh, through 

' Vide Gen. xli. 8. »• Gen. xli. 15. « Gen. xli. 16. 
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tihie lips of his humble and pious senrant/an answer 
of peace. God gave to Joseph a knowledge of the 
secret things which belong unto the Lord^ even thte 
interpretation of those extraordinary communica 
tions^ which, from the mysterious volume of futu- 
rity, he had made by dream to the monarch of 
Egypt. There were to come seven years of great 
plenty throughout all Egypt, and there were to 
arise after them seven clears of famine ; and the 
plenty was to be forgotten by reason of the famine 
following, for the famine was to be grievous, and 
to consume the land*; The skill which Joseph had 
shown in the interpretation of the dream, and the 
judicious advice by which he would have provision 
made against the danger of the famine, by storing 
up the corn in the years of plenty, struck Pharaoh 
so forcibly, that believing ^^ the spirit of God*^" to 
be in him, he said unto Joseph, " Forasmuch as 
God hath showed thee all this, there is none so dis- 
creet and wise as thou art : thou shalt be over my 
tiouse, and according unto thy word shall all my 
people be ruled : only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou^. And Pharaoh took oflF his ring from 
his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and ar- 
rayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold 
chain upon his neck : and he made him to ride in 
'iJie second chariot which he had ; and they cried 
Wfore him^ Bow the knee :' and he made him ruler 

J ] . . . 

• Vide Gen. xli. 89, &c. ' Gen. xli. 88. ' Gen xli. 39, 40. 
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^ver all the land of Egypt*.** Now behold we Jo- 
seph raised from the lowliness of the prison to the 
highest eminence of official dignity; — ^^ without hia 
was no man to lift up his hand or foot in all the 
land of Egypt^ f * the whole administration of public 
affairs was committed to him, and in rank he was 
second only to the king. How few are there who 
in the school of adversity rightly learn the conduct 
suited to prosperity ! Fe\if there are in whom such 
rapid advance does not disturb the steadiness of 
composed principle^ — ^few^ whom so sudden elevatioji 
does not make giddy with vanity and presumption ! 
While there are many who, finding every conve- 
nience and every gratification supplied without la- 
bour or thought, would give up their bodies to sloth^ 
and their understandings to inactivity : many who^ 
in the licentious use of the pleasures which they 
could now command, would think they were but 
taking a just recompense for the afflictions which 
they had been suffering : many who would know no 
other use to make of the power with which they 
were invested, than to accumulate advantages on 
themselves, and to take severe vengeance on all 
whom they deemed their enemies. Very different 
were the sentiments and the acts of Joseph. There 
is with him no vain boast of superior talent as caus^ 
ing his elevation ; his piety refers all to God. A» 
this had kept him from despair in his affliction, so 

• Gfn. xli. 42, 4.3. " Gen. xli. 44. 



does it from arrogance in his prosperity. The very 
names which he gave to his children* were calcti^ 
kted to keep alive in him a permanent sense of that 
loving-kindness which had raised him from advei*- 
sity to eminence. " God,'* says he, hy the name 
of one of them, ^^ hath made me forget all my toil and 
my father's house^." ^^ God," he says, by the name 
of the other, *^ God hath made me fruitful in the 
land of my affliction^." For all his faculties hei 
finds full and active employment, — ^not to gratify 
selfishness, but to give comfort and to preserve the 
lives of the people : and the plan which with so 
much wisdom he had advised, he now with all dili- 
gent foresight put into execution. During the 
years of plenty he collected in stores, near the se- 
veral cities where it might be most wanted, corn in 
such proportions as might be adequate to the wants 
of the land. ^^ He gathered com," says the histo- 
rian, " as the sand of the sea, very much, until he 
left numbering; for it was without number^." ** And 
when the dearth was come, the dearth was in all 
lands ; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread*. 
And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for 
to buy corn, because] that the famine was so sofe 
in all lands^" Now will any person attempt to 
say, that in all this he sees nothing more than the 
ordinary progress of fortuitous events, and the judi- 
cious prudence of a sagacious statesman, directing 
them, by the light of his experience, to the aggran- 

* Vide Note LL. ^ Gen. xli. 51. « Gen. xli. 52. 

* Gen. xli. 49. « Gen. xli. 54. ' Gen. xli. 57, 
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dizement of his own fortunes^ and to the adTcmta^ 
of his country ? No ; common sense would reject 
the supposition, that in a country like Egypt, where 
the quantity of the harvest depended generally on 
the height to which the great river arose, — ^for seven 
years in succession it should so overflow as to cause 
plenty, and for the seven years immediately follow- 
ing should be so low as to cause continued famine. 
No : this was an event altogether miraculous, and 
to foretell it, a divine communication alone could 
have enabled Joseph. God gave to his prophet the 
skill to direct and the energy to bring into opera- 
tion those measures which should mitigate the hor- 
rors of the famine, and save from death the persons 
committed to his charge : for all who felt want were 
sent to him, and the Divine Providence wrought 
with his wisdom, and made his exertions effectual 
for their preservation. Let Christian kings, in the 
choice of their servants, look to the principle of the 
Egyptian monarch, and let them be taught by the 
result to profit by his experience. 

Pharaoh was convinced, that the more of the 
spirit of God a minister has, the more wise will be 
his counsels, and the more successful his admini- 
stration. In Joseph he found such a minister. 
Perhaps we are not sufficiently acquainted with the 
Egyptian history of an early date, to form a just es«> 
timate of Joseph's services : they must, however, 
have been most judicious, when we find, imder the 
pressure of a seven years famine, the people submis- 
sive, and yet the treasury enriched : when we find 



SERM* VIII.] JOSnPB lii PROSPSniTV. dfil 

that important changesNtook^ place at this period in 
the political and the domestic concerns of the na- 
iion^ and yet that^ on the return of the land to its fer- 
tility^ no effort was made to bring back the former 
•tate. Aware that a gratuitous supply to the wants 
of the people from the public store would have pro-> 
hably. occasioned imprudence in the management of 
it^ Joseph sold to the people the corn which Pha- 
raoh, by his advice^ had bought. This was paid for 
at first in money ; and in proof of the disinterested- 
ness of Joseph, it is noted that he ^^ brought the 
money into Pharaoh^s house*." When their money 
was all expended, and their cattle given in exchange 
for bread, the famine still continuing in the land of 
the Egyptians, the people were fain to offer them- 
selves to become bond servants to Pharaoh, and to 
give up to him the possession of their lands. ^^ And 
Josepl;^ bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; 
for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because 
the famine prevailed over them : so the land be- 
came Pharaoh's^." But richer than in the posses^ 
flion of the land was Pharaoh in the possession of a 
pious and highly favoured minister. The wisdom 
Mid the compassion of Joseph dictated to him a 
measure of policy united with humanity, which gave 
stability to the throne of the monarch, while it gave 
eomfort and content to his subjects. Retaining for 
Pharaoh only one-fifth of that which had all become 
his property, — ^^ Four parts," said Moses to the peo- 

• Gen. xlTii. 14. * Gen. xlrii. 20. ' Vide Ndte'MMM 



p|e^ ^^i9b^ be your owtiy for aeed of the fiekly /wnii 
for your food, «iid for them of your households^, mid j 
for. food for your little onesV We may judg&X)f 
a. great state measure by its e&cts and its penaB^: 
nence. We know that the establishment then xaada^ 
continued for more than two hundred years in force»( ; 
How much longer, we are not informed ; but Moses^ 
writing after the Exodus, says, ^^ And Joseph made 
it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that 
PjMJraoh should have the fifth part^/' The people 
said to him, ^^ Thou hast saved our lives : let us find . 
geace in the sight of my Lord, and we will be Pha^! , 
raoh's servants^." They felt more strongly the af- 
fection of gratitude for what was restored, than of : 
uneasiness at what was retained. The people wera^ ; 
contented : the land, often disturbed before, had 
now a long continuance of tranquillity. 

But, leaving what related solely to the Egyptians, 
the record directs us more particularly to consider 
Joseph in his relation to the patriarchal family, to 
whom the promises had been made, accomplishing 
the great providential purpose of bringing the 
Israelites into Egypt, that God might, in after times, 
show signs and wonders in the land, and at his own 
determined aera " call from Egypt his son^." The de- 
tails display, as examples for our uses, those amiable 
graces which peculiarly marked the character of 
Joseph ; his sense of filial duty, his piety to God, his . 

» Gen. xlvii. 24. *» Gen. xltii. 26. * Gen. xlvii. 25. * ' 

,SYidr Expd* iv. 22, 2d ; and Matth. ii. 13, 14, 15, • - 



bb#dK^ t# ^ ^epentitotfeiiiiig of thc^ ^^^lates. ^^ ' 
icWben tli^ femitie ws» sore in the land of Ca^- 
nMH^ Jacob -sent his Bon^ into Egypt to buy 'Corn: 
and'tts Joseph was specially set over this depart^^ 
meiit, they are brought immediately into commtM-^ 
cation %ith him ; and unwittingly fulfilled the pi^^ 
di^tioli of those dreams which foretold that 'hld^' 
brethren should make obeisance to him. Hiey^ 
*^^bi0wed themselves down before him* with theSr- 
faees to the earth*." Joseph knew them wfeD^^ 
though the novelty of his dress, and his unexpected^? 
situation, together with the alteration which more ^ 
than twenty years residence in a foreign land must' 
have made in the appearance of him, who had been- 
but a stripling when they put him away, made hiiti 
appear altogether a stranger in their eyes. Had he- 
at the instant discovered hinlself, they would at once 
have supplicated, and from the kindness of his dis^ - 
position have obtained forgiveness ; but submissiott',^^ 
ulUder the dread of immediate punishment, is vet^' 
diierent from that contrition for the crime which 
works a change in the heart. To produce this was 
the eamesU wish of Joseph, as it was also to bring 
down his father and Benjamin to Egypt; and the 
drift of Joseph's policy is to eflFect the latter by 
Means which should conduce to the former. Henccf 
affecting to consider them as spies come *^ to see 
the nakedness" (the weakness and the unprotected 
state) " of the land^," he obtains from them, in their 

' Gen. xlii. 6. * Vide Gen. xlii. 9. 



164 JOSEPH IN PROSPEftTTY. [SERM. Vfll. 

defence, a full account of their family; and pretend- 
ing to doubt this, he throws them all into prison. 
After some days, however, revering in himself, and 
at the same time reminding them of that Being 
whose protection is over aU, he relaxes this appa^ 
rent severity, and makes to them a new proposal, 
which meets their ready assent : " If ye be true 
men," he says, " let one of your brethren be bound 
in the house of your prison : go ye, carry com for 
the famine of your houses : but bring your young- 
est brother unto me ; so shall your words be verified, 
and ye shall not die^.'* And Simeon was put ih 
bonds before their eyes, and the rest departed to 
bring down Benjamin. The condition was to all 
appearance severe ; to them, — ^knowing as they did 
of their father, that ^^ his life was bound up in the 
lad's lifeV' — almost a hopeless one. Benjamin was 
the youngest of all Jacob's children ; and after Jo- 
seph, whom he supposed lost by a violent and nor 
timely death, he was the only son of Rachel, the 
first object of his affections, of her whom, in pre- 
eminent distinction, he calls his wife. ^^ My son," 
said Jacob in answer to their entreaties, ^^ My son 
shall not go down with you ; for his brother is dead, 
and he is left alone. If mischief befall him by the 
way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave®." But the famine 
grew yet more sore, and all the com is eaten up : 
ihe lives of all the family, his sons and their little 

• Gen. xhl 19,20. * Gen. xliv. 30. " Gen. xlii. 38. 
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000% are at extreme hazard ; and the fojadne^ of 
the father for his favourite child gives way for the 
preservation of all. Jacob indeed takes surety of 
thenpL for his return, .and he supplies them with every 
thing which he thought might conciliate the favour 
of him who had the disposal of that on which their 
lives depended. But not on presents or on sureties, 
not on earthly care or earthly favour, did Jacob put 
his trust. ^^ God Almighty," says the pious patri- 
arch, " give you mercy before the man, that he may 
send away your brother and Benjamin*." Jacob 
knows where assured protection is to be had ; he 
knows that by prayer it is to be solicited, and th?tt 
^* the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much^." 

But though Benjamin was with them, still were 
l^e sons of Jacob afraid. The money, which at 
their first coming into Egypt they had brought to 
pay for the com, was found by them as they re- 
turned, placed in the mouths of their sacks. Had 
their conscience left their understanding free to 
form dispassionate judgement, this would have been 
considered as an act of particular kindness. .But 
the comment of their crime turns every thing 
which is extraordinary into a snare and a punish- 
ment. *^ Their hearts failed them, and they were 
afraid, saying one to another, What is this that 
Crod hath done unto us*^ ?" How is it, my brethren, 
that they behold the avenging hand of God in every 

' Gen. xliii. 14. ** James v. 16. * Ge^. xlii. 28. 
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erent \(^ieh takes place ? On the very first pres- 
sure of their calamity they discover what called for 
that vengeance: the inquiries of Joseph about 
their family^ and his command to bring down 
Benjamin their youngest brother, led them to 
think of that person whom their crime had blotted 
out from the roll of the family. " And they said 
one to another. We are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, 
when he besought us, and we would not hear ; 
therefore is this distress come upon us^." Some 
l^ve idly censured Joseph for having spoken 
roughly to his brethren. It was not for him at 
tiiat time to explain to them the motives which 
directed his language: but the skilful hand of heal- 
ing wisdom mftst often perform operations which 
give pain to those whom it seeks to restore to 
soundness. Here the irritation, the anxiety, the 
apprehension is to be itself the means of the cure : 
the perplexity and the apparent danger were to 
lead them to penitence and reformation. Had 
Joseph felt any thing like resentment against them, 
what was there to prevent his gratifying it by what- 
ever severity of punishment his caprice might di- 
rect ? Simply refusing them the com they came to 
purchase would have consigned them to starvation. 
Quite opposite to this was the conduct of Joseph, 
for the sentiment of his heart was kindness and 
love. As '* he spake unto them by an interpreter V* 
• Gen. ilii. 21. «» Gen. xlii. 23. 
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t^y t];lp^ght he understood them notj mid there^ 
fare W his presence they gave free utterance to 
<;^pir complaints : Joseph felt their sorrows ; " He 
filmed about from them, and wept*." But not un-« 
^1 the time should come when it could be proved 
^t. their sorrows were salutary to the full purpose 
iptended) could he do that which should bid them 
ta pease. 

, That time, no less to the delight of Joseph'a 
heajt than of theirs, did indeed arrive. We can^ 
not lay all the particulars before you in a discourse 
of this sort ; we must refer you to the interesting 
and pathetic narrative, where with so much simpli-* 
city and so much beauty they are detailed. And 
what an amiable portrait of kind affections is there 
presented in Joseph's anxious inquiries, when bis 
brethren came the second time ! What a contrast 
to their suspicious and their self-accusing defences ! 
*^ While the righteous is bold as a lion, the wicked 
flee when no man pursueth ^." Joseph " asked theia 
of their welfare, and said. Is your father well? 
the old man of whom ye spake, is he yet alive ? 
— ^Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake ? 
And he said, God be gracious to thee, my son^^'V 
He could bear it no longer: he made haste; "he 
sought where to weep ; and he entered into his 
chamber, and wept there ^." But he had duties tO 
perform which must limit the indulgence of private 

» Cren. xlii. 24. ^ Vid. Prov. xxriii. 1. ^ 

• Gen. xliii. 27 & 29. * Vide Gen. xliiis^SO, 
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feeling. He had to prepare the Egyptians for that 
intercourse which he intended they should have 
with the children of Israel : he was to exhibit be« 
fore his brethren the glory of his rank^ to induce 
his father to change his residence, and come to 
dwell in Egypt. At the entertainment which he 
gave to his brethren, (and the nobles of Egypt 
partook of it,) much occurred to raise their asto- 
nishment, and much to try their hearts. Benjamin 
now occupied in his father^s affections the place 
which Joseph had formerly held. From the first 
mention of him Joseph had marked him with at- 
tention, and at the feast his mess was five times a» 
large as that of any of his brothers. Is there not 
reason for thinking that calamity had renewed a 
right spirit within them, when this appears not to 
have excited any ill-will in their minds ? Assuredly 
if their hearts had not been subdued, when the cup 
which Joseph ordered to be placed there was found 
in the mouth of Benjamin's sack, they would have re- 
joicedat leaving him whom they envied abandoned to 
his fate. They had before shown little regard to their 
father s feelings, when they brought to him the coat 
of Joseph* steeped in blood, to make him imagine 
that his favourite son had met a cruel death. In 
that most pathetic appeal which Judah now makes 
for his brethren, to the compassion of the governor, 
anxiety not to wound the feelings of a father is the 
topic urged with the greatest force : " It shall come 
to pass,*" he says, ^^when heseeth that the lad is not 
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with us^ that he will die ; and thy servants shall 
bring down the gray hair^ of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave*." In their embarrassing 
and calamitous situation they acknowledge ^^ a pu- 
nishment from above." " God," they said, " had 
found out their iniquity^." But the hand of a bro- 
ther raised them from their affliction, and gave them 
to bring to their aged father the comforting and un- 
looked-for intelligence that he was not bereaved of 
his children, — that Joseph was yet alive, and that 
Benjamin was restored to him. 

The story is well nigh drawn to a conclusion 
when Joseph discovers himself to his brethren, and 
receives them into his affections. Joseph pronounces 
the moral : by evil report and good report, by the 
agency of man co-operating, or even opposing, the 
qpunsels of God are brought to full effect. " Be not 
grieved," said Joseph in kindness, to console his 
brethren in their trouble ; ^^ be not angry with your- 
selves that you sold me hither ; for God did send 
me before you to preserve life*^." " God sent me be- 
fore you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, 
and to save your lives by a great deliverance^." The 
brethren of Joseph in their malicious envy sold him 
to be a bond slave, and God makes him the lord of 
all Pharaoh's house and ruler throughout all the land 
of Egypt. The Lord supports his valued servant 
in his affliction, and raises his integiity to pre-emi- 
nence and honour. The Lord gives wisdom and 

» Gen. xliv. SI. ^ Gen. xliv. 16. "" Gen. xlv. 5. * Gen. xlv. 7. 
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understaDding to the governor whom he hath or- 
dained ; and while a famine raged in the land the 
people were preserved by his counsels, and the king 
appreciates his services. Such is the influence of 
Joseph at the court of Pharaoh, that at his desire, 
the providential purpose of bringing tlie patriarchs 
to sojourn in the land of Egypt is accomplished. In 
the part of Egypt nearest to the land of Canaan, 
their promised inheritance ; in the rich pasturage of 
Goshen, he has them, on their representation that 
their occupation was that of shepherds, placed to 
dwell in safety*. And while the land fainted by rea- 
son of the famine, ^^ Joseph nourished his father, 
and his brethren, and all his father s household, with 
bread, according to their families^." ^^And Israel 
dwelt in the land of Goshen ; and they had posses- 
sions therein, and grew and multiplied exceedingly*." 
The wisdom of Joseph was a light unto their paths, 
but it was the Lord who was their support. " Who 
it is that maketh one man to differ from another? and 
what had Joseph that he did not receive^ ?" " When 
Israel on his journey offered sacrifices unto the God 
of his father Isaac®,'' the Lord said, " I am the God 
of thy father : fear not to go down into Egypt ; for I 
will there make of thee a great nation : I will go down 
with thee into Egypt, and I will also surely bring 
thee up again^" The sons of Abraham had the 

• Vide Note NN. ^ Gen. xlvii. 12. « Gen. xlvii. 27. 
*• Vide 1 Cor. iv. 7. • Vide Gen. xlvi. 1. 

' Gen. xlvi. 3, 4. 
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praqiisied blessing, and the cottnsels of the Lord stand 
fast for ever. ^^ Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
b^l the word of the Lord shall not pass away*." 

In this dramatic narrative we have beheld the 
scene change from the sale of the slave to the esta- 
bliahment of the officer high in the king's house- 
hold; from the depth of the dungeon, to the enter- 
tainment in the palace. Through the different de- 
gi:jee$ of society, by incidents most natural, the story 
is . conducted : the characters have all the variety 
which a diversity of pursuits and dispositions gives: 
and they have the striking contrast of innocence and 
guilt. The moral is obvious and impressive. Inno- 
cqace is released from its afflictions, and raised tp 
a prosperous ascendancy ; guilt is punished and 
awakened, repents and is forgiven. The brethren 
of Joseph eichibit to us the forcible workings of 
an evil conscience : they perceive the hand of the 
avenger in every circumstance which they cannot ac- 
count fpr,and in every casualty that befalls them. They 
repented of their conduct towards Joseph, and had 
be^n freely forgiven by him : yet with that distrust 
which still clings to the sinner, on the death of 
their &ther they fear that forgiveness may . be re- 
tr^ted. They cannot conceive that Joseph will 
adopt a mode of treatment so different from what 
they knew they merited : they cannot believe that 
another would 'act so differeiotly from what kt one 
period of their lives they would themselves certainly 

• Vide Mark xiii. 31. 
M 
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have done. The words ^^ See that ye fall not ont by 
the way%" contained then but a reasonable precau- 
tion to minds as yet but half-formed to virtue; 
where recrimination as to their former joint ofience 
might so naturally mix with the conversation cm 
the incidents which had of late befallen them. But 
Joseph left vengeance to Him to whom vengeance 
belongeth ; and with the words ^^ Fear ye not : I will 
nourish you and your little ones V he spake kindly 
unto their hearts^ and gave them comfort. In for- 
giyene88, in submission, and in love, he was a type 
of the blessed Jesus^ : like him ^^made perfect through 
sufferings^' suid rising from abasement to great 
glory. In Joseph^ above any other of the patri- 
archal characters^ we have the mild assemblage of 
the Christian virtues : and they are exhibited by 
the record in the several relations and the various 
conditions of human life. In private you have him 
from an early age a lover of rectitude ; as he ad- 
vances in life, you have him in private faithful, con- 
tinent : in public you have him discreet, v igilant, active, 
beneficent ; not seeking, in his prosperity, to shut 
out, through false shame, the remembrance of his fop- 
mer state, but bringing the witnesses of it before the 
eyes of the people to a permanent settlement in the 
land : not dealing harshly with the ministers of a 
different faith, yet with uncompromising and known 
sincerity adhering to his own. Under his favoured 

• Gen. xlv. 24,. •» Vide Gen. 1. ^1. 

' Vide Note 00. ^ Heb. xi. 10. 
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wisdom Egypt was in plenteousness, and the spirit 
of Israel revived. Jacob, in his view on his death- 
bed of the fortunes and the characters of his sons, 
says of Joseph, " The archers have sorely grieved him, 
and shot at him, and hated him : but his bow abode 
in strength, and the arms of his hands were made 
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob*/' 
And in the exercise of filial piety and of forgiving 
love of his brethren, he brought down all the family 
of Abraham to settle in the best of the land of 
Egypt, thence to be at a future day, — as in the spirit 
of prophecy at his death he announced, — by a provi- 
dential dispensation removed to their final settle- 
ment in the promised land. Moses has detailed the 
particulars of his life, that we may follow the ex- 
ample of his submiirflon, df his trust in the Lord, 
of his kind affections, and his useful offices. *^ The 
Lord willed, and he was filled with the spirit of im- 
derstanding ; he showed forth that which he had 
learned, and he gloried in the law of the covenant 
of the Lord. He sought out the secrets of grave 
sentences, he served among great liien, he appeared 
before princes, he travelled through strange coun- 
tries. His memorial shall not depart away, and his 
name shall live from generation to generation. Na- 
tions shall show forth his wisdom, and the congre- 
gation shall declare his praise*.* 

" Gen. xlix. 23, 4, •» Vide EgcIus. xxidx. S, &c. 
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SERMON IX. 

(Fifth Sunday in Lent.) 

MOSES COMMISSIONED TO RELEASE THE 

ISRAELITES. 



ExoDU8, Chap, iii. ver. 10. 

" Came now, therefwe^ and I will send thee unto Pharaoh^ that 
thou may est bring forth my people, the children of Israel, out 
ofEgyptr 

1 HE second book of the Pentateuch has its name 
from the principal event which it records, — ^the Ex- 
odus or departure of the Israelkes out of the land of 
Egypt. At the invitation of Pharaoh, Jacob had^ 
with his sons and their families, gone down into 
Egypt, to share the favour which Joseph, by his 
prudent administration so highly countenanced by 
the Lord, had obtained in the eyes of the king. The 
number of Jacob's sons, and their male issue, was 
" seventy souls*." " And the children of Israel 
were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multi- 
plied, and waxed exceeding mighty ; and the land 
was filled with them^." But in course of time *^ there 
arose up a new king over Egypt," a king probably of 
a new dynasty introduced by the incursion of a fo- 
reign force, for he " knew not Joseph V' sind felt no 

• Gen. xlvl. 27. •» Exod. i. 7. * Exod. i. 8. 
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gratitude for the services of the patriarch to the 
state. On the contrary, the increased number of 
the descendants of Israel gave alarm to his jealousy. 
To prevent their multiplying, and, should any war 
fall out, becoming an addition of strength to the 
enemy, he resorted, in his political wisdom, to the 
expedient of harassing them with impositions, and 
afflicting them with labours. ^^ But the more the 
Egyptians afflicted them, the more they multiplied 
and grew V In spite of the rigorous oppressions 
of their taskmasters, their numbers grew more for- 
midable : for they were increasing for the accom- 
plishment of what God had in his intent, and the arts 
of human policy were weak before his purpose. Had 
it been his pleasure, he might have arrested the arm 
of the oppressor ; but ^^whomthe Lord loveth he 
chasteneth^." He was to. exercise his people in 
hardships, and to teach them resignation to his will. 
To make their future deliverance a subject of higher 
gratitude, he associated with their remembrance of 
idolatrous Egypt the lash of the taskmaster, and the 
chains of the house of bondage. 

The birth and extraordinary preservation of him 
who was destined to be the instrument for bringing 
about their deUverance is recorded in an early chap- 
ter of the Book of Exodus. The horrid expedient 
for reducing the numbers of the Israelites, which 
first suggested itself to Pharaoh, by destroying every 
male child at its birth, had failed, through the fear 

•Exod.i. 12. * Hcb. xii. 6. 



of the Lord operating on the minds of those to vhom 
the execution had been entrusted. An injunction 
yet more barbarous^ required the wretched parents 
themselves to abandon their offspring to destruo- 
tion. ^^ Every son that is bom,'* said he, " ye shall 
cast into the river*/* To what a worldly observer 
would call the ^^ accidental circumstance*^ of Pha^ 
raoh*s daughter coming to bathe in the waters^ at 
the exact moment when the child Moses had been 
committed to the stream, the infant was indebted 
for the preservation of its Ufe. But what is the 
Christian warranted in calling ^^ an accidental cir* 
cumstance,** when he hears from him, who best 
knew the nature of the Great Ruler of heaven and 
earth, that ^^ not a sparrow felleth to the ground 
without his knowledge ;** and that before him ^^ the 
very hairs of your head sire numbered^ ?** They who 
Iniow that the infant in the rushes was afterwaidi 
invested with high privilege, and called to honouiv 
able office ; they who know what an important part 
Moses afterwards sustained in the providential ad- 
ministration of the world, will not consider his life 
as saved from the peril of the waters but by a spe- 
cial arrangement of God*s providence. Those who 
see in him the sacred historian that was to deliver 
the record of God*s early communications with the 
patriarchs, and the wise servant whom God chose 
to lead his people through the dangers and the pro* 
vocations of the wilderness :-r^those who recognise 

• Exe4, i. t2. •» Vide M^tth. x. 30. 
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him as the accredited ambassador between Heayen 
and earthy by whom was transmitted the ceremonial 
law that was to keep God's favoured Israelites a 
distinct people^ and the moral law, which, after the 
days of this separation should have an end, was 
to bind the whole world ; — ^those who acknowledge 
him the prophet who, by the visible language of 
types and ordinances, was to announce salvation 
even to the end of the earth, by that much higher 
prophet whom yet he was like unto, — will look in his 
preservation, beyond the feebleness of contingency, 
to the Great Ruler of events, performing, after his 
own manner, his own work, and saving this infant 
from the fate by which so many others had perished. 
How beautiful is the simplicity of the narrative ! 
^^ And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash 
herself at the river, and her maidens walked along 
by the river's side ; and when she saw the ark among 
the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. And when 
she had opened it, she saw the child : and, behold, 
the babe wept. And she had compassion on him*.** 
Thus did the Lord provide for the accomplishment 
of his great work, by stirring up the wills of volun- 
tary agents to prepare the instrument by whom that 
work was to be accomplished. By a further extent of 
compassionate kindness in the daughter of Pha- 
raoh, he is delivered to be nursed by a Hebrew wo- 
man ; and, by another of the dispensations of Pro- 
vidence, that Hebrew nurse is his mother^: by 

* Exod. ii. 5, 6. ^ Vide Exod. ii. 7, 8, 9. 
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her he is brought up in the faith of the Israelites ; 
while, bred up as the son of Pharaoh's daughter*, 
he becomes learned in all the wisdom of the Egypt- 
ians^. " Thus," as the first martyr, St. Stephen, says, 
*^ was he mighty in words and deeds :" fitted, when 
God should call for his offices, to be ^^ great in the 
sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the 
people^." 

But however he might have been qualified for the 
deliverance of the Israelites, it was not left for him 
to choose the time when it should be undertaken : 
he did, at a time when circumstances might have 
seemed most opportune to the views of human por 
licy, make the attempt, and the attempt was unsuc- 
cessful. In the maturity of his understanding and 
the strength of his manhood, indignant at the suf- 
ferings of his brethren, and probably with some pro- 
phetic intimation that he was to be their deliverer, 
" seeing one of them sufier wrong, he defended him, 
and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the 
Egyptian. For he supposed that his brethren 
would have understood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them ; but they understood not*.'* 
So far is he from finding his efforts supported by 
their love of freedom, that the act which could only 
have for its motive his feeling for their suffering 
under oppression, and his desire to lead them on to 
a release from bondage, is immediately converted to 

■ Vide Exod. ii. 10. " Acts vii. 22. 

Exod. xi. 3. ^ Acts vii. 24, 25. 
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a ground of reproach, and becomes an occasion of 
alarm. . When on the following day he would have 
set at one two of them ^who were at strife, " Who 
made thee a ruler and a judge over us^ ?" is the re- 
buke with which his compassionate kindness is met. 
'^ Wilt thou kill me/* said one of them," as thou didst 
the Egyptian yesterday^ Y' Surprised and alarmed at 
perceiving that an act done, as he had thought in se- 
crecy, — ^an act which he knew must be offensive to 
the reigning prince, — is brought unexpectedly into 
notoriety, Moses fled from the resentment of Pha- 
raoh into the land of Midian, where he married the 
daughter of the person who was invested with the 
sacred character, and probably with the sovereignty^ 
Here was he spending his tranquil years in family 
endearment and the occupations of peace, when it 
pleased God to listen to ^^ the groaning of his peo- 
ple ; and God remembered his covenant with Abra- 
ham, with Isaac, and with Jacob**." And here, in 
the secret retirement of the mountains of Horeb, 
the Lord announced to Moses his intention of send- 
ing him to the then reigning " Pharaoh, that he 
might bring forth his people, the children of Israel, 
out of Egypt^." It was not to a mighty hunter, 
half-practised in the arts and stratagems of war, 
that the Lord consigned the leading forth, with an 
arm of strength, a nation from the midst of a 
uiorc powerful nation, reluctant and exasperated : 

• Acts vii. 27. *» Acts vii. 28. " Vide Note PP. 

* Exod. ii. 24. * Exod. iii. 10. 
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but a man was called from the peaceful tending of 
the flock to rule over a refractory people^ and to 
overthrow the hosts of their enemies. It was 
not the favourite prince at the court of Pharaoh^ 
who was employed to negociate their release ; but 
a man advanced to the age of eighty years^ whose 
interest there had long since ceased^ and whose 
friends had died away. The time of God's special 
appointing was now arrived^ when it pleased God to 
begin his work of accumulated miracle for the 
deliverance of his people : and the failure of Moses^ 
when before, apparently with fairer promise from 
natural advantage of being successful, he had made 
the attempt, demonstratively proves whence he now 
has his competence, and to whom his success is to 
be ascribed. 

How peculiarly striking is the opening of his 
commission ! While Moses was tending his flock 
in the soUtude of the desert mountain, his eyes 
were caught by the appearance of a flame of fire 
which issued from the midst of a bush : '^ And he 
looked, and behold the bush burned with fire, and 
the bush was not consumed^ ." Of all the imagery 
of nature, light or flame is that which seems to have 
been all through the Scriptures associated with any- 
thing like a personal presence of the Deity. Active, 
brilliant, powerful ; penetrating and purifying, — it is 
of all corporeal substances that which furnishes the 
nearest analogies to spirit. It is the raiment in 

Exod. iii. 2. 
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which the Psahnist dothes the Divinity ; it is the 
emblem by which the prophet represents his influ* 
ence : by this the Lord in aftertimes led his people 
through the wilderness ; and in this he sent down his 
spirit on the first preachers of the Gospel. With a 
burning lamp^ which passed between the pieces of 
the sacrifice^ he had made the covenant with Abra* 
ham^ ; and from the midst of the bush^ which burned 
and yet was not consumed^ he now announces his 
intention of fulfilling his engagement. Moses turned 
aside to see the great sights why the bush was not 
consumed; when He who wrought the miracle 
checks the confidence of the inquirer^ and impresses 
on his astonished mind the sanctity of the all-power- 
ful Being with whose communications he is ho- 
noured. " Draw not nigh hither" were the first 
words of the Almighty^ even to him whom he had 
expressly and by name accosted^ and to whom he 
was to show such favour : " Draw not nigh hither : 
put ofi* thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground^." And fur- 
ther, he now discloses to his humbled minister him 
by whose presence the ground was hallowed : ^' I 
am the Grod of thy father, the Grod of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God^." 
And if, my beloved brethren, Moses was thus daz- 
zled at the annunciation, — if Elisha wrapped his face 
in his mantle,-*-and the seraphim cover themselves 

• Vide Gen. xv. 17, &c. '^ Exod. iii. 5. « Exod. iii. 6. 
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from his presence^ — ^what should be the feeling of 
abasement with which we sinners should approach 
him^ and what the reverential awe with which we 
should prostrate ourselves before his throne ? Let 
the words " the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground/' be remembered as a solemn admonition to 
all the worshippers of God at every moment of their 
stay within his hallowed house. And let the in- 
junction " Draw not nigh hither," be regarded as a 
forcible rebuke against the presumption of any^ 
who in the extravagance of intemperate curiosity 
would pry into the sublime mysteries of the Divinity^ 
and demand an insight into the sacred structure 
of his dispensations* ^' How unsearchable are his 
judgements, and his ways past finding out*!" " The 
glory of the Lord sanctifieth his tabernacle^ :" ^^ Let 
all the inhabitants of the earth stand in awe of 
him^" 

" I am come down," saith the Lord, " to deliver 
my people out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land unto a good land 
and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey^." The promise which the Lord had made 
unto the faithful patriarch is now, under every cir- 
cumstance of human improbability, to be after a 
lapse of four hundred years fulfilled to a distant 
generation of his posterity. Unpractised in the 
arts of war, unenlightened in the refinements of 

* Rom. xi. 33. •» Vide Exod. xxix. 43. 

« Ps. xxxiii. 8» ^ Exod. iii. 8. 
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peace, his descendants were in themselves helpless 
and incapable ; their numbers presented an incum- 
brance to any who would seek to deliver them. Ti^o 
centuries passed in slavery had worn down their 
spirit, and had soured their temper. Sullen and 
self-willed, while they naturally cried out against 
the taskmasters who oppressed them, we see them 
equally reluctant to concede to Moses the power 
which was necessary for their deliverance. It was 
not then by their own sword they were to be set 
free, but by the arm of the Lord ; nor was it through 
any merit of their moral character that they were 
to find favour in his sight. It is expressly declared 
by him to be the oath which the Lord had sworn 
to his servant Abraham, that engaged him to work 
their release. " Understand, therefore," saith the 
Lord's appointed ruler to the assembled Israelites^ 
*^ that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good 
land to possess it for thy righteousness ; for thou 
art a stifi*-necked people : not for thy righteousness 
or the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to 
possess their land ; but for the wickedness of these 
nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from 
before thee, and that he may perform the word 
which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob*." " The Lord had a delight in 
their fathers to love them, and he chose their seed 
after them V to be his especial people : and from 
the call of Moses to bring theni out of their bond* 

• Deut. ix. 6, 5. ^ Deut. x. 15. 
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age in Egypt^ even to their final establishment in 
the land of Canaan by Joshua^ — in every part is tht 
mighty hand of the Lord to be distinctly seen. Theif 
deliverer was the very man whose mle they had re- 
jected ; — ^their conduct was such as perpetually to 
throw obstacles in the way : obstacles which no hu- 
man patience would have tolerated, and which no 
human power could have been able to surmount*. 

The representations which God at the entrance 
on this great work gives of himself, are fitted to 
make on his people the most interesting impres- 
sions of his loving-kindness, and to hold out to all 
the most exalted ideas of his power. ^^ I am the 
God of thy father," he says to Moses, " the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob V 
He was the God of that pious man, who, amidst th^ 
corriiptions of Egyptian superstition, and in oppo^ 
sition to the edict of its monarch, had brought up 
in the faitli of the God of Israel him who was now 
specially appointed to lead his people out of capti- 
vity : he was the God of those holy patriarchs who 
lived in the recollections of the nation, and with 
whom the covenants made and renewed were the 
foundation of the hopes of their descendants. These 
hopes were now to be fulfilled by that gracious 
Being, who announced himself the Lord God of the 
Hebrews, before whom the senseless and despicable 
objects of Egyptian idolatry were as nought in the 
balance. In opposition to the abstract andaUegorictl 

• Vide Note QQ. ** Exod. iii. 6. 
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imaginations which had no real existence^ and could 
produce no effect, — ^in opposition to the beast of the 
field driven into the temple to be worshipped, which 
yet by its bellowing did not awake the stupidity of 
him that fell down before it, so as to make him 
know and be ashamed of its meanness, — in opposi-* 
tion to the deified man, whose existence began and 
ended within the memory of many of his worship- 
pers, whose vices made him formidable during his 
abode on earth, and under whose terrors, pretended 
now to have been translated to influential station 
in the starry heaven, his priests grew rich by im-^ 
posture, and wallowed in luxury; — in opposition to 
all these varieties of the idol host, the great deno-» 
mination by which the Lord would hare himself 
designated is that which marks him uncreated and 
self-existent, unchangeable and eternal. ^^ And 
Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come imto 
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them. The 
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you ; and 
they shall say unto me. What is his name ? What 
shall I say unto them ? And God said unto Moses, 
I AM THAT I AM : and he said. Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of Israel, I am hath sent me unto 
you*." To whom can this designation belong, but to 
him whose non-existence is a contradiction to every 
conception of the mind, and the annihilation of all 
that constitutes the universe ; whose existence must 
be independent of every odier, and above all change^ 

* Exod. ill. 13, 14. 
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modification, or decay ? Of such a Being, what 
man's weak wisdom can comprehend, it must learn 
from himself: and in his kindness he hath made 
all such communications as were necessary, speak- 
ing by his spirit to the fathers of old by the pro- 
phets, and to us also by his Son. And the words of 
his Son, '^ Before Abraham was I am%" are words 
which have an obvious reference to the denomina* 
lion which the Great Jehovah here attributes to 
himself, and apply the notion of eternal and neces- 
sary existence to the founder of our faith also. If 
the Son of Man knew what was in man, the Son of 
God knoweth the Father, and the things which be 
of Grod; and to us he gives, from these writings of 
Moses, an assurance of the resurrection^ founded 
on God's being called ^^ the God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob ;^ for, as he says, ^' he is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living**." For himself 
the Son here claims a pre-existing state before the 
ages of the patriarchs, in terms which show ^^ he 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God^ ;** 
but was partaker with the Father of that unchanged 
existence^ which was, and is, and never will have an 
end. 

But let us return to that great type of him^ and to 
that deliverance which was the image of his salva- 
tion, — ^to Moses, whom the voice of the Lord which 
issued from the burning bush ordained to bring his 
people out of bondage^ and lead them to the pror^ 

• John viii. 5S. »• Matth. xxii. $2. « Phil. ii. 6. 
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mised land. ^^ Now the man Moses," it is declared 
in the Book of Numbers, and referred to by the Son 
of Sirach, " was very meek, above all the men that 
were in the earth*." Such an instrument could only 
derive ability to perform the task from that Great 
Power which assigned it to him : a task which the 
utmost energy of human agents would have scarcely 
been sufficient to effect, could never have been 
brought about by faculties which were inert, and 
wills that were reluctant. Yet ^^ not eloquent" — 
" slow of speech, and of a slow tongueV' Moses 
describes himself: " The children of Israel," he says, 
^^ have not hearkened unto me ; how then shall 
Pharaoh hearken unto me, who am of uncircum- 
cised lips^ ?" See in this the inconsistency of hu- 
man agents, and learn the determined purpose of 
the Lord. Moses, who before had offered himself 
to be a deliverer of the Israelites, now, when God 
calls him to the office, begins to make excuses for 
declining it, and starts a number of captious diffi- 
culties against his undertaking it. Hear how he 
meets the first announcing of his appointment : 
" Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and 
that I should bring forth the children of Israel out 
of Egypt^ ?" Next, he must have some name of 
the Lord which is to confound opposition, and to 
operate as a charm upon those whom he was to ad- 
dress. The gracious kindness of the Great I am 

• Numb. xii. 3. »» Exod. iv. 10. 

* Exod. vi. 12. * Exod. iii. 11. 
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famishes this ; yet he still has doubts as to the suc- 
cess of that which God had shown such determined 
desire to bring to pass. " They will say," says he, 
*^ the Lord hath not appeared unto thee*." In the 
extent of God's indulgence, miracles are wrought 
to convince Moses, and the power of working mi- 
racles is given to him, to convince them of the di- 
vinity of his commission. And now he finds out 
the natural infirmities of a man endowed with mi- 
raculous power, the deficiency in eloquence of the 
agent appointed by him who " made man's mouth V 
and ^^ whose lips the Lord was opening to show forth 
his praise^." Every difficulty is surmounted; and yet 
we have an unqualified avowal of his dislike, by a 
solicitation that God should send another in his 
stead. The anger of the Lord is kindled against 
the unreasonableness of his opposition, and Aaron 
is joined with him in the commission. But see the 
important points which this detail of the objections 
started by Moses establishes. It is a complete 
refutation of the idea that Moses was a heroic 
leader, an artful politician, who, wishing to liberate 
his^ countrymen from bondage under a foreign do- 
minion, pretended to have support from Heaven to 
overawe their enemies, and to enforce his authority. 
You see him here, so fiir from aspiring to a divine- 
commission which he was not favoured with, that 
he was reluctant to accept that which was announced 

■ Exod. iv. 1. *» Exod. iv. 11. 

' Vide Psalm li. 15. 
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to him : you have him doubting the sufficiency of 
God's power to subdue his incapacity^ and plead- 
ing deficiencies which^ as far as they had existence, 
must have been known to Him who gave him the 
eommission^ and have vanished in an instant at a 
glance of his will. The mistrust of Moses gives oc- 
casion for the manifestation of God's miraculous 
power^ and the weakness of the servant makes all re* 
dound to the glory of the Lord, Without the Lord, 
man can do nothing ; but the believer '^ can do all 
things through him that strengtheneth him^/' 

What a strong attestation does this narrative fur- 
nish to the author of the Pentateuch and to the 
truth of his history ! The person who has promul* 
gated those facts^ so disreputable to the character of 
Moses^ is no other than Moses himself. He does not 
suppress, he does not qualify, he does not apolo- 
gize in his own case ; and who will believe that he 
would falsify in any other ? His account indeed of 
the Exodus and of the journey through the wilder- 
ness was so unfavourable to the credit of the nation, 
his record here so disparaging to the reputation of 
Ae lawgiver of whom they boasted, that the Jewish 
historian, Josephus, has departed from the authority 
of that lawgiver himself, from the testimony of the 
eye-witness, has understated facts, has omitted, has 
extenuated, has engrafted traditions on the historian's 
record, and has embodied the justification of the par-r 
ti&an into the narrative of the annalist. Who can 

'^ Vide Phil. iv. IS. 
N 2 
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doubt the truth of Moses' history, when he finds 
him clear of all those evil dispositions which are every 
where the corruptors of the historic page ? Who 
will believe that he has deviated from the truth in 
any thing, when he has adhered to it where most 
disreputable to himself and to his country ? Who 
will believe that to gratify personal vanity or na- 
tional arrogance he has exaggerated in the provi- 
dential history, when he has had the hardihood in 
his narrative to tell offensive truths (where in 
many cases they might without danger of detection 
have been kept secret,) in the conduct of himself 
and his countrymen. Infidels pretend to consider 
Moses as an enthusiast, a man mistaking for divine 
suggestions the vehement emotions of a disordered 
fancy. The miraculous facts recorded in the subse- 
quent history establish the certainty of divine power 
exerted to assist his cause ; the passages just recited 
refute the charge of enthusiasm. It is indeed difiScuit 
to suppose that a man instructed in all the learning 
of the country, most eminent in his day for science 
and the arts, — ^that a man bred up in all the varied 
society which the court of the monarch presented, 
could persuade himself that he was in the special 
enjoyment of divine communications of which he 
could produce no proof, nor refer to any authentic 
fruits : it is difficult to conceive that he could believe 
himself divinely called on to execute a work which 
he had, after a failure forty years before, laid aside 
all thought of resuming, and for which he had in that 
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long period been making no preparations ; — ^butit is 
impossible to reconcile with such enthusiastic per- 
suasion the starting of continued objections against 
undertaking the office, and the searching out for cir- 
cumstances, real or imaginary, which might have 
force to prove him unworthy of the commission or in- 
capable of executing it. The conduct of Moses as 
related by himself is perfectly natural: he sought to 
decline a task in attempting which he had formerly 
under circumstances more favourable failed, and 
from the desire, as well as from the ability, for which, 
habits formed during a period of forty years had es- 
tranged him : but it is an absolute contradiction to 
all common sense, to suppose a man eager to object 
against what he is yet desirous to find a certainty ; 
to have his understanding at work to create diffi- 
culties, while his will was engaging him to acquiesce 
in that which he was opposing. 

But when the reluctance of Moses gave way before 
the displeasure of the Lord, we no longer find him 
incompetent. Whatever his utterance heretofore 
might have been, his addresses to the people have a 
rich vein of persuasive eloquence: his song on the 
overthrow of Pharaoh's host vies in sublime imagery 
with any composition extant, profane or sacred. 
With exalted majesty he has showed the wonders of 
the Lord's power in Egypt, with fervent piety he dis- 
played to his people his glories in the wilderness. 
He gave to his duty all the strength of his bodily 
powers, with all the energy of his intellectual. In 
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all that he undertook he prospered, for the Lord wad 
with him in counsel and in act. If with the other 
patriarchal characters he is not found to be in every 
single particular perfect*, his example becomes thus 
not merely a model for the lawgiver to copy from 
or for the statesman to imitate ; it has what is salu* 
tary for the sinner's instruction and for the penitent's 
comfort. When in the latter part of the subsequent 
history we read of his offence, we read also of his 
punishment : when here in the outset he provoked 
God's displeasure, he was rebuked, and on his sub* 
mission admitted to favour. The Lord led his peopk 
" by the hand of Moses and Aaron^." He conde^ 
scended to perform for the Israelites all that earthly 
sovereigns do for their people : he gave them sta* 
tutes, he made treaties, he held the power of life and 
death among them. Moses was the minister ap- 
pointed to dispense his decrees : Moses was the in- 
tercessor between the Lord and his people : ^^ There 
arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses^ 
whom the Lord knew face to face ; in all that mighty 
hand and in all the great terror which Moses showed 
in the sight of all Israel^.** " He sanctified him in 
his faithfulness and meekness, and chose him out of 
all men^." Called from tending his flock upon the 
holy mountain, he is in meekness a faint image of 
that " good shepherd who layeth down his life for 
the 8heep^" The faithfulness of Moses, when he 

• Vide Note RR. * Ps. Ixxvii. 20. « Deut. xxxiv. 10, iJl. 

* Ecclui. x\y. 4. • Vide John x. U. 
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*^ refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter^ 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season*/* 
was faith in him; for it was ^^ esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt^.'* 
" By faith (in Christ) he forsook Egypt: for he en- 
dured, as seeing him that was invisible^.** Let us, my 
beloved brethren, pray to be by his example strength- 
ened in that faith : let us also look to that gracious 
Being, who to all but the eye of faith is invisible, 
who hath ^^ given to us exceeding great and precious 
promises^ :" let us also, aided by his heavenly grace, 
turn from the short-lived pleasures of sin, and look 
" to the recompence of the rewardV* which endurelh 
for ever. And may the ^^ Author of eternal salvation^ *' 
and the ^^ Finisher of our faiths" keep us of his gra- 
cious mercy in this life in his faith and fear, and in 
the world to come bestow on us that his inestimable 
blessing of everlasting life, for which his preaching 
was a preparation, and of which his blood-shedding 
was the price. 

' Heb. xi. 24, %^ ^ Heb. xi. «6. ' Heb. xi. 27. 

- 2 Pet. i. 4. • Heb. xi. 26. ' Heb. v. 9. 

K Heb. xii. 2. 
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SERMON X. 

(Sixth Sunday in Lent.) 
MIRACLES OF MOSES IN EGYPT. 



Exodus, Chap. ix. ver. 13, 14. 

** Jnd the Lord said unto Mosen, Rise up early in the morningt and 
stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord 
God of the Hebrews, Let my people go,that they may serve me. 
For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine heart, 
and upon thy servants, and upon thy people ; that thou mayest 
know that there is none like me in all the earth" 

The commission of Moses to bring the children of 
Israel out of the house of bondage in Egypt and to 
place them in the promised land was one of compli- 
cated difficulty. At the outset he had to rouse the 
bondsmen and to solicit favour from their tyrant. 
He derived his authority from the God of the patri- 
archs, and he was to obtain a release for their de- 
scendants from strangers and idolators. There was 
no common principle of moral feeling to be appealed 
to among those who differed so widely in that which 
is the only firm foundation of morals, religious be- 
lief: and there was no common language in which 
to address the slave and the taskmaster. When 
*^ Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that 
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they may hold a feast unto me in the wildeniess*," 
the answer of Pharaoh is, " Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice to let Israel go ? I know not 
the Lord^ neither will I let Israel go**." The message 
had on Pharaoh no other effect than that on the same 
day he commanded a more rigorous exaction of their 
services^ and imposed a condition of added labour on 
their performance. With the Israelites the reception 
-of the Lord's appointed servants was at first as little 
encouraging : the increased severity of their tasks 
made the children of Israel distrust the commission of 
their deliverer, and inveigh against Moses as having 
caused them to be " abhorred in the eyes of Pha- 
raoh, and of having put a sword in his hand to slay 
them^.*' Even when after having consulted the Lord 
he spake unto them from him, ^^ they hearkened not 
unto Moses, for anguish of spirit and for cruel bond- 
age*.** Well might he then speak before the Lord, 
saying, *^ Behold, the children of Israel have not 
hearkened unto me ; how then shall Pharaoh hear 
me*?'* To ordinary policy the reasoning is irresist- 
ible : but the Lord who had called him to the task, 
could at once invest him with powers adequate to 
overthrow every obstacle which should array itself 
against its accomplishment. Before him whose de- 
termined purpose it was to deliver the children of 
Israel, the strength of the oppressor was of no avail : 
when he " assayed to go and take him a nation 

* Exod. V. 1. "" Exod. v. 2. ' Vide Exod. v. 21. 

* Exod. vi. 9. • Exod. vi. 12. 
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from the midst of another nation*," he had ready 
for his uses and suflScient for his purposes, " temp- 
tations, and signs, and wonders, and war, and a 
mighty hand, and a stretched-out arm, and great 
terrorsV' to strike down all opposition even to the 
dust of the earth. His power is infinite, his re- 
sources are inexhaustible; and Moses is mighty, 
through Him which strengtheneth him, to perform 
the task which the Lord had assigned him. 

• The chapters of Exodus which immediately fol- 
low that from which the text is taken, give a par- 
ticular account of the several applications made to 
Pharaoh by Moses and Aaron, intreating him to let 
Israel go ; and of the various plagues inflicted on 
him and on his people, to enforce compliance. When 
he called on them to give some proof of their al- 
leged commission, and to work some miracle before 
bim, they readily complied with a request apparently 
not unreasonable, and which the Lord had antece- 
dently instructed and empowered them to gratify. 
But Pharaoh, not willing to be convinced even by 
the proof which he had himself demanded, sends for 
bis wise men and his sorcerers, to withstand Moses 
and Aaron, and to bring discredit on their miracles, 
as if performed Uke those which they wrought by 
enchantment and delusion. Greatly inferior as their 
performances were, still Pharaoh found himself so 
far encouraged by their imitation, as to deny by his 
acts the commission which the Lord God of the 

" Deut. iv. 34. *• Vide Dent. iv. 34. 
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Hebrews had given. " Pharaoh's heart is harden-- 
ed: he refuseth to let the people go*.'* Even when 
the folly of the magicians was made manifest unto 
allmen^ and miracles had been wrought by the 
finger of God which they could not even attempt 
to imitate,— still the gain from the services of the 
Israelites was precious in the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
through the hardness of his heart he still conti* 
nued to detain them. One would think that the 
removal of any one of those noisome plagues under 
which his people were discomfited and ^^ the land 
stankV* should have been gratefully acknowledged 
by him who had solicited that removal — ^^ Let fa^ 
vour be shown to the wicked, yet will he not leani 
righteousness^." One would have thought that the 
denunciation of a new plague to him, who had just 
smarted under a former one after a similar denun* 
ciation inflicted, would have softened the heart be-* 
neath its wholesome terrors — ^when Pharaoh saw 
that there was respite, he despised the riches of 
God's goodness, his forbearance and long-suflering. 
Under the pressure of any of the plagues with which 
he was visited, he will do 'every thing to have it re- 
moved : he will supplicate, he will negotiate, he will 
oflfer terms advancing higher in value : he will let 
the Israelites sacrifice in the land, — he will do any 
thing short of wholly parting with them : he will 
even " let them go into the wilderness : only they 

Exod. vii. 14. '' Exod. viii. 14. " Is. xxvi. 10. 
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shall not go very far away* ;" — only so far as will 
admit their being brought back again by force, 
when he recovers from his affliction. He acknow- 
ledges that " he and his people arc wicked*' :'* he 
solicits of those to whom before he would not 
hearken, to " intreat the Lord to take away from 
him that deathV' and to remove the corruption 
from the land : — when the corruption is removed, 
as regularly do we again hear that Pharaoh's heart 
is hardened, and he deals deceitfully in not letting 
the people of Israel go to sacrifice to the Lord. With 
alternations of arrogance and of fear, he refuses 
and he solicits : in his affliction he is intimidated, 
and he promises ; when his affliction is removed, 
he is always strong to break his engagement. 

Is there any to whom this repeated recurrence 
to his first determination, this obstinacy of Pha- 
raoh's will unsubdued by so many miraculous visi* 
tations, appears to throw some doubt upon the cre- 
dit of the record ? How little does he know of the 
tenacity of prejudice, of the influence of changed 
aituation, of the support of evil counsellors, of the 
hope conceived during the delay of vengeance, of 
the buoyancy of the human mind when the pres- 
sure of terror is removed, and of the subtilty of the 
devices by which it soon gets rid of the recollection 
of what is painful. Ask him whose knowledge 
of the structure of the human body, and whose skill 
to cure the distempers which are incident to it, call 

• Vide Exod. viii. 9.S. «• Exod. ix. 27. ^ Vide Exod. x. 17. 
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to the bed of sickness to which intemperance 
and voluptuousness have bound their pampered vo- 
tary — ask him how eagerly the resolution of a tem- 
perate and regular life has, during the paroxysm of 
disease, been adopted ; how strongly and how fre- 
quently it has been expressed; and ask him then, 
how often he has known that resolution, on the re- 
turn of health, rescinded, and intemperance and vo- 
luptuousness resuming their habitual sway, and sa- 
crificing their slave. And ask the Physician of the 
soul, what profusion of penitent exclamation, what 
vows of an amended course he has heard, — ^what 
hopeful dawn of pious sentiment, what glowing 
beams of benevolent affection he has witnessed, 
when the thought of a separation from this sole 
scene of his enjoyment has intruded on the mind of 
the sick, and the terrors of a future life, in which 
he is to give account of all his deeds in this, has 
been forced on the mind of the sinner. Should 
these terrors unhappily be realized, and death carry 
away its victim, none but the Searcher of hearts can 
say how true, had his life been spared, his promises 
of amendment would have been found, — none but the 
Judge of all can pronounce how far his penitence 
may meet acceptance. But the ministers of the 
Gospel can tell how often they have found a re- 
moval of affliction to be the banishment of every re- 
ligious reflection, and a return to health but a i*e- 
lapsc into sin. Turn, my beloved brethren, from 
the narrative to the application ; turn from Pha- 
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raoh to yourselves : and as he resisted the power of 
God in repeated miracles working for his convic- 
tion^ see that you he not found resisting the working 
of his holy spirit^ which is struggling continually to 
lead you into the paths of grace. Pharaoh, released 
from the appalling distress of a former visitation, 
was perhaps equally open to the influence which a 
subsequent visitation mi^ht be expected to have ; 
but to those who " after they have escaped the pol- 
lutions of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, are again entangled 
therein, and overcome,*' we have the words of an 
Apostle to quote to them, declaring that " the latter 
end with them is worse than the beginning*," and 
that ^^ it had been better for them not to hav^ 
known the way of righteousness, than after they 
have known it to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered unto them*'." An increased severity of 
miraculous visitations, ending at last in the slaughter 
of all the first-bom in the land of Egypt, subdued 
the heart of the haughty idolator to a compli- 
ance with God's command. But to the relaps- 
ing Christian, what other means of conversion are 
there left than those which he hath set at nought !-^— 
what other name whereby he can be saved, than the 
name of him whom, by his sins, he hath crucified 
afresh, and put to an open shame ? For if we sin 
wilfully, after that we have received the *' knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth," saith the Scripture, 

• Vide 2 Pet. ii. 20. •» 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
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^^ no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain looking 
for of judgement and fiery indignation*." O Lord ! 
rebuke us not in thine indignation, neither chasten 
us in thy sore displeasure : but let thy goodness, O 
Lord, still lead us to repentance, and let thy long- 
suffering at the last be our salvation ! 

The conduct of Pharaoh has in it nothing that 
may not, to any person who looks abroad into the 
world, be fully accounted for ; nothing that is in- 
credible in itself, or that is inconsistent with the cer- 
tainty and reality of those miraculous powers which 
Moses is said to have brought into operation before 
him. The ruler of the Egyptians, a people proud 
of their wisdom, their arts, and their antiquity, 
would not, but until after the utmost struggle, ad* 
mit any thing to the pretensions of those who, but 
a few centuries before, had come ready to perish 
into his land : the haughty and exalted monarch on 
his throne would not stoop to receive a religion 
from his slaves. Pharaoh before had objected 
against Moses and Aaron, that they had caused the 
Israelites for a time to rest from their labours, by 
the words which they spread among them : *^ B©^ 
hold," said Pharaoh, " the people of the land now 
are many, and ye make them rest from their bur- 
dens^." " Let there be more work," said he to his 
officers, " laid upon the men; that they may labour 
therein, and let them not regard vain words^." It 
was not likely then that he would easily be brought 

» Heb. X. 26, 27. »> Exod. v. -5. *= Exod. v. 9. 
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into a consent to forego in perpetuity those serrices 
which afforded a supply to the riches, and an aecom^ 
modation to the indolence of his subjects ; while a- 
rigorous system of servitude might keep down their 
numbers within a limit which should not be dait- * 
gerous^ yet still be a productive source of opulence 
to the state. On the other hand, released from 
their bondage, they might become a great nation, 
formidable to their neighbours, and bearing a venge- 
ful hostility against Egypt. Each successive plague 
gave a new irritation to the mind of Pharaoh, and 
brought a new injury on his people. Unwilling to 
listen to the requests of those who brought tfaeise 
plagues upon the land, he looked to his wise men 
and his sorcerers, by their arts to put down the 
pretensions to divine commission made by Moiies 
and Aaron. Magic was an art much cultivated vend 
much appealed to in Egypt, and undoubtedly the 
monarch could command the services of the ablest 
of its professors. They did not, it is true, do much: 
but if they were able to do any thing, — if (which 
may be easily accounted for*) they were able to make 
even imperfect imitation of any of Moses' miracles^ 
Pharaoh, instead of giving Moses credit for a com- 
mission from a Deity unknown to the Egyptito" 
worship, might rather give him credit for a pre-emi- 
nence in magical science. Infidels at some time 
did affect to take this method of accounting for the 
miracles. That time is indeed now past: — but was it 

• Vide Note* SS. 
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not a natural idea to occur to the mind of Pharaoh, 
and which he was interested to uphold, until works 
of a sort and an extent which no magic could pre- 
tend to, were performed before his eyes ? Let us allow 
to the infidel all the advantage that his argument 
may derive from Pharaoh's so long withholding his 
acknowledgement of the reality of Moses' miraclel^ 
by letting the children go ; but let us not stop in 
our reasoning until we view the whole of the facta 
of the case. At the last he does let them go ; — and 
are we not to say that then his doubts, as to the 
reality of the miracles, had been all removed ? Is not 
his submitting to Moses' authority, ^ and granting 
permission to thC' Israelites to withdraw from iMi 
land, a decisive proof of the slaughter of the first- 
bom ? And was not the power which could do this, 
fully equal to the performance of all? The consent 
at last forced from the reluctant will of Pharaoh; 
extorted from his interest, his prejudices, his con- 
sistency and his resentments, proves manifestly 
even by him, as it had by the magicians before, that 
here was *^ the finger of God.". It establishes the 
divinity of Moses' and Aaron's commission, which 
Pharaoh can no longer resist, and thus substantiates 
every miracle which they had wrought to support 
their pretensions to a divine commission. 

But is it not said that the Lord hardened the 
I^art of Pharaoh ? It is : repeatedly said in the pro- 
gress of the narration, and referred to by St. Paul 
in his Epistle to the Romans. It is necessary that 

o 
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you flhoddd rightly understand this ; as oianyiother 
paiisagesy particularly in the older Scriptures^ la- 
hour under apparent difficulties of a similar aort^ 
which may be removed by the same explanation. 
Certain it is, that to suppose God secretly influx 
encing the mind of any man to the commiaaion. 4)f 
any evil work, or suggesting to any an pbstinate^roi- 
solution to withstand what is commanded^ and'4h|$| 
punishing him for the wickedness which he haacoDi«- 
iQitted^ or the stubbornness he has ahown>-T-4a not 
a/tall consistent with our ideas of natural justice, or 
with our ideas of a merciful God. Now the gencanl 
explanation of all those passages in Scripture, whca'e 
this seems to be said, is ; that as nothmg on earth 
cm come to pass without God's permissive knowr 
ledge, the acts whidb are done of men are often in 
Scripture spoken of m acts of the Lord, the Lord 
not interfering to prevent them : and that is some* 
times stated as the final cause of the act, and God 
the author of it, which in truth is only a foretelluig 
of a future event which Qod will sulSer to take place. 
When our Saviour Christ says in his Gospel, -^^ I 
am not come to send peace on earth, but a sword,^ 
we are not surely to conceive that such was tl^e 
purpose which his redeeming love and his mercifitd 
spirit had in intention ; but simply, that this is ame^ 
lancholy prediction of the misuse to w^ich mei^ 
would pervert that Gk)spel whose annunciation wai| 
«^ Peace on earth, good-will towards menV* In 

* • Lukeii. 14. 
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thefBddk^f Deuteronomy* Moses telh dfWs send- 
ing messlengers Ofitof the wilderness to Sifaonking of 
Heshbon, with words of peace^ soliciting a passage 
through hii^ border t ^^ but Sihbn king of Hesh- 
ben^" said he, " would not let us pass by him : for 
the Lord thy God hardened his spirit, and made his 
heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy 
h«nd; Its appeareth this dayV In the literal sensej 
this would be to make God the author of evil; in 
order that he might inflict the punishment. F^r be 
sueh a thought of Him, who is represented to our 
conceptions asr " gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and' of great kihdness, and whom it repenteth 
of the cvil*^.** When the historian gires the aeeount 
of the transaction in the natural order of eventisi, h^ 
bscn^ibes the Whole to Sihon himself refusing the 
conditions offered by the Israelites** TOe prd^ 
posal of the condition implies that Sihon had 
power to accept or to reject ; and God*s hafQemng; 
his heart is but God*s permitting, by not preventing 
it, Sihon^s embracing that part of the alternatiTe 
lirhich called for his punishment. In like manner 
Gbd^s so often commanding Pharaoh to let his peo^ 
pie g6, or so often reproving him for his having rei 
fosed ta obey the conunand, would be inexplicable 
in the literiatl meaning of the words, on the suppo^ 
i^on that Gk)d had, by hardening his heart, made 
it itrifidsdble for him to comply. In fact, the ten- 

^^ ' • Dek. ft. *6, &c. * Deut. ii. 30. 

« Vide Joel ik 13. , ** Vide Numb. xxi. «1, &c, : 

a 3 
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dency of God's miraculous working with Pharaoh 

was to soften his heart ; the antecedent denuueia- 

' , ■■..•* 

tion of each plague left him a condition, ^o comply 
with which would have prevented the infliction : but 
Pharaoh in his rebellious will refuses the condi- 
tion, and thus voluntarily invites the visitation, . ][n 
several passages Pharaoh is said to have hardened 
his own heart, when in others, respecting the very 
same transaction, the Lord is said to have haj^dened 
it. This, last must therefore be understood Jn a 
sense not inconsistent with the. former. Now the 
passage in the original language would have,. ad- 
mitted in ours with equal fidelity being render^ 
ed, — The Lord permitted the heart of Pharaoh, tp 
be hardened, as The Lord caused it to be hardene^^ 
or The Lord hardened it. The Lord, knowing that 
Pharaoh would harden his heart and refuse to. let 
Israel go, is in the extent of his foreknowledge said 
to do, what he does not interfere to prevent : and at 
the last, when he leaves Pharaoh to his own repro- 
bate mind, and withdraws from him that grace which 
he had so long resisted, he is said to harden the 
heart which he had failed to soften. If in the first 
five plagues Pharaoh saw not the finger of God, it 
was because he had shut his eye9 against conviction 
by God's miracles, or conversion by his grace. No 
wonder then that he is punished with that blindness 
which he preferred to the light, and at last is plunged 
in that destruction by which the people of the Lord 
triumphed gloriously over the Lord's enemies*." 

' Vide Note TT. 
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lUe miracles performed by Moses, tlie first re- 
corded in Scripture as performed by human hands, 
require pecidiar notice. Plrior to* these, indeed, a 
miracle is performed by the Deity on Moses him- 
self : when Moses expressed his doubts as to the 
credence which his commission should meet with, 
isaying,' " Behold they (the Israelites) will not be- 
lieve me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for they will 
say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee* :" the 
miracle then wrought is said expressly to be for the 
purpose " that they may believe that the Lord God 
of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God olF 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto 
thee^,** And the same miracle was Moses em- 
powered to perform before Pharaoh, as a testimo- 
nial of His divine commission: the Lord saymg 
unto' Moses, " See, I have made thee a God to Pha- 
raoh*^/* With the deliverance of the Israelites from 
their bondage in Egypt, a new aera in Go3's reli- 
gious administration of the world was to have be- 
ginning,' and Moses is to show that he is commis- 
sioned from on high as the ambassador who is tg 

announce, and the deliverer who is to execute id 

• • - . ■ ■ . • ' 

Authority is thus given him over the natural world, 
that he may be admitted to the pre-eminence which 
tie is to sustain in the moral. All the elements are 
Siilbjected to his controul. At his powerfdl word the 
earth produces its loathsome reptiles, and the air 
becomes pestilential ; fire mingles with the hail, and 

' Exod. iv. 1. '' Exod. iv. 5. *^ Exod. vii. 1. 




th^ wat^r 16 turaedinto Uood. Denounced alwaya 
on condition^ some time before^ if the condilicHiJa 
not performedi the miracle is visible always^ittiito 
appointed time. It comes over the whole of .the 
land of Egypt, with im exception which equttty 
proves the miraculous power of the minister^ while 
it marks out the intention of Him from whom he 
had hiA commission. When the Lord canned, a 
^ievous murrain to fall on the cattle, he severed 
between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of £gyf>&s 
'^ and all the cattle of Egypt died, but. of thcicatr* 
tie of the children of Israel died not one^/* , ThA 
hail which ^^ smote throughout all the land of Eg|fpt 
all that W4S in the field, both man and beast, waa 
not seen in the land of Goshen^ :*' while ^^ there waa 
a thick darkness in all the. land of Egypt three ditys, 
even darkness which might be felt, aU the childrffiL 
of Israel had light in their dwellings^/* The cou-t 
test whiph the magicians attempted to sustain wi^ 
Moses shows, by their acknowledgement, the iwufr 
ficiency of any power less than that of ^' the. finger 
of God^" to produce them^. From the fulness of 
Moses* creative power over all the land of Egypt^ 
dex,terousasliiey were in the trickaand arts of .qo»<: 
ceahnent and shifting, the m&gidans might in.. a 
single. prepared spot e^bit something of the sort 
whiqh Moses had created by mitaicle; but ov/er what 

' ' * ^ ■ Exod. ix. 6. «» Vide Exod. ix. U,t^, 

^% *^V4rie «xod. x. 22, 23. - Vide Exod. vui: 10. 

*^ • Vide Note UU. 



tl<6f ^riitend^'tb^ ha^ ^^veii' life tbj ^tf cotUli 

vf^reinoBij^lB' tof' freeing ' the^ » lltnd from idi&t iriid 
thtis {^odtfeedy ttey ^9rell nnghtdecliiie^'fihe^oiitea^ 
anidt'adtnit ih(^ sup<^riori«y of Mbsea* pokier; Phib' 
rabb^ aelmow)edge» his 6ommis6ion> irfa^ii in 'thd 
lalst M9CH!t he is obliged to look to bim for the* te^ 
mdi^ <of ekebnucoessive visitation from his 'peopk^l 
HiiT'^rpiritiH^ bumbled to soKeit of Moses inid'AarGM) 
t^lfrne^ tbe^kiid from^e effect of esu^ pbtgtte : ' bu^ 
iii'diriMt wavering inconsistenejr wbicb still'hiEu^ 
raib^s tbe'giuiisfayer^ when ibe effects eease aiidtbcj 
d4]|g<^4ft'ii»ioved^ his heart is again bardetaied "td 
r^se\(^t'his terror had been forced reluctantly tidr 
pMtoiiieiJ^ ■'■, ^'f: ■ ' ^' •■-* 

^ iTke i^brd of Moses is not a collectton t>f mira-* 
ecdriul^ 'fiicts brought together after a Uqpse of a^^^ 
oh traditionary testiinony supplied from sueh Vagttd 
atid Various sOui^s of information as the historianr 
migiii have iiad resort to. There is no' distonce dr 
til6^ ietire^n the performance and the harration^ m 
Whieh^thi^re is room to forget^ and fecility foir falsi^^ 
f^^t' they were performed during the life of hinj 
"91^ rteoiHled them. Moses himself^ who performed 
thein^ liat^tgivdn us the report of them ; and to this 
dfiyhis tiame stands high in the Eastern worlds and 
his^ ttiiracles^ several of them specifically^ are noted 
by authors of a distant age*. The whole nation of 
the Jews bear testimony to him as the founder of 

" Vide Note VV. 
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their law and tKe author of their early historf : 
their ancestors must have believed the performance 
of the miracles, and they were eye-witnesses of them. 
In the Egyptians we have eye-witnesses of them 
also in an antagonist nation, who felt their inflic- 
tion, and to relieve themselves from the pressure sent 
the Israelites out of their land. Could the nations of 
Egyptians and of Jews concur in the belief of what 
had no reality, or have been deceived as to the per- 
fbrmance of works of a nature subjected to the evi- 
dence of their senses, and said to have been wrought 
over the whole face of the land ? The rod of Aaron 
deposited in the temple was a standing record for 
many centuries of their authenticity : the appoint- 
ment of the Levites to do the service of the sanc- 
tuary, in place of the first-bom of Israel whom the 
Lord had hallowed to himself when he slew the 
first-bom of the Egyptians, connects itself with the 
record of that important event. The powers of art 
Were summoned to a competition, but the magi-, 
cians failed in the contest; and Moses, placed by his 
character and by the circumstances of the case be- 
yond any charge of deceiving or of being deceived, 
is established by the credentials of miraculous power 
the agent of Him who alone worketh wonders. It 
would be presumptuous in creatures of our weak, 
judgements to form conjectures on the suitableness 
of occasion for the interference of the Divinity ; but 
it must be said, thai even to us it would appear mat- 
ter of surprise, if a commission so important as that 



f^^jW^oi^siou qf Moa/ea to have Ifften^.h^d \kcej^ im* 
foJl^4*W W ordijaary maimer. .Far it :sjrA^^^Jie-opefl- 
^,0^^^ j^yf a^ft..m . God's TcligiQus^^ulpanibtT^tipn 
Qfjtt^e, worlds thfs introductioa to a , diapepsatJion 
If^qh^.^as to restore the fallen, race gf man, tp,:^ 
ffLy.oiff fit t]^eii!,C;reator, by the fulfilling, of th^ p^f^ 
}Pf$e9 m^de to .the, patriarchy: it waa the cdUpg, ^ 
§^ pepuliaTf^ natiojQ to an . estabUshment .which was fp 
HpJhqld , the , jknowledge of the onja invisihle X^ff^ 
^n^4^1^the corruptions of idolatry ; and.to pre^^qryp 
d^pse 8aci;ed records^ and those successive prophp- 
(jie^. which wer^: to mark out the. Messiah at .h(U 
ji^xpe^rance on earth. Who is not prepared tp; .fi^ 
1;^^9._grjeat .powers of nature summoned to display 
:^,glQriea.oit :the new covenant, and the fire.a^ 
,t]ie tiipmpe^t apd the clouds and the thunders sfta;q[4* 
\pg, in. array to fulfil the words and to speak t^ 
noble .^ts. of the Lord ? r . .% 

. ...AJl through the.history of this extraordinary .pe^ 
pie,, bjiit with more splendid manifestations at tl>is 
the first establishment of their independence, is t^e 
hand of thi? liord visible : and never does his con- 
t^pul^Qg wisd^m^ more clearly reveal itself, than ^in 
fringing frpm; events that appear the most-adyerse, 
r^S)ilts that are favourable; and in turning the 
schemes by which. his coimsels are opposed, into 
means for . their ajccomplishment. The Egyptians 
*^ made the children of Israel to serve with rigour, 
and they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
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age^J' Had the Lord no regard for the people of 
his choice,?: Was it that he did not see the long 
continued oppression of their taskmasters? The 
case was widely different :-^He was preparinsT' them 
by the discipline of adversity for the grateful foUow-^ 
ing of him who should deliver them ; he was making 
Egypt with its idolatry odious in their eyesy and 
exciting in them a longing for that rest into whic^ 
he was promising them an entrance. '^ It is good 
for me,*" said David, ^^ that I have been afflicted^that 
I might learn thy statutes^." Look again at Pha<- 
raoh's obstinacy in refusing to let them go^ requi^ 
ring miracle after miracle to be expended in fmitlesii 
attempt to subdue the hardness of his heart ; aaiL 
then see how all this display of divine power tends- 
to the glory of God, by leaving among the Gentiles - 
a remembrance of the deliverance of his people from 
their bondage, and a dread of chastisements im«> 
pending over all who should molest them. But fo# 
this grand detail of well-attested miracles we should, 
in the imposing speciousness of infidelity, be told 
that the Exodus was but an ordinary emigration 
from a country become too populous for its means 
of support; and that Moses, a leader of considerable 
ability, found the pretence of a divine commission 
a useful expedient for keeping his refractory fol« 
lowers amenable to his authority, and making them 
acquiesce under their privations* If we shut op 

• Exod. i. 1.3, 14. »> Psalm cxix. 71. 
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o«ie>lijalf of ' otir Bible, then-^^^ttt then only — ^witt 
tbeAnAAet be able io explain tnrSLj liie other. ' - 

'Such ^raii the magnificent opening of the second 
of God's re&giofus dii^ensations, of that which war 
to supersede the patrianc^al, and to prepare for the 
Christtan^ And ^^ if that which is done away/^ saiflr 
l}ie Apostle^ ^^^ was glorions, mnch more that whicU 
remaineth is: glorioas^'' For if the ministration of 
condemnsetion be glory, much more doth the ^^ mi^ 
nifltraition' of righteousness exceed in glory^/* TM 
mirables wrought by our Lord and his Apostles had 
not indeed the attractive splendour of elemental 
change >^hich Moses was permitted to display be* 
fore the Eastern monarch ; yet was the glory of thi$ 
second- temple greater than that of the first, by thi^ 
personal presence of him who was foreshown in the^ 
first.^ The miracles accompanying each dispensa*^ 
tion had im affinity to their respective doctrines^ 
.Mdsei^had to controul the Israelites, and to inti^ 
miOate the Egyptians ; and his miracles at the court 
of Hiaraoh deal out calamity, that they may diffusa 
iniiolesome terror. Conciliation, meekness, com- 
passion, beneficence and love, were the character- 
istics of the Gospel of Christ ; and giving sight by 
a word to the blind, soundness to the diseased, food 
to the fasting multitude, and even, in some instances, 
life to the dead, were the miracles with which the 
Gospel was introduced to the world. These were 
the wondrous works that partook of that spirit 

■ 2 Cor. iii. 11. ^2 Cor. iii. 9. 
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which would ^^ have mercy, and not sacrifice^** which 
accorded with the character of Him who camie to 
proffer forgiveness to the penitent, and salvation to 
die sinner. With what joy, then, my brethren, 
should we receive the justification by Christian (aith, 
which has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
and given to us the liberty by which Christ has set 
men free from the bondage of the ceremonial law. 
With what holy transport should we rejoice at 
being permitted to share in the unspeakable riches 
of God*s grace, that has extended beyond the weak 
kod beggarly elements, and ^^ granted to the Gen* 
tiles, as well as to the Jews, repentance unto life*^.** 
Gentiles, dwellers at the end of the earth, on us also 
has the light of the Gospel shone : and let us entreat 
iot God*s assisting grace, that in the path which it 
has illumined we inay have strength to continue 
our course as children of the lights having no feU 
Ibwship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
showing forth the praises of him who hath called 
us, and glorifying our Father which is in heaven. 

» Matth. ix. 15. * Actexi. 18. 
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l^CoiUNffHtANs, Chap. V. ver» 7. ' - , ♦' ^^ 

i) • ' 'tt(^j^^^(j^r Passover U Siicrijtced for us.^^ 

.}. ,,., .,.\ ■ , • ■: ' . . ■- J'. -> hA 

T.HE; chapter pf Exodus which has been read ta J9fi 
in, this xi^Qrning's senrice^ contains thq institutioii 
and the detailed ceremonial of the Jewish PasBQv^ 
It y^fL§ th^ memorial of that most important of thu 
events r,cprd,d in the history of the WUt««, th^ 
deliyerance from. the rigours of Egyptian bondag^i 
u|ider,the special protection of Him^ who .thenc€r^ 
fprth gave them their existence and dieir nasvil 
ampng the nations. It was by the Lord's appoihf«i 
ment the beginning of months to them, the.poi% 
mencement of their year, the festival from whence 
all the other festivals of their religion had their datea 
assigned : it was an ordinance to be observed by 
them and by their sons for ever, and which if any. 
should fail to keep with all its due solemnities, thai 
soul was to be cut off from the Lo^^cts people. 

The festival which in the Christian church ia. 
acknowledged to hold the highest rank, by refe- 
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rence to which the dates of othets are arranged^ is 
that which we, my brethren, are on this day as- 
sembled with holy joy, to celebrate, — ^theresmrectibn 
of Christ Jesus from the dead. Our Lord had at- 
tached peculiar importance to this article, when he 
made it the sign by which the divinity of his mis- 
sion should be ascertained; and his disciples an- 
nounced him by this ^^ become the firstfrnits of them 
that slept*/' and declared Him, ^^ whowas madeof t^ 
seed of David, according to the flesh, to be the Son 
of God with power^." This day they considered the 
birth-day of Christ in his glorified state. FVomliifei 
exaltation at the right-hand of his Father th^y 
proved the value of his intercession, and frdm 'bill 
rising from the dead they dated the justificatioii ef 
those for whose offences he had been delivered; ' '- If, 
on this high festival, our Church has selected fbr il# 
morning service from the older Scriptures that pc^ 
tion which gives the origin of the Jewish Ptasotet'^ 
is it not evident that it considers these two festi^^^ate 
as bearing analogy to each other, and the Passdver 
as a type of that to which, through the whole wor- 
ship of the day, our attention is specially to be di« 
rected ? The Passover, then, my brethren, which we 
shall chiefly contemplate in this discourse, is titat 
which prefigures Christ our Passover sacrificed fb^ 
lis. And if from the Apostolic writings, tho96 
most certain and most instructive con»ments on l!he 

* 1 Cor. XV. ^0. ^ Rom. L 3, 4. 
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oldf^xSeriptures^. lira 4eaa?]i to give tp tbe; .^arlier^ to 
ih^ potriajtiQhal sacrifices ^aOy a like typical interpret 
tatioBi we then are iustructed in the imiformity of 
God's religious administration of ^the. worid; and 
through the whole ^f the record which unfolds the 
history of the . patar iarehs and of their descendants 
the children of the- Israelites^ all through the law 
and; the prophets^ one object alone presents itself to 
the contemplation of the Christian^-^^hrist^ ^^ the 
Lamb idaia from the foundation of the worUV (> . 
. : ^Hieici are indeed persons who^ not lookingr to the 
pure fountain of religious truth as the soured from 
whence to derive all opinions on subjects connected 
witibthcT Divinity^ ascribe the institution of sacrifices 
^together to human invention^ reasoning to Grod 
and to. the worshiping of him from the analogies 
«Bid the tisages of man. Sacrifices^ when eucfaaris 9 
tie^ they consider as gifts of gratitude^ fitted to ext 
press d^endence and to renew an amicable intem 
courpe^ which might have been broken by formev 
violations of dutiful submission: when expiatory^ 
they ^consider them as tnarking a coaitritioH for sin 
by a sort of fine imposed^ in thus giving away a part 
of mim'lil property to a reli^ous u&e, and ar ackno^v 
ledgement% by dij^ death of a victim substituted^ of 
Ae justice of the punishment of death deserved by 
their own guilt. But looking to the universality 
and to the antiquity of the pmctice^ we come to 

Rev. xiii. 6. 
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ages little advanced in refinement, to bordes of pecK 
pie who were barbarous ; and we are unwilling to teat 
the invention on any ideas of figurative compact or 
vicarious transfer of guilt which might present thewh 
selves to the mind in savage life among men lUiterste 
and isolated. When we trace the traditional history 
of each country to its remotest periods, we conie 
nearer to those times when the early Scriptures re- 
cord more frequent and more familiar intercoone 
with the Deity on earth, and^ as would appear ta ai, 
to more natural occasions of his aiding men*a iur 
experience by his counsel, and regulating their 
frailty by his commands. Not that Moses has in**- 
deed given us a distinct account of the fir^t insiiti^ 
tion of sacrifices, or stated any primary and especial 
command^ enjoining the mode of the ceremoniaL 
Moses does not affect to give a circumstantial nar^ 
rative of all that took place in the times which te 
describes ; and there was little necessity for him to 
detail the original of a rite which was at hist day 
fully established in universal practice, andof wliiofa) 
in many of its various sorts and subdivisions, his 
law presents the accurate definitions. But he does 
take especial notice of sacrifices made in the veny 
earliest ages^ and favourably accepted by that Being 
to whom they were offered, when the relation of the 
human species to their Creator subsisted in such 
degree of intimate connection as forbids us to think 
that such a measure as worshiping Him by sla3ring 

^ Vide Note WW. 
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one 4>f his creatur^s^ if it could be supposed thougl^t 
an at aU^ would have been put in execution without 
his permission^ or indeed without his command*? 
Aod when we find that the Lord had respect unto 
Abel and bis ofikring of the firstlings of the flocl^ 
aild of the fat thereof, above that of Cain, which h^. 
offered of the fruit of the ground, can we resist the 
conclu«ion> dtat goes beyond any idea of will-iwpr^ 
ship on tbe part of either of them, and determine^ 
that. the act of Abel was done more perfectly in ]^ 
spirit, of some antecedent command, and in expt^^ 
sion of some persuasion , under which he obtaii|«4 
i^^tness that he was righteous ? And this directs ui| 
to the fall of jnan as the most probable occasion foi 
the introduction of that which exemplified the put 
nishment of death, then brought into the world by 
sin, aiKl for holding out the prospective view of thit 
great . at€>nement by the blood of Christ, prefigured 
by the expiatory sacrifice of a victim slain. ThiA 
prospective view it is which was the faith of tha 
pUziarc^ ; and thus, by faith, as says the Apoj^ii| 
^ Abd '■ offered unto God a more excellent sacrifiee 
than GainK^ The time when God did actually aii-t 
noonee^to Adatn the punishment of his sin,^ and 
gave him )also in mercy the conaforting promise of 
that seed of the woman who should be victolioui 
over Satan by suffering, that time we may iconsidqt 
most naturally assignable for the institution of 8% 
cri&ce-; and the Lord's making coverings for pi)? 

• Vide Note XX. »» Heb. xi. 4, 
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Hieir lawandtKe author of their early hrtto^f : 
Ibeir ancestors must have believed the perfonrnmce 
of the miracles, and theyiirere eye-'vritnesses of them. 
In the Egyptians we have eye-witnesses of them 
also in an antagonist nation, who felt their inflie- 
tion, and to relieve themselves from the pressure seiit 
the Israelites out of their land. Could the nations- of 
Egyptians and of Jews concur in the belief of what 
had no reality, or have been deceived as to the per- 
'fbrfaiance Of works of a nature subjected to the tvi- 
dence of their senses, and said to have been wrought 
over the whole face of the land ? The rod of Aaron 
deposited in the temple was a standing record fdr 
many centuries of their authenticity : the appoint- 
ment of the Levites to do the service of the sane- 
tuary, in place of the first-bom of Israel whom the 
Lord had hallowed to himself when he slew the 
first-bom of the Egyptians, connects itself with the 
record of that important event. The powers of art 
were summoned to a competition, but the magi-, 
cians failed in the contest; and Moses, placed by his 
character and by the circumstances of the case be- 
yond any charge of deceiving or of being deceived, 
is established by the credentials of miraculous power 
the agent of Him who alone worketh wonders. It 
Would be presumptuous in creatures of our Weak, 
judgements to form conjectures on the suitableness 
Of occasion for the interference of the Divinity ; but 
It must be said, thai even to us it would appear mat- 
ter of surprise; if a commission so important as that 



|c^9fj;KaJ1^9iom q{ Mosiea to have been^.h^d, \^^^ un*^ 
fol^^.iu att.ordiuairy j»3imen . For it :sf^,tbe.-opQfl- 
}fxgfii^9> m^w a^^.in. God's TeUgiQtts^9dpmia^tr9.tu>n 
pfntbe, worlds the introductioii to a , diapepsatjon 
)frJtvicb,;iii^^. to restore the fallen ^ r£^:e of ipau tp,;!^ 
ffiyoyiX .pf their >C«ator, hy the fulfilling, pf th? p^p- 
If^e^ m^de to .the, patriarchs : it waa the cdliPg ^f 
9, peculiar, nation tp an est^bUshipent ^which wa? to 
HphqW . dxe., Jknpwledge of the onei invisihl^ .(^rj^ 
an^^^ty the corruptions of idolatry ; and to pre^^ry^ 
l^pse saqned records, and those successive prophp- 
.(^)i^, which MTisrie to mark out the. Messiah^^t J^ 
^pe^anc^e on earth. Who is not prepared tp..fi^d 
Ij^^reat .powers of. nature summoned to di^Jay 
^, glpriea . ot ;the new covenant, and the fire.a^ 
the t^mpe^t and the clouds and the thunders staA4* 
^^i9, array to. fulfil the words and to speak Jhe 
^oble£^ts. of theLord? < ,. 

^,,.AU through the. history of this ^traprdinary.p^p- 
ple^, bpt with more splendid manifestatiops at tlus 
the fir^t establishment of their independence, ia/t^.c 
hand of the l4ord visible : and never does his con- 
t|:pi)l^ng wisdom, mpre clearly reveal itself, than in 
fringing . JErpm, events that appear the mostadyerse, 
;:es]ilts,that ar^ . favourable ; and. in turning the 
^chem^s by which .hia counsels are opposed, into 
means for their ajccomplishment. The Egyptians 
^^ made the children of Israel to serve with rigour, 
and they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
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which would " have mercy, and not sacrifice*," which 
accorded with the character of Him who came to 
proffer forgiveness to the penitent, and salvation to 
the sinner. With what joy, then, my brethren, 
should we receive the justification by Christian faith, 
which has redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
and given to us the liberty by which Christ has set 
men free from the bondage of the ceremonial law. 
With what holy transport should we rejoice at 
being permitted to share in the unspeakable riches 
of God*s grace, that has extended beyond the weak 
kod beggarly elements, and ^^ granted to the Gen* 
tiles, as well as to the Jews, repentance unto lifeV 
Gentiles, dwellers at the end of the earth, on us also 
has tiie light of the Gospel shone : and let us entreat 
t^ God*s assisting grace, that in the path which it 
has illumined we inay have strength to continue 
our course as children of the lights having no fel- 
lowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
showing forth the praises of him who hath called 
us, and glorifying our Father which is in heaven. 

» Matth. ix. IS. k Actexi. 18. 
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epiiI4;D^ connive them to be utterly abolished bj 
^^. ^ew diapeasa^n^ would have, iqaposed on the 
QeQtili^ convert3 the. legal services before they would 
ad«^it them into the church of Christ. To subject 
tfi^, those ritual observances^ those costly sacrifices^ 
aad those^ fr^uent journeyings to the temple% pert 
sons whoni)|Grod had; by conferring on them the 
gifts, of the Uoly Ghost; already declared accepted 
of hiim^^wsis oertainly an: erroneous view of Grod*8 
systems ; and from this the decision of the Apor 
stoUe CoUege by St. James set them free. But thU 
Is a. circumscribed view of Christian freedomy-Hft 
freedpm which is not confined to any one <;onditio]| 
of men^ or any one period of history. The Ubertjr 
that is in Christ; is a release from the bondage of 
3in, from the corruption of nature, from the thraU 
4pm of the evil onC; from the penalty of death : and 
fpr these it establishes the righteousness of faith^ 
$he jreden^tion by Christ Jesus, the influence of 
divide grace, and the blessed hope of everlasting 
life- " Where the spirit of the Lord is, there i» 

b " 



< By the first man, Adam, '^ by one man sin entered 
into the world^! and death by sin: and so deatU 
passed u^on all men, for that all have sinned^.** Bui 
Gk)d; who isffriU of compassion, and ishoweA kind^ 
ness even to the unthankful and to the wicked^ gavb 
an early promise to man of a deliverer from thi 

•Vide Note YY. "^ 2 Cor. iii. 17. '' 

* Rom. V. 12. 
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rence to which the dates of others are arranged^ is 
that which we^ my brethren, are on this day as- 
sembled with holy joy, to celebrate, — theresurrectibn 
of Christ Jesus from the dead. Our Lord had at- 
tached peculiar importance to this article, when he 
made it the sign by which the divinity of his mis- 
sion should be ascertained; and his disciples an- 
nounced him by this ^^ become the firstfmits of them 
that slept*/' and declared Him, ^^ whowas madeof tlire 
seed of David, according to the flesh, to be the Son 
of God with power V This day they considered the 
birth-day of Christ in his glorified state. From hil^ 
« exaltation at the right-hand of his Father th^y 
proved the value of his intercession, and frOm-hii 
rising from the dead they dated the justification of 
those for whose oflcnces he had been delivered; If^ 
on this high festival, our Church has selected for ife 
morning service from the older Scriptures that por- 
tion which gives the origin of the Jewish Ptasovef^ 
is it not evident that it considers these two festft^Is 
as bearing analogy to each other, and the Passovw 
as a type of that to which^ through the whole wor-- 
ship of the day, our attention is specially to be di« 
rected } The Passover, then, my brethren, which we 
shall chiefly contemplate in this discourse, is that 
which prefigures Christ our Passover sacrificed f(y^ 
us. And if from the Apostolic writings, tho96 
most certain and most instructive comments on tlie 

* 1 Cor. XV. M. ^ Rom. i. S, 4. 
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l)ld^ vSeriptures^- me leaarn to give tp ^tbe: jearlier^ to 
liie patriaii<phal sacrifices ^aOy a like typical iBterpre^- 
frtion, we tkm are iMtructed in the muformity of 
QotTs ' religious administration of the. worid; and 
through the whole of the record which unfolds the 
Ustory of the patariarehs and of their descendants 
the children of thelsraelites^ all through the law 
and the prophets^ one object alone presents itself to 
ifae contejuplatioa of the Christian^-^^hrist^ ^^ tbe 
JUunb idaia from the foundation of the worUf •'* i > , 
Ky, ^TheiK are indeed persons who^ not lookingr to the 
pure fountain of religious truth as the source from 
whence tO/di^rive all opinions on subjects connected 
Ipith the: Divinity^ ascribe the institution of sacrifices 
^ogeflher to human invention^ reasoning to God 
WfiA tOvthe worshiping of him from the analogies 
ip43^crusages of man. Sacrifices^ when eucfaarisi- 
tie> they consider as gifts of gratitude^ fitted to ex-^ 
press dependence and to renew an amicable intejo^ 
i^^urse^ which might have been broken by formev 
^lations of dutiful submission: when expiatory^ 
they ^consider them as tnarking a coaitrition for sin 
hy a sort of fine imposed, in thus giving away n part 
9f ^man''^ prope^ to a reli^ous use, and as ackno^^ 
Ipdg^cuientSj^ by dij^ death of a victim substitutec^ of 
Idpie justice of the punishment of death desenred by 
tib^ own guilt. But looking to the universality 
a^ tp the antiquity of the practice, we come to 

Rev. xiii. 6. 
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ages little advanced in refinement^ to hordes of pecK 
pie who were barbarous ; and we are im^iUing to teaib 
the invention on any ideas of figurative compact or 
vicarious transfer of guilt which might present theml^ 
selves to the mind in savage life among men illiteimtt 
and isolated. When we trace the traditional history 
of each country to its remotest periods, we come 
nearer to those times when the early Scriptures re^i* 
cord more frequent and more familiar intercoiarie 
with the Deity on earthy and^ as would appear to ui, 
to more natural occasions of his aiding men*a iio- 
experience by his counsel, and regulating their 
frailty by his commands. Not that Moses has in^ 
deed given us a distinct account of the first inslitoi 
tion of sacrifices, or stated any primary and especial 
command^ enjoining the mode of the ceremonial 
Moses does not afiect to give a circumstantial nai^ 
rative of all that took place in the times which "bi 
describes ; and there was little necessity for him to 
detail the original of a rite which was at his daf 
folly established in universal practice, and of wliicfa| 
in many of its various sorts and subdivisions^ hh 
law presents the accurate definitions. But he do6* 
take especial notice of sacrifices made in the verj 
earliest ages, and favourably accepted by that Being 
to whom they were offered, when the relation of tbit 
human species to their Creator subsisted in such 
degree of intimate connection as forbids us to think 
that such a measure as worshiping Him by slaying 

^ Vide Note WW. 
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one c^ his creatures^ if it could be supposed thought 
flu at aU^ would have been put in execution without 
his permission^ or indeed without his command*. 
Ai^ when we find that the Lord had respect unto 
Abel and bis offering of the firstlings of the flock 
i(^d of the fat thereof, above that of Cain, which he 
offered of the fruit of the ground, can we resist the 
canclu«ion> dtat goes beyond any idea of will-wor-- 
ship on ;tbe part of either of them, and determines 
);bat.thje actof Abel was done more perfectly in ^^ 
qpkit. of some antecedent command, and in expi^Sr 
mn of some persuasion , under which he obtaii|«!d 
iKtitness that he was righteous ? And this directs v^ 
t» the fall of jman as the most probable occasion for 
the introduction of that which exemplified the pu- 
nishment of death, then brought into the world hy 
jrm^ aiKl for holding out the prospective view of the 
l^at . atonement by the blood of Christ, prefigured 
hy the expiatory sacrifice of a victim slain. This 
prospective view it is which was the faith of the 
pidawdbs ; and thus, by faith, as says the Apostle^ 
$^ Abd ' offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice 
than CainK^ The time when God did actually an-^ 
nomieeto Adatn the punishment of his sin,^ and 
gave him also in mercy the conaforting promise of 
that seed of the woman who should be vietolious 
over Satan by suffering, that time we may consid^ 
jnost naturally assignable for the institution of sa^ 
crifice; and the Lord's making coverings for our 

• Vide Note XX. »» Heb. xi. 4, 
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tfieir laWfendtKe author of their early hrttory: 
their ancestors must have believed the perforimmce 
bf the miracles, and they vere eye-'witnesses of them. 
In the Egyptians we have eye-witnesseij of them 
kiso in an antagonist nation, who felt their inflic- 
tion, and to relieve themselves from the pressure seiit 
the Israelites out of their land. Could the nations of 
Egyptians and of Jews concur in the belief of what 
had no reality, or have been deceived as to the per- 
HEbrfaiance bf works of a nature subjected to the ^- 
dence of their senses, and said to have been wrought 
over the whole face of the land ? The rod bf Aaron 
deposited in the temple was a standing record for 
many centuries of their authenticity : the appoint- 
ment of the Levites to do the service of the sanc- 
tuary, in place of the first-bom of Israel whom the 
Lord had hallowed to himself when he slew the 
first-born of the Egyptians, connects itself with the 
record of that important event. The powers of art 
¥ere summoned to a competition, but the magi-, 
cians failed in the contest; and Moses, placed by his 
character and by the circumstances of the case be- 
yond any charge of deceiving or of being deceived, 
is established by the credentials of miraculous power 
the agent of Him who alone worketh wonders. It 
Would be presumptuous in creatures of our Weak, 
judgements to form conjectures on the suitableness 
of occasion for the interference of the Divinity ; but 
It must be said, that even to us it would appear mat- 
ter of surprise, if a commission so important as that 



f^(^^^;^i;iji^9iQn qf Masea to have bpen^vhmi, jkep, un- 
foi^e^iu ftn ordiflary maimer* For it :^AS^^Jie-opQfl- 
^^^,9. i^w a^ra, in. God's. religiQUs.i^idwn|i8.t^ 
Qf{t^e, wQrld^, the introduction to a , diapepsal^jipii 
)^.];UQb,i^as. to restore tlie fallen, race of man tp,:^ 
fp.y;oiw of t^eij!,C;reatQr, by the fulfilling, of th? pjp- 
fpf^e^ m^de to .the, patriarchs : it waa the csdlipg. qf 
Sj^peqtlliar, nation to an establishment .which. wa^ tp 
Hp^hqW. the, knowledge of the on^ inyisiW^ .(?i9^ 
an^id^t^ the corruptions of idolatry ; and to pre^qryp 
lihpse sacked TCQords^ iand those successive prophp- 
.(^^, which Wfirpto. mark out the. Messiah at .hjU 
^pe^rance. on earth. Who is not prep^jred tp,£x^ 
tl^^ .gr<eat ,powexs of nature summoned to display 
^he. glories , of :the new covenant, and the fireaflid 
^h^ t^mpe^t apd the clouds and the thunders staiji^* 
\^^in.array to fulfil the words and to speak ^the 
i^oble£^ts of theLord? r , ,v 

. , .All through the. history of this extraprdixiary.pe^ 
ple^ byt with more splendid manifestajtiops at tl^s 
the firs,t establishment of their independence, is t^e 

hand of the Ijord visible : and never does his con- 

■ ' ■ - » ■' • • •■ • •' 

tronl^ng wisdpm. more clearly reveal itself, than jn 
\)ringingJrp]^. events that appear the most.adYer«e, 
r^sjilts that are favourable; and in turning the 
jichemes by which. his counsels are opposed, into 
means for their accomplishm^it. The Egyptians 
" made the children of Israel to serve with rigour, 
and they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
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aifchs^had their promises; the Hebrews had their 
pKophecies^ . their temple, their ordinances, tbeir 
High Priest; — both had their sacrifices. These «a« 
orifices were but a '^ shadow, while the body is of 
Christ^ f' what had been promised, what had been: 
foretold to them, of earlier days, has been givoi to 
you through Christ Jesusy-redemption from die 
p6wer of sin, release from its punishment, paidon 
for the. penitent, everlasting life for the fisidilul. 
Their holy places made with hands were but figures 
of; that greater and more perfect tabemade into 
which Christ hath entered, thence to appear in the 
presence of God for us. The High Priest ^^ taken 
from amongst men" was '' compassed with infir- 
mity^r — *^ he needed daily to offer up sacrifice^ 
first for his own sins, and then for the people's^ :*^ 
hut our High Priest ^' is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
si^ttirate from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens'^ T who sitteth at the right hand of QoA, 
i^eceiting homage from the angels, and judging the 
sons of men. The glory of the great lawgiver of 
the Jews fades away before Him ; for ^^ Moses war 
faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimontp^ 
of those things that were to be spoken after ; but 
Christ was as a Son over his own house^ ;" the heir 
of all things, the brightness of God's glory, uphold^i- 
ing all things by the word of his power. The '^ of-- 
fmngs of the law made year by year continually?- 

• Col. ii.jr. »• Heb. V. i.«. 

' Vide Hcb. ▼u..27^ * Heb. vii. 26. * Heb. iii. 5, 6. 
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show by that yery ciroainstance^ that they *^^ . couU 
not. make «the comers thereunto perfect:*' bat 
^en God declared that in sacrificeiB and bumtof^ 
ferings, and oflFerings for sin, he took no pleasure; 
^ then, said he (the Saviour of the world), Lo,l 
come to do thy will, O God*.** His was the cove^ 
nant of the spirit which maketh alive, and '^ a sceptm^ 
of righteousness was the sceptre of his kingdom^.'*'! 
Hiear then the practical inference, my brethrett^' 
in the strong language of the Epistle^ from whidb 
so much on this subject is to be drawn, f ^^ If tbe 
word spoken by angels was stead&st, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a jast^re^ 
compense of reward ; how shall we escape if VfJt 
neglect so great salvation*^?"* ^ He that despised 
Moses* law died without mercy under two or threiii 
witiifsses: of how much sorer punishment, suppone* 
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath tToddftt" 
underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted thei 
bk)odof the covenant, wherewith he was sanctifiei^^ 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto tfafeF 
Spnrit of grace*?'' The Corinthians were: domi 
inanded by the Apostle to put away " the' old 
leaten," the impurity for which their city had 
been infamous, and the leaven of Pharisaic dis«- 
simulation and deceitful subtilty, and to keep the^ 
f^ast with " sincerity'' of virtuous practice, and in' 
tfie^^^ truth" of Christian doctrine. Will you foUow^^ 

* YidevHeb. be. 1, &c. o Ps. xlv. 6. 

' El^sOe to the Hebrews. * Hc^ ii. 2, 3. * Heb. :it.' 98; M. 
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die example of their irice^ my brethren ; or will you 
follow the precepts of the inspired Apostle } What 
^ras to await the Israelite^ who^ on the night of 
the Passover instituted by their deliverer^ should 
have neglected to sprinkle the door-posts with the 
blood of the lamb ? And will the Lordi in the hour 
of destruction, pass over him who calls himself a 
Christian, and yet neglects to sprinkle his heart 
from an evil conscience ? When he calls out by the 
voice of his prophet to those who had been hia fa^ 
soured people, ^ Bring no more vain oblations, in* 
eense is an abomination to meV' — ^was there any 
^ange in the mind of the Most High ? No : the 
Lord would not have his courts trodden by ^^ a sin* 
Col nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evil doers, children that are corrupters^/' The same 
diat be was then, the same will he be now ; and the 
Mme for ever will he he to such as rebel against his 
commandment, and reject his labours for their 
aancttfication. Rather, my beloved brethren, " let 
mM draw near wilh a true heart, in foil assurance of 
faith*^;" ^^ provoking one another to love and to good 
works^: still keeping in mind that ^^ Christ was once 
4^ered to bear the sins of many ; and to them that 
look for him shall he appear the second time with-^ 
eut sin unto salvation^" That we be not found 
among them that ^^ draw back unto perdition, but of 
liiem daat believe to the saving of the souU." Th^t 

» Is. 1. IS. " Is. i. 4. ' Heb. x. 2«. 

** Heb. X. 24. '' Heb. ix. 28. ' Heb. x. 59. 
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we may so look to him, so love his appearing^ that 
we may at the last receive the crown of righteous* 
ness from the Lord the righteous Judge, — may God 
of his infinite mercy grant, for the merits of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ the Lord, Amen, 
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(First Sunday after Easter.) 
ON THE REBELLION OF KORAH. 
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Psalm cvi. 16, 17. 

■• '■ . . . ••• "'^■» 

'* 7A^y envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the 

ikrd. The earth opened and swallowed up Daihan^and covi^^ 

the ccmpany of Abiram** • '>. 



HE Law and the Prophets is the general designa- 
tion given to the Old Testament in the New. The 
law written by the finger of God, for the instruc- 
tion and res^ila'tion of his chosen people : the law 
in its moral, ceremonial, and judicial systems^ 'i| 
comprised in the iPentateuch or five books of Mo- 
ses. But with the law is contained, in these books, 
the providential history of man, from the creadqp 
of the world to the entrance of the children of 
Israel into the promised land. The first book of 
Moses, as has been observed to you, records me 
patriar(!hal history : the second, the departure oiit 
of Egypt; and the following books, a detailQS 
account of those most extraordinary transactions 
which took place during the journey through the 
wilderness. One of these, the rebellion of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, against Moses and Aaron, 



Mmn.'Xn.j of korah^ 

the persons specially appointed under God*s autho- 
rity to be the rulers over his people, and placed in 
command over the services of his sanctuary, — forms 
the subject of the first lesson for this day. And 
perhaps there is no one chapter more perfectly 
illustrative of the ungrateful and querulous spirit 
by which, through the whole of that journey, the 
children of Israel were actuated, than this; and 
there ii certainly none which records a more signal 
instance of an awful visitation, to inflict an exem- 
plary punishment on that ungrateful and querulous 
spirit, displaying itself, as it did in this instance, 
in a formidable rebellion. 

, " The Lord brought forth the children of Israel 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an out- 
stretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with 
signs, and with wonders'." And the whole of their 
forty years of journeying through the wilderness, 
'was one continued series of miraculous support and 
providential deliverance. " The Lord went before 
them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 
way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them 
light ; to go by day and night^." ^^ He clave the 
rocks in the wilderness, and gave them 4i*ink as 
piit of the great depths*^.'* " He satisfied them with 
the bread of heaven^." ^^ He spread a cloud for a 
covering®.'* "Forty years did he sustain them 
in the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing : 

', • Deut. xxwu 8. *• £xod. xiii. 21. * Ps. Ixxviii. 15. 
•» Ps. cv. 40. • Ps. cv. 39. 
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rtbeir olotbes waxed not old. and their feet swelled 
not*.'' Those who overlook the corruption of hu 
man nature^ and exalt too highly the power of rea- 
son> in controuling passion and regulating the affec- 
tions> express a surprise when they read such a con- 
tinuance of divine assistances on the one hand ; and 
»o many special instances recorded, of discontent^ 
ingratitude, and rebellion, on the other. Fov.when 
they find a nation taken under the ^peculiar jprotec- 
lion of God's providence, they form to theoiselves 
the notion of some singular merit in that natioii^ 
to attract and to engage the divine favour ; and is 
the end they quarrel with^ and reject the narrative^ 
which, in accordance with the truths shows it to 
have been unthsuikful for the miraculous meroiies 
bestowed^ and utterly undeserving the miracvdoms 
^liverances vouchsafed it. This is the i(Ue pve- 
vumption of those who would judge of the w^ys of 
God by those of man ; who would read as much of 
the Scripture as can supply the objection, butp^y 
Ho attention to that portion which would remove it. 
Not on the conjectures of man's devising, but in 
the declarations of God's inspiring, are we to loftJk 
for the motives which influence the divine will : and 
too where in Scripture is it said, that God took tiif 
nation of the Israelites into his favour, beci^iMW 
they were deserving of it. Unprofitable Jierv;^^ 
as idl the sons of men are, — ^who deserves anythipg 
at. ^s hands but pimishmauil; ? Mo^e^, tk^hfi^^fir 



^^' Me llci^-git«r of tlie J^s; the faistomb kitptved 

f{r^]^(!l^() tdr tite Lord, ^V6Jl 

i^>ei^ktiatkm 6f them widely different, 
"^fd iJte ^arly diapters of the book of DeutBro* 
tfdihy, UiJrare of the delusions of that vanity wfateh 
"ffifeir pydsjjerity was so likely to engender in their 
i;i^t^^ htotts, he particularly guards the Israelii^ 
^^fiist hnputtng their success to their own povfef^ 
(Gfr^dikfantn^ the favo«ir of the Lord as the reward 
dii^^ttt tSieir righteousness. ^^ Beware/' he say», 
^y^st^^wlien Aour hast eaten and art fidl, and^hut 
Ibrmlt goodly houses, and dwelt therein ; mtd when 1^ 
herds' and thy flodks multiply, and thy mlvei' and 
gbtd is niult^))ied, and all that thou kast is nasdti*' 
l^tt ^'^thenthiiie heart be lifted 1^ and thou foi^ 
tfe^^ Lord thy God, whidb 1«rought thee forth out ^ 
lire land of Egyp!^ from the house of bondage ; «nd 
tii<M i^ay in tfaine^heart. My power, and die nnghtof 
niin^ hand, hath gotten me this wealth. But tiioa 
ihalt remen^r tiie Lord diy God : for it is he ^at 
gtvi^h iiiee line power to get wealdi^ that he' may 
lestai^i^'hin coTenant, which he sware unto thy 
Itttheiic, us it is this «kyV* And agtdn be aayo^ 
"^Spedt notihocr^in thine hearty after that the liOtd 
lisdih^tKS«rt t]ftittli» nalAOBs from 4beftMpe thee ; ^aayiiigt, 
¥Vyf^ my rightfemitiiess 1^^ Loid hath bron^t ant 
Ht-ifb ^bsMsrs this land. Not (for 4^ r^hteonsnetfa, 
b^^ fbe uprightness vof tibSnehoaity dwt^ou*go«a 
|3JDil5€i8$r1iieirla»d; bnt^eur thewidkedn^^i^of theM 

• Dent. Vni, n, IS, &c. 
a 2 
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tifaatibns thi^ Lord thy God'doth drive them e«t b^ 

e<bre thee, and that he may perform the word which 

die Lord aware unto thy fadiers, Abraham, Isaac, 

pmd Jacob. Understand, therefore, that the Lord 

t^veth thee not this good land to possess it for thy 

/righteousness ; for thou art a stifF-necked peopleV 

'Not selected then to be the Lbrd*8 people beeiattse 

iiiey were righteous ; — are we to deem it incredible 

that they showed themselves otherwise ? They were 

^skiaiers; but the Lord was just : just, to perform the 

^oovenant which he had made with his faithfhl pa- 

^archs ; just, to visit their iniquities on the dwellers 

iti a defiled land; — ^he made the children of Ifirael 

<h6 ministers of his judgements. Anid on them again 

Jiras his just measure of judicial chastisement dealt 

^mt, when they turned away from the Lord. He 

leoased to go out with their armies, and then were 

^ey smitten of their enemies : when they rebelled 

^igaiost the commandment of the Lord, and miir- 

tnured against the authority of the leaders whom 

he had set over them, the pestilence and the sword 

'and the destroying angel were sent among theni. 

Of that generation which had seen the miracles of 

^he Lord in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet 

tempted and provoked the Lord, and hearkened not 

unto his voice ; of that whole generation, but two 

individuals were permitted to see the land which he 

4i|k1' sworn unto their fathers: but on all, from 

twenty: years old and upwards, the sentence was 

Dent. ix. 4, ^o. * 



^ron^^niOed^ diat- ^^ ia^tbfirwUdeilguisa they .Bhoaid 
i)>0 iCM>n4ume4: g^ ;there should, tj^qy die^'* The 
JMstipe of the liordr was equal towards the Canaaa*- 
iitesj nybo. polluted the laqd fafy their idols set i]^ 
^j^ia^ hij^ worship^ and towards the • Israelites 
who. rebelled against his dispensations^ .^ It was 
)^ft\m* settlement o£ the second generation in the 
pjKuaised land^ that the covenant whidi God had 
S:Worn torthe patriarchs had its astablishiuent. :. (t 
.,i : Aittong the- numerous instances of ^rebeUmts 
discontent which are recorded of the Israetites 
during their march through the wilderness, none 
ae«ms to have been more formidable^ aQd none to 
.fa^ve had lesa of occasional incitement or colourable 
pretext, - than . that which was headed by. Koraii, 
jpfeithan, md Abiram. The opinion which the Jews 
. ^entertained pf its importance and its criminaUty, 
appears from a particular circumstance, said to have 
at a subsequent period occurred; where tibe^diuigh- 
ters of a certain individual, seeking the inheritanoe 
aftec his decease, are represented as setting forth, ^ih 
praise of their father and in aid of their claims, that 
he had not been in ^^ the company of them that ga- 
thered, themselves together against the Lord ki the 
company of Kpralt^/' The historian, in the fifst 
lessoi]^ of -this.day, has given a full detail of its ori- 
gin, its progress, and its punishment. In the Ghris-^ 
tian Scriptures it is specially noted, as an example 
of unreasonable and sinful murmiiring against co«.- 

* Numb. xiv. 35. * Numb, xxvii, 3. 



20iSt ON TH«,R«fl«WaON [SEAJ^.^JfUi,. 

stitutediaiithMil^y.i ' »:»gn to mark tb^ goi^ ^a|i44b<p 

and speak evil of dignities V! ii¥>ckei» who W^k- 
alter, their own iingodly luats^ and iwre ^^ ^poU in 
the feasts of charity ; trees whoae^ fmit with^r^^ ^ ; 
douds without water^ carried. about of win^fici 
When the Jews murmured for want of fo^-Hi^ 
of water, culpable as they were in. not itiyoKiMr 
ing themselves with implicit confidence oi^^ttie 
protection of Htm, of whose powerful favour t^y. 
had before had such ample proof;, still -a AuddiW: 
complaint on such an occasion wsui not unnal^ucaU 
When they saw the horses and chariota of PhartAht, 
pnrauing them» and the Red S<)a in their front opr/ 
posing their escape, their murmurs might have h«i: 
something like foundation in the dis^ppoiatm^t 
which they! met of the ei^p^tatipn they had formed^ 
that removed from Egj^ they were removed frooir. 
alLdanger> and were at once to enter on the kLn4 
promised to their fathers* The exaggerated acc^ui^i^ ; 
given of the warriors said to inhabit the.landt .apt^ 
oording to the report of those who w^Q sent: tQ., 
make inquiry, might furnish, though not. a, jjH^Urr) 
fiable cause, yet a Qiuse not wholly unreasonahl^j. > 
for temporary alarm and murmuring* But thf^.^n: 
b^on of Korah had no want to urge, no , dangiw - 
to incite, no special occasion tp call it /ortb ;. wUyjtfi . 
it was ostensibly a rebellion against the Qivilgj^. 
vttmor of the people,, and, against the chief 4iimist((!lELv 



0l^Hien^reiig{oa9 oSimb, it i«<a»^ in: P^ii^'^^t^b^ 
liMf^igiaiBfltt ih^ imthoiity^hii^ plaoed MosM) 
and Aaraa in tlkir digiiified (sitoationt { and it-vM- 
led imhy peri^ona who belonged themselvea to<^ii^: 
priiildgied order, appointed under the saioe dmw$ 
authority. The sons of Levi, under Korah, vms^^ 
thus guilty of ingratitude luifting itself wi&^aohiaiii^ 
and wf& sedition* i . >: v ., 

^aron had been the appointed priest ofr^^Loi^^/ 
before the sons of Levi had been ordainad'4k> auj* j 
ministration ; and the ministration to which tliay.^ 
were ordained, is distinctly pronounced to;ihavr.> 
been under him^ as priest \ ^' The^ Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying. Bring the tribe of Levi near,i>a]idi[ 
present them before Aaron the prieat, tiiat .tdiejri 
may' minister imto himV Tho ceremoniid* lif^ 
ndiich they were iBvested was the o&ripg of ^an^ 
atonement for them by Aaron, in the presence o(^ 
the whole congregation, to cleanse thetn b^vi^ 
they entered on the service of the sanctuary. . Th^l 
appointment of the Levites thus recognised t^e;] 
priority of Aaron's appointment, as well as the^iv^ 
pmoQ dignity of his priesthood; and. in the d^uly 
performance of their services they could not hav)e^ 
forgotten the rightful authority of him to whom 
they had i^ecially been given, and under whom, 
they acted. In the divine vengeance with which 
two even of the sons of Aaron had been viaited: 
vi4ien they " offered strange fire, befoi^ the Lor^ ' 

* Vide Note [Aj. ' Numb. Hi. 5, 6, 
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«aiidihe'tsooainciiided>tfatm not V they ibadisieeni^ilttt 
Mie^preoisejcondiiuoos iatnd vestriolioBs of appointed 
^eirice were not to be> ^violated Mritk impunttrf vt i>Yi^ 
9lh& high jhonotur wbich- had beeo confisired tmiAievi, 
-ierved but to raise up in the ^ungraitefid' and wbtsi- 
'lioiiis spirit of Korah and his brethren a pncmd fore- 
.•umptioB of their sufficiency for ofiicesT of ^gber 
.idignity ; and the judgements of the Lord wero^ diivm**' 
i looked by their envy and malevolence tovrarda^iihose 
c Iff IxD filled these offices. ^^ Seemeth it/' said MMies 
ti^'hia expostulation with the sons of Levi, ^'Sei^m- 
^tUx it a small thing, that the God of Israel hal^ se- 
parated yon from the congregation of Israel, -to 
ibvin^ you near to himself, to do the service o£ the 
' tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the con- 
vgregation to minister unto them? Andhe hath brought 
«thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons^ <f>f 
-iievi wiA thee : and seek ye die {Mriesthood also.^^" 
mo But the priesthood singly was not an adequate 
xiobject for the discontent of a multitude : when ae- 
iditioB seta up its banners, each who caa contribute 
i«r grievance swells the clamour of faction, and -all 
"^{unite to form a confederation against- constituled 
^'authority. Korah, of the tribe of Levi, and iniclDse 
^ crelationship to Aaron, might have ;tbought it enough 
'io have directed an attack against Aaron'a ipiieat- 
tliood : but Dathan and Abiram, sons of Reubeiii an 
-felder branch from Jacob than' that of Levi, might 
^fook'With an ambitious eye to the administratiouiiof 

*• Lev* xw Iw ' '' Numbi xvi, 9, 10. 



l^ailM'COi]^ega;lk>ii^'!neii of retiowin^- two hnndried 

^IdlSid fiftf iprinces o£ tiie assembly V* .And/to. incile 

. «tiQxner(ms following with consummate subtility ^aie 

lli^ir topics ~ of complaint selected, and . with ' ait-^ 

Ad ^address ^put' forward t ^ They gathered dieiii- 

taeliif^ togetbear against Mosesj^ and; against Aaron, 

Bttd) satd^Amto them,. Ye take too nmc^ . uponi' lyon, 

'seeing all -the congregation are holj> ^every eoieoif 

^tbetn, and the Lord is among them^.": Andagain^ 

'when they refuse to come up at the call ^ of Mjdscs^ 

they say^ ^^ Is it a small thing that thou hast hrought 

us. tip cnt of a land that floweth with milk iandiho- 

*>neyv to kill as in the wilderness? Wih thou put oat 

the eyes ' of these men? we will not comeupP/' 

^ See >by this instance, my brethren, how sedition,. i^y 

^ its sophistical glosses, can colour orer the. weakness 

"and the wickedness of its cause ; and how maleirdr 

lence, by garbled quotations, can falsify theifiiir 

meianing of Scripture. There is no specifiaacty you 

'*mei • stated to support the indefinite charge against 

iiMbses and Aaron, of ^^ taking too much upon 

bthem t'' 'but it was withm the obvious understanding 

of the people, 'that they were not yet brought into 

'^^ithe landl flowing with milk and honey;? audit 

%a8 flattering to the congregation to be told that 

n$F they were holy every . one of . thenv and ^tfaat 

^thelimdwas among them/*: The Lord had in^ 

^ deed said, that the* Israelites should be to him ^^ a 

-* Numb. xvi. 2. *>'Numb. xvi. 3. ' Numb^ xvi. 13> U. 



2S4 ON TUB REB£Ut'ION [$fillM. XH.^ 

kingd6iii ef priesto, a holy natiaa ^ : ** tmt t\m ^paiy ' 
to be on the dBclared- ccmdition that ^ they shouUl 
obey his voice, and keep h]« covenant ^.^ The-lij^rd . 
had said^ that ^^ he vronld dweU among the ehildreB 
of Israel, and wonM be their Grod :*' but the w6rd»' 
immediately preceding these, declare ^thiKt ^^^ htt 
would sanctify both Aaron and his sons, to ininfi9fe]r^' 
unto \am in the priest's office^/' The followmii^of 
Kofah quote as much of these Scriptures as^stiitir^ 
their purpose ; while with muoh dexterity they aufiM'^ 
pmas all that is unfavourable to their viewb^ : i^mA ' 
thus they assert the holiness before the Lord^ t^*% ' 
people who were disobedient to his voice ; and thrf - 
announce that the Lord is among those who werie*' 
setting themselves up against the men whom 'Itie'' 
had chosen to come nigh unto him ; against Aoroil' - 
and his sons, the ministers of hi$ apiM>intsienti^> 
IQidr chaise against Moses is an imputation' ^-< 
motives which his life disclaimed^ and is in reality'^ 
an attack on the divine dispensations, -in -the 
bringing about of which he was but the instramenti- ' 
Whatever Egypt might have been to their ta^k^'. 
masters, the Israelites had not found it a land-' 
flowing with milk and honey ; nor was the time oP 
their being brought into the promised land a maUer 
to be regulated by the counsels of Moses, or effected 
by the strength of his arm. ^^ Very meek, above all ^ 
the men which were upon the face of the earths 

• Exod. xix. 6. «• Vidkf Exod. %isr: 5r 

« Vide Exod. xxh* 45, H. *» Numb. xii. 3. 
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t^f^U;!. (XJU«J QK.hOHAHp 33S' 

pCM^pk pbicedundc^ hi^ authgirity ? Thc) I^rd voul4. 

a 4irtt4 or tyvaianical abui^ of liis pow^r ; nor at tb^' 
ag« of ^hty year* was ambition in Mo9Qs Uk^ly? 
tq b^Q^liieeo a j^edwraant pafiftip^. Whefl^ at ijo^ 
sptici^Qn of t^eir feara^ b^ bad come betweoi tb^;^: 
IsD^ti^ a^d tbe Lord> to reci^ivQ at bi^ moutb ihQ> 
la!j^s:<did bsBuput put tbe eyed of th^ people in cp^n 
v^yj^git^tQ them? Wbe» be bi^i beftougbt 4v* 
Lord not to let bis. wratb wax hot, but to fprgiv^ tb^ 
siii^i: of .tbose who set up tha golden calf^^ to pi|er 
uiM|;Pvit idolatrous aenrice^; or when, on a ^ubrr 
sequent: Occasion^ be prayed to tbe Lo^-d tp queni^b: 
thf^j&re of the Lord that burned against those tb^: 
diiplea«edbim by their complaiBtsS--were tbes^aot^ 
i^djioajbiTe of a wish to kiU ihem in tbe wilderness } 
Np.x the charges of Korah and his company were 
but the intemperate clamours of turbulent disaflfecr 
tipn« '. Moses disavows^ in the presence of the cpn- 
greg^lion> any single act done on his part of injns-* 
tiqe or aggression against them; and ^^ What is 
Aaroiv" said he, ^' that ye murmur against hinji'* ?" 
^' Your murmurings^'' be intinmtes, as on a fprn^r 
occasion he had said, ^' are not against us, but 
agfunst the Lord*." ^^ The powers that be," saith 

• Vide Note [B]. * Vide Exod. xxxii. 

• Vide Numb. xi. and Note [C]. 

•* Numb. xvi. U. * Exod, xvi* S. 
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St^ Paul^ <^ are ordained of God^." The powejf$ 
against whom Korah and his company of gainr 
«ayers rebelled were, not merely by rational de4uc* 
tion and constructive claim but by positive imd 
well known appointment, ordained of Him ; and tfa^e- 
murmurs against them were the voice of malignant 
impatience and envious intemperance, that fxpakid^ 
the licentiousness of those who never suhpitteid 
" for conscience' sake^." Wrath became nece/isaiy 
to compel their submission ; and the history, lo^jkes 
known to us in what unheardH)f form, and to what 
fearful extent, it was administered. 

In a contest which party were to be receive4 m 
the accredited ministers of the Lord, whether Mqbjbb 
and Aaron on the one partj or Korah and hisco^ 
pany on the other, an appeal to the Lord himseU^ 
proposed by Moses, and not refused by them, jofi^ 
to decide. And on the morrow, as we learn, eacb 
party stood before the tabernacle, bearings their 
censers with incense in them, that the Lord aii^ht 
signify his choice whom he would have to come 
nigh unto him, and whose offering he would respect. 
^ And the ground clave asunder that was under the 
men/* who arrayed themselves against; Mos^ and 
against the Lord ; ^^ and the earth openedher mouth, 
and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all 
the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their 
goods. They, and all that appertained to th^m, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth clos^sd: upon 

' ' ' Rom. xHii'l/ * Rom> xiii. 5. 
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tKd^ :i aitcl the^rp^risihed from amdng the amgte^- 

-" *Tlris vms iiot-VL casual flash of lightning fronfi 
tt6 firmament; it was the fire set to their mihaU 
towed incense, which announced in Tengeance God*8 
•abhbrrciice of liieir abomination. This was not an 
ttc^ddeiltsll concussion and opening of the earthy to 
•Tbfr Uteeed to 'natural causes, and accounted for o!a 
ieifthtific principles ; it was the wrath of Heriveii 
i)Wrt]^ht - down by these sinners against their owA 
touts, that ended with their condign punishmentr. 
It was the awfiil destruction denounced before by 
Motifs ' against the men who had provoked' ttie 
i^irA ; for on the accomplishment of his predictio'i^, 
•oh-the perfbnriance of this identical' miracle, Mosdi 
'ted retrted the proof of his divine commission. ^* If 
tt^se men die,** said he, ^ the common death of a!B 
feen, or if thfey be visited after the visitation of all 
Wteh ; then the Lord hath not sent me : but if tWk 
Irord make a new thing, and the earth open heb 
MOuth and swallow them up, with all that apper- 
tain! unto them, and they go down quick into thfe 
pit ; then ye shall understand that these men hav^ 
provoked the LordV* No sooner had he made an 
^•end of '^peaking^ than the work of destruction be^ 
^gan,' 'and in a moment was perfected. The eartihi 
swallowed them up in the midst of theit>«ins ; aiid 
-Moses was shown to- be aprophet of the Lord'striirtk^ 
Hmi a sefrvant of the Lord's appointmeht. : ^ i. 

» Numb. XVI, 31, 82, 33. " NuraWxTi, iK>, 30. 
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tifatti)6ns th^ Lord thy God doth drive them X)^«t' 4MS- 

cibre thee, and that he may perfomi the word ^ich 

the Lord sware unto thy fathers/ Abraham/ Isaac, 

and Jacob. Understand, therefore, that the Lord 

giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy 

righteousness ; for thou art a stiff-necked people^i** 

Not selected then to be the Lbrd*s people befciaiiAe 

ihey were righteous ; — are we to deem it incre&Mfe 

that they showed themselves otherwise ? They were 

rstimers ; but the Lord was just : just, to perform the 

<K>veiiant which he had made with his faithAil pt^ 

^archs ; just, to visit their iniquities on the dwellert 

in u defiled land ; — ^he made the children of Israel 

the ministers of his judgements. And on them agaiii 

.WBS'- his just measure of judicial chastisement dealt 

'otit, when they turned away from the Lord. * -He 

teased to go out with their armies, and then t^eife 

^ey smitten of their enemies : when they rebelled 

igainst the commandment of the Lord, and mtir- 

tmired against the authority of the leaders whbkfa 

he had set over them, the pestilence and the swbfd 

and the destroying angel were «ent among theni. 

Of that generation which had seen the miracles df 

the Lord in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yiet 

tempted and provoked the Lord, and hearkened ^oiot 

unto his voice ; of that whole generation, but twb 

individuals were permitted to see the land which' Be 

hiMi sworn unto their fathers: but on all, ffbin 

twenty years old and upwards, the sentence- wte 

Deiit. ix. 4, j^o. 



^pfona^ncedf that ^ ^^ in the wilderness they dhoiM 

fb^ iOPMomed^ and there should diey die*.'* The 

jjastice of the Lord was equal towards the Canaan^ 

:ite8j ivfao poUut^ the land by their idols set up 

,]agaiii9t rhid worship, and towards the Israelites 

Vh(>. rabelled against his dispensations. It was 

>}ffi Uie< settlement of the second generation in the 

xlhKxniised hxidy that the covenant which God had 

SiWorvL to^the patriarchs had its establishment. 

:'if Among, the- numerous instances of rebellious 

discontent which are recorded of the Israelites 

4unng their march through the wilderness, none 

aeems to have been more formidable, and none to 

hwp had.lesaof occasional incitement or colourable 

:pretexty - than - that which was headed by Korah, 

{kthan, and Abiram. The opinion which the Jews 

^i^tertained pf its importance and its criminaUty, 

/l^ppears from a particular circumstance, said to have 

j^ fir subsequent period occurred; where thedaugh- 

.ti^rs of a certain individual, seeking the inheritance 

iUftex his decease, are represented as setting forth, in 

pnise of their father and in aid of their claims, that 

-vhe l;iAd not been in ^^ the company of them that ga- 

theiede themselves together against the Lord in the 

company of KprahV The historian, in the &pst 

Jeasooa^ of -this, day, has given a full detail of its on- 

. gin, its progre69, and its punishment. In the Chris-^ 

tiask Scriptures it is specially noted, as an example 

pf unreasonable and sinful murmuring against con- 

» Numb. xiv. 35. * Numb, xxvii, S. 
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8litittodiiiitlMii^y.i; af:»gn to mark t^ si4l$^«d/^ 

and speak evU of dignities ^^'. mocke^^ who ]|lf4k. 
after, their own ungodly \n9b$, aiid iNre ^^ apo^ ln/ 
the feasts of charity ; trees whose fmit witb^DOlhifr 
doiiids without water, carried. i^ut i>{ win^^»tici 
When the Jews murmured for wsuat of fo^^OHi 
qf water, culpable as they were in lOOjt iidbt^oSi!.^ 
ing themselves with implicit confidence! /9»rriAe 
protection of Him, of whose powerful fs^your ^^r- 
had before had auch an^le^ proof r stiU^a^AUddlilrt; 
bomplaint on &uch an occasion wa^ not :UiiP9^;u«^/ 
When they saw the horsesand chariqta Df PihwVAhf i' 
pmrsuing themi wd the Red Soa in their fbQni,«pi*/i 
piwng their escape, their^ murmurs might lutY« Jm^ 
smuelhing lihe foundation in the. i^sappQii^in^itfi 
which they) met of the ei^pectation they had fornui^^ 
that rmnoved firom Egypt they were remoyedr&fri»£ 
attidang€ar> and were at once to enter on the jandlj 
promised to their fathers. The exaggerated ac^i^GUiiMi 
given of the warriors said to inhabit the.ls^iMJirjRmji 
cording to the report of those who wpr^ sei^cfiVq 
mike inquiry, might furnish, though not. 4>jm^ 
fiable cause, yet a qause not wholly unreas^kUfttiif^ 
for temporary alarm and murmuring« But;t;^b#;j|«ot 
hellion of Korah had no want to u]^e> no.dMi(j9lfi 
to incite, no special occasion to call it |brtb ;j iW^4tf i 
it was ostensibly a rebellion against thi^ Qi^U«g$h^: 
vemor of the people, and. against the^chiei^ 411111^^/ 
• Jude s* . ^Ju4^.jUe. 
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o^^eii^tiE^gfoaB offices^ it -Mis in reaUtf -a febdi^ 
liM^gtE^ttM the^jEmthority whioh had placed Mobm 
viAAsKi^ m thrir dignified sitoationt ; and it wa» 
M tti^^iby perilona who belonged themselvet to a 
ptiWto| te d didery appointed under the same divine 
au&Htitjr. The sons of Levi, under Korah, wer6 
thna^llty of ingratitude uniting itself widi schism 
aiid<^m(b sedition. 

'^raii had been the appointed priest of the Lord,- 
bAfote the sons of Levi had been ordained to any . 
miinittation ; and the ministration to which tliey 
wire'^Mds&ied, is distinctly pronounced to ha\^ 
beeil iind^f bitn> as priest \ ^^ The Lord spake unto 
Mmc^v sjaying, Bring the tribe of Levi near^and 
present ihem before Aaron the priest, doat dngr^ 
nlljy ' 'minister unto him K' The ceremonial by 
lidiidi they were invested was the offering of an 
af^neinent' f or thraot by Aaron, in the presence of 
timp-whcde congregation, to cleanse them beft^cer 
tli^'ttatered on the service of the sanctuary. . The^^ 
ai^intment of the Levites thus recognised t^e\ 
pvh>rtly of Aaron's appointment, as well as the siv 
pttmb dignity of his priesthood ; and in the daily 
pevlonnance of their services they could not hav;e 
forgoMen the rightful authority of him to whom 
they had specially been given, and under whom 
they acted. In the divine vengeance with which ' 
tweh even of the sons of Aaron had been viaited 
vAmik they " offered stmnge fire, before the jU>nl»- 

* Vide Note [A]. ' Numb, iii, ^, 6, 



^jSS2 on THE^RBBBLLION [fi»RM4}9Bfi« 

r. wad^hb'^coBmmaAtd ■ ihtm not V' they> faasdr seen^ $btt 
■"diepreofsecondrtioas and restricdoBd of appointfjjd 
^service were not to be Tiolated with impunity ^t dYj^ 
Jlhe- high ^honour which hdd been conferred an«iiieii, 
served but to raise up in the ungrateful aiMi ndUbi-- 
lioos spirit of Korah and his brethren a pnmd pr^ 
«uinption of their sufficiency for offices of i^ghier 
dignity ; and the judgements of the Lord were* ^iMrw-* 
^looli^d by their envy and malevolence towards . those 
. (who filled these offices. ^^ Seemeth it/* said Meses 
w his expostulation with the sons of Levi, ^^Se^n- 
eth it a small thing, that the God of Israel hadi ^ie- 
parated you from the congregation of Israel, ;to 
.-Imng you near to himself, to do the service of tlie 
tabemade of the Lord, and to stand before the odn- 
'gregation to minister unto them? Andhehathbrougbt 
thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sonst lof 
Levi with thee : and seek ye the priesthood ahb.^^*' 
v.^ But the priesthood singly was not an adequate 
'object for the discontent of a multitude : when se- 
^ dition sets up its banners, each who can contribute 
^ grievance swells the clamour of faction, aadliU 
' unite to form a confederation against constitvitd 
authority. Korah, of the tribe of Levi, and in close 
relationship to Aaron, might have thought it^enougfa 
to have directed an attack against Aaron*s priest- 
hood : but Dathan and Abiram, sons of Reubeiti >^ 
dider branch from Jacob than that of Levi, might 
look with an ambitious eye to the administrotionitof 

*• LeViX.lv ' '' Niimbixvi. 9, 10. 
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that ^* the wages of sin is death*." Then let us 
look to him who has '^ the words of eternal life V' 
•who standeth between the dead and the living, who 
was stricken for the transgression of the people, 
who bare the sins of many on the cross, who alone 
maketib intercession for the transgressors. Let us 
haste to separate ourselves from his adversaries, by 
fervent prayer ; let us entreat him to have mercy 
on> ns, by hearty repentance and true faith ; let us 
*^ank <mto him, by following his commands ; let us 
Hh^w t)tMelvei^ grateful for -his redeeming love, — 
ti^at^ purified by his blood and sanctified by his 
Spirit^ we may be admitted with the faithful into the 
regions of eternal bliss, there to dwell with him for 
etefinihe kingdom of his Father. 

» Rom. vi. 2S. •» John vi. 68. 
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2S4 ON TUB REBEU'ION [$I8EM. Xffv 

kingddni tif priesto^ a holy natiaa^ : ^ tmt tlm ^nkf 
to be on the declared condition that ^they shonkl 
obey his voice^ and keep his covenant ^.^ The'li0v4 
had said^ that ^^ he vronld dwell among the children 
of Israel^ and would be their God :** but the woi^- 
immediately preceding these^ ctedare ^thiKt' ^ hH' 
would sanctify both Aaron and his sons, to mioisfet''^ 
unto Um in the priest's office^/* The followws'of - 
Kwah quote as much of these Scriptures as'Stutir^ 
their purpose ; while with muoh dexterity they suii^'^ 
press all that is unfavourable to their viewb^ : foui ' 
tfaos they assert the holiness before the Lord^ of^^' 
people who were disobedient to his voice ; and they "^ 
announce that the Lord is among those who werS*' 
setting themselves up against the men whom 't^^ 
had chosen to come nigh unto him ; against Aa^olf^^ 
and his sons, the ministers of hi$ apfiointsienfi'^ 
Their charge against Moses is an imputatioif'^^ 
motives which his life disclaimed, and is in reftlifjr^ 
an attack on the divine dispensations, in -thK'- 
hoinging about of which he was but the instrumeitti' ' 
Whatever Egypt might have been to their taA^S 
masters, the Israelites had not found it a latfd^^ 
flowing with milk and honey ; nor was the tinte i^ - 
their being brought into the promised land a matter" 
to be regulated by the counsels of Moses, or effectett^ 
by the strength of his arm. " Very meek, above d|^ 
the men which were upon the face of the earths 

» Exod. xix. 6. «• Vide Exod. xnr. 5r ^ 

• Vide Exod. atxrx. 45, 44. ^ Numb. xii. 3. 






y^ltf^ hf^ Moses done that indicated a wish to ii|- 
qiOidf^ hi9 QWB powf r, or to deceive or blind the- 
pisiof^ p1«cq4 under his authority ? The Lord would 
nflft hfme tplerfUbe^in the ruler whom he ^ippointed, 
aiffio^ or tyvanmcal abui^e of his power ; nor at the 
agA 0f OKghty yeam was ambition in Moses likely 
t<)cj|jMNffl^ite0u a predeminant passion. When^ at the 
si^iiaj^tioo pi their fears^ he had come between the 
IsQM^IieM and the Lord» to receive at his mouth the 
la3|if5jj|£idJiejput out the eyes of the people in conn 
^^SnPg-it^^ them? When he had besought the- 
Lprd-not to let his. wrath wax hot^ but to forgive the^ 
si^i9fidiPie/ivho set up the golden calf% to offer 
uiMt»A'Ct ^idolatrous service^ ; or when^ on a sul^ 
seqcupiittDcacasion, he prayed to the Lord to quench 
thft>$ffe of Ihe Lord that burned against those that 
difplfiimedHm by their complaints%-^^ere these acts 
iilriyiQative of a wish to kill them in the wilderness ? 
N^ .th^ jeharges of Korah and his company were 
bnt) jthc^lntemperate clamours of turbulent disaffec^ 
ticm^^TiMoses disavows^ in the presence of the con- 
gr9g9tion> . any single act done on his part of injus^ 
tifia or. i^gresaion against them: and ^^ What is 
AoroiPi^ :8aid he, ^' that ye murmur against him"* ?'* 
^SYow.mannurings," he intimates, as on a former 
ofiP^Muon. he had said, ^' are not against us, but 
agfiinatthe Lord*." ^^ The powers that be," saith 

• Viie iJote [B]. * Vide Exod. xxxii. 

• Vide Nmnb. xi. aiid Note [C]. 

• Numb. xfi. 11. ' Exod. xvi. S. 
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St. Pauli *' are ordaised of 6od\" The poi^^iff 
against whom Korah and his company of ^jaixir 
«ayers rebelled were, not merely by rational de4uc- 
tion and constructive claim but by positive- aeii<L 
well known appointment, ordained of Him ; and tl|\f - 
murmurs against them were the voice of malignant 
impatience and envious intemperance^ that iq;ml^ 
the licentiousness of those who never subjautt^ 
'^ for coiMcrence* sake^/* Wrath became neceAsaiy 
to compel their submission ; and the history no^^Jk^s 
known to us in what unheardH)f form, and to ;f^if^ 
fearful extent, it was administered. , ,i 

In a contest which party were to be receivi^ qf 
the accredited ministers of the Lord, whether Mi)^ 
and Aaron on the one part^ or Korah and hiscojn^ 
pany on the other, an appeal to the Lord hinm^ 
proposed by Moses, and not refused by them,>iq/;M 
to decide. And on the morrow, as we learn, eacjh 
party stood before the tabernacle, bearing -th^ir 
censers with incense in them, that the Lord mi^bt 
signify his choice whom he would have to co]|i€^ 
nigh unto him, and whose offering he would resp(Qa|. 
^ And the ground clave asunder that was under i^ 
men/* who arrayed themselves against; Mosea ^od 
against the Lord ; ^^ and the earth ppened.her moiojdi^ 
and swallowed them up, and their hpuses,^ and all 
the men that appertained unto Korah, and all th^ 
goods. They, and all that appertained to them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth clos|sd;Upoa 

' ' ' Rom/ xtti* 1.' * RoiQ. xiii. 9. 
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iffii^ : aiid' they perished from among the congrega- 
tion . 

' ^Tfais was hot a casual flash of lightning from 
^t firmament ; it was the fire set to their unhal- 
lowed incense, which announced in Tengeance God's 
tAAidiTence of their abomination. This was not an 
^iSi^ddeiitd concussion and opening of the earth, to 
^* tfafee d to natural causes, and accounted for on 
.Yeti6titific principles ; it was the wrath of Heaven 
f>t-iOt^t down by these sinners against their own 
ifoids, that ended with their condign punishment. 
'It was the awfiil destruction denounced before by 
Mbsje^' against the men who had provoked the 
fidird ; for on the accomplishment of his prediction, 
tA the performance of this identical miracle, Moses 
-Inld -rested the proof of his divine commission. " If 
^tbi^se men die," said he, '^ the common death of all 
tten,- or if thfey be visited after the visitation of all 
Uen; then the Lord hath not sent me : but if the 
fiOrd miake a new thing, and the earth open her 
^dloath and swallow them up, with all that apper- 
4aiti^iinto them, and they go down quick into the 
])it ; then ye shall understand that these men have 
'firovoked the Lord^.** No sooner had he made an 
•end "ot' speaking, than the work of destruction be- 
'^te; 'and in a moment was perfected. The earth 
'Swallowed them up in the midst of their sins ; and 
'Moses was shown to be aprophet of the Lord's tnxth, 
%nd a servant of the Lord's appointment. 

« Numb. xvi. 31, 82, 33. " Nurab. xti, ^, 30. 
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" How powerful,** you arc saymgwrdrin youl'- 
selves, ^' must have been the impression whicli sach 
sad catastrophe of these famous men in tiie coiigre- 
gation must have produced on their dismayed and 
scattered followers I** This is the language df in- 
nocence, perhaps, or of inejtperience, condndifig 
that inch must have been ihe seirtiment, because 
such it ought to have been. The world andE the 
historian will alter this opinion. The record indeM 
tells us that ^ all Israel that were round aboxit ibXA 
fled at the cry of tfaem : for they said, Lestthe ckrth 
swallow us up al8o\** But this was the coimsel ti 
their terror, not of their piety. They coidd not bttt 
perceive die danger which so nearly approached 
them ; but, blinded by their frantic disaffection, they 
saw not here the hand of the providential Rulei^ ' dJT 
lite world exerting his miraculous powers to refotw 
and to correct. Dreadful blindness ! And no teit 
obstinate was their malignity ; for they looked stifi 
to the objects of their envy, and found, in the awfid 
display of divine vengeance, but a fresh occasion «o 
malign God's ministers. ^ On the morrow all thfe 
congregation of the children of Israel murmurei 
against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye hav'e 
killed the people of the Lord**.** And now the gltf rf 
of the Lord shone forth in vengmnce against the 
violence of the mutinous multitude, and the pla^^de 
began among the people. As in a moment his co^ 
suming wvatli went abroad, and fourteen tliottsanitf 

• Numb. xvi. 54. * Numb. xvi. 41. 
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qf ^ rebellious congregation were numbered with 
Ihe dead^ before the fire from the altar could be put 
ijx. the censers, and the atonement be made for the 
people. Not until the destroying angel had smitten 
all the first-bom in the land of Egypt, did Pharaoh 
^ponsent to let the Israelites depart from among 
thefn : — not until the pestilence sent its consuming 
ray£ige9 with de^ and rapid execution into their 
hous^^ did the rebellious followers of Korah turn 
H^way from the cause of sedition, and acquiesce 
|li ,th;e rightful title of Moses and Aaron to the o& 
fices of civil and sacerdotal supremacy. And ad^ 
li^rably dbes the recital of the whole transaction in 
tJii^ chapter prove them qualified for these officeSi 
"Pieir conduct in this dangerous and provoking in** 
turtect^n shows a spirit, as well of piety towards 
0od as of forgiveness towards men, fitted to en* 
^age as to merit «the ready obedience of those who 
named themsdves the Lord's people. Of the Lord, 
fit the first breaking out of the sedition, they seek 
counsel, and to his decision they confide their cause. 
Mioses knows how, and the excellence is a rare one^ 
to "be ftngry, apd yet sin not* :" when very wroth 
^tthe unjust charge of >^ putting out the eyes of the 
people,-' and bringing them " <mt of Egypt to kill 
t^em in the vildemess," it is to the Lord that he 
^jpeals for tibe cleanness of his heart and hands in 
tbe execution of his office. Wrongfully accused^ 
he eij^ferai on teuifjerate expostulation with his ac- 

N 

Eph. iv. 26. 
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cnsen: ^'defamed, he entrestiV He ontreattoC 
the Lord not for the sin of one to let wmth MUmi 
all the congregation : when the pestilence raged 4ai 
the camp^ he commands an atonement; andAaBm 
stands forward an intercessor between the dead and 
the living, to stay the progress of the destmctioa^* ' 
And here, my brethren, we come to the usfwxif 
this Scripture, in its appUcation to the religion 4)f 
Christ Jesus, and the doctrine of salvation by . Jiis 
blood, the atonement for the sins of the wbl4e 
world. Directly we have, through the whole coiiBie 
of the riecorded narrative, Grod's denunciatioQ of the 
crimes of rebellion against the constituted autbi^iif- 
ties in the state and of schism in the charcb^.:fii 
ordained by him : in the readiness of the LmA 
to come down at the supplications of Mosfss ^and 
Aaron to decide their controversy, we see that bis 
ears are open to hear the prayer of the righteouiy 
and that he is ever at hand to support the cause of 
his servants. In the heavy punishments whiek h^ 
injflicts on Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, we learB: hk 
detestation of the vices which were the fruitfol 
sources of their crimes, — ^the envy and arroganot, 
the discontented and turbulent spirit, by which they 
were actuated. But looking beyond these moral 
uses, and taught as we are by the Apostle to con- 
sider ^^ the law our schoolmaster to bring ua untD 
ChristV' we see, in the important incidents and 

• Vide 1 Cor. iv. 13. «• Vide Numb. xvi. 46, &o. 

' Gal. iii. U. 



luiiiigmsliediperBmiaguiii due old^Scriptui^^, ao 
jBnUyitypa^i^ldcfa foreshow ijbc^ ' New Testwi^it in 
•teiOJ^cta^and in its means: andhere^ in the in* 
cenise offered and the intercession made by Aaron» 
ws'hftYe what may prepare the. mind for the recepr 
tionof him who was a ^^High Priest, such as be- 
ttame ns^ . who was holy^ harmless, undefiled^ sepa- 
nte.lroiD'.sinners, and made higher than the hear 
^ens* ;'' . 5^ who is able to. save to the uttermost them 
wha come to God by him, and who ever liveth to 
:3Biake intercession for them^/' 

'-^^'And to the intercession of Christ Jesus let our 
€kMghts, my brethren, be directed by this Scrips 
lKU»> asCo that alone which is powerful to save 
YiiMlersi the intercession of him who had no sins to 
Hbfeforgiven, no other intercession to solicit. What 
•IMS the intercession of Aaron but a figure of this r 
For what was the merit of Aaron, that his interqesu- 
ision should have been thus effectual ? With th^ 
priesthood of Aaron directly within the view of the 
ia^thor, the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us of the 
'high priests taken from among men, that every 
one of them " needeth daily to offer sacrifice, first 
Jbr his own sins, and then for the people's ^T Aaron, 
;one of the children of Adam, had all the infirmity 
of his earthly origin and the corri^tion of his de- 
^graded estate : Aaron himself is at another time 
rfound to be an object of especial punishment, and 
sentenced to die without being permitted an en- 

• Heb. vii. 26. b Ibid. 25. * Ibid. 27, 

R 
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trance into the promised land. What holiness had 
his priesthood but what it received from God ? And 
what efficacy had his intercession but as it shadowed 
out the great intercessor which was to come^ the 
Mediator of God's new covenant with his people ? 

And looking to this Scripture with its bearings 
on the religion of Christ, let us ask ourselves, with 
what consistency can we cry out against the Hebrews 
so s6on forgetting the intercession of Aaron, when 
by our lives we show ourselves so little mindful of 
the intercession of the Son of God ? The Scribes 
and the Pharisees said, that had they been in the 
days of their fathers, they would ^^ not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets *:!' 
yet in the very day of the declaration they were, by 
seeking the blood of Him whom these prophets 
foretold, filling up the measure of their fathers' 
guilt. And we are exclaiming loudly against the 
Israelites as rebels against the authority of God*s 
delegation, while we ourselves are calling down ven- 
geance from the Almighty Ruler of heaven and 
earth, for transgressions against himself, for un- 
thankfulness for his mercies, profanation of his 
name, and neglect of his great salvation. Let us, my 
beloved brethren, look to the pit which opened wide 
for Korah, and to the fire which consumed the 
princes of the assembly, and to the plague which 
carried off fourteen thousand of their rebellious fol- 
lowers ; and let us be taught by this sad example, 

* Mattli. xxiii. 30. 
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that " the wages of sin is death*." Then let us 
look to him who has " the words of eternal life V* 
who standeth between the dead and the living, who 
was stricken for the transgression of the people, 
who bare the sins of many on the cross, who alone 
maketh intercession for the transgressors. Let us 
haste to separate ourselves from his adversaries, by 
fervent prayer ; let us entreat him to have mercy 
on us, by hearty repentance and true faith ; let us 
turn unto him, by following his commands ; let us 
show ourselves grateful for •his redeeming love, — 
that, purified by his blood and sanctified by his 
Spirit, we may be admitted with the faithful into the 
regions of eternal bliss, there to dwell with him for 
ever in the kingdom of his Father. 

* Rom. vi. 23. ^^ John vi. 68. 
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Numbers, Chap. xxiv. ver. 13. ^,;. 

" Jf.Balak would give me his house full of silver and goldf I canr 
. not go beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good 
or bad of mine own mind: but what the Lord saith, that will I 
speak** 

\\ HAT Striking descriptions of the irresistibly 
strength of God's power, and the unchangeable na- 
ture of God's councils, does the first lesson of this 
morning's service present to us ! What sublime elo- 
quence is there in the passages, " How shall I curse, 
whom God hath not cursed ? or how shall I defy, 
whom the Lord hath not defied* ?" " God is not 
a man, that he should lie ; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent : hath he said, and shall he not 
do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good^ ?" Sentiments so just, clad in language so 
forcible, naturally tend to give us a favourable opi- 
nion of the person who utters them ; and on a su- 
perficial view we might be led to rank Balaam 
with Elijah, with Daniel, and the other pious pro- 
phets of the Lord. We might be ready to contrast 

* Numb, xxiii. 8. ^ Ibid. 19. 



Balaam*s repeated blessing of the Lord's people 
with Balak's as often urged anxiety to have a curse 
pronounced on them ; and we should regret that 
the faithftd discharge of his prophetic duty should 
have kept back a servant of the Lord from the ho- 
nours which Balak would have lavished on his deser- 
tion of the Lord's service. We applaud his zeal, 
which would not suflFer him to stand neutral between 
the Lord's people and their enemies ; and we at- 
tach full credit to his sincerity when he asserts, 
that *^if Balak would give him his house full of 
silver and gold, he cannot go beyond the com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do good or bad of hi^ 
own mind: but what the Lord saith, that will he 
speak*." 

Ah ! my brethren, the distance is great be- 
tween disinterested integrity and high-sounding 
profession. The mouth of Balaam only is with 
the Lord; his heart is with Balak, with his cause, 
and with his rewards : his wishes are against 
the people of the Lord, though by an overruling 
power he is restrained from doing them injury: 
the Lord ^^ turned the curse into a blessing*';'* 
and Balaam, much though he may wish it, 
"cannot go beyond the commandment of the 
Lord*^." If we consult the best commentary on 
Holy Writ, if we look into other Scripttires which ' 
bear upon the history, we shall entertain no doubts 
ad to the character of Balaam. St. Peter speaks- 

»Numb. xxiv. 13. * Neh. xiii. 2. * Nmnb^ xxiv. 13. 
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of him fi6 a mau^ ^^"who leved thew^es rof^^lttii. 
nghteoosness^;'" andSu Jiide joins 'iAm^vri^ithmid 
whose vice is not at «dl equivocaly with Korah^ aftd 
with Cain^. In the ipassagesalhidedt^ these i»* 
spirol writers -are warning; ^ the t Christian church 
against the- false< teacfaersi who should^ arise in aft^^ 
times, turning the graceof Gbd mto kscivtoiisnefer^ 
causing that the truths be < evil spoken of^'imd d^ 
nying the Lord • that bought ^them : . i9peaking ^with 
their mouths great swelling words^and^^ hating 
men's persons m admiration because' of advantagei 
^ Woe unto them !" aays St. Jude, ^^for -they hk^w 
gone in the way of Caiuy and ran gree4ily' tUtet 
the error of Balaam for reward^ and perished inptiie 
gainsaying of Core :" " following the way of* Bti^. 
laam/ ' says- St. Peter^ ^^ who loved the wages of un- 
righteousnessy but was: rebuked for his iniquity x 
the /dumb tass^ speaking ' with man's voices forbad 
the madness of the prophet.'*! i *• -^ . >w. 
Thc'incident which the ^posde adverts to* is ^ii^ 
lated at large in the chapter immediately preceding 
the lesson of the day ; < and to enaUe you 'to fono^ 
a right judgement of the 'persons here spoken o^ a 
short account of what that chapter contains should 
be laid before you. The Israelites in their jonrzM^ 
from Egypt had just defeated some of the powMrfcd 
nations which had refused them a passage tiirougli 
their territories into the promised land : they had 
slain Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og the 

•2Pet.ii. 15. ^JudeU. 



kisgjpf ; Baaban^ jand, made , their . iand |J;ieM;..0¥«i 
posseaaioii. iThe.MoaJbites^iUnthaiikfuLfQiithii^ de« 
^uction.ofnationa which, were theic enQ0uea9.<aBd 
not reading ia .their fates, the impgeaibiUty of fren 
sistingy hj e^urthly force^ thoae who are under, the 
special, pcotectioai. of Heaven, take measures' to qp^f 
pose theiri approach. They unite themselves. with 
the priii(j»a of Midian ; and Balak their^king send^ 
fOL .embassy, from both nations, bearing the sewajcds 
of lUvination in. their hands, to invite Balaam, >th» 
son of Beor, • to utter his. supposed highly powerful 
curse Against the Israelites: . ^^ Come now therefore^ 
(ipray.thee/.' isaid. the king of Moab by. his .mesr 
senget, ,t^ curse, me this Lpeople, for. theyv.ajre too 
piighty for ma: <peradventure I shalL prevail, .that 
we may smite them, and that I may drive them Qut 
pf. the. land: for I woft tl^t hq whom thou .blessest 
is blessed, and he whom thou .cursest is cursed^*' 
Divinations, spells, and sorceries, were odious< in 
the sight .of the. Lord ; yet no doubt, with, th&gra- 
pious purpose of making a stronger impression, oa 
the minds of the Grentile nations,, by bringing oat 
of the mouth. of one of their own diviners of high 
reputation his . reluctant testimony to the strength 
and righteousness of his people, God condescends 
to give instruction to Balaam the enchanter. ; ^f And 
God . said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go .with 
them : thou shalt not curse the people : for they are 
blessed^." Had this answer been fairly reported, 

^ Numb. xxii. 6. i» Ibid. 12. 



,Balak might luve seen theiolly of fighting aganui: 
^od> and submitted at once to the irrenslUble 
counsels of Heaven ; but through Satan and lying 
lips the truth is perverted, and the answer whicb ia 
reported to Balak is divested of every thi|ig wliicii 
might overawe his opposition. Balaam in. the fiMt 
instance suppresses the injunction not to curse the 
people, and the reason which asserts tha(: a blesB^ 
ing has been bestowed on them from an authovityv 
such that neither power nor reward could revevse 
it ; and the ambassadors in the execution of their 
courtly commission, suppress the controul' of a divine 
communication altogether. Balaam only tells tfa^ 
ambassadors^ that ^^ the Lord refhseth to give faim 
leave to go with them*:" the ambassadors, leaving 
out all mention of the Lord, and as if it were an act 
of Balaam*s own capriccy return and simply say^ 
^^Balaam refuseth to come with us^.'' . *: 

:. It: would seem that Balak well understood^ tfa^ 
chauracter of him whom he had to deal with ;^ for ^ he 
immediately sends to him princes more honourabtej 
with ofiers of high promotion, and rewards to wh»ti 
ever amount he might name. These rewards lie 
appears to underrate with his favourite, phrase^ <' If 
Balak would give me his house full of silvev^and 
gold, I cannot go. beyond the word of the Lord my 
Crod, to do more or less*^." But he wishes not to 
let the chance of his obtaining them depart from 
his sight, and he makes the ambassadors tarry with 

» Numb. xxii. 13. ^ Ibid. 14. ^ Ibid. xxii. 18. 



Jum^that inigfat i^l /^ Lpruf jaa^' said ibQato Jheai, 
^litennry .ye also here this night/ that I may know 
TMrfaat :tfae Lord rvirill say to memore^'" > Waa^not 
what jtbeiLord had before said sufBoiently explicit? 
Had/, any furliier communication been promised r 
0id Salaam, siqipose diat he> who. was not> a-iman 
fthat^he should, repent, could be won over by the 
soliekations of one intent on the wages of unrighte^ 
xmsnesB?: No change had taken place in the cir^ 
oumstances of the case : and what must havie been 
hiatnotions of the Deity, if he could hope acapriiK 
^ioua^ change in his counsels? Balaam, refusedoit 
&r$t .permission to go, still longs for the trewajKls i 
and now permitted, conditionally, to go with th&am^ 
bassadors, he soon overlooks the- ■ condition, and 
makes .the permission absolute. ^^ God. came (to 
iBalaamat night, > and said unto him. If the: men 
come to call thee,^ rise up, and go with them '*;'~hut 
Balaam waits not for their call : " he rose up in the 
morning, and saddled his ass, and went :i7^th.the 
princes of MoabV' Left then by the angeriiof 'die 
Lord^ to. follow the counsels of his own perverse* 
ne3s, he sets out on a journey to aid, as far as might 
be permitted.him>^ the cause of Balak, and to receive 
kis rewaida. But to show him that the deceitful-^ 
nessiof his heart was seen through, a. miraculous 
vision was sent to him on his way ; and ta conrect 

>^ ' » Numb. xxii. 19. •• Ibid. «0; 

ii-. V * Numb.xxu^21. > ^ Vide. Note [C]. 
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ikte vicious. foUy of the prophet, the aas wheocon 
ke. rode was for a time endowed with the power 
of speech. Anoangel, unseen by ,iiis. hUndness, 
stood before hint oaihis road;] and thrice. would 
the .beast /have. escaped him. by turning from the 
path;, but Balaam smote it in his. fiiry^ when.liie 
Lord ■ by a . miracle . opened its mouth to . expostu-r 
late,i|rith him, .and to refer. him to the causer ofiits 
terrors^, i > Balaam then saw the angeL of the Lard^ 
and acknowledged that he had sinned^. iThe'.easnal 
ofience. committed just iiefore, the cruelty . wfaicka 
rigkteoua man would not show tov his beast, he-.faas 
no difficulty in admitting; but ^ the habitual .viceLof 
hia heart lay deep^r^ and is not so readily giranaipi 
SEhe first command given. to Balaam, >^ Thou-jhalt 
not go with themV should hav^e at ouqe decided his 
will-: yet be will try agaia/^what the Lord wiU.-4Uij 
onto him more^/' T^ signs and dangers he now 
midt on. his way ^ should have turned .him» backi;..yet 
still he afE^frto consider the. point asdoubtfol^and 
he would again try whether his avarice may notibe 
pennitted to seek its reward. ^^ If it displease thee,? 
said he to the angel^ (and could it be conceived that 
what God >had forbidden could beipleasingito liis 
messenger?) ^^ If it displease liiee^ I will get me 
back^/' . As one by whom special conunand has 
been set aside, by whom immediate communication 

• Vide Note [D]. »» Numb. xxii. 1*. 

' Ibid. 19. < Il»d. $4. 



fiomtheDeity.liMfiiUedoCits eflfei*^ h^ is* given 
•sreT'toiiis pwa. reprobate mind, to hisixlesire^ and 
ti^lu8;deatmction« .. . . ■ . ji . 

He goes then with the men^ and meets Balak-on 
ihe^wAjj who ia^ his. in^atience had advanced to 
receive^ him at the- border. It might have been ex- 
pected that the nnracfUlous incident which had be* 
foUea the-prophet on his jonmey> with- which his 
mmd must iiave* b^n •^filled, ^ shonld immediately 
haver been communicated to the kingi No men- 
tioti whatever is made* of k : even when Balaam r^ 
ek^'th^ words of thc' command, the authoritative 
manner'intwhioh' they had come, to him is^ not* an- 
nounoed*. It might have been expected^ that^hough 
Balaam had n^t toldv 'die messengers that God liad 
favbidden-him- tacmrm Israel^ yet, when come to a 
pi^spnal interview- with Balak,, he woidd -not have 
widi^beid£K)m.-him^ so important «€m interdict. It 
would* have been an act of duty and of friendship 
to ^have sho wn to the king' the impossibility of con- 
tending against those whom the Lord had pro- 
nounoed blessed : here was an honourable mode for 
Balaam to 'have sought his rewards^ by doing a ser- 
vice wlucb would have merited then. But the vxtges 
^unrighiemisness were those which Balaam loved : 
he turns Balak's attention from the cause which 
had before k^t him back^ to the obedience which 
he now exhibits ; and if in the execution of his 
office he shall be constrained to say what is dis- 
agreeable, the fault, as he would represent^ is not 
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with him ; for the word which the Lord putst in hit 
mouth, that only •. can he speak, - He partakest the 
feast of the king, and sets forward in ^th&mocning 
to comply with his wishes. > . i 

^^ And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me .here 
s^ven altars, and prepare . me here seven. ox^Uf^nd 
seven ramsV Build me here: and the spot tlw^ 
specis^Uy chosen was one of the high j^ces of B^t» 
the idol whose worship was opposed to that of ttb^^ 
great Jehovah. Thus Balaam^ to whom; the. word 
of the Lord had been divinely revealed, and on whonji 
the miraculous vision of a heavenly messenger h^d 
been shown forth, still adheres to the profaneUfu»A 
of an idolatrous service ; and with a perplexed Cfom- 
fusion of religions, true and false, hopes, by his mi^ 
mierous sacrifices on places consecrated to the WQrrr 
ship of Baal, to change the counsels of the Almight^j 
and to withdraw his protection from his peojilQ^. 
With the purposes of Balak he was fully acquainted) 
^e tells us, that Balak had brought him from tlp^ 
mountains of the East, saying, ^^ Come, curse m^ 
Jacob; and come, defy Israel*^." Let us not impute, 
to Balaam that he does not object against the. mar 
levolence of this desire, when we find, that, after 3a 
many years' possession of God's written law,. . th^ 
Jewish traditions, in the time of our Lord, tay^ht tQ, 
^^ hate your enemy, as well as to love your neighr, : 
bpur**." It was reserved for the code of Christian 

• Numb, xxiii. 1. »» Vide Note [E}. 

'■ Numb.xxiiji. 7. •» Vide Matth- v.f4iJ. 
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HieekneBS to* teach men to love their enemiei^, and 
toibless their persecutors. But surely he is guilty 
of a mean and vicious compliance when he enters 
at all into the purposes of Balak, of cursing those 
whom the Lord had announced to him as blessed, 
^f Let favour be shown to the wicked, yet will he 
not learn righteousness V Balaam, admitted to the 
high honour of being instructed in the counsels of 
Gk)d, does not scruple to array himself ostensibly on 
the side of those who would oppose them. He pre- 
scribes the modes and forms for their idolatrous ser- 
vices ; he joins in their profanations; ^^and Balaam 
and Balak offer a btillock and a ram on every ahar ^'^ 
But besides this joint sacrifice, Balaam had a se- 
parate service ; for he leaves Balak to stand by his 
burnt-offering, and he goes himself apart, in the 
hope that '^ peradventure the Lord would cotne to 
meet him *^.'* That service, though the nature oif 
it be not mentioned here, we know to have beeti 
enchatrtment, for this was Balaam's profession. lii' 
the Book of Joshua he is expressly called ^^ Balaam 
the soothsayer **;" and the rewards sent to solicit his 
coming to Balak are directly termed " the rewards 
of divination *.'* At the third repetition ofhisde-** 
votional forms, when it is said of Balaam that " he 
went not as at other times to seek for enchant- 
ments V that he before had made use of them is 
put beyond a doubt. Now all such practices were 

* Is.xxri/lO. ^ Numb, xxiii. 2. * Ibid, 5. 

* Josh. xiii. ^^. * Numb. xxii. 7. ' Numb. xxiv. 1. 
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detested of God, and in his laws to his chosen pecM* 
pie. specially' forbidden : they were probably i^ug^ 
gestions and senrices of the evil one; tiiey were 
certainly among the practices of idolaters. FVom 
the days of Moses to those of St. Paul, throngh all 
the course of intermediate Scripture, they are de^ 
clared to be an abominatioti. Elymas- the sorcerer 
is termed by the Apostle ^^a child df thede^ nH 
enemy of all righteousness, full of all subtihy^and 
aU mischief, and perverting the way of tbe Lord^/? 
And Balaam the soothsayer, with God's parablein 
bis ]M>uth, has yet a heart set on the maminon of 
this world: his worship is idolatrons; hi^ covbnk&^ 
as we shall hereafter learn, is truly diabolieaL ' '^ - 
. Yet, hired as this enchantelr 'was to eurse'lii^ 
Isnaelites^ the God^ of Israel, in furtherance of hH 
own wisetpurposes, condescends tb meet him: B«f 
ill did Balaato understand the natui^ of that B^ng 
iviiabe ecAsoit to^^his desires he supplicated;' ^1^ 
boasts the nlerit of his numerous sacrifices ;^^hT faM^ 
ter than any i sacrifices it would ' have beetf ' ta hst¥i 
obeyed/ Balaam iir mind and heart had disobeyed 
the command of Ihe ^Ldtd; and he is nbt^et awaM 
th^t ^Hhe Lord hath not lis great delight in sacriftebs 
arid burnt-offerings as 'in obieying the voice' of thi; 
LordV' God's love to iris peo^file tums^ the dtfrsd 
which Balaam had in his thought into a hlessfilifj^. 
from his lips; and he comes back to Bdlakbut tof 
utter a prophetic communication of the marvellous 

• Vide Acts xiii. 10, •» 1 Sam. xv. 22. 
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of their, independence. ^^ The dust of the fourth 
part of Israel it is," he says, ^^ past man's poFwer to 
count :' feeling no need of earthfy succour, the peo^ 
pie are /^ to dwell alone, and not. to he numbered 
among the nations ;'•' the blessing of the Lord WM 
to attend them, and ^^ the death of the righteow^'^ 
was to be theirs. '' ^ - 

- Here we migbt have expected that the interview 
of Balaam and Balak would have been at an end$ 
that Balak would have learned the inefficacy of afl 
opposition to the establishment of the Israelite^, 
and .Balaam the foUy of soliciting permission to 
curse those whom his^ own lips had ^onounced 
righteous in ihe sight of God. But vice is obsti- 
nate in the pursuit of its objects, and has at ImxA 
an: abundant store 6f delusive sophistry,: by whi(^h 
it gets rid of whatever difficulty may st^nd iti'tYii 
way of their attainment. The Hng cannot readily 
believe what is humiUating to his hopes ; be thei^ 
fpire conceives that the prophet must have Ibeisft 
overawed by die appearance of the whole streifgth 
of. Israel as it lay encamped in his view,* but that 
when .'brought to.a place whence> part' only Of them 
could be seen, hisJanguage would be ditferent. Th^ 
prophet will not lay aside the hopes of rewairds SO 
g^eediiy anticipated^: and therefore cherishes the 
idea that the decrees of God aremot irrevocable, aiid 
that multiplied sacrifice andiimportunatb 'sofidta^ 

" Vide Numb, xxiii. 9, 10/ ' 
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tion may yet effect a profitable change, l^eaaaw 
ceremonial of building altars and making bont^crf^ 
ferings is again repeated, and the enchantments ave 
a second time resorted to. Still the result is the 
jsame : idolatry and superstition are again defeated; 
and decrees, of which the foundation is laid in in* 
finite wisdom, will not give way to the presumptieii 
and the folly of man. Balaam is made, under images 
the most brilliant, reluctantly to announce exaked 
prosperity and glorious victory to the Israelifea; to 
refer to their deliverances in time past, as tibe best 
earnest of their future success ; and to attest theit 
righteousness as securing the favour of their QoiL 
They are blessed by him who brought them oat of 
JE^ypt : ^^ He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacobs 
iieither hath he seen perverseness in Israel V - He 
is made to pronounce the inefficacy of the servioes 
to which he had resorted, and to condemn tlioae 
degrading conceptions of the Deity, on which he 
had founded hopes of his being brought to chaage 
his decisions : into his mouth is put the ^^ parable^^ 
or forcible declaration, that ^^ God is not a man that 
he should lie, neither the son of man that he should 
repent^;'' and that ^^ surely there is no enehantmemt 
against Jacob, neither is there any divination against 
Israeli" 

> Naturally, therefore, do we now find Balaam Jhiy- 
4ng aside his magical incantations, and Balak coiv- 
tent to solicit' something less than a curse upon the 

• Nurab. xxni. 21. »• Ibid. 19. «Ibid. «S. 
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p^lpplie of the JUord. ^^ And 3alak naid onto Balaam^ 
Dieither cur^e them at all^ nor bless them i^t all. But 
t^lfiAffi answered and said unto Balak, Told I not 
thee, saying. All that the Lord speaketh^ that I must 
do^r Yet with the usual unsteadiness of vige, dis- 
qomfited and still impenitent, Balak again brings 
him to. another place, in the idle hope that ^^ Per- 
adventure/' as he says, ^^ it will please God that thou 
xnayest curse me them from thence ^.'' And Balaam, 
equally at variance with his declaration, recurs again 
to his .ceremonial, and again orders the building of 
altars and the renewal of sacrifices. In «ome re- 
Upects, indeed, we find the spirit of each, of them 
rebuked; for the king seems now to think the suc^ 
ce6s of his efforts to have them cursed must depend 
on the permission of the Lord ; and the diviner now 
by directing his eyes towards the wilderness, the 
scene of the transgression of the Israelites, seems 
to doubt of his rewards, unless by iniquity they may 
become outcasts from Grod's favour. Little did these 
heathens in their folly and their vice know of the 
enduring wisdom of God's systems, and the mercy 
^hich he showeth to every sinner that repenteth. 
The Lord indeed condescends to return an answer 
to their vain and impotent services ; but that answer 
is filled with the most lively pictures and the most 
magnificent descriptions of the future glories of his 
people, and retorts the curses solicited against them 
on their malevol^t and idolatrous adversaries. 

• Numb, xxiii. 25, 26. fc Nqmb, x^iii. 27. 
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^^ How goodly," saith he, " are thy tents, O Jacob ! 
and thy tabernacles, O Israel ! — His kingdom shall 
be. exalted. — ^He hath as it were the strength of an 
unicorn. — He couched, he lay down as a lion, and 
as a great lion : who shall stir him up ? Blessed,"' 
concludes the reluctant prophet, ^^ is he that blesseth 
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee*.'* 

And now, his hopes of attaining his object by the 
aid of mercenary supplications being frustrated, 
Balak is left to pour out the fury of his disappoint- 
ment on him whom, by repeated solicitation and 
large promise, he had induced to come to his 
summons. ^^ Balak's anger was kindled against 
Balaam, and he smote his hands together : and he 
said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine ene- 
mies, and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed them 
these three times. Therefore now flee thee to thy 
place : I thought to promote thee unto great honour, 
but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from ho- 
nour^." True, the Lord did keep him back from 
honour; for he would not change the dispensa- 
tions of his providence at the desire of idolatrous 
supplication : he would not give up the sheep of 
his pasture to the rapacity of the destroyer: he 
would not withdraw his protection from his chosen 
people, and abet the cause of those who had 
estranged themselves from his service, and had ab- 
jured hi* sovereignty. 

And here, my brethren, is a point of view in 

• Numb. xxiv. 5, &c, '»Numb. xxiv. 10, 11. 
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which the record presents abundant comfort to the 
believer in Christ Jesus ; for the Israelites of old 
were the type of the Christian church. As often.as 
Balaam failed in the exercise of his diabolical arts 
to tempt the Lord to abandon Israel^ so often did 
Satan fail^ by objects high in worldly regard and 
estimation, to tempt the founder of our church : 
and if Grod would give to the men of Judah his sup- 
port, because he -^ had not found iniquity in Jacobs" 
how much more strongly may that church, whose 
cement is the blood of holy martyrs, of which the 
corner-stone was Christ, — he whom none could 
accuse of sin, in whose mouth was found no guile, 
to whose gospels the law was but an handmaid, — 
rely on the protection of God ? No curse of en- 
chantment, indeed, could prevail against Israel, no 
divination against Jacob ; but ^' the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against the church of Christ **." To 
the final overthrow of its enemies, and to the extent 
of its dominion, Balaam, in the latter part of the 
chapter, gives his prophetic attestation. 

He did not depart at the bidding 'of Balak, nor 
go unto his place, until he should, as he says, ^^ ad* 
vertise him what this people should do to his peo- 
ple in tiie latter days^." Already he had declared 
the confirmation of the promise made to Abraham, 
that God would give the land of Canaan to him and 
his posterity, and that his seed should be nume- 
rous as the dust of the earth : he had made use of 

" Numb, xxiii. 21. ^ Matt. xvi. 18. "; Numb. xxiv. 14. 
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that very image to express the countless numbers of 
Israel, as he saw him before him in the land where^ 
secure under the protection of God^ he was to 
<^ dwell alone/' without the incumbrance of earthly 
confederation^ which he needed not. But now he 
discloses the events of a distant futurity, the fake of 
nations yet unborn, the captivity of the Jewd by the 
Assyrians, many centuries after to be accomplished; 
and the appearance of the Messiah upon earth; 
above fourteen hundred years after the delivery of 
the prophecy. For what could be ^* the star of 
Jacob ^'' that should come, but that by which the 
wise men from the East were led to Jerusalem to 
worship the babe, whose abode it pointed out to 
them ? And what could be ^^ the sceptre that should 
rise out of Israel^,'' but that which Jacob had fore- 
told when he said, ^^ The sceptre shall not depatt 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet^' 
until Shiloh come ; and to him shall the gathering 
of the people be*^." To the light of Christ Jesus 
did the Gentiles come, and kings to the brightness 
of his rising : the sceptre of his kingdom is an ever--' 
lasting sceptre, the sceptre of righteousness. Abra- 
ham saw his day, and was glad : Balaam saw it, but 
he could not bear to bring it nigh unto him ; he 
believed, but he trembled. " Alas !" said he, " who 
shall live when God doeth this**?" Who can abide 
the day of the Lord's coming ! was a thought which 

• Numb. xxhr. 17. * Ibid. 

« Gen. xlix. 10. < Nurab. xxiv. 2S, 
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aroae in the mind of tbe prophet at the instant^ but 
was as quickly chased away by the worldly objects 
which engrossed it. Well would it have been if, 
struck with an awful dread of God's judgements, he 
had withstood the temptations of his avarice, and 
turned from the vanity of his idolatrous services, to 
join with those whom he had himself pronounced 
blessed of the Lord. He had ^^ heard the words of 
God;" he had " known the knowledge of the Most 
High;" he had ^^ seen the vision of the Almighty*," 
-1^— and yet he returned to his house to devise schemes 
for withdrawing Israel from the protection of 
Heaven, counsels to frustrate the counsels of Pro* 
vidence, and bring curses on him for whom the 
liOrd had announced blessings. 

And to a fatal extent were his counsels success* 
£al ; for in deep knowledge and malignant artifice 
were they founded. Force he knew could e£Feci 
nothing : it was but the impotence of man against 
the strength of the All-powerful. God, he found, could 
by no human arts be tempted to change his systems ; 
for with him was ^^ no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning^." But not so were the Israelites : they^ 
pearhaps, were not proof against temptation^ nor 
inalienably steady to their allegiance ; they, perhaps, 
might be enticed into sin, and won over to idolar^ 
trous services. As sin wias the sure foundation of 
God's displeasure, they would then be deprived of 
God's protection, and might be expected, naturally, 

Numb. xxiv. 16. ^ Jamea^i. 17. 
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to fall beneath their more numerous and powerful 
foes. The women of Midian, after the example set 
by the deceiver of mankind, are employed to se- 
duce the people of the Lord to the practices of 
lewdness and the service of strange gods. I will 
not mention the shamelessness to which their sin 
arrived, but I will mention the chastisements which 
the Lord sent in his just proportion to their crimi- 
nality, even the death of all that had followed Baal ; 
a plague which was not stayed until twenty-four 
thousand had fallen victims to it \ In the Book 
of the Revelations, we are told that this was the 
counsel of Balaam \ Moses informs us of its hor- 
rible results. That Balaam obtained any rewards 
we are not informed : certain it is that he was slain 
by the sword, when the Israelites forced their way 
into the promised land^. His prayer had been, that 
he should die the death of the righteous : to give 
hopes of doing this, he should have lived their life. 
Yet look to him as a prophet, and you find him 
ready to suppress what was commanded, and anxi- 
ous to qualify and to change what was committed 
to him. And look to him as a man, and may we not 
infer, from the nature of his counsels, that his mind 
was impure, deceitful, and malignant ? Folly is the 
highest wisdom of the heart that is corrupt. 

And now, my beloved brethren, you see through 
this history the providence of God, as in many 
other of these discourses it has been pointed out to 

' Numb. XXV. 9. ^ Rev. ii. 14. •= Numb. xxxi. 8. 
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you. Still bringing forth good from evil, and by 
means, in our weak judgements, apparently dis- 
proportionate or even contradictory, accomplishing 
its objects. Throughout the whole of the Scrip- 
ture the same important lesson is inculcated. In 
the New Testament you have the preaching of a 
few unlettered men made to overturn idolatry 
seated on thrones, defended by prescription, and in 
alliance with philosophy. In the Old Testament 
you have God's purposes promoted by those who 
would resist his will and oppose his ordinances 
The gainsaying of Korah serves as an occasion for 
a signal manifestation of his powerful judgements. 
The curse which Balak solicited, and which Balaam 
wished, is converted into a signal blessing, pro- 
nounced before the princes of Moab upon his 
people. Balaam, untaught in that humility which 
should ascribe all its powers to heavenly aid, and 
use them only to God's glory, makes vain boast 
of the visions which he had seen, and the superior 
knowledge which he enjoyed : still he is but an in- 
strument to hand down prophecies which possibly 
he did not understand ; to announce blessing on 
those whom he certainly wished to curse. Thus, 
whether by knowledge or by ignorance, by power 
or by weakness, by truth or by deceitfulness, by 
evil report or good report, we may rest in the as- 
surance, that all shall tend to the manifestation of 
God's glory ; that the counsels o^ the wicked shall 
work out their destruction, and that each of the 



systems of.ProvidejQ.ee sl^all m its proper. ^easQ^;^ 
accomplished. . ^ 

See in Balaam the picture of an artful man^ yfhq 
would divide his service between God and Mammpn; 
and by his discomfiture be taught the foUy of bi^ 
cunning. In his intercourse with Balak he u^tersj 
indeed^ no falsehood^ but he suppresses importaiit 
truth: he compounds together all the modes- by 
which he thinks his object may be promoted ; find 
thus he leaves Balak to worship his idol on the high 
places of Baal^ while he goes apart to seek the 
Lord. He does not indeed contradict the com-* 
mands of God, but he wishes not to believe them 
irreversible : he would have Divine Wisdom capri- 
cious, and he entertains protracted hope of chang- 
ing its decrees. Illuminated^ but not sanctified, 
Balaam is but as the sounding brass or as the tink> 
ling cymbal. The answer of the tongue was from 
the Lord, but the preparation of the heart was in 
himself. The heart of Balaam was not upright : 
he loved the wages of unrighteousness : and 
who docs not rejoice that he lost them ; for who 
docs not rejoice at the exposure of hypocrisy and 
the disappointment of cunning ? He failed of his 
reward from man ; and what had he to hope from 
God ? rather, what had he not to fear from him, 
whose miraculous interpositions had not converted 
his faithjwhose visions and whose knowledge had not 
reformed his heart t Over the whole Christian world 
he is through every age of its history consigned to 



ittfatny and degradation ; recorded as the suitable 
associate of him who had been a murderer, even of 
Gain who slew his righteous brother. The depraved 
counsels of Balaam tempted Israel to sin, and the 
mtirder of multitudes of his brethren must be laid 
to his charge. — O Lord, who hast caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning : grant 
that we may from this thy word learn, as well to 
love thee in our hearts, as to glorify thee with our 
lips : to despise the profits of all gain which is not 
godly : to believe in thy promises : to respect thy 
systems: never to abet the cause of thine adver- 
saries : never to divide the singleness of thy service* 
Amen. 



-■ } 
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SERMON XIV. 

(Third Sunday aft£r Easter.) 
THE PATRIARCHAL DISPENSATION •. 



AcTSi Chap, xiii. ver. 32, 33. 

** The pratnise which was made unto the fatJiers, God hath Jul- 
filled the same unto us their children" 

All that God has thought proper to reveal to us 
concerning himself and his dispensations, is con- 
tained in that one volume which for its just pre-emi- 
nence above all others we call " the Scripture^' (or 
the Writing), ^UAe Bible^^ (or the Book). It is a col- 
lection of several compositions^ various in their 
classes and styles, written by authors of different aeras 
and characters : but whatever be the variety of these 
compositions in matter or in form^ they all agree in 
the one particular of being set by the Spirit of God 
above the reach of any possible falsehood as to 
their contents. The leading object which connects 
these miscellaneous parts within the unity of a sy- 
stem is, that they lay before the world the history 
of God's providential administration, from the be- 
ginning of created existence to the final consum- 
mation of all things. What book can compare in 
dignity with this, which has God for its subject ? 

• Vide Note [F.] 
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What in interest to us^ with this which has his deal- 
ings with the children of men for its matter ? The 
profane historian would have told you of changes in 
manners^ improvements in arts^ rise of states and 
empires, revolutions hy which they fell to decay : 
— ^the sacred historian considers man in a relation 
more dignified, and through a duration of greater 
extent. In the Bible, man is spoken of not as a 
member of a political society, but of an association 
which connects him with God ; as a stranger on 
the earth, whose sure resting-place is in heaven ; a 
spiritual agent, accountable for all he has done and 
for all he has received, to that great Creator whose 
transcendent excellence he must revere, and whose 
commands he is bound to obey. With this view 
of man, his intercourse with his fellow-men is in 
Scripture cleared of the embarrassment of local 
manners and temporary usages : the entire species 
forms one system, in which all are considered under 
the general relation of subjects of the same Lord, 
and brethren born from one common parent. 

One difference indeed it recognizes among men, 
— a difference according to the degree of the know- 
ledge of that Lord which at various times had been 
vouchsafed by him to the world. Such a diversity 
in the religious knowledge communicated at dif- 
ferent periods is obvious on the face of the Bible, 
in its division into the Old and New Testament. 
But if we look with a little more minuteness into 
the Old Testament, and consider that the Jewish 
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law was not given .until the time of Moses^ who 
flourished two thousand five hundred years wb$e« 
^uent to the date of the creation, we shall find ai| 
earlier period of great magnitude, which must have, 
been under a very different species of religious in-i 
stitution, and which enjoyed a different degree.. of 
religious light. For to have left the object3 of )iis 
creative bounty without the guidance of revealed 
communication, at a time when their inexp^iii^Aq^ 
stood so much in need of assisting admoi^ilii^ 
would have been inconsistent with the goodness^ f^ 
the gracious Creator, and contradictory to tbefi^fh 
logics of that divine nature, which to the heathon^ 
at a later period, remote from intercourse with i t^i^ 
chosen people and unacquainted with their .la^j 
"left not itself without witness*." That i^poipt 
of fact God did not leave the patriarchs without; 
knowledge of himself, is evident from the first qf 
the five books of Moses, which supplies us with 
their history : for this records numerous ii^stan^^, 
of God's personal communication with the pajt^^n 
archs, and various directions which, on special OCf- 
casions, he gave them respecting their moraLdutl^c^ 
and their religious services* A state, so v^ry peci^ 
liar as that in which men at the infancy of ^h^ 
world were placed, required religious cominnnica? 
tion in very different modes, and admitted it only, 
within degrees different from those of. the. Jewish, 
c^ Christian Scriptures : and in the Book qf ll^ener 

• Actsxiv. 17. 
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sifi these comtnunications are disclosed to us. Bjr 
this we ascertain the existence, in addition to the 
Levitical or Jewish and Christian dispensations, of 
an earlier and different providential administration 
of the world. This is called the Patriarchal Dis- 
pensation. 

But are we to say that the Lord is changeable in 
his will, and wavering in his wisdom ; he whom 
the Apostle describes as ** the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of tom- 
i^«rp»» "The Lord by wisdom hath fomided the 
earth; by wisdom hAth he established the heavens^:** 
and'can anything be discovered in either, which, after 
trial, was found to require a revision ? Could any of 
the dwellers in either have embarrassed his systems, 
and forced on him a change in his counsels ? No : 
Ais would have been to set the imperfection of 
the creature above the perfection in power and wis- 
dom of the great Creator. The little plans of the 
children of men may be deranged, and their counsels 
m^y be confounded ; but who can disturb the systems 
of Him who made all things, and knoweth all their 
powers and their possibilities of action ? Man may 
be ignorant, he may be inattentive, he may forget — 
not so the God of knowledge: if at one time his 
system is different from what it was at another, it 
is 'at all times that which was fittest for its pur- 
poses, the best which man in the exercise of that 
fr^ lArill which has been permitted him would, 

' James i. 1 7. * Prov. iii. 1 9. 
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under existing circumstances, receive. When the 
first was ordered, the second was in contemplation, 
to be at its proper season introduced: for ^^ known 
unto God are all his ways from the beginning* ;" 
and what was done in time was determined on from 
eternity. But though the counsels of the Lord 
admit no change, man in his collective as in his indi- 
vidual capacity, we know to be variable and capri- 
cious. The individual is unsteady in his will, and 
fickle in his taste ; the collective body has its pas^ 
sions also, the nation its peculiar character. Im- 
provements in civilization and advance in know*- 
ledge, make diflferences in the human state little 
short of its diflference from the inferior classes of 
animated nature. The growth of society is like 
the growth of the individual ; and the modes of 
treatment which would be proper for the infant 
would be utterly inapplicable in the adult state. 
Where arts necessary almost for human life were 
but in a course of slowly-progressive invention; 
where tribes subsisted by following the beasts of 
the field ; where intercourse was limited, habitations 
remote, and professional divisions unknown, — no 
person will say that the same should be the modes 
of institution, the same the paths for man to walk 
in, as those which were fitted for higher degrees of 
civilization and greater facilities of communicating. 
God, who sees all things as they are, adapts his in- 
structions, as far as may be consistent with his 

Acts XV. 18. 
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justice and his goodness^ to the existing state of 
society on earth at the time when they are deli- 
vered ; and the changes he may thus make^ give 
the strongest attestation to his wisdom. And 
though we might not have been able antecedently 
to have stated how many years should have elapsed 
before any former dispensation should have given 
place .to a subsequent (^^ it is not for us to know 
the times and the seasons which the Father hath 
put in his own power*"), yet when such new dispen- 
sations have been introduced, we can easily discover 
satisfactory reasons to account for the time of their 
introduction. When Egypt was celebrated for 
learning, and when its idolatrous superstitions were 
at the height, then did God call from a residence 
in that land the people whom he designed to place 
under his Levitical law ; and there did he perform 
that series of wonders by which he brought Israel 
from the house of bondage to give him a settle* 
ment in the promised land. When learning had 
attained a more general diffusion, and when the 
Romans had connected the several states of the 
then known world in the union of their general 
dominion, the Christian dispensation, at a period 
when its pretensions could with more accuracy be 
scrutinized, and its knowledge be more extensively 
diffused, was laid open to the world. 

On the patriarchal dispensation, a good deal has 
been already said in the series of these discourses, 

• Acts i. 17. 
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as it was developed in connection with jthe events 
recorded in the earlier history of the world, and 
as it was unfolded in a knowledge given from the 
Deity^ of himself and of his will, to those faithful 
men on whose characters we had been descanting. 
For this occasional and personal communication was 
the mode in which for a long time the knowledge 
of divine things was promulgated on earth, and is 
one great peculiarity of the patriarchal dispensation. 
It was not delivered in the form of a regular col- 
lection of moral precepts, or a digested system of 
theological doctrines. It was only when called for 
by the occasion, that some UQCcssary direction 
was given for man's guidance : it was only by its 
being incontestably established by important oc- 
currences, that some doctrinal position respecting 
the attributes or the administration of Providence 
was impressed. And in this respect we see how 
different its mode of communication was from that 
of the other dispensations. Our Lord when on 
earth preached at times to assembled multitudes, 
and conunanded his apostles to preach to all nations ; 
and Moses delivered the law from God to the whole 
assembly of the children of Israel ; whereas in the 
dispensation which preceded the Mosaic, the com- 
munications were made at different, often distant 
periods, and to different individuals honoured with 
especial favour, and separated often from those who 
dwelt around them. Of these communications also, 
8omc were to be transmitted to the world ; while 
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Others were solely for the individuals themselves. 
Thus the institution of sacrifices after Adam^s fall 
must have been of the first sort^ for we find it known 
directly to his sons^ and the rite in general usage 
at an early period ; and Noah was " a preacher 
of righteousness*" during the hundred-and-twenty 
years while the ark was in building. Whereas to 
Isaac^ and to Jacob, and to Joseph, revelations were 
made, which at the time related solely to themselves, 
to keep them zealous in the service of the Lord, 
and steadfast in the faith : and Abraham was called 
from the land of his people before the several dis- 
coveries of the covenant of mercy with which this 
father of the faithful was honoured were imparted 
to him. He was removed from the place where 
his personal influence would have been most ef- 
fectual, that God might be all in all. 

The patriarchal was a dispensation of benevo- 
lence from the father to the children of his love ; it 
was a dispensation of power to support their weak- 
ness, and wisdom to direct their inexperience. God 
dealt with the patriarchs as a man doth with his friend : 
Noah walked with him: Enoch was translated by 
him that he should not see death: He hearkened 
unto Abraham, pleading for the guilty city. And 
in like manner bur Lord, with benevolence revived 
and increased in the Christian dispensation, says 
. to those who followed him in his ministry : " Hence- 
forth I call you not servants ; for the servant know- 

• 2 Peter ii. 5. 
T 
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etb not what his lord doeth : but I have called you 
friends ; for all things that I have heard of my Father 
I have made known unto you"^." And to you^ my be-* 
loved brethren, I would say, despair not you of the 
friendship of the Lord and of his Son Jesus Christ : 
for the same that he was in those days, the same he 
is now, and the same will he be for ever. ^' He trans- 
lated Enoch, being an example of repentance to all 
generations^;*' Noah walked with him, for he "be- 
came heir of the righteousness which is by faith ^r** 
Abraham, for faith which was counted to him for 
righteousness, and for obedience that withheld not 
from him the sacrifice of what was dearest to his af«- 
fections, was called his friend. Our Lord also assigns 
the condition of his friendship for his Apostles : 
" Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you^." Then, my beloved brethren, if you will 
keep his commandments, if you will have faith in 
his promises, if you will give up that friendship 
with the world, which is enmity with God,-*— know 
that for you also, as for his friends, the Lord Jesus 
hath shown the greatness of his love in " laying 
down his life for you*^:" and rqoice to be tcdd, that 
he who " is high above all nations, and whose glory is 
above the heavens, still humbleth himself to behpld 
the things that are in heaven, and in the earthV 

Thus the peculiarities of the patriarchal dispen- 
sation appear to have h^ their origin in the pecu- 

• John XV. 15. * Ecclus. xliv. 16. * Heb. xi. 7. 

•* John XV. 1 4. • Vide John xv. 1 3. f Vide Ps. cxiii. 4, 6. 
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liar state of the earliest inhabitantB of the ^atth^ 
and ill the loving-kindness of their bounteous 
Creator making every gracious accommodation to 
their wants^ their feelings, and their capacities. 
When his image in man was debased by sin, and 
when ^^chembims and a flaming sword*** were 
placed to keep Adam for ever at distance from 
the abode of his innocence, yet even then the mer- 
ciful Father left not his froward child without com^ 
fort ; and the promise of the seed of the woman, 
which was to bruise the serpent's head, was given 
to encourage his repentance, and to keep alive his 
hope. This promise is the key which opens the 
true explanation of much of the patriarchal Scrips 
ture, by the covenants renewed with Noah and 
with Abraham, and by the blessings on Isaac and 
oa Jacob, marking out to posterity the family in 
which the Messiah, the promised seed, should have 
his descent ascertained. With this purpose of 
mercy, the gracious modes of Grod's communicating 
with the patriarchs are in perfect and endearing 
accordance; The Lord was king over the Jews, 
but he was the friend to the patriarchs. His voice 
was known fiftmiharly to their ear, forbidding what 
would injure, disclosing what would illuminate. 
His miessenger of the covenant, the angel of the 
Lord, was in their difiiculties often fotmd at their 
side, by visions, by dreams/ and by suggestion, to 
counsel and to protect. Man's - religious know- 

• Gen. iii. J84, 
T 2 
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ledge thus came to him by modes of as ea»y com*- 
prehensioii as that with whieh his senses suppUed 
Inm. ' ^ Ood revealed as much as he thought neces- 
sary for man to know; and the patriarchs^ in 'the 
iextended duration of their lives^ gave it a wide cir- 
culation. They testified to what they heard^ and they 
prored it by the world around them : ^^ the heavens 
declared the glory of 6od^ and the firmament 
showed his handy work V The numerous detmls 
of ceremonial observances and moral adjustment, 
so perfectly suited to the Levitical oeconomy^ would 
have been a burthen which the patriarchs would 
not have been able to bear : and the spiritual nature 
of the Oospel morality required for its comprehen- 
sion a separation of what was intellectual from what 
Was sensible ; an abstraction to which the earlier 
i^es of society wereu not adequate. The Apostle 
Paul marks a distinction among his Oentile converts^ 
which made a variety in the matter and mode -^of 
his instructions to them for a time necessary. 
^ I have fed you," he says to the Corinthians, "with 
milk, and not with meat : for hitherto je were not 
abl0 td bear it, neither yet now are ye able**." He 
-would mark a distinction, as he elsewhere eiqplsttiis 
it, between such as were unskilfol or had no expe- 
trience in the word of righteousness and so were 
babes in Christ, and those who were of full and 
perfect age, even those- who by reason of use or 
babit had their senses exercised to discern both 

• Psalm, xix. I. >> I Cor. iii. 2. 



good and evil^. This distis/etion^ of which the 
justice and propriety are obvious^ may explain^ .faUy 
why the patriarchal dispensation: wa& so differenft 
from the Christian. ., >; ^ i 

But though to the patriarchs smaller poi!tions 
only of Grod's revealed knowledge w$te thus QC^ 
casionally communicated, yet on oompacison. we 
£nd them in theological knowledge greatly superior 
to all the other dwellers on earth. For aM that wf^ 
true in the religious systems of the heathen nations 
was derived from this source, by dispersions of an 
overflowing population^ or migration of some who 
had been in the patriarchal communication ; while 
what was false was superadded by the interests of 
priestcraft, the vanity of philosophy, or the artifioes 
of statesmen working on the superstition:, of va 
carnal populace. The patriarchs saw in God .tib^ 
one Creator of the universe, the self-^existent, aivd 
independent First Cause of all that exists, th^e Go- 
vernor by a general and particular administratipti 
of superintending power over all that lives^ the 
Judge of all the earth. They acknowledged him t^ 
Almighty,^ the everiasting God, wise to ior^tell 
events that »were to come, looking with gracet on 
those who were just, and separating Ae righteous 
from the wicked in tie day of the burning. They 
were taught to worship him with hallowed: servicer, 
to put all strange gods from among, them, to offer 
prayers for, his protection, to avoid strife, to fot- 

* Vide Heb.v. 12,13, 14. 
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give injury, to abhor the taking the life of any, to 
restrain anger, and to bring up children and house- 
holds that they should keep the way of the Lord, 
and do justice and judgement. No pagan code can 
compare with theirs, for truth or for plainness. 
The boasted sages of Greece and Rome, who lived 
many years after the end of this dispensation, 
looked on without emotion, and without an attempt 
at a reform, while the religion of their country 
wandered from the simpUcity of its patriarchal 
original, and enlarged itself in number and in 
species of objects of worship, to the widest extent 
of human absurdity, and the most ruinous influ- 
ence on the morals of the people. If natural re- 
Ugion in the pages of modem phUosophy present, 
itself in a more imposing light, it is because it has 
had recourse to the pages of God's revealed Scrip* 
ture, thence to steal a system, and then to malign 
what has supplied it. In the ancient world natural 
religion was among the heathens polytheism and 
idolatry ; and while the learned Egyptians were cla* 
morons in their divine honours paid to the bull or 
the crocodile, their Hebrew slaves were paying de- 
vout adoration to the God of the patriarchs, and 
looking for the coming of that Messiah in whom 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. 

The three dispensations, all proceeding from the 
same directing mind, might be expected to have 
much in common to them all. When, in process 
of time, changes in the condition of human life 
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and the systems of society gave occasion to the 
introduction of new means, by which Providence 
might think fit to carry on the great objects of his 
administration ; when a new dispensation was to 
supersede a former, which had acc(nnplished its 
purpose, and was now less fitted to promote the 
general views of the great Governor of the universe, 
— there yet existed no reason for repealing every 
thing that in the former dispensation had been 
communicated: on the contrary, the familiarity 
which such communications might have acquired 
would, where no specific reason occurred for set- 
ting them aside, be most useful, for the more ready 
introduction of the new dispensation by which they 
should be modified, explained, or extended. Thus 
the distinction of beasts, clean and unclean, for the 
purpose of burnt-offering in the time of Noah, and 
in general the institution and usage of piacular 
sacrifice in the patriarchal dispensation, gava a 
recommending introduction to the more precise 
and elaborate instructions as to sacrificial rites 
in the Levitical law. And the reason assigned in 
the second chapter of Genesis for the first s^qpoint- 
ment of a seventh day, which God Uessed and 
sanctified, " because that on the seventh day God 
had rested from all his work which Grod created 
and made%" (maintained, as the usage appears to 
have been, by a known system of weeks of seven 
days each,) gives it a claim on Christian observance, 

* Gen. ii. S. 
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wbich those who go no farther back than to the 
giving of the- Mosaic law overlook. Remote 
though the patriarchal dispensation may have been 
from die Christian, there are yet many circum- 
fitances which mark their affinity; and the one par- 
ticular of wiwersality belonging to each^ makes 
such a distinction between eadi of them and the 
Levittcal, that a person at the present day reading 
the latter half of the Book of Genesis^ will find 
himself engaged in perusing the history of a world 
much less different from that in which he lives^than 
if he had taken up parts of the books of Kings or 
Chronicles, which treat of events and characters a 
thousand years later. 

But the three dispensations together, devised in 
the wisdom of the same intelligent Instructor, and 
sanctioned by the authority of the same gracious 
and all-powerful Governor, form one consistent and 
banmonious whole : and the parts differ only ac- 
cording as the different state of the moral smd so- 
cial world would at different times make necessary 
a diversity in the means, by which the grand 
purpOf^ might most effectually be promoted. An- 
tecedent to that in which this purpose should at 
(the last be fully developed, dispensations in various 
degrees disclosing this, and by a varied moral 
idiscipline preparing for comprehending and re- 
ceiving it, might naturally be expected to be at- 
tended with advantage : that they actually were so, 
could nothing further be advanced in proof of this. 



is sirificiently established by their haviii^ 'ibeen 
adopted by the AU-wise. And hone liviiig xmdev 
a less perfect one had any right to ocmipkiiti; >that 
he was placed in a state of comparative dirkness 
as to spiritual information^ when< he^ is^^assmred 
that by the merciful Judge of all men the pecfovm-' 
ance of each will be ^^ accepted^ according to that 
which a man hath^ and not according to that wfaick 
he hath not*." We find inequalities in every part 
of the natural world : we find graduated progress 
in the social world: — and would we listen • to the 
boy complaining that he is not yet aman^ or the 
servant that he is not a master ? Shall the worm 
complain that it cannot fly? or the gnat tha;t it 
hath not the strength of the lion ? In harmonious 
analogy are the*systems of the Deity in the worids 
of nature and of grace ; and for that measure alone 
of spiritual blessing which is vouchsafed to him^ 
is each held ^o be accountable. These measures^ 
under the different dispensations^ are by the aiv 
rangement of Providence different : even were 
this not the case, were all men born under the 
same religious system^ the after progress of < indi- 
viduals would yet be various. Diversities in tOTI- 
per, health, and bodily constitution ; differences^ in 
education and means of improvement ; difference 
in powers of the understanding ; different lengths of 
their ages, — ^would place them in comparative state, 
as to religion, perhaps as different as they ^ are under 

'»^Cor. viii. 1^ ^ 
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the different dispensations in which they were bom. 
Remove all the circumstances which cause these 
differences ; and instead of the world which subsists 
at present^ you make a new world : — but who will 
dare to pronounce that he has made a better one ? 

God has now^ my brethren^ closed the ministry 
of reconciliation, and in his final dispensation made 
known to the world ^' the Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord^." The patriarchal dispensation was the 
promise of him ; the Levitical was the prophecy of 
him. The earliest pages of the Book of Grenesis 
made known the purpose of his coming, in the 
history of the fall of man, the corruption of human 
nature, and the introduction of death into the 
world: by the renewal of the promise the hope 
of him was revived in the patriarchs, and their 
faith in him was counted for righteousness. The 
Jews in their devotional ceremonies had types of 
him, and saw his sacrifice all through their law : 
their prophets declared (if the carnal minds of the 
people would have understood) the complications 
of his character, and taught (if their corrupt hearts 
would have admitted) the preparation for his king- 
dom. At the time appointed and foreshown, he 
appeared on earth : ^^ He came to his own, and his 
own received him not. But a^ many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name''.'* 
If, my beloved brethren, you would not reject that 

•Lukeii. 11. " John i. 11, U. 
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offer by which you may also become the sons of 
Grod, believe on his name. Follow the example of 
that faith which the patriarchs confessed ; believe 
on him for the testimony which the prophets bore 
to him; and believe on him for the works which 
he wrought, by which he fidfilled those prophecies. 
Know^ that on this faith, my beloved brethren, on 
your lively active faith in his sacrifice^ and in his 
promises, rooted firmly in your hearts and showing 
its fruits in your lives, rests every hope of your 
salvation; — ^for to him who inquired what he should 
do to be saved, the answer was, ^^ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house*." 

* Acts xvi. 31. 
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SERMON XV. 

(Fourth Sunday after Easter.) 
THE LEVITICAL DISPENSATION. 



Psalm cxlvii. ver. 19, 20.* 

*'j^(^ showeth his word unto Jacob: his statutes and ordinances 
unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation : neither 
have the heathen knowledge of his laws" 

Setween the patriarchal dispensation and the 
Christian^ the Levitical or Jewish dispensation 
has an intermediate place. With the first it is 
connected^ as introduced hy it^ as holding fast its 
revelations^ recording its promises^ and referring 
to its characters : with the latter^ as furnishing the 
proo& by which it should be ascertained^ as prefigure 
ing its nature and preparing for its reception. The 
Old Testament^ from one of the early chapters of 
Exodus even to the end of the prophetic pagea^ 
contains the record of the Levitical dispensation t 
the phrase, the law and the prophets, is its general 
designation in the New. 

In the Book of Genesis we have an account of 
the origin of sin by the transgression of our fiirst 
parents, and of its increase among their corrupt 

" Version, in the Prayer-book. 
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descendants to such a degree, that the Lord sum- 
moned a general deluge to lay waste the land, and 
to leave but a single family to perpetuate the me- 
mory of the destruction with which, in his justice, 
he had visited a world of sinners. Soon however 
was the wholesome remembrance of this punish- 
ment chased away, and even from the family which 
had been • thus miraculously delivered, gratitude 
soon fled. And when ^ every imagination of the 
thought of men's hearts was only evil continually**', 
and when the service of God was mixed with that 
of fictitious divinities and senseless idols, it pleased 
the Lord to withdraw himself from communion 
with imaginations which were vain and foolish; and 
hearts that were darkened and depraved, and to sepa- 
rate for himself a people, which should walk in his 
paths, which should abide under his guidance, and 
in whose holiness he should have delight. A new 
system of providential administration was intro 
duced on earth, and a single nation was ordained 
to keep alive the remembrance of his dealings with 
the children of men from the creation of the worlds 
and to preserve the records of his promised mercy 
until the season should arrive for their accomplish- 
ment by the birth of his Messiah. No one o£ the 
impure and carnal nations of idolaters then scat- 
tered over the earth, who had so manyi vicious ha- 
bits to be reformed, and bo many erroneous opi- 
nions in religion to be rectified, seemed suited to 

• Gen. vi. 5. 
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the Lord's purpose ; and he proceeded by institutioii 
and instruction to form a new nation : and the God 
of glory called Abraham from the land of the Chal- 
deans by a special summons to be its founder. To 
him were the promises made^ ^^ I will make of thee 
a great nation ; and I will bless thee^ and make thy 
name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing : and I 
will bless them that bless thee^ and curse him that 
curseth thee ; and in thee shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed ^'' The former words contain 
a promise^ that from Abraham was to be bom that 
new nation which the Lord was to raise up : but 
the last words go beyond any one nation^ even to 
all the families of the earthy and declare that the 
Redeemer of the world was in the flesh to be de- 
scended from him. For this we have the authority 
of the Psalms^ and prophets^ in the Old Testa* 
ment making the application ; and in the New we 
have the authority of St. Peter in his public address 
to the people^, and of St. Paul in more than one 
of his Epistles ^ After decisive proofs of Abra- 
ham's faith^ and sundry difficult trials of * his obe* 
dience, the promises were more than once renewed 
to him ; and the line of his posterity through Isaaci 
(as afterwards through Jacobs) was pointed out as 
that by which they were to be transmitted. The land 
of Canaan was also specified as that land which the 
chosen nation to descend from him was to possess ; 

» Gen. xii. 2, 3. ^ Ps. Ixxii. 17. " Jer. iv. 2. 

^ Acts iii. 25, * Gal, iii. 8 ; and Heb. xi. 
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and a period of four hundred years that was to in- 
tervene, during which they were to be evil<-entreated 
in bondage in a foreign land, was distinctly fore- 
tdid. After four hundred years, accordingly, we 
find that Moses led forth the children of Israel 
from their bondage under their task-masters in 
Egypt ; and Joshua, the appointed successor to 
Moses, planted them in the promised land. 

The Jewish dispensation thus connected with 
the patriarchal, has an equally evident connection 
with the Christian. That it could not itself be the 
final dispensation appears from this, that it obvi- 
ously narrows the extent of that which had pre- 
ceded it : for it addresses itself solely to one nation, 
keeping its appropriate objects and state directly 
in view, and prescribing ordinances which could by 
no possibility be extended universally. Something 
ulterior must therefore be looked for, and all the 
parts of the system may be expected to conduce 
towards this : for it would be quite impossible to 
conceive that He whose wisdom and goodness fi'amed 
the system, and whose powerful will brought every 
part of it into execution, should have given pro- 
mises in the first part, the accompUshment of which 
should be the great object of the third, which yet 
should be wholly omitted, as if forgotten, in the in- 
termediate one. The Jewish dispensation takes 
up the promise to Abraham, " that the Lord would 
make of him a great nation*;'* and the Jewish 

Gen. xii. £. 
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Scriptures give in detail the origin and progress of 
that nation^ its prosperity, its degradation, and its 
revival : — and could we suppose that these Scrip- 
tures should be silent as to that other promise 
made to Abraham, that in ^^ his seed should all the 
nations of the earth be blessed^ ?*' Could we sup- 
pose that the promise relating to that which was 
temporal should be elaborately displayed all through 
its pages, and the promise relating to that which 
was spiritual should be altogether overlooked by it ? 
a promise in excellence and importance as much 
superior to the other, as eternity exceeds time, or 
the world is larger than Judea ? No : what is writ- 
ten by the inspiration of God does not thus post- 
pone the greater to the lesser, or magnify the 
means beyond the end. That seed of the woman 
it acknowledges to be Christ ; and the New Scrip- 
tures which disclose to us his grand and final dis- 
pensation, show us where we may find him also 
throughout the Old. Detached parts in many of 
the Christian Scriptures take up the argument ; but 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, from the very begin- 
ning to the end, is engaged in showing that the 
Jewish ritual was a faint pattern and type of the 
Christian ceconomy, and a prophetic intimation of 
that which was reserved to be brought forward at 
the coming of the Messiah, in value far beyond the 
law, in dignity transcendant, in duration infinite. 
The services of the law were ^^ a shadow of things 

■ Gen. xii. 3. 



Ap.come: but the body k of ^ Chffist^'', FiKONfk^ibe 
jiropbet £8aiaB our Lord read aloud iu the;iisymr 
gog]«e A passage, descriptive of the character of the 
Messiah, which he appropriated to hiiofidif : and 
the Evangelists in their narratives brought together 
from different parts of the Old Scriptures a body 
of. testimony illustrative and prophetic^ of the 
New. The connection of the two dispensations 
could by no possible means be with more cer^ 
tainty and more clearness established than by th^ 
declarations of our Lord, and by quotations made 
by those who wrote under the influence of the 
Spirit of truth. 

The Jewish dispensation may be said to hay^ 
two leading objects in view, to the. accomplishment 
of one or other of which all its regulations may be 
referred. The first is. To establish in the firm her 
Urfofthe nation the eadstence of one Gody independ" 
ent and self -exis tent ^ spiritual and good, the Cre(tiov 
of all that is in heaven and earth, the providentiaj 
disposer and preserver of all things. The second isj^ 
To keep in the faithful remenibrarkce of the people^ 
without corrupting^ without adding to, and without 
diminishing, the promises of the Messiah which had 
deen delivered to the fathers: thus to exhibit pipre 
clearly the character and marks of him to whom^ those 
promises belonged, and to prepare men's hearts mor^ 
readily to receive him in whom all the nations of 
the. earth should be blessed. In respect to the fiyrt 

» Col. ii. 17. / 

U 
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of these, it is connected with the dispensation which 
preceded it ; for from thence it has those stupen- 
dous memorials of God's power and his wisdom^ 
the records of the creation and the deluge^ together 
with the various communications which he made 
of himself to the patriarchs. The second, deriving 
indeed the promises from the same source, con* 
nects itself with the dispensation which follows, as 
it brings forward the testimonials as to the charac* 
ters which Christ was to sustain, and the prophe- 
cies by fulfiUing which he was to be known. The 
importance of these two objects will claim a dis- 
tinct discourse for each : much is still to be noted 
generally on the Levi deal system, which will fur- 
nish important matter for what remains of this. 

Superseding, as it was intended to do, a dispen- 
sation acknowledged to be divine, it was necessary 
that it should be introduced with proofs which 
should fully establish that it also was a divine dis- 
pensation. And such are to be found in the differ- 
ent conversations which the Lord had with Moses 
and Aaron before the departure from the land of 
Egypt, and in the miracles wrought by them in the 
presence of Pharaoh and his court. But above 
the rest, the death of the first-bom and the destruc- 
tion of Pharaoh's host at the Red Sea ; while they 
gave to every house in Egypt, and over all the 
country round from which its armies were levied, 
an affecting testimony that the God of the He- 
brews had a power which none could oppose ; so 
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did they prove to the Hebrews themselves that the 
God of their fathers was now coming forward to 
extend to them his powerful protection^ and to 
take them under his gracious guidance. And when 
the law was actually given, could they have a doubt 
on their minds who was the giver of it ? Must 
not every one of them who witnessed the awful de- 
livery of the law, have been fully persuaded that it 
was the will of that Almighty Ruler, whom their 
&thers and they their descendants had been wor- 
shiping ; and that where it differed from that law 
under which they had acted before, this was in- 
tended to supersede it ? They could not have been 
deceived in thinking that they saw lightnings and 
smoke from Mount Sinai ascending as the smoke 
of a furnace, if no such appearances presented 
themselves to their senses. When Moses tells 
them that it was the Lord who spake unto them 
out of the midst of the fire, he could not have been 
guilty of mis-statement. When the mountain burned 
with fire unto the midst of heaven with darkness, 
clouds, and thick darkness, could the voice that 
they heard issuing from the flame have been the 
voice of a mortal ? If any will say that all this was 
a deception on the senses of the whole people of 
Israel, he is bound to show how such deception 
could have been brought about; and he is bound 
also to show whence the law was really derived, at 
what period it began to be received, and in what 
manner its reception was establisihed among the 

u 2 
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Israelites. Difficulties innumerable press every 
supposition which would attempt to weaken the 
testimony of Moses and to contradict the divinity 
of the law. 

Without going into the nature and injunctions 
of the laws themselves, there is one circumstance 
respecting them which should be noted here, as 
completely establishing their divinity. It is this ; 
that the sanctions held out by Moses, the rewards 
promised for the observance, and the punishments 
denounced against the violation of the laws, are 
such as the Deity alone could securely promise, 
being such as the Deity alone could with certainty 
bring about. Not only a general providence over 
the state, but a particular providence over every 
member of it, is represented all through the Mosaic 
code as in perpetual operation, dealing out to the 
state temporal prosperity or depression, and to in- 
dividuals advantages in the goods of this life or their 
opposites, in the exact proportion of their obedi- 
ence or transgression. Moses, addressing himself 
to the nation, says : " And it shall come to pass, if 
thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his com- 
mandments which I command thee this day, that 
the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all 
nations of the earth*." "The Lord shall cause 
thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten 
before thy face''." "The Lord shall command the 

* Deut. xxviii. 1 . ^ Deut. xxviii. 7. 
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blessing upon thee in thy store-houses, and in all that 
thou settest thine hand unto ; and he shall bless thee 
in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee *." 
^^ But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to 
do all his commandments, the Lord shall send upon 
thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou 
settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be de- 
stroyed, and thou perish quickly**.'* "The Lord 
shall cause thee to be smitten before thine ene- 
mies ^." " The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, 
shall a nation that thou knowest not eat up^." " And 
thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and 
a by-word among all nations whither the Lord 
shall lead thee®." These are a part of the sanc- 
tions of the law as addressed to the community : 
the same are in a subsequent chapter brought to 
the home of the individual ; for the lawgiver says : 
'* Lest there should be among you man, or woman, 
or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this 
day from the Lord our God, to go and serve 
the gods of these nations : and it shall come to 
pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that 
he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have 
peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenness to thirst : the Lord will 
not spare him, but then the anger of the Lord and 
his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all the 
curses that are written in this book shall lie upon 

» Deut. xxviii. 8. ** Deut. xxViii,15, 20. * ^Deut. xxviii. 25, 
^ Deut. xxviii. 33. ' Deut. xxviii. 37. 
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him^ and the Lord shall blot out his name from under 
heaven*.'' The sanctions we see, (whatever Moses 
might himself have believed of an eternal life after 
death, and of a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments,) the promises and the threatenings which he 
held out to the Israelites, all related to this life and its 
objects : but what human lawgiver would have thus 
committed himself, by engaging for the regular dis* 
pensation of that over which he had no power? Take, 
for example, the commandfor the sabbatical year; and 
what human lawgiver would have said \o his people^ 
^^ Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years 
thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the 
fruit thereof ; but in the seventh year shall be a 
sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the 
Lord : thou shalt neither sow thy field nor prune 
thy vineyard''.*' Who could engage for the support 
of the people on that seventh year by the spontar- 
neous produce of the earth, but He who rules over 
the seasons, and by whom the earth gives its plenty 
or withholds it. 

And what is the whole subsequent history all 
through the Old Testament, but one grand experi- 
ment of the Mosaic law, in action under various 
circumstances, and the sanctions of prosperity and 
adversity following regularly the obedience of the 
people, ortheir opposition to it? The journey through 
the wilderness ; what was it but one continued mira- 
cle, wrought by him whom the Jews were bound, to 
worship and to obey; while the stubbornness of their 

"* Deut. xxix. 18, &€• * Lev. xxv. 3, 4. • 
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self-will and the hardness of their hearts made every 
instance of his gracious protection no less an act 
of forgiveness and of mercy than a display of power. 
When brought into the promised land^ the same 
system of gracious protection was continued. On 
one occasion the sun stood stilly to give time for 
them to effect their purposes; at another^ the 
flow of the river was stopped to give tkem a pas- 
sage. In the language of, the prophetess^ "they 
fought from heaven ; the stars in their courses 
fought for Israel*.'* The Hebrews were employed 
as the ministers of divine vengeance to punish the 
idolatrous wickedness of the . Canaanites, and the 
Lord their God was their King; We believe, indeed^ 
that over every state, and over every individual, the 
Lord exercises his providential care ; but pre- 
eminently,and in amanner differingfroxn every other 
government known at any time upon the earthy 
was the Lord's government of the children of 
Israel. It was a theocracy : by all the rights by 
which an earthly monarch could claim sovereignty 
over his people, by all these, superadded to the 
titles by Godhead and by Creation, the Lord was 
King over Israel. He was the founder of their 
state : when they were Pharaoh's bqndmen, he, de- 
livered them from oppression, and driving out na- 
tions more ,'powerful than they, he planted them in 
the promised land : of that land he was the pro- 
prietor, and he divided among them the inheritance 

' Judges V. 20. 
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according to his pleasure : under his guidance of 
their armies^ mighty hosts fled discomfited before 
them^ and the walls of fenced cities fell at the sound 
of their trumpets. By Moses^ interpreter between 
the Lord^ and his people^ he gave them a body of 
laws; and the people^ in convocation, with free 
consent bound themselves to keep his statutes, 
and to bear him allegiance. As long as they 
were faithful to their covenant, he engaged to bless 
them with his peculiar protection ; to give them 
plenteousness in every work of their hands, and to 
establish them a holy people unto himself : but if 
they failed in their observance of his statutes, then 
was he to bring upon them cursing, vexation, and 
rebuke ; and they were to become an astonishment, 
a proverb, and a by-word among the nations. He 
distributed justice, deciding difficult points some- 
times by oracles (in which a direct appeal was made 
to himself), but in general administering the 
Mosaic code by judges, known among their tribes, 
wise men and men of understanding, sitting in the 
place of God. These he made rulers over the 
people*; but still the judgement was God's ^ : 
and though after a time the children of Israel 
would in their wickedness have, like the nations 
around them, a temporal king to reign over them, 
yet was the government still a theocracy. Their 
kings had no power to rescind any of the lawB 
which God had given them, but were bound ^ to 

» Vide Deut. i. 13. " Vide Deut. i. 17. 
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read therein all the days of their life*.'' None 
could hold the regal office but he whom the Lord 
should choose ^ ; and he was anointed by a prophet 
or priest of the Lord. The kings of the Israelites 
were, therefore, but viceroys under him, receiving 
on important occasions especial commissions with 
instructions from him, and rebuked often when 
they transgressed, by his prophets sent to recall 
them to their duty, or to denounce their punish- 
ment. 

But a constitution so singular, and events so ex- 
traordinary, the sceptic cannot reconcile to what 
he calls the voice of natural reason and general 
experience. To general experience it is admitted he 
cannot; for it was a part of the system under which 
it was constituted, that nothing like to it should be 
found in any other nation on the earth. It had 
been foretold of Israel, that " the people shall dwell 
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the na- 
tions*^.'* And has not the Lord of all the earth, the 
Ruler of all the nations, power to do in any one 
of them a new thing, to give to it miraculous 
protection, to make a people for himself, effectual 
for his purposes ? purposes, on which natural rea* 
son may not have been sufficiently enlightened 
to pronounce its peremptory judgement, and of 
course is unable to decide on the best meai^s by 
which they may be accomplished ? When evi- 
dence is laid before it that the work is the Lofd's 

* Deut. xvii, 18, 19. ^ Vide Deut. xvii. 15. « Numb, xxiii.9. 
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(and what stronger evidence can there be of this 
than that the work is miraculous), the weakness of 
human nature has but to acquiesce in its wisdom. 
The sceptic believes what he reads in the pages of the 
Greek and Roman. historians, and he looks in them 
perhaps for similar and concurrent testimonies to 
confirm and to illustrate the Jewish ; forgetting that 
the most ancient of those whose works have come 
down to us were more than one thousand yearci 
later than Moses, and that the Romans had scarcely 
begun to be a people when the empire of Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed by the Assyrians, and the whole 
nation brought into captivity. If he wants what 
may gain credit to the extraordinary pa^iiculars of 
the ancient history of the Jews, I would refer him 
to the place which they hold in modem history. 
The state of the Jews at the present day, and the 
same has it been for more than seventeen cen- 
turies, is a standing miracle in exhibition before 
the eyes of the whole world. Does their ancient 
history show any thing more extraordinary than 
this ? ^^ Scattered among all people, from one end 
of the earth even unto the other*;" yet among 
these nations ^^ finding no ease," but in many of 
them ^^ fearing day and night, and having none 
assurance of their life," yet continuing to dwell 
among them, — is there any thing analogous to 
this in the history of any other nation on the 
earth ? Subsisting every where as a distinct people^ 

* Deut. xxviiii 64, 65, 66. 
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yet without exktence any where as a nation, they 
prove the truth of the Old Scripture y which in nu- 
merous prophecies, even from the time of Moseis, 
foretold in dipect terms their present extraordinary 
condition ; while they bear reluctant testimony to 
the fects of the Nexv ; and by their punishment 
show the divinity of Him, for whose death on the 
cross their present condition has been a measure 
of just retribution. 

The language of a vain and arrogant philosophy 
would tell you, that it was improbable that the 
Deity should have wasted a great apparatus of mi- 
racles on a single and obscure nation ; and that it 
is inconsistent with the equal justice of the Ruler of 
all, to have shown a favouritism towards the Jews 
which they appear to have so ill deserved. To 
those who frofn their imagined measures of the 
divine attributes presume to argue against the sy- 
stem, of which they can yet know but a part, we 
may answer, that to suppose the taking of this 
one nation under the peculiar management of 6od*8 
providence was for purposes affecting that natioti 
alone, is altogether an unfounded assumption ; and 
that among the motives •which induced the selec- 
tion of the Hebrews for the place which they filled, 
it is expressly denied that their own moral merits 
had any share. Impiety and idolatry had spread 
themselves over the earth ; and God did not think 
fitting again to resort to punishment of more* or 
less general extent, which in the deluge and the 
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destruction of the cities of the plain had produced 
but temporary and short-lived improvement. He 
determined to make a nation for himself^ which 
should amidst the general corruption testify the 
knowledge and support the worship of the true 
God, and should preserve the records of Him who 
was to restore a world of sinners to repentance and 
to life. To the patriarch Abraham, called from a 
land of idolaters, and proved then by many and 
severe trials — ^to him and to his descendants God 
committed and repeated the promises : and what 
nation was so well suited to be entrusted with cus- 
tody of these, until the coming of that great person 
to whose ministry they related, as the nation to 
which that family which had received the promises 
had enlarged itself ? That through them by conti- 
guity or casual intercourse, other nations must have 
acquired in part and indirectly the witness of the 
true God, can admit no doubt. The Egyptians 
could not soon have forgotten the destruction of 
their host at the Red Sea, or the plagues wherewith 
they had been smitten. Three hundred years after- 
wards we find the Philistines referring to these, as 
proving that the Lord fought for Israel*: and we 
find the terrors of the victories of the Israelites 
over the Amorites going in like manner before 
them into Jericho^. When "there came of all 
people to hear the wisdom of Solomon V' it is 
scarcely possible that the God whom Solomon wor- 

• 1 Sam. iv. 8. *» Vide Joshua ii. '^ 1 Kings iv. S4. 
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shiped could have remained wholly unknown to 
them. The colony which the king of Assyria set- 
tled in Samaria, employed by his direction *^ one 
of the priests whom they had carried away to teach 
them how they should fear the Lord*." And when 
we read in the decree of Nebuchadnezzar, enacted 
during the captivity in Babylon, that the God of 
Daniel " is the living God, and steadfast for ever, 
that he delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh 
signs and wonders in heaven and in earth ^ ;" and 
when we find Cyrus, in his proclamation for restor- 
ing the Jews to their own land, declaring that the 
Lord God of heaven and earth had given him all 
the kingdoms of the earth, and that he had charged 
him to build him a house at Jerusalem which is 
in Judah ; — are not these documents decisive evi- 
dence that the stranger as well as the Israelite ac- 
quired indirectly and in certain degree by the Jew- 
ish dispensation a knowledge that the Lord is God ? 
Look with reverence then, my beloved brethren, 
on the law which the Lord gave by his servant 
Moses to his chosen people, in wisdom and loving- 
kindness. But though its constitutions are com- 
posed in the perfection of divine wisdom, you are 
not therefore to deem it a law of perpetual and 
universal obligation : it was wise for the then ex- 
isting state of human society, and it was wise for 
the character of those for whose regulation it was 
primarily intended. And look to the history of 

* % Kings xrii. 28. " Dan. vi. 25, 26, 27. 
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the Jewish .people under the operation of this ]aw> 
with gratitude for the divine communication of 
that Scripture which has been given for our uses : 
for ^' all Scripture is given by inspiration of God^ 
and is profitable for doctrine^ for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for understanding .in righteousness V* 

But in accommodating the old Scripture to our 
uses, be apprised that certain cautions are neces- 
sary to make it profitable : that the object and the 
system should always be kept in view ; that the 
circumstances of time and country and climate^ 
of habits, employment, and opinions of the peo- 
ple, must often be taken into the estimate; that 
the whole of every transaction must be accurately 
gone over, and the whole of each character mi- 
nutely examined. Happily, my beloved brethren, 
we are in certain degree freed from any absolute 
necessity of such a laborious investigation of our 
duty : we are freed from the burthensome ceremo- 
nial of the Jewish law, and freed from the uncer- 
tainty of mixed and imperfect examples. We have 
easier modes of learning our duty : we ^^ are not . 
under the law, but under grace ''." To us has been 
given the gracious Gospel, of which the burthen is 
light : before us has been set a perfect pattern for 
our imitation, in the recorded life of the Lord Jesus, 
— 2i pattern as amiable and engaging, as it was 
pure and perfect. Thankftilly may we receive, de- 
voutly may we revere, thirt inestimable gift! — O 

• 2Tim.iii. 16. ^ Rom. yi. 14. 
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Lord ! who hast commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness^ grant us of thy grace that the light of 
thy Gospel may shine before men, to the setting 
forth of thy glory, and the leading us to the attain- 
ment of eternal life, through the merits of the Lord 
and Saviour, thy Son Jesus Christ. 
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SERMON XVI. : . "^ iJ 

(Fifth Sunday after Easter.) 

JEWISH DISPENSATION, AS KEEPING UP KNOW- 
LEDGE OF ONE GOD AND CREATOR. ' 

^ * 

Deuteronomy, Chap. iv. ver. 35. ''''^' 

** Unto thee it was showed, that thou mightest know that tlie Lord 
he is God ; there is none else besides him" - « " ^ 

■ «. 

Of the two leading objects of the Jewish difipeori 
sation, now to be more fully set forth and . exti 
plained, the first was, establishing in the firmbeli^ 
of the nation the existence of one God^ independent 
and self-existent, spiritual and good, the Creator ^ 
all that is in heaven and earth, the providential idiSf^ 
poser of all things by his directing wisdom, dndih^ 
protecting preserver of all his creatures : by his tiiki 
powerful will thus maintaining among a chosistfi 
people that sense of his sufficiency and of his nbity^ 
which should exclude the fictitious gods of heathen; 
superstition, and ordaining that hallowed WQrahij^ 
which should reject every species of their idQlah- 
trous services. - ; : i 

The explanation of the means by which this wm^ 
established shall be the business of this discoarfiifu> 
In the early part of the Book of Exodus wc read 
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that the Lord said to his servant Moses, ^^ Say unto 
the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will 
hring you out from under the burdens of the Egyp- 
tians, and I will rid you out of their bondage ; and 
LwiU redeem you with a stretched-out arm, and 
with great judgements. And I will take you to 
me for a people, and I will be to you a God*." 
And by the strength of his right hand did the Lord 
bring them out of the house of bondage. And 
when the children of Israel were collected at the 
foot of Mount Sinai, the Lord repeated his words 
to Moses, and commands him to say unto them : 
" If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
me above all people : for all the earth is mine : 
and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and 
an holy nation. And Moses came and called for 
the elders of the people, and laid before their faces 
all these words which the Lord commanded him. 
And all the people answered together, and said. All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do**.*' Then 
did the Lord, descending upon the Mount in fire 
amidst the thunders and lightning, while the smoke 
ascended and the mountain quaked beneath his 
presence, deliver the law which they had bound 
themselves to obey, — ^the ten commandments. By 
this covenant thus solemnly entered into, and after- 
wards confirmed by repeated acts of acquiescence 
on the part of the people, did they bind themselves 

• Exod. vi. 6, 7. ^ Exod. xix. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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to serve their God^ and not to bow do^n totkft 
gods of .the nations^ nor senre them^ nor di> after 
their works. And the Lord on his part prpiniscd 
to them, as long as they should continue to obey^ 
to bestow on them the blessings of his favour and 
protection, to make all their enemies to turn their 
backs iq)on them, to establish them in the land 
which he had promised to their fathers, to crown 
the harvests of his chosen people with plenty^^ and 
to give to his holy nation prosperity and honour. 

To fix in their minds just impressions of the 
Deity in his attributes and his acts, every part of 
the volume of his inspiring has its peculiar force. 
The very first verse of their Bible, in opposition to 
the polytheism of the Gentile world, set befom 
them the one God, Creator of the heaven auid rthe 
earth. The record of his dealings with the.chii- 
dren of men, even before the Jews became a nodotii 
discloses his attributes, not by abstract theory iusr 
vestigating, but in active operation exhibiting .hid 
justice, his wisdom, his goodness, and his powFea% 
When Moses inquires of him by what namebs 
shall make known to the people him by whom, rhf^ 
was commissioned to lead them forth from Bjgyp^ 
tian bondi^e, the answer is by a name to endwf 
for ever, and a memorial to remain to all genei»r 
tions : the answer ^^ I am that I am ^'' mark» hifik 
self-existent, independent, eternal, and unchanger 
able. Here is a description to fill the utmost gs^^ 

* Exod. iii. 14. 
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oi^tBe ^Silosdp(hic itoiiid in- every stage of its im- 
pwived cultivation : what God subjoins to break it 
dbi^n tO'tlie conception of the nation in its infant 
aiid nnle^tned stiate, conld not fail of conciliating 
afffectS^n^ and inspiring confidence; for here they 
l^m that ifce God of their fathers^ who now offered 
hi^ protection to their children, is no less than the 
gi»feAt' " I Art** himself. " Hear, O Israel;* said 
Moses, when recapitulating the ordinances and sta- 
tutes which the nation had bound itself to obey, 
and oH which obedience the Lord' had promised the 
blessings of temporal prosperity, the reward of his 
protection, " Heiar, O Israel ; The Lord our God is 
oAe Lord. And^ thou sHall love the Lo^d thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all' thy ttiight*.** And what is their history through 
ail'its jjages^ but the commentary of feet still eXem- 
plifyitijg Ih:^ tWith of the' promises, arid showing the 
stiiile' of retributive justice still held in equal ba 
larice'with thdt which Aoted their obedience or its 
c^odte. Th6 Psalms of David are the poetry of 
the tittle, employing the powei*8 of imagination to 
dSptct in air the fervour of figurative language the 
glories of creation, and the righteousness of the 
LordV judgements ; to praise him in His holiness, 
and to dfeclkre the wonders that he doeth for the 
childlrcn of men. The writings of the wise king 
are so many e^hortiations to the people to put their 
trust iri God and to keep his commandments ; 

Deut. vi. 4, 5. 
X 2 
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giving assuraaces of blessing to him who folloireth. 
the paths of uprightness^ and denouncing the wick- 
edness which is an abomination in his sight* • And, 
where can be found more magnificent descriptions; 
of his greatness^ or more striking display, of his, 
noble acts^ than in the writings of the prophets^ who 
were sent by him to rebuke the rulers for their 
iniquity^ and to denounce to the people their po- 
nishment. God's appointed servants to carry on 
his work, they were fully qualified to teach the 
knowledge of him by whom they were inspired^ 
and by whom they were sent : and that knowledge 
must have struck deep into the hearts of the hear* 
ers which came from the conceptions of the pro- 
phet, delivered in the language of the poet. 

Thus was the Jewish people instructed fully: m 
the understanding of divine things, having the 
knowledge of the attributes of Grod by description 
communicated through leaders and messengera 
bearing, his commission, and prophets of his in-* 
spiring; while in act it was impressed on them, 
through the whole course of events in their history , 
as a nation, and their lives as individuals^ Y.oft , 
what in ordinary nations was performed by theic 
temporal rulers, all this among the Jews was the 
work of the Lord; not indeed visibly appearing, bat ; 
answering on consultation of his oracles, some^. 
times by heavenly messengers sent on the occasion, ^ 
more frequently by ; suggestion to their leaders^ , 
and special commission given to his priejsts and his 
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{)rophetij : dnd- while the legal enactments of other 
countries gave general injunctions suited to the 
pc^tical systems of the legislator, but leaving much 
to the free will of the subject ; the Jewish law, 
with the religion of the people for its object, gave 
rules for the regulation of their manners in the 
most minute particulars, — ^their food, their houses, 
tilieir dresses, their times, tibieir diseases, — entering 
into every part of the domestic life of those who 
were to belong to the kingdom of priests, the holy 
jiation. For divine worship, a ceremonial of labo* 
rious services and complicated arrangements was 
specifically given; but the whole of the law of 
Moses may be said to relate to the religion of the 
Jews. To go into the examination of these offic^ 
and institutions, would in a discourse of this sort 
be impossible ; but it may be observed, thatt prepa-** 
ratory though the law was for another religioof 
which was to be its successor and its consomma^ 
tion, it was itself fitted to give the knowledge of 
the Deity and his counsels as far as at that period 
was deemed suitable to man ; and it was calculated ta 
exdte that tove and inspire that wholesome awe of 
the Lord, fromc which obedience naturally might 
be expected to follow. By the rites of their wor^ 
ship, as by the precepts of their law, the Jews were 
guarded against tanptations 'and encouragementa: 
to join the idolatry of ther neighbouring nations ^ 
and 'the^ir were' habituated to hold in abhoirence the 
impBrity and malevolence of ceremonies which 
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these nationa jrevered a^ a<^ of r^ligiQa,. il^Mx 
ritual was well aud wisely adapted t/o H^mf^ tb^ 
belief in the God .of the patriarchs ^ ttbe OKiily.Upil^ 
faith, aud prevent iQ their de^qendantsi^ diiipdB^- 
tion of his honour hy admitting any x^th^r ta a 
participation in that worship wbich helpijiged . ;to 
him aloflie. 

Idolatry at tjbe time pf the giving of the law ji>y 
Moses may be stated to have had u^ivers^ ex$mt* 
uHl the V4Uim9, tJ^e Hebl^ews alone exc^t^d, Wf^ 
idolaters. So penfe^^tly in acootdance mth everr^ 
just ooBception of the human mind is the idea Af 
a superior pow/er icreating and dire^ting^ thalt ^p 
nation pi a^theists has ever yet b^n discovei^ fdti 
the face of the globe : but m^ing this <one admit*- 
sion, if indecsd WA w^ tp ^^dmit tbis^ tp i^ sagq^^ 
of bnman i:ea8pn^ .every jthing else respeining ttae 
Deity in .the GentUe world app^iars to b^ bplt tjh^ 
illrisemyenberied remains x)f his former r^elatMHM 
pi himself. The Jewish nation was poiisjtitnt^.tP 
preserve (the records of these unpom^t^dy s^QUg 
with such additional jcommunipations as Qpd mig^ 
think proper to make tp them thmii^ ^ bis PTQ- 
phets ; while the pther nations jcai ^n the qgtr^flr^ 
eajch of its own capricious fo^y, in kb^ii .ysM^iod 
comments on that singk texjk on. wbi<^ th^f,%& 
agreed, JVnd what .a monstrous pktwi^ pt hmwAP 
absurdity does the thfologiml m%V ^ ii^ (khi^ct» 
of worship among the idolatrous nations of ;>th^ 
earth wh^n ijieft Ao thomselv^ ^xhibitj-flvery^luilg 
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pltfitaing, a&d every thing horrible^ mefiil and noxi<^ 
0116^ animated or inanimate, rational or brut^, liv^ 
hig or4ead, existences and inconBisten<)ies incdpa* 
ble of existing, all were somewhere or other admits 
ted into the temples and received the honours of 
GTlupid and superstitious worship. Was this eon- 
fined to early ages and barbarous people ? By no 
means : idolatry has in alL countries and at all times 
a Icindred likeness of feature, not more strongly 
marked among the rude Canaanites than among 
the polished Assyrians or the lettered Egyptians, 
Yet to Egypt is to be traced most of ti^e learning 
of the ancient world ; and in Egypt, — ^mistress of 
the aits, powerful by a numerous population and m 
fruiifol territory; in Egypt, the monumeists of 
wQiOse greatness remain to the present 4ay a won<»> 
der of the world ; — ^in Egypt, the objects of pubfic 
^orsh^) were beasts and reptiles, erocodiles and 
bfdSs. If ft be pretended that, concealed under 
the^ appearances, the priests had a religion of 
^egory and mysteries, it must be admitted that 
thote w4io most needed divine support and sought 
it iii tSie tmtfAeSy knew not this religion ; and that 
^e populace worshiped what Orawled hefbre theif 
eye9^and beUdwed in their ears : as at the present 
flay^fdr thousands of years make no improvwients 
i» idolatry), while the imagination of the Bramin 
a wrapt up in the impenetrable Qboeurtty of his 
eiidUss generations of fictitious divinities, the peo- 
ple' ita thousands thant a worship of impurity. 



^mid^^he blood of liaman sacrifices ^moistens' >tbe 

WhdRls of the car of Juggernaut. ^^ Every >abomiH 

n^ion tothe Lord^ which he hateth^ thej do 'mto 

their gods*." Still ^^ the carpenter stretcheth otrt 

'his mW over one of the trees of the forest, and the 

smith worketh it with the strength of his arms :** 

to the meaner purposes of common life he applies 

a part of it, and ^^ ^e residue thereof he maketh a 

god, even his graven >image." ^' And none comi- 

dereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge' nor 

vftiderstanding to say, shall I fall down to the stock 

of a tree ?*' ^^ A deceived heart hath turned hinoi 

asicfe, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say^ Is 

there not a lie in my right hand ^ ?" • -r 

' ^To whom then,** saith the prophet^ ^* will. ye 

Kken God } or what likeness will ye compare unto 

him^?**' Could the image confined to one spot re- 

^ptesent Him who exists through every portion of 

• the universe ? Could the idol whieh was formed 

'yesterday and will decay tomorrow, represent Him 

who, without diminution of his glory or lailure^f 

his powers, has existed through all' eternity ? No : 

- The imperfection of the image wouldr but debase 

4he dignity it would seek to extol ; while it would 

' generally insinuate into the minds of the worshipers 

' notions of the Deity unfounded and injurious. Gk>d 

is a" pure Spirit, but the representation is cocpo- 

real : and when the worshiper has long been used 

' •Viaelllettt.'iii.Sl/ '^ ' •'V^^^ 
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td'cent^siiplate the Deity thraugh such a medium^ 
he' 'becomes unable to conceive him divested of the 
'Weakness of a corporeal nature. If^ as most natu- 
Tal^ ihe artist had given to the representation a hu- 
man, form^ the worshiper would soon ascribe to 
him' human infirmities^ human sentiments, and hu- 
man passions. While he admired the skill of the 
gifaver and the splendour of the workmanship, the 
image itself might become the object of adoration, 
and the multiplication of the images lead to the 
multiplication of gods. The history of all idola- 
trous nations proves this, and the power of associa- 
tion over the human mind accounts for it. What- 
ever, therefore, may be pretended of the introduc- 
tion- of the image into the temple as serving only to 
^engage attention and to excite devotion, experience 
ifhows^ its ill effect in accommodating an attach- 
ment already too strong towards ^^nsible objects^ 
tO'&e injury of the spiritual character of religion; 
experience shows its tendency towards a system 
wkicfa would substitute the attractions of earthly 
splendour and ostentatious magnificence for the 
simplicity of spiritual worship ; which would intro- 
duce the frivolous vanities of temporal gratifica^ 
tibn within the precincts of that holy place where 
all should b^illie solemnity of thought, devoutly 
fixed on heavenly objects^; and the communion of 
soqIb with their, Qodyu '^i ; ,« »: 

It is true that the philosophic statesman sees no 
harm in all this : he sees in all this nothing but a 
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difieMiiee in the theological opinions of difierent 
eomitries; and which of these may be the true 
0ni^5 provided a religious system is maintained sub- 
sidiary to the magistrate, and suited to the circum- 
stances of the country, he thinks a matter <^ little 
importance. It is obvious that the person vho 
would say this disbelieves all revealed religion^ 
and IB little intitled to abdiever's respect; while he 
rejects that which has with the morality which he 
thinks useful a connection that is indissoluble: 
for an erroneous theology will always give birth 
and support to a vicious practice. The rites of 
worship must be suited to the character of the 
Deity to whom they are addressed ; and what is 
cherished, and as it were sanctified in the temple^ 
soon betomes a licoised portion of the public mo^ 
rib. Where the deities were monsters in vice 
9ikl pollution, would not a worship of purity and 
peace have been a contradiction and a rebuke ? 
MotRe appropriate, and accordingly more general^ 
were services licentious, cruel, and impure : aad 
thus the vilest obscenities sometimes disgraced the 
saoreid name of religion ; and the most sanguinary 
superstitions gave it a disgusting horror. ^^The 
worship of idols not to be named/' as we read in 
liie Book of Wisdom, ^^ is the beginning, the cause^ 
md #ie end of all evil. For either they (the Wor- 
shipers) are mad when they be merry or prophesy 
Kes, or live unjustly, or else lighdy forswear them- 
selves. For inasmuch as their trust is in idols 
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yihk^: i^v^ w U^ tbpugh tkey swear falisely, )Kt 
tbej loo)c 4;K>t>tp J^e hurt. Hpwbeit for bptb cq^u«9» 
sh^ ik^y b^ justly punished ; both b^paus^ thaf 
tWiugbt ^Qt well of God^ givmg heed unto idolB* 
aptd ajy^o unjustly swore ii| d^eit^ despising boUr 



|ie&§* 
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.But ;«|ra$, there not^ it may be said^ philosophy lA 
bwd to refoti/x public morals ; aud w^re tb^re not 
pHeste tp tjeacjbi a better religion ? Philosophy wm 
(engaged i^ technici^ disputations among contend* 
iog sectSy not in drawing up lessons for public in* 
^truc^ion : on the most in^ortant points ito opi-r 
niqns were indecisive^ and iU language obscurer 
An4 whatever might have been the private sentinient 
of tb^ philosof^r respecting the divine essenci^^ 
be prf]|nounc/ed it the duty of s^ good citizen ;—>* 
^d tp . the last he practised it himself— ^to coat 
fpr^i tP the worship of the gods of his country, 
Thi^' priests had an interest in these superstitions J 
'' the silver shrines of Diana brought no sni^ g^is 
unto thiB crs^ftsjpen V The ten^ple with it§ myste- 
T\fiSg the procession with its ceremoniiil^werefruitfii} 
purees of gain ; and thp auguri^p under the inspeq- 
tfon of th^ soothsayer, and the oracle§ (j^Uvisr^ 
frp^ Jthe impotent idol under his care, no^de tka 
priests influential piersonages in aU the <;pn^rns 0f 
tl^p statQ, Iinperial Home in^de i)t ^ p^j: n^. h»n^ 
pplicy tp open ber gafCQ wide ifi tbft Mnnssion of 
tb,e godi^ pf the several natipns wb)^ w^e conri 

' \Vijd. xiv. 27, &c. ^ Vide Actsxix. 24. 



qU/eiQd'l>7^h^^ arms : and St* Paul in hid JBpistle t0 
dieRomans % has given a dreadful catalogue of; the 
yices which followed in the train of their mukilBir- 
ridas idolatry^ when '^Grod gave them over to a 
repifobate mind to do those things which are not 
convenient^/' Their most popular authors^ thos^ 
who best describe the puUic manners^ their hiato- 
rian% their satirists^ and their dramatic poets^ fur* 
nish in their matter abundant proofs that the pio^ 
ture is a Just one. And the manner of these much 
admired writers themselves gives unwittingly im 
addition to the testimony : their historians relate 
the most flagitious acts of their public policy withf- 
out a word in condemnation of them ; their satiristi 
denounce vice in terms which outrage decency; 
and one of the most moral of their dramatistSi in 
as age of the highest refinement^ introduced on 
the pubhc stage a character encouraging himself 
in vice by the example of the most exalted c^ their 
divinities. 

When such is the description of the heathen 
imtions^ there* is eveiry reason for supposing that 
had the promises made to the fathers been left to 
their indiscriminate custody^ they would have been 
locked up in impenetrable mystery^ or mutilated of 
their spiritual import^ and corrupted by fabulous 
additions : and perhaps at thetime of the Messiah's 
doming^ the prophecies respecting him would have 
been lost to all purposes of useful and ready recall 

Vide Rom. chap. i. ^ Rom. i. 28, 
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in a' world, the habits of which ^^I1e'i80^opposi()e 
to the purity that he came td teach, God^eve^ 
fore chose to raise for himself a nation to 'V^iose 
custody he should entrust them : he gave to that 
nation a moral law which should enforce *oaitl^m 
habits of a diffident sort from those of the nations 
around them ; and he guarded them by every j^m* 
caution of prudence, and every obligation of duty^ 
against that idolatry which was the fruitful' source 
of vice in the nations around them. The know<-i 
l^ge of himself, which he sowed so deep inttheir 
hearts, could not fail to produce fruits in a holy 
and a virtuous life. In the front of the laws <sS 
Moses, and with peculiar importance every where 
attached to it, stood the decalogue, in it& two tables, 
containing the duty of each distinctly to Gbd and 
his duty to man,— ^the laws of piety and of virtue^ 
^The Lord said unto Moses, Write thou tjhese 
Words: for after the tenor of these worcb I have 
made a covenant with thee and with IsraeL And he* 
wrote upon the tables ; the words of the covenant, 
the ten commandments*." These then were the 
essence of the Jewish religion, the burden of &e 
Hebrew Scriptures, of the law and the projdietst 5^ 
and without* these respected and obeye4. in wthe? 
heart ana in the mind, even the ^elaborate vitual of 
the temple service was declared to . be of no avail. 
"I speak not unto your fathera," said .the Lord <^ 
Hosts, the God of Israel, by his prophet Jeremiah> 

• Exod. xxxiv. 27, ga. : 



^ Mif commanded them in th^ A^y thect If btougli* 
tMtta oM of the land of Egypt, concerning bri]»»^ 
offerings or Uttcrifices : but this thing eommanded 
I thettk, saying. Obey my voice, aiid I will be yotii* 
God, and ye shalf be my people*/* ^ Trust ye* not 
in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lord, Th« 
tettiplief of the Lord; The temple of the Lord, itre 
these. Amend your ways and your doings, and i 
Ijeill cause you to dwell in this place ^."^ Whc» 
Saul wouM defend his disobedienice to the conm 
mand to destroy utterly all that belong^^ tor the? 
sinners, the Amalekites, by setting up a? pretfencci 
that the best of the spoil had been preserved ftrr 
the uses of the temple, to sacrifice unto the Lord^ 
—his cupidity and his hypocrisy are met with thte' 
pointed expostulation, ** Hath the Lord as pptett 
delight in bumt-ofFerings and sacrifices as in obey*- 
ing the voice of the Lord ^ ?" And hi» kingddm' 
rent from him that day and given to dne thac 
#i3is better than him, even to David, proved thw 
''to obey is better than sacrifice ; and to heaiteetf 
than the fat of rams**." 

But against idolatry and the several vices whrdi* 
followed in its train, God rested not solely on the 
higher degree of knowledge of himself, and thie* 
more sound moral law which he gave the Hebrews r 
much of the Mosaic code obviotisly, and miirh« 
more indirectly, has for its object to prevent th6 

f» Jer. vii. 22, 23. ^ Jer. vii. 4. 3. 

* 1 Sam. XV. 22, ^ 1 Sam. xv. 22 
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Jev6 falling ktto the example^ ot being draisni 
aside iyj the seductions of thek idolatrooa ne%hh 
boors. The different modes of it are specifically 
denounced^ and punishments of grea( severity en^- 
acted against the different sorts of it. The^ Israel-^' 
ites were commanded not to bow down before idols; 
they were not to join the worship of other gods 
i^ith that of Jehovah ; they were not to make 
graven images^ likenesses of any thing whatever j to 
be set np in their temple ; they were not to raise 
up an image of stone in their land, or ta keep it 'm 
a secret place of their houses^ The worship of 
the host of heaven, the sun and the moon said the 
stars, the gods of Egypt, the gods of the Amorites, 
and the gods of the seven nations of Canaan, is de- 
nounced ; their images are to be broken, and their 
groves to be cut down. If a city of the Jews be^- 
came infected with their pollution, the whole of 
its population was to be smitten with the edge of 
the sword, all it» possessions to be burnt in th^ 
streets, and the city to be a heap for ever, not to 
be built again*. The mere attempt to cause this 
offence, the enticing to idolatry, even in the sacred 
character of a prophet, or the endearing relation^ 
of a son, a wife, or a friend, was to be punished, 
with death, and the hand of all the people was to 
join in the punishment^. It was the crime for 
which, opposed as it was to every principle of 
God's Levitical dispensation, God declared that he 

■ Vide Deut. xiii. 15, &c. ^ Vide Deut. xiii. 



320 (fi •JSIiUiH.I>Ur£N9ATII0N. [8J|«|il,#y^ 

would visit. even to a remotei genentttooi : .Aw^F. 
and jealousy, it has been observed, are tlMrougl^]!^^ 
old Scriptures only ascribed to the Lord /wJbrefi, 
idolatry is spoken of; and no man is spoken ipfj 
by him as an adversary or an enemy exc^t tl^. 
idolater. Whatever therefore might be an ipoe^in 
tive to idolatry, whatever might give facility U^i\^. 
introduction, is forbidden: the Jews accoi^di^gly, 
were not to intermarry with the nations whi^K %\^ 
Lord cast out ; they were not to take to themselvi^a, 
the gold or silver that was on the images of . theii^ 
gods, lest they should be snared therein^; they 
were not so much as to inquire how other nations 
served their gods^. The whole of their poUcy 
with respect to foreign states and strangers in tliQ 
land was regulated by this principle. Commerce 
received no encouragement ; agriculture ww . t^ie 
favoured employment of the people. No forej^gni^r 
could be their king ; no stranger could enjoy tl^ 
privileges, unless initiated in the religion of th^ 
Jews. ^^ The Lord had chosen them to b^ a pecur 
liar people unto himself, above all the natipps. that 
are upon the earth ^ :" and keeping them a sepai:^ 
people, detaching them from holding famiiJifyr^.int 
tercQurse with the ensnaring friendship of. othCf 
fiations, gives the true explanation of mapy of 
their ordinances, which without this considjera^ion 
are strange and unmeaning. Among these ;, we 
ttiay state the distinction of beasts, clean and: WIr 

• Vide Deut. vn, %5 . * Vide Deut; xii. 28. • Deut. kiV^ Sk ' 
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tforniS'ati dbjedt of Teverenoe^ was an^ aboniiiiitiQii^ 
iti the sightof the Jewd; and the'peculimr:fiE)frx]^ Ua> 
killitfg and preparing their food, which mustyhaMR 
interfered almost to exclusion • with tbek . associa^ 
ti^g with others in habits of domestic life. : Maayi 
things ^ere forbidden in the Mosaic ritual^ merel jt 
becikuse they were rites and customs in use amoi^ 
idolatrous nations ; and one ritual^ •■ one worships 
one tetnple^ one altar with stated services at specii^ 
fied times^ was appointed to be their guard againcrt 
ijie' introduction of idolatrous services, or the Yfonx 
ship 'of strange gods. ;>/ 

' But, it is asked> was this guard ■ effectual ? Will 
all appeal to feet prove that it was ? Did nottha 
Jews' make in the wilderness a molten calf a&et 
the example of the Egyptian idolatry ? Did not tb« 
Utrange \^omen of the nations whom Solomon mas> 
riedy turn away his heart after other gods, that his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord ? Did not Gif 
deon make an ephod of the ornaments he took 
from the captives, which thing became a snare 
unto him and to his house, whereby the children of 
Israel made Baalberith their god ? Didnot the pro^ 
phets of Baal and of the groves under Ahab, one 
of their kings, amount to four hundred and fifty 
men ? Did not Ahaz send from Damascus the &shion 
of the altar there, that, in imitation of the Assyrian 

worship, he might vary at his caprice the rites whidi 

• 

God had appointed ? And is it not evident thus, that 



the; Joevitical (lyatem failed of the object which it 
proposed to'itself ? And can it then be said to have 
been ordained of God ? — ^These facts indeed must be 
admitted; but the inferences are not justly collected 
from the fitcts : for to controul freedom^ to foroe 
obedience^ is not the mode of the Lord's dealing 
with his people. They are pronounced by Moset^ 
free to choose between ^^ life and good, and death 
and evil"^." The oflPering that the Lord acceptetb 
is of him that giveth it willingly of his heart ^. By 
Joshua they were called on to choose between the 
gods of their fathers and the gods of the Amo* 
rites ^. If, heirs of Adam's sinfulness, after bind- 
ing themselves to serve the Lord, yet in the per* 
verseness of their wills they forsook him to serve 
strange gods, — ^he performed his part of the cover 
nant ; he was found of them a holy God ; a jealous 
God, who would not forgive transgressions, ; but 
would turn and consume sinners ^. And by their 
disobedience as by their obedience, is his syistem 
maintained and his glory upheld among the n«t 
tions. Gideon is punished; and Solomon lived tq 
proclaim all under the sun vanity and vexaticm of 
spirit ; and the worshipers of the calf are 4is0Oi«K 
fit£d,and the priests of Baal are slain. As Ipng a^ 
'^ the Lord had not beheld iniquity in Jacob,: npr 
perverseness in Israel : the Lord his God was vr^ 
him, and the. shout of a king was among th^m^;^! 

- \ Deut. XXX. 15. * VideExod. xxv. %. • Vide Jo8h.<3cxikr;iS^ 

* Vide JcMih. xxiv. 1 9, 20. • Numjv ^xiii. %l . 
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^ biftt ifheii Jaeob <56ai^ed to call on him> and ht^ 
^i weary of him ; thefi did he gite* Jacob to thd 
^rse, And Israel to reproaches*." Arid th^ nation^ 
arouhd, when they saw the plagues of the knd^ and 
the sickness, atid the burnings, aiid the 6arrenness> 
beheld the justice of the God Of the Hebrews j 
arid thus, from the prosperity oi* adversity^ the obe-^ 
dieiice or the transgresiiion of the Israelites, — they 
were taught the important lessoti, that " righteotis^ 
rtess exalteth a nation, but that sin is a reproach 
io any people ^^ Advance further, however, in their 
history ; come to the days when sunk in idolatry 
and vice, and heedless of the denunciations of die 
Lord*s prophets, the Jews forfeited the favour of 
their divine protfector ; and falling before the arms 
of the king of Assyria, were carried away c;Eq)tiv© 
lAto Babylon. There you see Daniel raised to the 
ehief ttffices- of the state, at the peril of his lifd 
#6rshipping his God at the times and with the 
modes of daily sefvice as he did aforetime, and hfe 
friends refusing to faU down before the golden 
image which the king had set up : there you see 
fee -^holesorafe effects of the Lord's chastisements 
pfrodueing siich steady adherence to the service of 
their God, that successive monarchs of Assyria id* 
iued decrees in honour of the God of the JeWs, 
and in ilttestation of the powerful deliverance which 
fe wrought for his servants. Go then to' the re^ 
ootd of their return to thl^ir own land under die 

* Vide Is. xliiil 22, 28, " Pr6v. xi*. U. 

y 2 
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proclamation of Cyrus^ and learn that idolatry had, 
no longer any. charms to entice thepa ; but that for 
more than five hundred years^ a full third part oi^ 
the period of their existence as a nation^ the worship^ 
of Jehovah was maintained by them unmixed and 
uninterrupted. The system of Providence then in 
the Levitical dispensation did not fail ; the creation 
of all things by one powerfiil and wise God was 
kept in remembrance ; the promises of the Mes- 
siah to the fathers and to their descendants were 
preserved. The system of the Lord did not fail : 
" his commandments stand fast for ever, for they 
are done in truth and uprightness." And when in 
God's appointed time a new dispensation was to 
supersede this, — ^here were the documents by which 
the exalted person who was to unfold it might 
prove his pretensions and establish his claims, and 
here was a people who could authenticate and who 
could explain them. These, my brethren, were 
the natural branches of the favoured olive-tree of 
the Lord ; yet through unbelief they are broken off, 
and we of the Gentiles, branches of the wild olive- 
tree, have been grafted in. For that great gift of 
the Lord, while we join in thanks, let us look to 
the advice which the apostle has subjoined to the 
analogy: "Be not highminded," he says, "but 
fear : For if God spared not the natural branches^ 
take heed lest he also spare not thee. Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God : on, 
them which fell, severity ; but toward thee, good- 
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ness^ if thou continue in his goodness : otherwise 
thou also shalt be cut off*." That by God's grace 
we may subdue all self-sufficient confidence, that 
we may cherish all godly fear, that we may conti- 
nue in his goodness, may God of his infinite mercy 
grant, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

" Rom. xi. 20, 21 ^ «2. 
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SERMON XVII. 

(SiXtH SUKDAY AfT&R EASlftR.) 

THE LEVITICAL DISPENSATION KEEPING UP THIS 
PROMISES, AND PREPARING FOR THE COMING 
OF THE MESSIAH. 



Galatians, Chap. iii. ver. 24. 
** The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ" 

In the last discourse, one of the two leading ob- 
jects, to the accomplishment of which all the regu- 
lations of the Jewish dispensation might be refer- 
red, was specially brought forward ; and the import- 
ant influence of its regulations towards establishing 
in the belief of the people the existence of one 
God, in exclusion of the fictitious gods of heathen 
superstition, was clearly and fully, I trust, made 
manifest. ITie second of these objects remains to 
be examined in this discourse : this object has al- 
ready been stated to be "Me keeping in faithful 
remembrance without corrvptimiy without adding to, 
and without diminishing, the several p7*omises of the 
Messiah which had been delivered to the fathers^ to- 
gether with such as should be delivered by the pro- 
phets among themselves ; and the supporting of such 
systems of moral regulation and religious obser^ 
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t;dnc^ 0^ should be the best preparation for receiving 
at his coming that sacred personage by whom those 
promises should be fulfilled^ and in whom all the 
nations of the earth should be blet^d^ 

That such is considered by the writers of the 
New Testament as a leading object of the Old 
Scripture^ few can be so unlearned in divu^ koQw- 
ledge as not to know. To the several prophecies 
contained in it which relate to our Lord as he ap- 
peared in the fleshy to his descent^ to his character^ 
to his deedsy and to his sufferings^ the evangelists 
refer as to acknowledged testimonies of the Messiah. 
^' We have found him/' saith Philip to Nathanael^ 
^^ of whom Moses in the law and the prophets <fid 
write, JesUs of Nazareth, the son of Joseph V Eli- 
jah, and Isaiahj and Jeremiah,. and Daniel, and Jonah, 
and David, are by name referred to in the Gospels as 
the authors of prophecies which bear upon our 
Lord^s divine mission. To the Old Scriptujfes as 
fcnrnishing the proofs of this, he himst^lf in mote 
of his convetsatioiis than one refers. " Search the 
Scriptures," he says; "for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life : and they are they which testify 
of me^." He speaks of Abraham, as seeing his 
day by the eye of faith in the promises, and of 
Mo^es as giving testimony to him. The testimony 
of Moses is indeed so very strong, that St. Stephen, 
falsely accused of speaking blasphemous woi'ds 

• John i. 45. ^ John v. 39. 



i^jg9.iQ^t,Mpses and against God^ has in his d^feoc^ 
jdirfip47:?ited it; as also has St. Pet^r i» his vre-i 
markable discourse on his restoring the lanie ia(ia|i 
to soundness through faith in his name. It is a 
prophecy, which Moses announces in his own per- 
,4on i but ipmiediately after^ with greater solemnity^ 
delivers from the mouth of Jehovah hiipself: ^^I 
will rai3e th^m iq> a. Prophet,*" saith the Lord UQtp 
Moses^ ^^froiQ, among their brethiren Uk,e unto thee; 
and I will put my words in his mouth ; and hfi 
^hall speak unto th^m all that I shall command 
him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoiever 
will npt hearken unto my words, which he sha^I 
ispeak in my name, I will require, it of .him%'* 
Here is the Lord, who had given the law of the ,L^- 
vitical dispensation by his prophet Moses, pro^l^- 
§ing at a futme time to give by one bearing his 
9ommission a law which shall supersede it. , For 
the prophet who was thus to be like unto Moaep, 
must like him be a lawgiver also ; and the wor4s 
which he was to speak in the name of the Lprd^ 
the law by him to which the people were ^equirqd 
to., hearken, would have been unnecessary if it weare 
n^ot different from the law of Moses. In like man- 
ner then as the Le vitical law, though enabracing 
much, fhat was useful in the patriarchal disp^p^- 
tiofl, superseded it; so was the, Christian di^pen^^i- 
.tion,.thoi^h retaining from the Levitical much, of 

* Deut. xviii. 18, 19. 
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its thoral system, to which indeed it gave kddidond 
sanctions and increased purity, in God's appointed 
time to supersede the Levitical. 

Like the Jewish, the Christian dispensation also 
proved its divinity by the miracles which attended 
its introduction ; the Evangelists in their narratives 
of our Lord's life recording many of iliese with 
such detail of circumstances as could leave no 
doubt of their authentic performahce and their mi* 
raculous nature. Many of the prophecies respect- 
ing the Messiah had been delivered obscurely in 
visions and in parables to a revolting and a rebel- 
lious people; but when the Spirit of truth was 
come, to guide the teachers of the Gospel into all 
truth, then was the prophetic volume opened to 
the world by the preaching of Jesus, in whom all 
its predictions were accomplished; from that which 
announces his birth by the miraculous conception 
of the virgin*, to that which proclaims him risen 
from the dead, the Holy One who was not to see 
corruption^. Could there be a doubt as to those 
prophecies of right belonging to him which lie 
claimed as his own, or those which the Holy Spi- 
rit, speaking by the Apostles, attributed to him ? 
The angel of the Lord announced him to the shep- 
herds as " bom this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord*^." A voice from 
heaven at his baptism proclaimed him the ^^ beloved 

* Is. vii. 14 ; Matth. i. 23. •* Ps. xvi. 8, &c. ; Acts ii. g5, &c. 

• Luke ii. 11. 
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Scm^ in whom Ood is well pleased V Moses and 
Elias, showing themselves at his transfiguration in 
friendly association with him, attest the submission 
of the law and the prophets to his Gbspel^; and 
his ascension into* heaven in the presence of the 
assembled Apostles, codidihave left them no^doobt 
of the Divinity of hint who had jnst given them his 
commands, and whose, coming again from heaven 
to judge the world the angelic messengers dien -de- 
dared to them^. The Apostles, under the goidantt 
of the Holy Spirit, indited the several Epistles, to 
the churches founded in his name : and these point 
to the Jewish Scriptures always, as introductory to 
the knowledge of Christ, and trace out in many 
particulars the offices of the Law acting as handmaid 
toitfae GospeL; Not to speak of the Epistle to liie 
Hebrews, which is throvi^out one continued avgu^ 
ment on this subject, proving that the Jewish rituid 
md the whole of the ceremonial law are types of 
the Christian dispensation ; leaving this Epistle^ I 
iMiy, for the perusal in the study^ as going folly asd 
escfaistvely to this pointy we may observe, that the 
dther Epistles occasionally, and frequently, take «p 
the same reasoning in ' part, and give similar views 
of the Levitical dispensation. In many instances 
they give a secondary and spiritual interpretation 
to what has a literal meaning, natural and inteHi^ 
gible : many of the great characters of the older 

• Vide Matth. m. 17. •» Vide Matth. xvii. 2, Sic. 

• Vide Acts i. 9| &c. 
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Sk:riptQre they consider as ^nblcuoiattcal \rq[MreBC!B^ 
tatives of thei glory of Christ, and their exploits as 
a sort of scenic delineation of objects^ not at those 
jiistant' times thought expedient to besuiore directly 
explained. Thus among others from the patrin 
archal Scriptures^ the dekige>. the priesthood of 
Melchizedeck) the sacrifice of Isaac ; and from, the 
early history of the establishment of the Jews, the 
passover, the cloud which accompanied them on 
their journey through the desert^ the rock whence 
water flowed miraculously for their use^ the brazen 
serpent to which all who looked were .healed^ the 
exdluaion of the rebellious generation from the 
promised rest ;-*-all these have had in some or other 
of the Epistles a spiriti^ meaning assigned them^ 
«Qd are treated there as types of Christ, and of- the 
concerns of his Gospel and of bis church. In the 
fervour of enthusiastic fancy, typical allusiona may 
sometimes have been carried by commentatora too 
far ; but we are safe in following them as far as the 
language of the inspired Apostles, and in some in^ 
stances that of our Lord himself has carried them. 
In like manner, and under the same authority, we are 
warranted in considering Noah, Abraham, Mosesy 
Joshua, David, Jonah, and others of the most re- 
markable characters of the former dispensations^ Uk 
certain respects as typea of the Messiah, as well a& 
ensamples ^^ written down for our admonition, on 
whom the ends of the world are come *•" We iiest 

• iCor. X. 11. ' ■■ 
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qqt ii|iev€ly4»n ourown persuasion that their ac- 
^ftm hefu- analogy to what our Lord in his life and 
siiffierings< did exhibit^ but we find also that this 
deaigpisd pvefiguration has the actual sanction of 
ii^pired testimony to . assert it. Must we not say 
that David in some particulars prefigured the Mes- 
siah that wafi in the* flesh to descend from him^ 
when the prophets Ezekiel and Hosea have called 
the Messiah by his very name*^ ? Who will not 
admit that the passover was a type of our Lord's 
saorifice, when St. John addresses him as ^^ the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world ^ ?*^ 
And when St. Peter, using words which make a 
direct reference to the original ordinance, speaks 
of his converts as ^^ redeemed not with corruptible 
things, but with the precious blood of Christ, us of 
a. lamb without blemish and without spot^ ?" 

« And the same, my brethren, is the doctrine qf 
the Church to which we belong, where in one of its 
Articles* its says, ^^The Old Testament is not con- 
trary to the New ; for in both the Old and New 
Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by' 
Chi?ist„ who* <is the only Mediator between God and 
man,, being both God and man^." Wherefore it 
goes on to say, *^They are not to be heard which 
fe^gn that: the old fathers did look only for tem^ 
pqrary; promises." And this liie Homily on Faith 
stmnuouslyjnaintainsy.when it tells us that ^^ al- 

* Ezek, xxxiv. ^1 ; and Hos. iii. 5. •» John i» 29. 

' yidc 1 P^etca:^ 18, 19. ^ . " Article the .7th; 
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though they were not nam^ Christian mei^, yet 
was it a Christian faith that they had* ;" for the^ 
looked for all benefits of God the Father through 
the merits of his Son Jesus Christy as we now do.' 
The time indeed is changed^ but not the faith: 
Their faith was prospective, as they looked to th^ 
tiipe w^en Christ should come ; ours is retrospect 
tive^ as believing that he is already come t but 
theirs was the same faith in Christ, fdt by them a^^ 
the excitement of their mighty works, the hopi^ 
which bore them through dangers and privations^- 
and the recompense of their reward. In that chap^ 
ter of the Epistle to the Hebrews \ where each inM 
dividual of that distinguished band, ^^ of whom the 
world was not worthy V' is specially -said by faith 
to have performed the individual acts by which his' 
name became illustrious ; the repetition of the same 
phrase, " by faith,'* marks the uniformity of that 
faith in each ; and the explanation of the natur(Ei^ 
or, objects of his faith given in respect to any onc?,^ 
is . a9 explanation that belongs to all. Now of^ - 
Abraham it is specially said, that '' he looked for ft ^ 
city which hath foundations, whose builder and ' 
maker is God^;'* and generally of the patriarchsj * 
that they " confessed they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth ; and that they desired a better 
country, that is, an heavenly^ :'* while of Moses ifM 
is jQspecially declared, that the object of his faitii'' 

* Homily on Faith, part 2ncl. *» Heb. xi. pasHm, 

« Heb. xi. 38. '' Heb. xi. 10. . • Heb. xi. 13, 16. 
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was Christ ; that, in ^^ choosing rather to sufl^r 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy die 
ffleasures of sin for a season/* — ^which at the court 
of EgTpt^ called as he was the son of Phar^ioh^s 
daughter, he might have done, — ^he was *^ esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the trea- 
sures of Egypt : for he had,** as is subjoined, **re- 
spect unto the recompense of the reward.'* And ** by 
faiihy* it is said, ^^ he forsook Egypt, not fearing 
die wrath of the king : for he endured, as seeing 
him who is invisible*.*^ In this remarkable pas- 
sage you have the pleasures of sin for a season re- 
jected by him who had respect to the recompense 
of a reward, which therefore could not have been 
temporary, and must have been spiritual; and you 
have him that was invisible, the supporter of M6se^ 
in his endurance of affliction with the people of 
God, which affliction is termed expressly ^^ the re- 
proach of Christ.'* You have then in the patri- 
archs a Christian faith, and in the Law a prepara- 
tion for the Gospel ; a type of its salvation, and an 
anticipation of its promises. 

But how obscure, it has been objected, were 
such intimations, and how few have we aU;^ ^ason 
for thinking looked to the Law at the time as bear-^ 
ing a spiritual sense, or to the events in the Jewish 
history as types of any thing to come? Was not 
all the array of ceremonial obserranees ditogether 
foreign from that religion of simplicity, and the 

• Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26, 27. 
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spirit to which we are told to consider it as intror 
ductory ? And was not this to teach the Jews a 
religion which they should again have to unlearn^ 
and thus to raise in their minds prejudices^ and in 
their practice habits^ more likely to obstruct the 
final system which God had in view than to pro- 
mote it ? And in point of fact, do we not actually 
find ihat the reluctance of the Jews to receive the 
Gospel rested on the support which the false c^i^ 
nions respecting the Law under which they had 
been brought up gave, believing from the literal 
meaning of the words applied to it, its entire sufii- 
ciency, and conceiving from its divine original the 
perpetuity of its obligation ? And did not in like 
manner the direct acceptation of the words of the 
prophecies give to the multitude ideas of the Mes^ 
siah altogether foreign from those of the character 
under which Jesus Christ appeared on the earth ?— *. 
Here is a body of objections to which a special Te^ 
futation is absolutely necessary ; and it may be 
hoped that the observations to be brought forward 
in answer, will have the effect of giving you, my 
brethren, a just idea of the Mosaic law in its most 
important point of view, as promoting the object^ 
of that final dispensation which fulfills in their ex^ 
tent the promises to the patriarchs, and accom^ 
plishes all that was foretold of the Messiah in each, 
of the dispensations which preceded it 
^ Those who repii:esent these intimations of the 
ulterior dispensation in the Licvitical as too obscure 



to have Wen acted i]q)OB in tlie system,, or indeed 
to hare been comprehended by the great body of 
the people, may not have considered, that the same, 
degree of difficulty in the comprehension of whicdi 
they complain may not have affected those to whooi 
the Law was delivered. For with us, the habits of 
the age, the character of the people, the modes and 
forms of the language, the traditions of former g04 
nerations, may in this often cause difficulty ; but 
what we read in a language which has long ceased 
to be spoken, was deUvered to the Jews in the Ian-* 
guage of which they were famiUar with, at leasts 
the verbal construction. The style of composition 
m the East has always been &gurative in a degree 
much beyond that of the writings to which we hav« 
been accustomed. To an inhabitant of the East -i^ 
never would occur as an objection to the clearness 
of the intimation, that it was couched in allegory 
and type : in certain modes of composition; he 
would expect this. A transfer from the sensible 
representation to the mental object and the inner 
doctrine, though he might not make it for himself 
he would yet without difficulty comprehend and 
acquiesce in when disclosed and explained by aft<> 
other. Moses knew well the temper of the Israelii- 
ites ; and by bis prophecy of the coming of Christ 
looked, as we must be folly assured, to his dispell:*^ 
sation : yet Moses delivered to the people the ham 
in its present form, aware though he probably wai 
that they would not at the time enter into itf 9pi^ 
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ntnal meania^ ^ He speaks of them frei^eiitlf^ w 
a 8tiff**necked people ; and their history^ showt^JteoflNi 
king they continued to deserve the character* The}i 
bad been kept down for a long period by slaYiQry> 
and oppression, and it required some time to leairii 
the right u£ie of the freedom of their understand^ 
faigs. The strictness of absolute controul^ the defi-r 
Bite exactness of positive precept, were neoesaary fon 
their regulation. In the grossness of carnal mindi 
they looked not beyond sensible objects and ppo^ 
sent enjoyments : to abstract the mind then from 
the senses, to remove attention from the letter 
to the spirit, required a course of discipline to 
sti^ngthen, and gradual preparation to make it fa^ 
miliar to the understanding. The Levitical diiSt 
pensation looked to the promotion of beneficial 
results of various sorts ; and in the state r<. of . the 
^orld at large, and in the character of the Israelites 
in particular, at the time when the law was delir 
vered by Moses, — to fix in one nation just notions 
of the* unity and self-existence of God, and to i^n- 
able die Israelites to resist the examples and the 
solicitations of their idolatrous neighbours, was 
an office of sufiicient importance for the poweri? of 
those who were to govern and to teach them* If 
we find them, after the miracles wrought for their 
deliverance, rejecting th^ food ^ent down from^ hear 
¥en for their support in the wilderness, and longing 
for the flesh and the fish on whteh they had been 
fisd in Egypt, iwe hav^ amplerptoef of caEQii^l:a^0% 

z 
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tions which would at these early days have made 
the spiritual food of the Gospel of Christ unpalate^^ 
able and unprofitable. 

A religion then was given to the Jews fitted to 
the circumstances of the time and the understand- 
ings of the people, — a, religion of numerous cere- 
monies, and sacrifices to be offered with forma 
minutely set out, and festivals to be kept up with 
precise specifications ; and this was united with a 
moral law extending to every part of the concerns 
of life, prescribing by direct authority and positive 
precept the duties of each. Yet of this religion it 
cannot properly be said that the Israelites were 
taught in it what they were afterwards to unlearn. 
The impossibility of an atonement for sin by the 
blood of bulls and of goats must have occurred to 
the mind, as soon as the reasoning powers began to 
unfold themselves : the knowledge of God in his 
wisdom and in his works, handed down from theiif 
fathers and impressed on them in a pre-eminent 
degree by the intercourse which he vouchsafed to 
hold with the nation, must have taught them to 
look to something for pleasing him beyond the 
forms of bodily purification, and the ritual and the 
ashes of a heifer sprinkhng the unclean. Respect* 
ing the rite by which the Jew is initiated in the 
privileges of his covenant, is the language of St. 
Paul, when he says, ^^ He is not a Jew which is one 
outwardly ; neither is that circumcision which is 
outward in the flesh : biit he is a Jew which is one 
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fnwardiy : and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the ktter^:"' is this language, I 
ask, different from that of Moses, which speaks of 
the Lord as ^^circumcising their heart, and the 
heart of their seed, to love him^?" and of ^^ the un- 
circumcised heart heing humbled, and their accept** 
ing the punishment of their iniquity ^ ?" What 
more natural figure can there be than that whidb 
would interpret the outward act commanded as re* 
quiring the inward temper and affections which 
were suitable, and which would understand from 
the ritual that a pure heart as well as clean hands 
were requisite to the true worship of the Lord? 
The Psalmist, therefore, would not be thought to 
strain the metaphor, when he explains the purifying 
with hyssop that the worshipper be clean, by the 
words, ^^ Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and 
renew a right spirit within me^ :" nor would he be 
thought to recommend a new qualification for the 
worshipper by his example when he says, ^^ I will 
wash my hands in innocency : so will I compass 
thine altar, O Lord*." 

We will not suppose that their ceremonial law 
taught the Jewa a religion which they were to un- 
learn again, when we find the law-giver himself^ 
and the prophets who, in the course of their history, 
were sent for their instruction, pronouncing the 
ceremonial law insufficient, worthless, and even an 

• Rom. ii. 28, 29. *» Vide Deut. xxx. 6. 

•- Vide Lev. xxvi» 41. ^ Psi li. 10; • Ps, xxvi. 6. 

z 2 



3^ J^vyiSH BISPJ&NSATION [sjSHM. XVIf • 

ikboroination^ withoat hearts that were pure^ and 
lives that were moral. Passing over their elaborate 
ritual under a very indefinite description^ Moses 
says^ as giving the substance of their duty, ^^ And 
now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require 
of thee ; but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his 
statutes, which I command thee this day for thy 
good* r" " Thou desirest not sacrifice ;" says the 
pious Psalmist, ^^ else would I give it thee : but 
thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. The sacri-> 
fices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise ^." 
When the nation was sinful and the people laden 
with iniquity, "To what purpose is the multi- 
tude of your sacrifices unto me ?" saith the Lord 
by the prophet Isaiah : ^^ Bring no more vain obla- 
tions : incense is an abomination unto me ; the 
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies^ 
I cannot away with : it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. And, when ye spread forth your hands^ 
I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye 
make many prayers I will not hear : your hands 
are full of blood *^." When they had sinned against 
the Lord by their idolatry, it is not ." Make me Sk 
bumt-offiering or an offering for sin," that the Lord 
says by the prophet Jeremiah : it is ^^ ReturUj^ thou. 

• Deut. X. 1 2, 1 3. »» Ps. li. 1 6, 1 7. (Bible Vers.) * Is. i. 15J5. 
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backsliding Israel, saith the Lord ; and I will not 
cause mine anger to fall upon you* :" " What doth 
the Lord require of thee,'* saith the prophet Micah, 
^ but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God** ?'* Do not these passages, 
placing the ceremonial law in degree so far subor- 
dhi&te to the moral, agree in the sentiment with St. 
James, when he says that " pure religion and un- 
defiled before God and the Father is this. To visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world^ ?" And does 
not our Lord, when he represents the love of 
God and our neighbour as the two great command* 
ments of the law, give to the Levitical system 
such a character as marks it a fit introduction to 
that which he preached to the world ? If from the 
grosser habits of the early time, and the carnal dis- 
positions of the Jewish people, the more remote 
and spiritual object of the law was at the first but 
dimly seen, yet at the last we know the darkness 
was dispelled. And thus the whole analogy of na- 
ture shows that God carries on all his works by 
gradual progress : as his creatures from feebleness^ 
advance to strength, his plans of grace have their 
gradual advance towards their development. The 
prophets whom he sent for the instruction and re- 
formation of his people, preached the Messiah with 
increased clearness and precision as his time ap- 
proached; and so well fitted were the means to the 

* Jer, iii. 12. *» Micah vi. 8. • James t 27, 
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object^ that when Jesus Christ actually did appear 
on the earth, the expectation of the coming of the 
Messiah was current among the Jews, and had 
spread abroad through their report in the East and 
in the West. 

But did not the Jews reject him ? and do they not 
ground their rejection of him on their prophetic 
g( the restoration of the kingdom to Israel, which 
he did not to their expectation fulfill, and on the 
eternal obligation of the law, which he would su^^^ 
persede by his Gospel ? Yes ; the Jews did indeed 
reject Christ : but this is no more an argument 
against the wisdom of the Law as a preparation for 
Christ, which in their obstinate blindness they mis* 
interpreted, than offences in civil society are against 
the wholesome constitution of those municipal laws 
which they transgress. Man is left free in both 
cases; and to be a reasonable agent and an ac- 
countable creature, he must have a freedom of 
choice between obeying or disobeying. Men may 
then be sinners, but the Lord is just : and the law 
may be wise, though wilful prejudice may misinter- 
pret it. The prophets had spokto of Messiah as 
a king ; and the Jews, in their ambitious views, 
and in their carnal affections, would have his king- 
dom to comprise only temporal objects and local 
privileges ; while, to the extent of prophesied 
greatness, everlasting duration and the blessings 6f 
redemption to all could alone be commensurate to 
it. By a figure, indeed, the Law is sometimes spo- 
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ken of as to last for ever : but this it does as mar 
king a part of God's religious system revealed in 
his word ; this it does in that final dispen3atio|i 
which it introduces and which it represents. The 
prophets of the Lord announced a time when a 
new covenant should be made* ; when the children 
of the barren should be taught of the Lord^; when 
the former things should not be remembered, nei- 
ther the things of old con&idered, but the Lord 
should do a new thing*^ ; when the oflfering should 
not be accepted at the hand of Israel ; but from the 
rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same his name should be great among the Gentiles ; 
and in every place incense should be offered in his 
namcj and a pure offering^. Surely these declara- 
tions might have proved to the children of Israel,— 
to any but those in whom a love of this world and 
its objects, in whom ambition, and jealousy, and 
pride, and selfishness, had blinded their understand- 
ings, — ^that the exclusive privileges of the Jews 
were at the coming of the Messiah to have an end, 
and the Gentiles should by him be admitted equally 
to the kingdom ^ their common God. 

And the kingdom of the Messiah is, by the 
preaching of Jesus of Nazareth, my beloved bre- 
thren, come upon the earth, and the Gentiles have 
come to his light. That final dispensation has 
been opened to the world, to which the former dis- 

• Vide Jer. xxxi. 31, &c. •» Vide Is. liv. IS. 

< Vide Is. xliii. 18, 19. ' ' Vide Mai. i. 10, 11. 
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jpensatioDS were but the introductioDs, con^uiipg 

preliminary matter of inspired declaration to, be 

ipcefixed to its volume, and holding out to our view 

ythe history for many centuries of that favoured na- 

ition vrhich the Lprd took under his wings but as a 

pictured scene,-** a passing shadow of the glories of 

the GosspeL That dispensation, which takes up the 

.promises to the .patriarchs to an extent to whidi 

•the Levitical does not reach, which completes to 

the letter and to the spirit the prophecies of the 

• Jewish Scripture, — ^that dispensation has been ma- 

lUifestcd by him of whose exalted dignity and whose 

more than angelic purity the men of whom the 

world was not worthy through the former pages of 

jScripture history were but faint emblems ; even by 

the Son of God veiling his glories in human flesh 

has the final dispensation been opened to GentiLq^s 

^and to Jews: Jesus Christ is ^^he who should 

come," and "we are i^ot to look for another V 

Why look for any other, when he has completed 

J;he ceconomy of Grace by the atonement in his 

blood, reconciling a world of sinners to their God, 

and sanctifying them by the ^|ily Spirit, sent by 

him to purify their lives and to establish their 

faith ? Why look for any ulterior dispensation, of 

which no part of God's revealed word gives any 

intimation, and when this fills up all the conditions 

of the New Covenant? "It is a light thing," said 

the Lord by the mouth of his evangelical prophet, 

* Vide Matth. xi. 3. 
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.3peaking of the Messiah^ ^^ that thou shouldeat be 
^my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacab^andto 
restore the preserved of Israel : I will also give^thqe 
for a light to tha Gentiles^ that thou mayest be my 
salvation unto the end of die earth V '^ Of the 
increase of his government"^ says the same prophet 
elsewhere ^^ and peace there shall ht no e^d^ upon 
the throne of David^ and upon his kingdom^ to 
order it^ and to establish it with judgement and 
rwith justice from henceforth even for everV 
Here is the universality of the salvation; here is 
;the eternity of the kingdom: and Jesus of Nazareth, 
fulfilling the seemingly contradictory prophecies of 
the Hedeemer s character, — ^he " whom man despi- 
fSeth, and whom the nation abhorrethV' whose name 
:yet ^^ should be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
;.peace V' — ^has taken all this upon himself : he has 
declared to the Apostles commissioned to.preach 
.his Gospel to all nations, ^^ All power is given unto 
:me in heaven and in earth : and, lo, I am with you 
al way, even unto the end of the worlds" With 
this promise ofi4Christ, is there any need of the 
sword of Mahomet to write the words of the Gos^ 
pel in the blood of the conquered? And are the 
^ensual pleasures of his paradise to be called in as 
s^upplemental to the spiritual treasures which Christ 
has announced to the faithful ? Are we to confound 
vice with virtue, fiction with prophecy ? The words 

* Is. xlix. 6. *' Is. ix. 7. *^ Is. xlix. 7. 

** Is. ix. 6. • Matth. xxviii. 18, 20. 
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of Moses in the law are^ ^^ Ye shall not add unto 
the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish ought from it^ f the same is the lan- 
guage of the Book of Revelations ^ at the close of 
the sacred volume. Any attempt to add^ to this in 
later days has been marked with absurdity, not less 
than with presumption : and who can have a desire 
to diminish it, but he to whom God's command- 
ments are grievous ? The sinner would wish to 
strike out of the Book of the Lord many of its 
precepts, and all its penalties: but who is wise 
to discover faults in the natural world, or errors in 
the moral, to say that any thing unnecessary or 
unprofitable has been created or has been com- 
manded ? All Scripture is profitable for instruction 
in righteousness ; but he who hateth righteousness 
erases to all practical purpose the commandment 
from the Bible, and challenges God to inflict what 
he has threatened, to ^^ take away his part out of 
the book of life/' — Let it be our prayer that such 
be not our sentence, that our ^^ names be found in 
the book of remembrance written for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thouglrikupon his name'**' 
Let it be our prayer that the voice of the Lord as 
a two-edged sword may strike deep into our hearts, 
that by patience and comfort of his holy word we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which he hath given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Deut. iv. 2. *» Vide Rev. xxii. IS, 19. 

Vide Prov. XXX. 6. «• Mai. iii. 16. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

(Whitsunday.) 

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST AND THE FESTIVAL 

SYSTEM OF THE JEWS. 



DEUTfaoNOMYy Chap. xtL ver. 16. 

^^ Three times in a year shaUall thy make appear before the Lard 
thy God in the flace which he shall choose ; in the feast of 
unleavened hread^ and in the feast ofrveehs, and in the feast of 
tabernacles" 

The festival^ my brethren^ which our church calls 
on us this day to celebrate^ is that which comme* 
morates the miraculous effusion of the Holy Spirit 
on the Apostles^ when on the day of Pentecost^ with 
one accord, they were come together unto one 
place ^. From Jerusalem they were commanded 
by their Master before his ascension *^ not to der 
part, but to waiti for the promise of the Father, 
which they had heard of him*' ;"— that promise of 
the Comforter was as on this day fulfilled. They 
were to ^^ tarry in the city of Jerusalem, until they 
should be endued with power from on high^ ;' and 
with that power, as on this day, were they invested* 
A more extended commission was now given them ; 

* Acts ii. 1. *> Acts i. 4. *" Luke laiv^ 49. 
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for liiey were ordained " witnesses unto the Lord 
J^sus^ both in Jerusalem and in all Judea^ and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth V By the Holy Spirit were they qualified 
for the office ; for he was to " teach them all things^ 
and to bring all things to their remembrance, what- 
soever their Master had told them^.'* He was to 
guide them into all truth ; and when delivered up 
unto councils, and scourged in the synagogues, there 
was to be given them, by the Spirit of their Father 
which was to speak in them, what th^y should 
speak*. In the Second Lesson of the day we are 
told that unto the assembled Apostles as they were 
sitting ^^ came suddenly a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire^* emblems of 
utterance and fervour, of understanding, enlightened 
and penetrating elocution ; and the Apostles ^^were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance*." ^^ Devout men out of every nation under 
heaven" at that time "dwelling at Jerusalem" heard 
the Apostles from Galilee, persons of humble life 
and small acquirement, uneducated and untra^el^- 
led, they heard them speak, with those of every re*' 
gion of the then known divisions of the* earthy te' 
the native language of each. Well might thei^' 
have been amazed md marvel when they hiilutL 

■ Acts' 1. 8. * John xiv. 26. « Vide Matth. x. 1 7, &c. 

" Acts ii. 3. * Acts ii. 4, &c. 
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them speak in their various tongues the /Wouderfu} 
works of God; and naturally did the additioa om 
that day of three thousand souls to the chiurch* 
attest the reality and evince the power of the mira^ 
cle. This was the spiritual harvest which the first 
fruits offered by the Jews at the feast of Pentecost 
prefigured ; and the day, which had beeiii before 
hallowed by the promulgation of the law^ received 
a yet more glorious sanctification by being that 
from- which we are to date the diffusion of the Gos- 
pel into all lands. 

To recite to you any selection from the nume* 
rous texts in the Christian Scriptures which prove 
the distinct personality of the Holy Ghost, by as- 
signing to him properties which are obviously per- 
sonal, and actions which do not admit any explak 
nations that could ascribe them to God the Father- 
acting by any energy of his nature ; to establish to 
you that this Person is divine ; that the Holy 
Ghost is God, by those texts which show that ther 
attributes, the works, an,d even the name of God 
are in the New Testament ascribed to him ; to goi 
into an examination of the ofiices and the opera«-^ 
tions of the Holy Ghost at the length which the 
importance of these great doctrines demand, — would[ 
lead me too far from the main object of these dis- 
courses. My views must be confined to what maj^ 
be necessary to mark the connection of the Jewish 
with the Christian Scripture on the general subject, 

■ Vide Acts ii. 41. .i 
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and to explain to you what in the sixteenth chap^ 
ter of Deuteronomy directed the chorch lit ita se- 
lection of it for the first Morning Lesson on thi» 
great Christian festival. 

On the nature of the Holy Spirit, on the atone- 
ment of the Son^ on the Trinity^ and on the incar- 
nation, year after year are volumes written^ to snp-^ 
port against the opposers of our faith that doctrine 
which our Church believes and confesses : yet as 
long as men are to be found who will have dark- 
ness rather than light, so long will that opposition 
be continued by the vain of understanding and the 
vicious in life. Professing to be wise, men become 
fools : they become fools when they agitate ques- 
tions which but gender strife, and through ^* oppo- 
sitions of science falsely so called,*' demand in mat- 
ters of faith that demonstrative certainty which 
would wholly alter its character, and in matters of 
a world which is yet to come, expect the vivid im- 
pression of sensitive knowledge. ^^ Let no man^** 
my beloved brethren, " spoil you through philoso- 
phy and vain deceit *." If there be any thing to 
which the understanding of man cannot roach, it 
must naturally be supposed that what relates to tlie 
nature and essence of the Deity must be of this 
description ; and here may it well be confined to 
what he has himself thought proper to discloae. 
Yet how hardly has the imperious and self-sufficient 
reason of man dealt with the acknowledged declar- 

• Col. ii. 8. 
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rations of divine authority! What God in his 
Scriptures has fully unfolded and made plain to 
every comprehension^ reason incorporates into her 
law of nature and promulgates as part of her sy^ 
stem of probabilities. She is not satisfied with 
the benefits of the possession^ unless her claims are 
admitted to the honour of the discovery. Where 
for wise purposes God has not deigned to gratify 
the inquisitive with a full manifestation of the my- 
sterious truth, where to repress the pride of human 
learning a revelation has been but in part vouch- 
safed^ reason demands or produces more : refu- 
sing the exercise of modesty humble faith^ she will 
bring the mystery, left obscure for the trial of that 
faith, to the most severe test of controversial scru- 
tiny : she assails it with her captious questions, for 
answering which no explanatory provision has been 
furnished in God's word, or she brings forward her 
own inference, or her own <;omment, to supply the 
defect of God's communications. Be apprised, my 
belQved brethren, that there are '^ things which are 
hid from the wise and prudent, and revealed unt6 
babes * ;" and ^^ be it your great study to be wise 
unto that which is good, and simple concerning^ 
eviP." 

The great body of religious truth and moral pre-^^ 
cept taught in the patriarchal and Levitical Scrip-* 
tures is retained in the Christian : there it is esta- 
blished on sanctions of more powerful efficacy, and 

• Vide Luke x. 21. ^ Rom. xvi. 19. 
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raised in degree of spirituarpurity. But to tJiei&ft* 
our Lord has added in his Gospel several' discove-* 
ries of the highest importance^ faintly shadowed' 
out^ and imperfectly^ at the utmost^ disclosed in the' 
dispensations which preceded his. On snc^h sub-' 
jects it cannot be expected that the Jewish Scrip- ' 
tures should bear in any other manner than as^ 

■ 

types which prefigure, or preparations which might* 
serve to introduce them. The existence of thA^ 
Holy Spirit, his nature, his oflSces, his influence,* 
and assistances, being a doctrine of this description,* 
a chapter could not readily be found in the Old' 
Testament which might contain throughout the* 
whole of it matter appropriate to the festival of^ 
this day. But to make it manifest that the scheniei^ 
of the Jewish law was to introduce the Christiab,' 
it had pleased Providence so to order the course df 
events, that each of the more important particulars ' 
of the Christian history should take place at the 
season of some corresponding festival of the Jew- 
ish. Thus at the time of the feast of the Jewish 
Passover, which was instituted to commembrat^* 
the deliverance from Egyptian bondage, took'plaicci ' 
the death and passion of our Saviour Jesus Christ, ' 
the true Paschal Lamb that was slain to redeem all ' 
mankind from the bondage of sin and Satan t ' 'add : 
at the distance of fifty days from that great Chrid-' 
tian sera, at the season of the Jewish Pentecost, at * 
which time the Jewish law had been given on Mobiit^ 
Sinai, the Holy Spirit came down in miraculous 
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energy, to supply to the first preachers of the Gos- 
pel the quaUfications which might fit them for 
their task^ — ^knowledge, and utterance, and boldness, 
and power. The observance of Christian festivals 
thus naturally followed in the train of the Jewish ; 
and those who would set aside such observance, 
because the acts intended to be commemorated 
should at all times be equdly in our thoughts, show 
an Ignorance of human nature, which requires often 
the specific revival after establishment of the ge- 
neral necessity ; and equally show an inattention to 
the Scriptural accounts of their primitive institution, 
which derive them from God's command. Both the 
Jewish and Christian Scriptures sanction the com- 
memorative ordinance, and thus guard against the 
perpetual postponement which too often attends 
what has not a definite time set out for its per- 
formance. 

The sixteenth chapter of Deuteronomy has been 
accordingly appointed by the Christian Church the 
First Lesson to be read on the festival of Whit- 
sunday, as containing the command to the Jews for 
the celebration of the Feast of Weeks, to which it 
bpre analogy. The Feast of Weeks had been an- 
Dpunced in other chapters of the Law, and more 
precise directions elsewhere given for the form of 
it9 observance ; but this chapter brings the three 
pi^jincipal feasts of the Jews under one view to our 
npjtic^ : and marks the connection of the others 

2 a 
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with' the great feast of the Passover^ from' the dc^te 
of which their tim^s are specially counted. Tb^ 
chapter begins with an account of the Fa^sovei:^ 
noting particularly the month in which-, it was tq 
be celebrated, inasmuch as the beginning of the 
year (called here the beginning of montha) h^d 
been by special command changed when this in3tir 
totion was first ordained, for the purpose of marl^ 
ing more strongly the event which the festival wa9 
intended to commemorate. Froni the Passover 
the chapter proceeds to speak of the Feast of 
Weeks, to be kept seven weeks, or a wedc of .weeks 
from thfe date of the Passover. And it afterwards 
gives the order for observing the Feast of X^bemar 
cles, of tents or booths ; a festival instituted m 
commemoration of the Israelites* sojouirning^ in the 
wilderness, where for forty years they dweU ij^ 
tents. These feasts are elsewhere called by other 
names, taken from the agricultural occupations of 
the Jewish people about the seasons of their aMr 
nual celebration : the feast of weeks was called t)^ 
feast of harvest, and the feast of taberna<^les Jtl^t 
of ingathering'. They were to be celebral^d Ji^ 
each year at the place, which the Lord should 
choose, which chosen place afterwards was Jep^^^ar 
lem. " Three times in a year,** the cha^r ^t^tep^ 
^^ shall all thy males appear before the. Lptd, t\^|( 
God in the place which he shall, choosey \u^ tib^ 
feast of unleavened. bread, and in the f^a^tof .wi^^]^ 



and in the fbast'of tabernacles ; and theyj shaltiiot 
uppear before the Lord einpty': every man shall 
give ai^ he is able^ according to the blessing of the 
Lord thy God which he hath given thee*.'* 

Scattered as the Jewish people were Over Iw-ok eft 
districts of conntry, and dwelling by their respect 
tive tribes, the system of these festivals wais^-wisciy 
adapted 16 prevent their separating intt> snoiaBer 
c^ommtinities^ and to preserve the uiiiformity of the 
national religion. These brought them all together 
three times in each vear to the sameness of the 
Worship enjoined by their law, and to the celebra- 
tion of a common festival instituted' for the oom*- 
ittienJbration of objects in wHich all had an equal 
interest. It cannot be supposed that they could 
hiVe for seven day^ together at the feast of ta^ 
beriades, their residence in tents, 'Without their 
thfttights being directed in a lively manner to the 
days • of l3ie s^ojourn in the wilderness ; without 
Iffroiig condemnation of the rebellious spirit which 
idoomed their foreftithers to forty years' continue 
knee in that ptetarious abiding place ; and without 
grateful reeoUedtion of the powerful deKveranctes 
^hich thtey had experienced, and the miraculous 
WCTppait which they had daily reccited. Nor could 
fhi^y^at the season of the Passover for seven days 
kki unleavened bt^d, without a bitter remembrance 
tttf the hatdihips which they endured from the idb^ 
laters to wfforti they were enslaved; acnd* k ikh^vmA 

' Deut. xvi. 16, 17. 
2 A 2 
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determination to persevere in the worship of Jeho- 
vah, whose outstretched arm brought them out of 
the house of bondage, and overthrew the hosts of 
the enemies which pursued them. And when fifty 
days after their eating the bread of affliction they 
were called on to rejoice at the harvest now begin- 
ning, who would refuse his free-will offering from 
the first-firuits, in acknowledgement of the unalien- 
able rights of him who is Lord of the whole earth 
and proprietor of all its treasures ? Naturally in 
these respects is the Law the type of the Gospel, 
and these feasts a type of the gathering of all .the 
people to Christ and to his church; where they 
were come ^^ unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com^. 
pany of angels, to the general assembly of the 
church of the first-bom which are written in hea- 
ven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirit3 
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediar 
tor of the new covenant*." And if the death of 
Christ at the Passover wrought dismay among.his 
followers, how great must have been their joy when 
at Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down from hea- 
ven to give strength to their faith, and power ,to 
their preaching ! They who had " sown in tears, now 
reaped in joy ^." Then was it known to be ^^ a. faithr 
ful saying, that if they be dead with Christ, they 
should also live with him ; and that if they sufibred 
with him, they should also reign with him^." ,, 

* Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. " Ps. cxxvi. 5. ' Vide 2 Tim. ii. 1 1 . 
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The command given in the chapter is, " Three 
times in a year shall all thy males appear before 
the Lord*." Through a kind consideration for the 
weakness of the female sex their attendance was 
not compelled ; but from incidental matter occur- 
ring elsewhere in Scripture, we find that often it 
was given, and that whole families attended to- 
gether. We find that Hannah the mother of Sa- 
muel ^^ came up with her husband to oflFer the 
yearly sacrifice V ^^^ attended from year to year. 
Both *' the parents of our Lord went up to Jerusa- 
lem every year, at the feast of the Passover^ ; and 
the company of their kinsfolk and acquaintance on 
one of these occasions we know was numerous. 
In the general assemblage of such multitudes at 
these festivals, the statesman cannot but see much 
advantage towards unfting in one compact confede- 
ration subjects of the same government who came 
from distant quarters, and parties who from local 
and other circumstances might have different inter- 
ests ;— in their social intercourse and the intermaiv 
riage of the different tribes, which was a probable 
consequence, he finds the principles of amicable 
union strengthened ; and for the necessary prepara- 
tions for the journey, and for defraying their ex- 
penses during the continuance of the feast, he 
ascertains that industrious exertion and internal 
commerce must have been usefully promoted by 
the festival system of the Jews. But he who consi- 

* Dcut. xvi. 16. ^ I Sam. ii. 19. *^ Luke ii. 11, 8:c. 
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dersHhe origin and the peculiar eoUKtitutioa off tb^ 
staite, will look further into the moral and religious 
uses of the system* Por the .Jews were not oajlj' 
tO' be one naltion :• — such they were by their oommon 
descent from the patriarchs ; and the exact nsgister s 
required to be kept by them^ preserved to .eaqh^ft 
knowledge of their families and genealogies : hut 
they were to be a holy natioUy and each of .their 
festivals was a religious assembly with appropriate 
subjects of reminiscence. ^^ The feasts of the Lord 
w^re koly convocations \* no servile work was to he 
done therein^ but fcM* seven days an offering. made 
by fire was to be offered unto the Lord^/' On the 
first day and again on the eighth were to be holy 
convocations : with religion the festivals opened^ 
with religion they closed. Their feasts w^re aot, 
as some of those heathen assemblages, with which 
in their political consequences they might a^it 
in a certain degree some comparisony— *their feasts 
were not assemblages to witness and encoiu'age a 
display of feats of strength or contests of skill % 
their joy was in the Lord ; to call to remembmoce 
the acts of his mercy and goodness to their fathecs^ 
and to supplicate a continuance of them to .them^ 
selves : and in that joy thefatherless and thenridow^ 
the slave as well as the freeman^ were to be pai^ 
takers. The command for the feast of weeks, afteiL 
enjoining the tribute of a free-will offering to be 
given by each according- as the Lord had blessed 

' Vide Exod. xii. 16. *», Nytnb. xxviii. 18, 19, 25. 
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b^, gaysy^^ And thou shalt rejoice before theiLotd 
thy QoAy ^hou^ and thy son, and thy daugbterf^uid 
toyman-servant, and thy maid-servant; and the 
iii^€i^' that is ^thin thy gates, and the stranger^ 
and ihe fatherless, and the widow, tlmt are among 
yoli/in the place which the Lord thy God hath 
l;hosen to place his name there. Aoid thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: 
find thou shalt observe and do these statiites^'f 
Itie love of man, the kindness of bestowing com-^ 
fort on those who needed it, was here associated 
witii the duties of religious worship ; and to the re^ 
lK>lleetions of relief administered formerly to them^ 
selves, they were now called to strengthen th^ 
daims of their brethren who were in necessity. 

' So many and so great were the advantages which 
the Jews found to arise from the system of tiie an- 
nual festivals, together with those resulting from 
the festivals which returned after periods more di^ 
stant, that no part of their institutions was more 
populah In after-times they even added vohmta^- 
rily to their number, on occasion of events in their 
history which they wished with joy to commemo- 
r»le in testimony of their gratitude for deliverances 
witil whicih they were &vocHred. But the important 
U66S at these festiyals towards preserving theii*- reli-^ 
gtous Mtablishment and^ its worship from capricious 
and corrupt ichange, and the cocisequenoe attached 
to them in the eyes- of the divine Ruler of their 

"^ Dcttt, xvi. 11, 12. 
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'M0it6^ We learn from idiat took place isrhen they 
^were ' first departed from. When Jeroboam : $aw 
the danger to his usurped authority^ from his sub- 
jects meeting the rest of the people at the annual 

• festivals at Jerusalem, on pretence of the great dis- 
'toncfe'he made provision for securing the adran- 
'tages of the system within his own dominions, by 
' setting up akars at Dan and Bethel. But this first 

change became immediately an introduction to 
other changes of greater importance ; for at these 
altai^s he revived the worship of the idols of their 
fathers* abominations, making gods of the golden 

' calves, which he proclaimed as '^ the gods that 
brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt ^^ 
With the objects of worship he changed the tknes, 
and for his idolatrous services he made priests of 
the lowest of the people, which were not of the 

I sons of Levi. " And this thing," we are told, ^'be- 

* came sin unto the house of Jeroboam, to cut it ofi* 
V and to destroy it from off the face of the earth'*." 
" The protection of the Lord had been promised i to 
t those who at the appointed seasons went up to the 
'temple service ; " Neither," said he, ^^ shall any: man 

desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear 
before the Lord thy God du*ice in the yeai!^" Thiice 
in each year for centuries before had this miracu- 
lous iuterposition been exerted in their behalf: but 
the gods 6f Jeroboam could give no protection to 
tbeir worshipers, and the king of Assyria came : up 

* 1 Kings xii. 26, & c. *» 1 Kiogs xiii. 34. " Exod. xx^v. 24. 
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against the children of Israel and carried theni)ij»jtiP 
captivityj. "They had rejected the atatuten' 6| r ihe 
Lord and his covenant that he made idth thek 
fathers ; they became vain and went after /the hea- 
then, concerning whom the Lord had dbai^ed them^ 
that they should not do like them >— they made 
thenL molten images, even two cfdres, and: maiib^ 
grove, and worshiped all the:lK>st of .heavi^Ovltlid 
served Baal*." " And the Lord rejected all tfee seed 
of Israel, and afflicted them, and deUveited them 
into the hands of the spoilers, until he Jbad jt^ast 
them out of his sight V . i 

That the Levitical could not have been that &ml 
dispensation in which '^ all the nations of the. earth 
should be blessed V' were there no other circittn- 
stance to prove it, the system of the annual f^ti- 
yals decisively pronounces. The assemblage of j&e 
entire male population three times in each, year^in 
one particular place, would be utterly impossibleto 
any state but one which should inhabit a very 
limited territory. The promises to the patrisurijlis 
were of blessings that should be to all people i and 
when the prophets announced to the Jews the call 
of the Gentiles to partake those promised blessings, 
they declared that the exclusive systeni of the^ Le- 
vitical ordinances was to give way to a dispensation 
extensive as the promises made to the patriai^hs, 
extensive as the mercy of Him who made them ^In- 
terposed between the universality of the patriarchal 

* 2 Kings xvii; 1.5, 16. ''^ Kings xvii. 20. *^ GeiirXxii. 18. 
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hb{>ee and their completion in the coming of die 
M^iilih^ th^ Levitical dispensation^ as itwaslinated 
im- 'its ran^e/so was it temporary in its duration, 
it ^was'accemmodated to the nonage of a spiritual 
world ; and wfaegr that world advanced to a umturity 
of ^ knowledge, the season of pupilage was to bave 
an «nd : wisely adapted to the altainment of cer- 
tain ohjects, when those objects wa*e attained, as 
t -means it was no longer necessary, and its cum* 
brous machinery was laid aside. It had exfa^ted 
to the (idolaters around it a nation befievingin tiie 
unity of a spiritual God, and deriving from his 
revelation the principles of divine knowledge and 
moral regulation : it had preserved with reverential 
integrity the oracles of God which had been com- 
mitted to its care* When he whom those oracles 
pointed out appeared on earth, the records no 
longer were to be consigned to the guardianship of 
If ' specially-selected people; by the voice of the 
f)reachers ''tbeir sound went- into all the earth*,** 
tad ^^ the fall of the Jews became the riches of the 
world*.** The high^-priest himself, compassed witfe 
infirmity, and needing sacrifice for his own sins, 
t^tired before the unchangeable priesthood of him 
^ who is able to- save to the uttermost, and who 
Ifter liveth to mike intercession^ ;'* '^^ho was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinnera, and 
made higher than the heavens^.'* The offering for 

* Rom. X. 18. " Vide Rom. xi. U. 

«= Heb. vii. 25. •* Heb. vii. 26. 



ain by the blood of bulls and of goats in.a/iWorldl|r 
tabernacle made with hands^ lost all Us figuredvalvd 
when Christ, by a greater and more pei^ect tabejst 
jmde, ''by his own blood entered iiito^ iheiholy 
place, having obtained eternal' redemption for lis V* 
'^ Moses, faithful in all his houseas.a^servanty.fov 
a testimony of those things which were to be spor^ 
]j:en after V submitted in diminished glory .before 
him who was '^ as a son over his own house%" ithe 
appointed heir of all things, whom '' all the angela 
are commanded to worship/' and '' whme throne is 
for ever and ever**." Under this, the final dispen-i* 
sation,— under its light, its freedom and its hopeSf 
happily, my brethren, we have found <^ur place* 

But was it not the Lord's command that th^ 
feasts should be observed " through their geoerair 
tions by an ordinance for ever®?" Did .not Mosea 
pronounce their priesthood an everlasting prieslr 
hood, their covenant a perpetual covenant r And 
did not our Lord declare that till ''heaven and 
earth shoidd pass away, one jot or one. tittle should 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled*?'* 
All this indeed is truly stated ; but yet an actmU 
eternity of obligation is not on these texts to. b^ 
claimed for the Mosaic institutions. The Lipport 
of the expressions in the Old Testament is mer^y 
that there existed not in the Jewish rulers or i9 
the Jewish people any power to alter or to . res^^ind 

» Vide Heb. ix. 1 1, 12, 13. »» Heb. iii. 5. " Heb. iii. 6. 
•* Vide Heb. i. 6, 8. * Exod. xii. li. ^ Matth. v. 18. 
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Ihose^ laws. While the Jews were to continue a 
natiott^ 'the institutions of Moses were to sabsist 
Without repeal and without change, in the full force 
df . the! audiority which enacted them : but when 
iiie countenance of the Lord was to be withdrawn 
from dieir nation, and the Jewish people, in punish- 
»ent of their offences, were to be dispersed over all 
file earth, the Law which regulated them in their 
judicial and national concerns was to be abolished 
as of course. When the destruction of Jerusalem 
was foretold, the abolition of that festival system, 
by which three times in each year all their males 
were required to repair thither, was foretold also. 
Common sense would pronounce against the type 
and that which it represented being both at the 
same time in exhibition before the worshipper : why 
Aen should the sacrifice of the Law co-exist with 
the atonement by the blood of Christ ? — ^the cere- 
monies of the ritual observance with the spiritual 
righteousness of the Gospel ? The figure naturally 
vanished when the reality which it prefigured dis- 
covered itself: the law of bondage ceased, when 
the natibns enjoyed the perfect liberty of the Gos- 
upel of Christ. 

-i One part indeed of the Mosaic law, the moral 
law, and the moral law alone, was of perpetual obli- 
gation^ The seventh of our Articles of Religion 
kates this precisely : ** Although the law given 
from God by Moses, as touching ceremonies and 
rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the civil pre- 
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cepts thereof ought of necessity tO be receive ifci 
any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding^ no Ghnsf 
tian man whatsoever is free from the obedience of 
the commandments which are called nuwcaL'' Found*- 
ed on the unalterable relations of man^ to God ajid 
to his fellow-men^ these had a principle of obltga)- 
tion antecedent to the law of Moses^ which itbe 
patriarchal dispensation acknowledged, and whidk 
the Christian dispensation did not destroy* Whilf 
our Lord blotted out the hand-writing of ordih- 
nances, he gave additional sanctions and increased 
extent to the commandments: he cleared them of 
the traditions of the scribes, by which their precept! 
were made inoperative : he gave such explanation 
of their principle as showed it seated in the heait^ 
to rule over the will and the affections : he made 
their observance a condition for obtaining eterati 
life : " If thou wilt enter into life," said he, ^^ ke€^ 
the commandments*." As on this day, these qomt 
mandments were delivered on Mount Sinai to th« 
chosen people by the great Lawgiver of the w<»:ld$ 
the Creator of heaven and earth. As on this day^ 
the Apostles were endowed with power from on 
high to preach the Gospel of Christ in air landjH 
and therefore to enforce obedience to those qom- 
mandments, which fprmed under his sanctions wA 
his interpretation the purified system <^, Chy^istidp 
morals. Where, amidst all the boast of ctiltivat^ 
intellect and enlightened observation, could such) liBi 
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moral code be found on earth ? When stmvikt s^es 
and^'statesmeb, philosophers and lawgrren^ h&d 
ever such a moral instructor before appeared ?-^-^Birt;, 
iftij beloved brethren, let us bewate of limited viewl^ 
of the Lord Jesus^ which would pass over his most 
meritorious services without regard^ and derogate 
htom hid high dignity. Had his moral instmctioitk 
been the whole of the Grospel which' his Apontles 
jitrdached, then ' would that Gospel btit have ^i^orkcid 
wrath, announcing to the world its sinfuhfess and 
its condemnation : then by the Gospel, as before 
** by the Law, had been the knowledge of sin ;** and 
as before, ^ by the deeds of the Law, in thfe sight of 
God no flesh would have been justified*.'* But 
the Apostles have preached Christ as *^of God 
made unto us*' not merely ^^ wisdom^ but also 
^* righteousness, and sanctification, and redemf^ 
tionV* They have proved to us th«t ^^all haVe 
sinned and come short of the glory of God* :'* but 
in the covenant of m^rcy *^ God hath set fortti his 
Son to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the rettiissioii of 
sins that are past, through the forbfearance df 
God*." The repentant sinner is "justified fr^el^ 
by his grace, through the redemption that ^ is in 
Jesus Christ* f and *'the law of the spirit of liffe 
in him hath made us free from the laW of sih ahA 
death n" 

» Vide Rom. iii. 20. ^ Vide \ Cor. i. SO. ^ Rom. iii. 23. 
* Rom. iii. 25. ' • Rom. iii. ^4. ' Rom. viii. 2. 
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This 13 the Gospel i^hich our Lord and his Apo^ 
sties preached^ '^salvatioii through grace by^fa&ith 
in ike atonement by his blood.'' This is^ the high 
bearing of that final dispensation^ which the formet 
dispensations served: but to promise and/to .pre<> 
figure^ to keep alive men's hopes and 40 prepare^ 
men for its reception. Faintly shadowed out as wa^ 
the atonement by the blood of Christt in the sacri^ 
fices of the Law, here in the fall brightness of the 
Redeemer's ^ory is the substance manifested. Ex* 
tensive as is the all-bonnteous mercy of our gre^ 
Creator, this calls in those who were " aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel*" to be " fellow-citi* 
zens of the saints ^," and partakers of that promise 
made to the fathers, the promise of Am in whwi all 
the 'nations of the earth should be blessed. — ^Thus 
you, my beloved brethren, ^^who sometimes were 
far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ V' and 
^^ through him have ye access unto the Father*^.'* 
Children of wrath, you have become children of 
grace. Your nature is corrupt, your resolution is 
feeble ; but God hath sent his Spirit to purify your 
hearts and to strengthen your infirmities : the Spi- 
rit of power and of wisdom, which led the Apostlea 
into the knowledge of all truth, is come to you, ^ 
Spirit of holiness and heavenly comfort, Bewar<; 
then of grieving the Spirit : beware of doing der^ 
spite to the proflfered grace. Ye are bought with a, 
price ; Christ has purchased you with his blood. 

• Ephes. ii. \%, »» Ibid. 19. * Ibid. IS. *• Ibid. \%. ^ 
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What is the duty of them that are Christ's ? Is it 
not to cracify the flesh and to walk in the Spirit ? 
While you look on the one hand to the terrors of 
him who hath said, '^ Vengeance belongeth unto 
me, I will recompense * :'* look on the other to the 
precious promises of your Redeemer's love, — ^the 
fruits of the Spirit in this life, and eternal glory 
in that which is to come. Be warned, my bre- 
thren, by these terrors; be alive to those pro- 
mises. May the vail be taken away, that you may 
steadfastly look to him who is '^ the end of the 
Law that is abolished for righteousness to every 
one that believeth ^ ;" that you " all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, be 
dianged into the same image from glory to glory^ 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord V Amen. Amen*. 

■ Heb. X. SO. * Rom. x. 4. * « Cor. iii. 18. 

^ Vide Note [G]. 
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SERMON THE FIRST. 

Note A. page 3. ** conveyed to Moses J* 

Methuselah was for more than three hundred years conteBlpd-* 
rary with Adan), and more than three times that number with^' 
Noah, to whom he was grandfather. The traditional history ofihje^ 
creatk>n might have been through him conveyed froni Ad^m to $ 
Noah : that of the deluge firom Noah, by his son Shem who Imd 
been saved in the ark, to Abraham, with whom Shem was con- 
temporary for nearly a hundred and fifty years. Prom Abraham" 
to Moses the history might have been conveyed through Isaae:? 
and Joseph; by Amram the father of Moses, who was for a num- 
ber of years contemporary with Josepli. Thus the series' from 
Adam to Moses, through a period of two thousand five hundred 
years, is made complete, through Methuselah, Noah, Shem, 
Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, and Amram, each intermediate person 
having lived for many years with those on either side in the 
series. Reckoning three of our ordinary generations to a cen- 
tury, the number would in our computation have been above 
seventy generations, which in the longer life of the patriarchs 
was but seven. 

Note B. page 15. Q^ or Lord'*) 

A much, respected and very learned firiend, to whose inspec- 
tion some of these Sermons were submitted before publica- 
tion, objects to this insertion. He thinks the passage in the 
first chapter of the Epistle to the Colossians would more pro- 
perly have been rendered " begotten before the whole creation," 
or " before every creature ;" irpo xoo^s fcrtcewj yeyyijdcis. 
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Agreeing in this, I still have retained the words {or Lord) for 
reasons to be found in Whitby in loc. The primogeniture gave 
(he heirship, in virtue of which he was Lord, The same word 
trpun-oTOKos occurs again in the eighteenth verse, and from its 
acceptation there its meaning in the fift^nth can be more accu- 
rately traced. In the fifteenth he m said to be the " first-bom 
of" or ** begotten before the whole creation.** Indeed on this, 
as the Apostle intimates, there can be no doubt ; for, in fact (as 
the sixteenth and seventeenth verses parenthetically declare) 
*' all things were created by him and for him : and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist, and he is the head of 
the body the church : who is the beginning, the first-bom firom 
the dead,** irpuyroroKos rutv vcKpiov — iya, " that in all things*' (even 
over the dead) " he might have the pre-eminence.'* In confor- 
mity with this, he is in the fifteenth verse styled irfM^rorocot 
iraaris critreutSf first-bom of every creature, having pre-eminencct 
therefore, or being Lord over every creature. 

Note C. page 17. China. 

The difficulties experienced by the Embassies in later years 
to this country are known proofs of the assertion. The Chinese 
pretences to high antiquity have not the support of historical 
records, as the Emperor by whose command the great wall was 
built ordered all the books which contained the fundamental 
laws and the principles of their ancient govemment to be burnt, 
about 213 years before the Christian sera. When they ascribe 
to some of the patriarchs the age of eight thousand or ten thou- 
sand years, the millions of years which they pretend to as tlie 
duration of their empire can easily be accounted for. 

NoTi D. page 17. *' Inhabitants of vari&us parts of the earth.'* 

It is extraordinary that so much weight is ascribed to this ob- 
jection, when it comes within the observation of almost every 
person to perceive the effect produced on the omiplexion by an 
exposure, even for a very few days, in the open air to a hot sun* 
Should this be continued for weeks or years, how muck must 
we suppose the efifect increased ; — and what is to limit the degiee 
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if successive generations shall have been born and lived under 
its continued influence ? 

Colour is a kind of habit in the body, ^hich is gradually ac- 
quired, and afler a coarse of ages becomes fixed and is rendered 
permanent. Generally it may be said to be the effect of climate, 
and to correspond to the j^Bgree of heat and cold. As we de* 
scend from the higher ladmdes of the temperate zone (where the 
sanguine countenance is perpetual) to the southward, we find the 
swarthy, the tawny, the olive, and the black. Bring into these 
lower latitudes a number of new settlers, by conquest or com- 
merce, and they become so much assimilated to the original in- 
habitants through the influence of climate by time, that we can«- 
not say whose ancestor was the native of the country, and whose 
the intruding foreigner. 

It is known as a physical fact, that in the southern climates the 
bile is always augmented, and that redundancy of bile darkens 
the skin, even though there be no uncommon exposure to the 
sun. While the aqueous parts of the secretions easily escape by 
perspiration through the pores of the skin, those that are more 
dense remain in a mucous and glutinous state in that cellular 
membrane which is between the interior skin and the scarf, and 
receive there the impressions of external and discolouring causes. 
The bile is augmented by vapours from stagnant waters and 
putrescent vegetables, with which uncultivated regions abouitd ; 
by poverty and nastiness ; by fatigues and hardships : and hence, 
no less than from their nakedness, savages will be always disco- 
loured even in cold climates. It is not in this case only that 
extremes of heat and cold are found to produce similar effects. 

Local circumstances do much to modify the varieties from dif- 
ference of climate, and cause considerable diversity of colour 
under the same geographical description. Winds blowing overhigh 
mountains or over seas are cooled in their passage. Impervious 
woods, unwholesome exhalations, precarious and little nutritious 
food, give a coarseness to the species and a diseased darkness 
to the complexion; while the comforts and conveniences of civili- 
zation, security; and good order, produce a tendency to the Euro- 
pean standards of feature and skin. Cliitmte, thus modified by 
local circumstances, will account to a sufficient degree of satis- 
faction for the complexional varieties of the IkmiatI sjpeeiee in 

2b2 
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oounbries of any reasonable extent Those who, to get rid of 
more aiinute difficulties on the subject, resort to the. mippo- 
sitioii of different originals for the human species, are by.no 
means agreed among themselves what the number of these should 
be, or what the variations in colour or feature are which should 
direct to a diversity of originaL Thgf desert the testimony of 
Moses for a gratuitous supposition imch has no historical sup- 
port to call up against it, when the classical world had but one 
Deucalion and Pyrrha from whom were to proceed blacks and 
whites and all the intermediate shades of colour. Varieties no 
less striking occur in the other classes of animated nature, but 
no naturalist looks to various originals of the dog species or of 
the horse. 

Note E. page 18. ** computing time by weeks,** 

Same such subdivision of those periods of time that had been 
marked out by the heavenly bodies seems perfectly natural to us 
who are acquainted with its advantages. Supposing it to have 
been equally so to the Romans and to the Goths, to the inhabi- 
tants of Guinea and of Hindostan, to the ancient Greeks and the 
Arabians, — how are we to account for the circumstance that none 
of them made their week consist of six days or of nine, but all 
concurred in giving seven days as its period ? 



SERMON THE SECOND. 

Note F. page J?S. " Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.** 

*^ So called with respect either to God who thereby would prove 
and make known man's good or evil, his obedience and happit 
ness, or his rebellion or misery. Or rather, secondly, with respect 
to maQt who by the use of it would know to his cost how great 
And;good thiols, he did enjoy.and pught have kfipt.by his obe- 
dience, and hpw evil and bitter the fruits of his disobedience 
were to himaelf and to his posterity/'-^Poofe> yfnfiotottoftf^^ . 
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Of the Tree of Life the foUowing exphuiation is also given by 
the same annotator.-^" Tree of life — so caUed either s3rmboUcaUy 
and sacramentally, because it was a sign and seal of that U& 
'which man had received from God, and of his continual enjoy- 
ment of it upon condition of his obedience ; or efiectively, be- 
cause God had planted iHit a singular virtue for the support of 
nature, the prolongation wt' life, and the prevention of all dis- 
eases, infirmities, and decays through age." — Poole's AmnotaUona, 

Note G. page 26. ^^ Satan,** 

This word denotes him "the adversary," hating God and 
man. It is derived from the Hebrew ^tDU> to hate, to oppose, to 
be an adversary to. In the Greek he is called BiafioXoSf " the 
Devil," from the verb EiafiaWu}, to strike or stab, to attack with 
a stab, to attack or pierce with an accusation, to accuse. The 
Devil is the accuser of man, leading him into crime that he may 
be brought to punis^ent. 

Note H. page 34. " depreciation of man's moral 'character in 

the different ages of the world" 

The golden age of classical &ble was the state of man in Pa- 
radise, as recorded in the Mosaic history. The deterioration 
of his state is in the traditions of various nations ascribed to his 
falling off from his original purity. His sin in almost all is as- 
signed as the cause ; for the necessity of some atonement for sin, 
of some sacrificial rite, to propitiate the Deity and to mitigate 
man's punishment, was a doctrine universally believed and acted 
on. The mode of his temptation is alluded to in some of these 
traditions : the Serpent has had peculiar notice bestowed on him 
in the mythology of nations wholly unconnected with and at 
great distance from each other. 

Note I. page 35. <* it repented the Lord" 

In speaking of the acts and thoughts of the Deity we are con- 
strained to make use of expressions taken from the anak^es of 
man, which, therefore, afe more or less connected with human 
infirmity. Nothing can take place which has not been fi>re9een 
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by him, nor can any thing happen which can compel him reluc- 
tantly to change his councils. *' God is not a man/' as the pro- 
phet Samuel says, *'that he should repent." When it is said 
here that " it repented him that he had made man," we are to 
separate all idea of sorrow for having created him, and merely to 
imderatand by it a regret a^ his bflpity being so ill requited. 
This is followed by the general deftruction of the deluge, by 
such a change in the line of acting towards the creatures of his 
hands, as in man would have been the consequence of repent- 
ance, or sorrow that he had created him. 

Note J. page 35. ** the truth is not in us.** 

I had inserted among these texts Galatians v. 17; ''The 
flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; 
and these are contrary, the one to the other : so that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would.'' I have withdrawn this in conse- 
quence of a suggestion of the learned friend whom I mentioned 
in the notes on the first of these Sermons. It would be doing 
him injustice to give his opinion in any other words than his 
own. 

"I have considerable doubts whether Galatians v. 17. should 
be adduced as one of the passages for maintaining the doctrine 
of origjbial sin : not that it does not include the recogiiition of 
that doctrine — but because it appears to me to contain a great 
deal more ; and because when taken with its context and literally 
rendered) it seems to set forth n truth, the very opposite of the 
Qpinion in support of which it is commooly cited. For, while 
it shows the weakness of imassisted man, J conceive it no less 
strongly declares the strength of man, assisted by the grace of 
God, or rather of that grace operative in the renewed man. 

'* Aeyiii ^, 'irpevfJUiTi Trepirrareire^ 
Kai eviOvfAiav aapKos ov yLt) reXeoi/re' ver. 16. 

4 yap aap^ eiridvjjLei Kara tov wvevfiaroi 
TO Se vvtvfia Kara rtis aapKos, 
ravra le apTiKeirai-aWriXpis 
ipa firi 6. ay OeXrjTe ravra iroirjre. ver. 17. 

'*But I say, walk in the Spirit, 
And (he lust of the flesh ye shall not fulfil : 
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For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
But the Spirit against the flesh ; 
But these are contrary the one to the other, 
[In order] that ye may not do the [Qvil] things which ye 
would. 

"Taking the passage thus, the precept of line first and the 
promise of line second, are met and fulfilled ; or at least provi- 
sion is made that they should be so. Taking the passage in the 
ordinary way, there is a flat contradiction to both precept and 
promise : for how can a person walk in the Spirit^ how can he 
escape fulfilling the lust of the fleshy if in consequence of the 
strife between flesh and Spirit, we cannot do the [good] things 
that we would ? 

*' But, in truth, the common rendering is most obviously erro- 
neous : for iva is not, * so that,* but simply, * that,' or * in order 
that,' and firi Trociyrc is not, * ye cannot^* but * ye may not* 

" The final cause assigned for the contrariety of the two anta- 
gonist principles is, that by divine grace we may obtain a victory 
over the sensual part of our nature : or, in the Apostle's phrase, 
that the strength of God may be made perfect in our weakness." 



SERMON THE THIRD. 

Note K. page 47. *' Partial inundation" 

The migrations of those who lived before the flood are not taken 
notice of in the early part of Genesis, but the overspreading of 
the earth by the sons of Noah and their descendants, as being to 
be its more permanent division, is detailed in different chapters 
with more precision. Yet when the probable number of the 
dwellers on earth at the time of the deluge is considered, it 
must be evident that it could not have been a small portion of 
the land which should have been covered with water to de- 
stroy that entire population, with the exception of eight per- 
sons only. The discovery in so many regi<w8, of remains which 
naturalists look on as tiie remains of some deluge or otheri 
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^^foid the traditions of the destruction of nearly the whole of the 
,]huiiwi race by the waters of a flood universally found to exiat, 

, .proTe that the deluge described was more jthan a partial inunda- 

f tion. , Were the deluge confined to the countries about Palestine, 
the vestiges of the devastation would have left them more sub- 
stantially different from the rest of the globe than they are found 
to be by travellers, and the tradition would have extended only 

. as far as the communication of those countries with Palestine 
would be found to have reached. How far different this is from 
the case as it exists in reahty is stated in another part of tlie 
discourse. 

Note L. page 48. ^'popukuion of the world at the period as- 
signed to the deluge" 

Some learned men have entered into computations, which would 
have made the number of inhabitants on the earth at the time 
amount to two millions of millions. The age of having children 
they have supposed to begin at 100 years and continue to 600. 
The principles on which the computations have been foimded 
are liable to some objections ; but certainly in the early ages the 
facility of getting subsistence and of migrating into new countries 
must have given rapid increase to the population ; and war and 
slavery, two great causes of its diminution, could not have been 
at those times in a high degree operative. The number at present 
on earth is considered as about eight hundred millions. 



Note M. page 51. ^* everywhere discovered J* 

" The deluge and the ark are noticed by all those persons who 
have written histories of barbarous countries." — Josephus, Ant. 
Jud. lib. i. cap. 3. § 6. He recites particularly the testimo- 
nies of ancient authors of different countries, in proof of the 
ark's resting on the high lands of Armenia, where the Mount 
Ararat of the Mosaic acicount is generally placed ; and the same 
attestation is given by travellers of a more recent date. — ^Vide 
Purchasers Pilgrims^ vol. iii. page 50 s where a traveller in 
the year 1263 is quoted, saying, <* There is also (near the moun- 



tains y^ere the ark rested) a Ihtle tbwn, CemiAmitt, whicfa is Ijy 
interpretation, eight: for they say it vras so called from- t&e 
eight persons who came out of the ark and built it. This is 
plain from the name, for Gemainum signifies eigM, They (iall 
the mountain, The Mother of the World." — We have a memorial 
of the same sort in the ship Argo, so well knbwn iii classicSal 
fable ; and Plutarch tells us that a dove wim sent by Deucalion 
out of the ark, which, when it returned to him, showed that the 
storm was not abated ; but that, when he saw it no more, he 
concluded that the sky was again become serene. Traditions of 
this sort might from the storehouse of Grecian and Roman lite- 
rature have been spread abroad as far as the connection of 
Greece and Rome extended; but this cannot account for the 
existence of such belief in ages prior to the foundation of these 
states themselves, or of similar traditions where their influence 
never extended, as among the Goths and the Hindoos, among 
the Mexicans or the Chinese, among the Druids, and among the 
South-sea Islanders. 

Note N. page 52. " structure and capacity of the afkJ* 

Objection has been made to the difficulty of having at those 
times a vessel constructed of strength sufficient to withstand the 
convulsion of elements which it was to encotmter, and capable of 
containing such a number of animals, and a quantity of necessary 
stores and suitable accommodation for all the inmates. One 
hundred years were employed in its preparation (while Noali 
was preaching repentance to the people), a time fully sufficient 
to make it strong for its purppse by ordinary agents. As to its 
capacity, I beg to quote the following from the erudite and 
valuable work of my venerable tutor and respected firiend, the 
Rev. Dr. William Hales, rector of Killisandra, and fonnetly 
Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin. ^ The dimensions ai the 
ark were 800 cubits in length, 50 in breadth, and 30 in height, 
and it consisted of three stories or floors. Reckcming the cubit 
at 18 mches, it will be found that it must hBVd be^ of the bur- 
den of 42,413 tons. A flrst-^rate man-o^war is between ^£00 
and ^300 tons; and consequently, the ark had the a^city.or 
stowage of eighteen' of such ships, the largest in present use^and 
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might carry 20,000 men with provisioiiB for six months, besides 
the wieight of 1800 cannons, and o£ all military stores. It was 
then by much the largest ship ever built Can we doubt of its 
being sufficient to contain eight persons and about 200 or 250 
pair of four-footed animals ? a number to which, according to 
Mr. Buffon, all the various distinct species may be reduced, 
together with all the subsistence necessary for a twelvemonth V 
— Hales*8 Antdym of Chronology^ vol. i. page 328. 

Note O. page 55. " confirmed it" 

This argument is thus put forward with much strength and 
clearness in a note in Gray's Key to the Old Testament. — '* The 
supposed difficulties of emigration are obviated by recent disco- 
veries in geography ; for these demonstrate a much greater prox- 
imity in countries, between which no communication was sup- 
posed to exist in the earlier ages of the world, than obtains be- 
tween those from which early emigrations have confessedly been 
made, and those to which they have been directed. It is now 
determined by positive examination, that the north-east part of 
Asia is either connected with the north-west part of America, 
or separated from it by a very inconsiderable distance ; though 
indeed this discovery was not necessary to prove that the savage 
nations of the Western continent must have derived their origin 
from the same common source as the Eastern nations ; since, 
not to insist on the arguments for the recency of their establish- 
ment, which might be drawn from their uncivilized state and 
their rude ignorance of the useful arts, they retained the vestiges 
of opinions and customs, which were so remarkably similar to 
those that prevailed in the East, as evidently to point out a 
former connection : — a reverence for the Sabbath, and an ac- 
quaintance with many appointments of the Mosaic institution, 
were observed to exist in America by the first discoverers <^ 
that country, too numerous indeed to be the result of accident 
or casual remembrance ; all the Americans had some traditionary 
acquaintance with the particulars of the Mosaic history ; as of 
the flood ; of one fkmily preserved ; and of the confusion of 
tongues. The Mexicans had a custom of tingeing the tlireshold 
of the door with blood, possibly in allusion to the circumstances 
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that distinguished the institution of the Passover ; and the Cana* 
dians had even some idea of the Messiah." — Gratfs Key^ note (i)^ 
where original authors are referred to. 



SERMON THE FOURTH. 

Note P. page 64. " The Lord rained brimstone and fire from 

the Lord out of heaven" 

Commentators differ much in their explanations of this passage. 
** Pluit a Domino, a seipso," saith one ; '* vi et potentia propria, 
non usitato naturae ordine. Vel ad auxesin pertinet ; pluit plu- 
viam magnam." '* Pluit filius, cui Pater omne judicium com- 
misit," John v. 22, saith another ; " a Patre qui per Rlium ope- 
ratur." This latter considers " the Lord" in the first part of 
the phrase as a concise expression for " the angel of the Lord," 
by which it may be shown is meant ** the Word," *^ the Lord 
Jesus." In this sense this passage is reckoned among the pas- 
sages in the Book of Genesis which intimate plurality in the 
Godliead. 

Note Q. page 65. ** strong confirmation of the Mosaic account 

of their destruction" 

The lake Asphaltis or Dead Sea now occupies the place where 
these cities formerly stood ; and Diodorus Siculus, Tacitus and 
Strabo, concur in such descriptions of the lake and the regicm 
about it, as give support to the tradition prevailing on the spot, 
of the destruction of the cities by an inundation of sulphureous 
and boiling waters. They represent the lake as bitter and fetid 
to such a degree that neither fish nor aquatic animals of any sort 
are able to live in it ; and the land of a quality which bore traces 
of having lost its productive power. These accounts are con* 
firmed by modern travellers, by MaundrdU and Pococke of our 
own countrymen, and Thevenot and Volney of the French. 
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KoTB.R. page 66, " iuperiarit^ qf Abraham in kU^rity as well 

as in wisdom,** 

When a strife arose between the herdsmen of Abraham's cat- 
tle and the herdsmen of Lot's cattle, the prudent expedient of 
taking separate possessions for each was of Abraham's propo- 
ttng : a^ relimpiishing the r^t of seniority to make the choice, 
he left to his nephew to decide for both. Lot took to himself 
the cities of the plain of Sodom that was well watered, " even as 
the garden of die Lord," but where he had to endure vexation 
from <ihe filthy conversation of the wicked. The wealth at So- 
dom and Gomorrah excited the cupidity of the neighbouring 
kings, and Lot was taken captive and his goods carried away in 
an incursion, from which he was rescued, and his property reco- 
vered, by the vigorous effort of Abraham at the head of his ser- 
vants. 

Note S. page 68. "his name is held in lumour.** 

This veneration in which Abraham was known to have been 
held induced Mahomet to insert the whole of his history in the 
Koran. Josephus gives many ancient testimonies respecting 
him, and Eusebius (Prep, Evang. lib. ix. ch. 1 7, &c.) gives se- 
veral of the particulars of his history as told by different pro&ne 
historians. Among these are his rescuing his nephew after he 
had been taken prisoner ; his receiving his wife restpred to him 
by the king of Egypt, whose attention she had engaged when 
passing as his sister ; and the divine command to sacrifice his son, 
with the substitution of a ram £:>r the intended victim at the de- 
sire of an angel who came down to authorize it. More minute 
and full correspondence could not possibly be expected. 

Note T. page 70. **for thinking.'* 

St. Jude, afler describing certain apostates of his day who 
denied the only Lord God, says of them that ** they have gone 
in the way of Cain," from whence it is to be inferred that Cain 
and his descendants were the first who forsook the veneration of 
a spiritual and invisible God, and set up the creature above the 
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Creator. The Chaldeans were among the earliest and most 
celebrated of the nations descended from him, and they followed 
the idolatrous worship of the heavenly bodies. That the family 
in which Abraham was bom had originally been idoktors we 
may infer from the Book of Joshua, chap. xxiv. where Joshua 
is represented saying unto all the people, " Thus saith the Lord 
Grod of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood 
in c^d time, even Terah the father of Abraham a&d the ikther 
of Nachor : and they served other gods." In the Book of Judith 
it is declared, " that the Israelites were the descendants (by 
Abraham) of the Chaldeans : and they sojourned heretofore in 
Mesopotamia, because they would not follow the gods of ^eir 
fathers, which were in the land of Chaldea. For they lefb the 
way of their ancestors, and worshipped the God of heaven, the 
God whom they knew : so they," the Chaldeans, " cast them out 
from the face of their gods, and they fled into Mesopotamia, 
and sojourned there many days." Judith v. 6, &c. There their 
God commanded them to depart from the place where they so- 
journed, and to go into the land of Canaan. " The God of 
glory," said St. Stephen, " appeared unto our father Abraham 
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran. And 
said unto him. Get thee out of thy country and from thy kin- 
dred, and come into the land which I shall show thee. Theh 
came he out of the land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran ; 
and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into 
this land wherein ye now dwell." Acts vii. £, &c. 

I have given these different passages as illustrative of the 
accurate accordance which the Scriptural writings, hovreveni 
distant the times, or however different the objects of their coitn-^ 
posers, have with each other, and as a specimen of those unde^ 
signed coincidences which Archdeacon Paley has so admirably 
exhibited in his Hor4S PauUnce, 
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SERMON THE FIFTH. 

Note U. page 83. **Nine different temptations,'* 

The number was thus made up by them : — ^Grod's command to 
him to leave his country : ;the famine which forced him to go 
into Egypt : Pharaoh's taking his wife from him : his war with 
the four kings : his despair of issue by Sarah, and his marrying 
Hagar as a concubinatory wife on that account : the command 
of circumcision at his advanced period of life : his wife being 
again taken from him by Abimelech : The expulsion of Hagar 
when pregnant : and lastly, the expulsion of Hagar with Ish- 
mael. These all, and others which might have been enumerated, 
preceded the temptation in this chapter. 

Note X. page 88. *' ecmmunkations with which he had been fa* 

voured before.** 

Some of these were followed up afler by others confirmatory 
of them : some by miraculous events of which they were pro- 
phetic, thus proving the divinity of the communication. 

Note Y. page 95. " In a figure** 

The word 'ircLpafio\% is variously rendered in our English 
Scriptures. From its root, a verb signifying to set beside, its 
first meaning is that of comparison or similitude. As such com- 
parisons are most usually for illustration of what is in itself ob- 
scure (generally the illustration of what is spiritual by what is 
corporeal), the word parable often signifies, by transferring to 
the word from its object, a saying that is dark or doubtful. 

As proverbs generally imply comparison or parallelism, the 
word sometimes denotes a proverb or by-Word, and sometimes 
a weighty sentiment or doctrine, which usually will be found 
to intimate comparison. Abraham's here receiving Isaac firom 
the dead may be considered in the language which the Apostle 
adopts through the eleventh chapter, as a figure or emblem of 
Christ's resurrection, while in the first sense of the figure it had 
reference to the age of the parents, dead as to productive power 
before the birth of the child. 
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SERMON THE SIXTH. 

Note Z. page 103. " To give the blessing to his first-horn.'' 

The elder son was by his birth-right entitled to a double portion 
of his father's goods, and to the privileges attached to the priest- 
hood of the family. But the blessing promised to Abraham and 
afterwards to Isaac, — that *' in their seed should all the nations of 
the earth be blessed," or that in the line of their descent in the 
flesh the Messiah should appear on the earth, — this was not sup- 
posed to be attached unalienably to the birth-right. Ishmael 
had it not. Rebeccah thought it necessary to use subtilty to 
obtain it for her favourite Jacob, though he had purchased the 
birth-right from his elder brother : and Isaac thought he could 
convey it to his favourite Esau, though the divine decree had 
pronounced that " the elder should serve the younger." The 
value of the blessing was raised by separating it occasionally 
from the birth-right, and a competition raised among a diversity 
of claimants. The object of such competition is set forth in this 
Sermon. 

Note A A. page 104. *^ future fortunes of his house" 

The words of the prophet Malachi, i. 3. (in which he speaks 
of the Lord, in his hatred of Esau, " laying his mountains and 
his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness,*') do not 
agree with our version of the blessing, which gives him the " fat- 
ness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above." This 
last is better rendered, " Thy dwelling shall be without the 
fatness of the earth and the dew from above, and (therefore) 
by thy sword shalt thou live," which was the character of the 
Edomites or Idumseans, their servitude t« the Israelites not taking 
place until the time of David, who conquered them and placed a 
viceroy over them. Joining afterwards with the Babylonians on 
their invasion of Judea they broke the yoke, recovered their 
strength, and continued disunited from the descendants of Jacob. 

Note BB. page 108. "accordance of n-itings in their natures 

dissimilar. 

It is not meant to confine this observation to the correspond- 
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ence of the prophecies or the types of the Old Testament with the 
fulfihnent, the antitype, in the New : the accordance adverted to 
is that between the poetical and the prosaic Scriptures, or be- 
tween the law and the historical. Archdeacon Paley in his ad- 
mirable work die Horct PouUmb^ gives this argument irresisti- 
ble jforoe by the numerous undesigned coincidences between the 
Epistles and the Acts, which he has with such ingenuity disco- 
vered and explained in a manner so perfectly satis&ctory 



Note CC. page 120. '' Moses and Pharaoh.'' 

When the Israelites set up the idolatrous worship of the golden 
calf in the wilderness, the wrath of the Lord waxed hot that he 
should consume them in their sin. On the expostulation of 
Moses he consents again to go out with them as before, declar- 
ing that he wiU be gracious on whom he '* wiU be gracious, and 
show mercy on whom he will show mercy :*' that is, he receives 
again into favour his chosen people after their transgression, as 
he had originally elected them freely from out of all the nations 
of the eartli to accomplish the purposes of his providence. 
When the words thus explained then maintain the Apostle's ar- 
gument, we are not to give them an extent of meaning beyond 
what the occasion on which they were introduced requires : we 
are not to construe them as bearing on another life or a future 
judgement, when on these subjects nothing is intimated in the 
Mosaic record of the transaction.-— For the passage respecting 
Pharaoh, Vide note on Sermon X. 



Note DD. page 122. '* daughters of Heth" 

The Hittites (the children of Heth, a son of Canaan) were one 
of the seven nations whom the Israelites under Joshua expelled 
from the promised land. Canaan had been cursed of the Lord, 
and Esau marrying two wives of that family gave pain of mind 
to his parents, which continued long in the breast of Rebecca. 
Fearless of the curse of the Lord, and without regard to his birth- 
right, he is noted as an example of profaneness in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, xii. 16. 
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SERMON THE SEVENTH. 

Note EE. page 126. "instrumental** 

Egypt was distinguished as the seat of wisdom and ieaming in 
theaiieient world. Persons emigratii^ from Egypt biDught its 
knowledge and its laws into Greece. The fertility of its, soil 
furnished its inhabitants with abundant supply of the means of 
supporting life, while the local situation of the country gave 
them all the facilities for extensive commerce. Yet in a nation 
thus highly gifbed and improved, whatever may be pretended of 
the mysterious belief of the priest, the popular and ostensible 
religion was the grossest superstition, and an idolatrous worship 
of the meanest of the creatures. It suited the Divine purposes 
that the people to whom was to be committed the knowledge of 
the great Creator of the universe, and of his true religious sys- 
tem, should be for a time eye-witnesses of an opposite* system, 
in a country where its highest state of improved practice might 
have been expected. Joseph was the instrument, through the 
events of whose history the Israelites were brought to be dwellers 
in the land of Egypt. 

Note FF. page 126. " whose bones were regarded of the Lord,** 

These latter words evidently refer to what is stated in Gene- 
si^ 1. 24 : where Joseph at his death, assuring the children of 
Israel that God would in due time bring them unto the promised " 
land, takes an oath of them to preserve his remains, and to carry' 
his bones with them into Canaan. This injunction we find after- 
wards carefully executed, the Israelites preserving his remains 
as an assurance and a sacred deposit throughout their journey 
in the wilderness. Exodus xiii. 19. In the Epistle to the He- 
brews we find the motive which influenced the patriarch to be 
a very different one from any vain-glorious desire of having pe- 
culiar honour paid to him ; by his declaring his reliance on the 
promises of Grod, and keeping in the recollection of the Israel- 
ites his testimony that he who had promised was faithful. " By [ 
faith, Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of 
the children of Israel ; and gave commandment concerning his' 
bones." Heb. xi. 22. 

2c 
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Note GG. page 126. "as mitigtUmg Us horrors^** 

Eusebius in his Prceparafio EvangeUca quotes the ancient 
historian Arlapanus relating the hatred of his brethren towards 
Joseph ; his going into Egypt, and gaining die fiiyour of the king; 
the prosperity of Egypt under his management ; his ^itertaining 
his &ther and his brethren, and his settling them in Egypt. 

Josephus also traces the particulars of Joseph's story in 
Manetho, an Eg3^tian historian's account of the settlement of 
a race o£ strangers in the land of Goshen, under a leader whom 
he calls Osarsiph, a probable corruption of Sar-Josiph, or the 
prince Josiph. But Manetho's is but a perplexed account, con- 
founding Joseph with Moses. Justin, however, mentions Joseph 
expressly by name, and as the youngest of the sons of Israel, 
who was sold to foreign merchants, by whom he was conveyed 
into Egypt, where by his wise interpretation of a dream he 
saved the country, through his judicious precautions, from the 
horrors of a famine. 

Note HH. page 133. "peculiar circumstances in this case gave 

occasion to it" 

Laban by an artifice had his daughter Leah married to Jacob 
instead of Rachel whom he had courted. Six sons were bom 
of Leah by Jacob ; but claiming Rachel afterwards and marrying 
her (as from the first should have been), he had by her Joseph, 
and at a later period Benjamin. Rachel, who continued barren 
for a length of time afler her marriage, resorted, in the eager de- 
sire of having the promise of the Messiah fulfilled in her line, to 
the same expedient as Sarah had before for the same purpose 
adopted. She desired her husband to take her handmaid as a 
concubinatory wife, whose issue should be reckoned to her. 
Leah insisted on the same policy with respect to her, and two 
sons were bom to each of these irregular marriages. Jacob had 
thus twelve sons : but in the divisions of the people into tribes, 
to give, greater honour to Joseph, he made Joseph's two sons 
heads of different tribes, thus dividing the people under thirteen 
different heads of tribes : however, as the tribe of Levi had no 
distinct inheritance allotted them, but were dispersed among all 
the tribes, the number of the tribes is always reckoned twelve. 
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Note II. page 139. "dreams" 

That dreams, visions of the night, were among the modes by 
which God communicated notices to the favoured patriarchs, is 
abundantly testified in the older Scriptures. The adopting such a 
mode showed them the universality of his providential care, and at- 
tested that ** he who keepeth Israel neither slumbered nor slept ;" 
but was " about their bed as about their path, and spied out all 
their ways." No doubt some difference in the perception showed 
them the distinction between these and the wild suggestions of 
natural fancy : and the experience of the truth of fact, in certain 
instances, confirmed them in their reception of others. Some- 
times, as in the cases mentioned in the history of Joseph, dreams 
were vouchsafed to heathens, that the glory of God might be 
manifested in the power of rightly interpreting them bestowed 
on his chosen servants. 



SERMON THE EIGHTH. 

Note KK. page 144. "Pharaoh king of Egypt" 

This was ^ name common to all the kings of Egyptf and as- 
sumed by each, instead of his former designation, when he as- 
cended the throne. It signifies King, the person exalted to the 
head of the government according to one derivation; or Hie father 
of his country 9 according to another. No less than ten of this 
name are mentioned in the Old Testament. 

Note LL. page 149. " names which he gave to his children" 

Manasseh : in the margin interpretedybr^e^/tng, from the parti- 
ciple of the verb nt2f:i (to forget). And Ephraim, fruitful^ from 
m5 (to be fruitful). 



2c2 
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Note MM. page 151. '*ihe land became Pharaoh's:' 

But with the exception of the land of the priests, as is stated 
in the 22od verse : ** Only the land of the, priests bought he 
not : for the priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, 
and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them ; wherefi)re 
they sold not their lands." This statement of Moses as to the 
condition of the priests has the support of the father of profane 
history, Herodotus, who mentions the priests holding their land 
exempt from tribute. As this was not the case with respect to 
the land of the princes, the word which signifies either priests or 
princes has, we see, been rightly rendered in the text| in pre« 
ference to the marginal version. 

Note NN. page 160. ** placed to dwell in safety." 

The vicinity of the land of Goshen to that of Canaan kept 
this in their recollection, and facilitated their return at the ap- 
pointed season. Besides that Joseph, with his characteristic 
prudence, wished that their abode should be at a distance from 
the court and residence of the monarch, lest envy might arise in 
the breasts of the £g3rptians. It appears particularly firom the 
ordinances respecting the Passover, that they dwelt in aflertimes 
with the Egyptians mdiscriminately in other parts of die land. 

Note 00. page 162. *' type oftlie blessed Jetus:' 

The enemies of Joseph were those of his own house : and to 
the children of the stock of Abraham, his brethren 9&a. the 
flesh, our Lord preached his word of salvation; but they " put it 
from them, and judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life." 
Then did the Apostles turn to the Gentiles, and the Gospel was 
glorified of them ; as Joseph had honour (denied him of his own) 
among the dwellers in a strange land, and the followers of an 
erroneous faith. 

From the slavery to which Joseph was consigned as a bond- 
servant, from the prison where the iron entered into his soul, the 
king loosed him in the third year, to make him lord of his house 
and ruler over all his substance ; even as our Lord arose on the 
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third day from the pangs of crucifixion and the bondage of the 
grave, to take his place at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
and to rule over all things in earth and heaven. 

Pharaoh sent all who cried unto him for bread to Joseph for 
relief; and he opened unto them the storehouses, and all the peo- 
ple bowed the knee before him. " As for you," said Joseph, 
explaining the mysterious dispensations of Providence to his 
brethren, "ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 
good to bring to pass, as it is tliis day, to save much people 
alive." Preserving their lives by a great deliverance, Joseph is 
thus the type of the great Deliverer, the Lord of life, before 
whom, the Apostle, quoting from the prophet's authority, an- 
nounces that every knee should bow ; and who declares himself 
the bread of life, proclaiming that he that cometh unto him shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on him shall never thirst. 



SERMON THE NINTH. 

Note PP. page 169. "sovereignty " 

The term here used to denote the ofBce of Jethro, £ither-in-law 
of Moses, is the same as that used Genesis xli. 50. denoting the 
same relation of Potipher to Joseph. The word in the origi- 
nal signifies indifferently priest or prince, and is differently ren- 
dered in different parts of our version. Not' unfrequently the 
offices were united in the characters of ancient times. — ^The mar- 
riages of such influential persons as Joseph and Moses witk 
those who were not of the true faith, might have been permitted 
as more likely to make known among strangers the works of the 
Lord, and as in the instance of Jethro (Exod. xviii. 11.) to make 
proselytes to the worship of the God of Israel. '^ 

Note QQ. page 174. " able to surmount," 

Josephus, in his desire to raise the character of the Israelitcfu 
has very much falsified in his account of Moses' history, tlfg^ 
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gires a mihieulous stor^ of a dirine vision to bis fiidier, fere- 
telling the birth, ddiirerance, and ftiture gfeatnest of his ehild. 
To support the promise of his high renown, he has him, while 
under the protection of the daughter of the Egyptian kitig, 
placed at the bead of the Egyptian army ; and by the sagacity of 
bis devices and the glory of his victorious arms, suooessfid in 
driving out the Ethiopians who had overrun almost the wh<^e 
country. After which the Egyptians, suspecting that he would 
take occasion from his great success to raise a sedition and bring 
innovations mto Egypt, entered into plots to take away bis 1i^, 
and made him quit the country for the land of die Midiamtes. 
Josephus, to hold up the character of bis countrymen, does not 
hesitate to sacrifice the truth. He gives us narratives wholly 
unsupported by Scripture, and omits much that is drcumstan- 
tially detailed in the writings of the lawgiver, whom he praises. 
He suppresses all their idolatries in the wilderness, and makes 
no mention even of the golden calf. 

Note RR. page 182. "perfect." 

The reluctance which Moses showed on being called to enter 
on the office appointed for him, and the objections he seemed 
with such pertinacity to oppose to bis undertaking it, have been 
already adverted to. The transaction which gave occasion to the 
sentence pronounced against him and Aaron» — that they should 
not lead the congregation into the promised land, but should die 
in the wilderness, — is related in the twentieth chapter of the Book 
of Numbers. Almost at the close of their journey in the ivilder- 
ness, on the failure of the supply of water, the people murmured 
against Moses and Aaron, forgetful of him whose ministers tbey 
were, and of that powerful goodness from which tbey hitherto 
bad always foupd provision for their wants. The glory of the 
Lord appeared unto his chosen servants, and Moses is com- 
manded to take the rod and to speak to the rock before the eyes 
of the congregation. He took the rod, and ^ith it smote the 
rock twice, and water came out abundantly. ** And the Lord 
spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to 
sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye 
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have 
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given thesn." What the distrust shown was, has not been pre- 
cuely detailed^ and the Jewish commentators have given a variety 
of opinions on the subject. Certain it is, that Moses and Aarop 
did not speak unto the rock as had been commanded them, and 
that they mentioned not the ^pearance or the name <^ the Lord 
in the transaction at all. The Psahnist says, ^ They (the la* 
raelites) angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went 
ill with Moses for their sakes, because they provoked his spirit 
so, that he spake unadvisedly with his lips." — ^' The discretion 
of a man deferreth his anger :" but here the anger into which 
Moses and Aaron fell, overcame thdr discretion ; and Ood, who 
looks to the heart as well as the lips, to the affections as well 9f 
the acts of bis servants, punished those whom he had ordained 
to glorify him before the people, and who sanctified him not. 



SERMON THE TENTH. 

Note SS. page 192. *^ easily accounted for " 

The observations intended to have been communicated in this 
note, it was afterwards thought more eligible to have inserted in 
the body of the sermon, which has been done in a subsequent 
place. 

Note TT. page 196. "the Lord's enemies.** 



''.'■ 



Maimonides, a Jewish rabbi of the 12th century, called (from 
his long residence in Egypt) Moses iBgyptius, thus explains the 
hardening of Pharaoh's heart. He says, that " it may be a ipai^ 
sinneth so great a sin, or so many sins, as judgment is given froqpu 
the judge of truth, that vengeance be taken on the sinner, for the 
sins that he hath done willingly and wittingly ; and that repentance 
be withholdeB from him, and leave is not permitted him to tui;^ 
from his wickedness ; but that* he die and perish in the sin that 
he hath done." This is that which the holy blessed 6o4 sajl^ 
by the hand of Esaias, *^ make the heart of Uiis people fat," ^c. 
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(Esa. vi. 10.) Likewise he saith, " But they mocked the messen- 
gers of Godf and despised his words, and misused his prophets, 
until the wrath of the Lord arose against liis people, till there 
was no healing." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.) As if he should say, They 
. sinned willingly, and multiplied their trespasses till they were 
condemned to have repentance .withholden from them, for that is 
' the healing. Therefore it is written in the law, "And I will make 
'strong the heart of Pharaoh;" because Pharaoh sinned of himself 
first, and did evil unto Israel, which were strangers in his land, as 
it is said, " Come on, let us deal wisely with them" (Exodus, i. 10.), 
he gave sentence, that repentance should be withholden from 
him, till vengeance were taken on him ; therefore God hardened 
his heart. And why then sent he unto him by the hand of Moses 
saying, " Let my people go, and repent thou," when as God had 
said unto him ; ** but thou and thy servants, I know that ye will 
not yet fear," &:c. (Ex. ix. 30, &c.) " And indeed for this very 
cause have I raised thee up," &:c. (Ex. ix. 16, &c.)? To the end 
that he might make known to those that come into the world, 
that when God withholdeth repentance from a sinner, he cannot 
repent ; but shall die in his wickedness which he did at the first 
of his own accord." — Maimon, of Repentance, ch. vi, sect. 3. 

Note UU. page 198. 'Uo produce them,** 

It is absurd to look for natural reasons to account for the 
magicians, who had some appearance of partial success hitherto, 
now failing to eflfect any thing like this miracle, on which they 

, were driven to make this exclamation. The shi^g and sleight 
of hand used before could not be brought to act here. They 
had only been permitted a use of power to a certain extent and 
for a certain purpose : when that purpose no longer required it, 
, their power was at an end, their art was disgraced, and their 
wishes were disappointed, even where perhaps they might have 

. considered themselves certain of succeeding. But to Omnipotence 
there are no cases of comparative difficulty. The finger of God 

. is evident alike in every event which is contrary to the coarse of 
nature ; and, to those who judge rightly, it is equally evident in 
every thing which is conformable to it. 
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Note VV. page 199. '' authors of a distant ag9.*l 

The writers against Christianity daring the first four centuries 
all admit the authority of the Pentateuch. Porphyry argues for 
the truth of the Phoenician historian Sanchoniatho (who lived 
hefore the time of the Trojan war), from the coincidence of his 
account of the Jews with the Mosaic history. Mahomet main- 
tained the inspiration of Moses and the sanctity of his laws. 
Manetho the Egyptian, and Berosus the Chaldean historian, are 
cited by Josephus as confirming, in many particulars, the Mosaic 
history. Strabo, Tacitus, Diodorus, and Justin, represent Moses 
as the leader under whom the Jews left Egypt and entered Pa« 
lestine, where they seized on Jerusalem. They speak of him as 
teaching the worship of the Deity, as giving them their code of 
laws, forbidding idolatry, and establishing the priesthood in one 
family, and judges instead of kings. And Eupolemus is quoted 
by Eusebius as calling Moses the first wise man and the inventor 
of letters, which the Phoenicians received from the Jews, and the 
Greeks firom the Phoenicians. 



SERMON THE ELEVENTH. 

Note WW. page 208. ** primary and especial command," 

All necessary effects in the natural world are to be referred to 
the Author of Nature. In the moral world the origin of many 
customs in general observance, and to be traced to the highest 
antiquity, may be more safely ascribed to Divine command or 
instruction, than the boasters of human reason are willing to 
admit. But when the second chapter of Genesis teUs us, that 
** the Lord God brought every beast of the field, and every fowl 
of the air to Adam, to see what he would caU them ;" and that 
" the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of 
Eden, to dress it and to keep it,'' — is it not evident that he had 
instructed him in the principles and uses of language and of agri- 
culture ? And if, under the inspiration of him who alone could 
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mngn die oondidons of maa's aeeeptance after the fall^ it is de* 
dared that ** widiout shedding of blood there is no redempdon ;" 
what inove latbnal aocount can be given of the origin of saerifices, 
than diat which ascribes them to a Divine command given to 
Adam, prefigmring in the patriarchal dispensation die sacrifice of 
ChriBtf as is acknowledged to be done more at large by the blood 
sacrifices in the Levitical? Christ was thus '' the Lamb slau\/r<Mn 
ike/mmdation qfthe rvcrW 

NoTX XX. page 209. ^^mtlumt his command^* 

The cases of Abraham and of Noah give strong confirmation 
of this. When we find the Lord commanding Abraham to offer 
up his son fi>r a bumt-offeringi we have every reason to presume 
that the practice of sacrificing must have been perfecdy familiar 
to the mind of ^e patriarch. His trial was not by the intro- 
duction of a new rite for his observance ; but his obedience was 
abundantly proved by a command to substitute in one, to which 
he was accustomed, '* his son, his only son Isaac, whom be loved,'' 
in the place of the victim. One of the first acts of Noah, saved 
with his family in the ark from perishing in the waters, was, as is 
related, to build an altar unto the Lord, and to take of every clean 
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offer bumt*offerings upon the 
altar. And when we read that with these offerings the Lord was 
pleased, can we have a doubt that he, who had not yet obtained 
any right to slay living creatures^ for food, knew well diat he had 
authority from him who had made them, to slay them for sacrifice ? 
The universality of the usage in aftertimes is sufficiendy ac- 
counted for, when we learn, that of the sons of Noah was the 
whole earth overspread. 

Note YY. page 213. ** frequent joumeyinga to the templeJ* 

" Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the 
Lord, in the place which he shall choose ; in the feast of unleavened 
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles." 
(Deut. xvi,, 16^ The first of these feasts, the passover as it is 
generally c^ed, was instituted to keep in mind the release of the 
nadon from their bondage in Egypt, when the angel of the Lord 
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passed over the houses of the Israelites, and slew the first-hom 
of the Egyptians. The second, of which the time was numbered 
by weeks from this, the feast of pentecost, was in memory of the 
giving of the law. And the third, in memory of the wonders wrought 
by the Lord for their preservation, while they dwelt in taber* 
nacles or tents in the wilderness. The assembling of all the 
males three times in each year in one place, shows that the Jewish 
religion could not have been intended for a universal one, and 
that the promises to the patriarchs of the seed in which all the 
nations of the earth should be blessed, could not be acccunplished 
in the Levitical dispensation. 

Note ZZ. page 218. ** important facts in their history,** 

As this discourse confines itself to the consideraticm of the 
passover in its representative capacity, rather than as in con- 
nection with the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, a cir- 
cumstance respecting the latter which has been mentioned in the 
chapter, and which has given occasion to much cavil, the spoiling 
of the Eg3rptians, has been leh unnoticed. But the passage is 
cleared of all difficulty by giving to the Hebrew word, here trans- 
lated borrowed^ its true meaning, asked for as. a gifl, not to be 
returned. In the Septuagint it is rendered by a verb of the same 
import, and also in the Vulgate. 

The children of Israel demanded, as the price of their de* 
parture, certain jewels of silver and jeweb of gold, and raiment. 
On the slaughter of the first-born, the Eg3rptians were urgent upon 
the people that they should send them out of the land in haste, 
for they said, ** lest we be all dead men :" and they at once com- 
plied with the requisition. This explanation makes it unnecessary 
to have recourse either to the right of reprisal, for the services 
the Israelites had rendered, and the wrongs they had sustained 
(a right here claimed under the authority of the Lord, who had 
now become in a peculiar manner their king), or to a forfeiture 
which, supposing the jewels to have been merely a loan, the 
£g3rptians incurred when they in arms pursued the Israelites to 
the Red Sea. The verb 'iHtt^ occurs very frequei^tly in the Old 
Scriptures, and is every where rendered as here mentioned, ex- 
cepting only in this and in three other passages, wher^ this might 
have been given. ' 
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SERMON THE TWELFTH. 

Note [A]« page 231. ^' under hinh as priest.** 

The original institntion of the Levidcal priesthood is giren in 
the 8th chapter of the Book of Numhers. On the day when the 
Lord smote every first-bom in the land of Egypt, he sanctified 
for himself the first-bom of the children of Israel. In memory 
of that signal deliverance, the first-bom both of man and beast 
among them, were ordained to be his: the Israelites were to 
sacrifice wito the Lord the males of the beasts, and die male 
children they were commanded to redeem. It afterwards pleased 
the Lord to take for the first^bom of the children of Israel the 
males of the tribe of Levi to execute the service of the Lord ; 
and they were separated from the rest of the people, and purified 
unto the Lord before the congregation: *'I have taken the 
Levites," said the Lord, " for all the first-bora of Israel ; and I 
have given the Levites a gift to Aaron, and to his sons from 
among the children of Israel, to do the service of the children of 
Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and to make an 
atonement for the children of Israel." (Numbers, viii. 5, &c.) 

Note [B]. page 235. " the golden calf.*' 

This first public display of idolatry among the Israelites in the 
wilderness took place while Moses was absent receiving on the 
mount the commands of the Lord, for the establishment and the 
direction of his people. The pillar of cloud and fire, under which 
they had been conducted hitherto, now rested on the mountain ; 
and as Moses delayed longer than they had expected, they 
affected to consider themselves berefl of Divine protection, and 
called on Aaron to make them gods, which should go before 
them. Under the influence of terror Aaron was weak enough 
to comply with their commands ; and of their ornaments of gold 
he made them a golden calf after the superstition of the Egyp- 
tians, who worshipped Apis or Osiris, the chief of their gods, 
under the similitude of a calf or ox. To this they held a feaat, 
and '' the people sat down to eat and drinkf and rose up to play.'! 
And the wrath of the Lord waxed hot against this stiff-necked 
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people, and he threatened to withdraw his protection, and con- 
sume them in his sore displeasure. But at the supplication of 
Moses ,his anger was stayed ; and pardoning their iniquity» he 
9gain condescended to take them for his inheritance. — Fide 
ExoduSy ch. xxxii. &c. 

Note [C]. page 235. " 5y their complaints" 

** And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and 
the Lord heard it ; and his anger was kindled: and the fire of the 
Lord hurnt among them, and consumed them that were in the 
uttermost parts of the camp. And the people cried unto Moses ; > 
and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched." 
(Numb. xi. 1, 2,) In the uttermost parts of the camp were the 
mixed multitude which followed them out of Egypt, and lusting . 
after the food to which they had been accustomed, murmured 
against that which the Lord had sent down from heaven. Their? 
various seditions, and the several instances of the intercession oP 
Moses in their behalf, are briefly enumerated in Psalm Ixxviuu 
and Deut. c^. ix. verse 7, to the end. 



SERMON THE THIRTEENTH. 



."■» 



Nx>T£ [C]. page 249. ** left them by the anger of the Lord.*' : 

As God had desired him to go with the princes of Moab, it is 
contended that this anger at his doing what had been permitted^ 
is quite against reason. To this the answer given by Shuckford! 
in his Connection of Sacred and Prophane History, note 12, ifl| 
perfectly satisfactory. The manner in which our translators 
render the text leaves it liable to objection : but the Hebrew . 
words are clear of the absurdity; for they tell us that God'a" 
anger was kindled ; not ci-halak, !3Hl»?l ^5, ' because he went* j 
but ci-halak-hua, K1?7 3«r)»n *3, "because he went of himself, t. e. 



• •■jj 



without staying for Balak's messengers to come in the morning to 
caQ him. His permission to go was conditional, only in case the 
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messengers came again to him in the morning. Balak had pro- 
mised them an answer then ; but the messengers might have relied 
on his former answer as sufficient, and hare gone without calling 
on him. Balak, to make sure of his reward, in his eagerness to 
seek it wiU not wait for them to call on him ; he makes his pre* 
paration, and by his going with them he leaves them to imagine 
that the counsels of God had undergone a change in favour of 
Balak their master. 

Note [D]. page 250. " cause of its terrors" 

The sole object of the opening the mouth of the dumb beast 
was to draw Balaam's attention to the cause, the terrific ap- 
pearance of the angel. But Balaam will not turn his eyes to 
that : he considers the reluctance of the ass to go on as an ordi- 
nary circumstance, though so opposite to the general description 
and character of the beast. '' The counsel of the iroward is carried 
headlong : they meet with darkness in the day-time, and grope 
in the noon-day as in the night." Balaam is blinded by avarice, 
he is mad with rage ; while the beast, by nature dumb, is endued 
by the Lord with a miraculous gift : " The devices of the crafty 
are disappointed, and the understanding of the prudent brought to 
nought," 

Note [E]. page 252. ''BaaV* 

Baal among the Phoenicians was Bel, or Belus among others 
of the Oriental nations. From the number of the divinities wor- 
shipped by the Gentiles, the plural Baalim is sometimes used in 
the Scriptures. Baal signifies Lord or Master : by itself it makes 
the chief of the deities in any country ; and another word is added 
to denote an inferior deity, or assign to it a particular office. 
Thus Baal-berith is the god who presided over contracts ; Baal- 
zebub, or Belzebub, the deity who was applied to for relief from 
the multitude of flies with which the country was sometimes 
plagued. From the account of the contest of Elijah with the 
followers of Baal, it would seem that Baal presided over fire, 
and was in the ancient mythology the same with the sun, the 
earliest and favourite object of idolatrous worship. 
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SERMON THE FOURTEENTH. 

Note [F]. page 266. " The 'patriarchal dispensation.^* 

The first lessons for the morning service on the four following 
Sundays have not, like those for the former Simdays, each an 
appropriate ohject which might require explanation or enforce-* 
ment. They are taken from the Book of Deuteronomy, which 
is, as the name declares, a repetition of the law. Moses, the 
time of his dissolution now drawing nigh, thought it might be 
useful to the children of Israel, as they now approached the 
borders of the promised land, to call their attention to the law of 
him who had given to them the promises. Many of the congre- 
gation had not been born at the time the law had been delivered 
on Mount Sinai. Moses therefore, in this book, recapitulates 
the principal parts of it in connection with the history of many 
of the events which had taken place in the wilderness, drawing 
arguments from the loving-mercy of the Lord, so frequently and 
so powerfuDy there displayed, to incite them to obey his com- 
mandments and to abhor the idolatrous worship and practices 
that were general in the nations which they were now ordained 
to punish. The Book of Deuteronomy has been considered a 
sort of Evangelical comment on the preceding books of the Pen- 
tateuch, presenting us with its spiritual objects, and referring to 
the ulterior views of different parts of the law. In conformity 
with this idea of the book, instead of sermons on the 4th, Qthf 
8th, and 12th chapters, I have substituted four discourses on 
matter more general, giving in some sort a more enlarged view 
of the several parts of the Pentateuch, as united in forming one 
magnificent system of the religious history of the world. 

The 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th Sermons have accordingly 
been drawn up with the intention of laying before the reader such 
general views of the patriarchal and Levitical dispensations as 
might best explain the varieties of God's providential adminis- 
tration at the different aeras of the world, and, by connecting them 
with the final dispensation, show the Lord Jesus the great Object 
of the faith of the patriarch, and the type of the Jewish ritual \ 
the rock of salvation to the Gentile as well as the Jew» and the 
corner-stone of the church throughout all ages. 
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SERMON THE EIGHTEENTH. 

NoTB [6]. page 368. ** Jmen.** 

Af the fint lesson for Trinity Sunday's morning service, (the 
Ist chapter of Genesis,) had been already made the subject of one 
of these discourses, it was thought unnecessary to make it the 
subject, of another. The chapter was taken for the first lesson 
on Trinity Sunday, as showing the name of the Deity with a 
plural termination, while the verb with which it is usually con- 
nected, being in the singular, denotes thus the Trinity in Unity, 
Instead of such sermon, one on the command to Abraham to 
sacrifice Isaac, (the first lesson for Good Friday's service,) has 
been introduced in its proper place. 



THE END. 
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